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ArapCo bumps sheriff’s eastern coverage

STEVEN YETTER The | 10 Scod
Arapahoe County District 3 Commissioner leff Baker announces
2026 priorities for eastern unincorporated areas during a Dec.
open house at the Byers American Legion Hall Dec. 2.

by S5teven Vetter
Managing Editor

When the new year rolls around, residents in the
eastern half of Arapahoe County can expect to see
an increased police presence thanks to last year’s
passage of county ballot question 1A.

Part of the $667 million 2026 budget approved by
Arapahoe County commissioners Dec. 9 includes a
significant public safety bump, particularly the ad-
dition of sheriff's deputies.

“Over the next four vears, we're proposing 40
new deputies for unincorporated areas,” said Pa-
trol Operations Capt. Kevin Heaton during a coun-
ty open house hosted by District 3 Commissioner
Jeff Baker at the Byers American Legion Hall Dec.
2. “That’s adding 10 additional deputies next year
— four for patrol to come out east.”

The additional eastern patrol units would be for
areas basically east of E-470.

“Pretty big area to cover and with the growth out
there, certainly there's a need,” Heaton added.

Deputy Jason Preslev added that the additional
manpower will be in addition to the extra patrols
that have been part of the sheriff's office contract
with the town of Bennett.

“Already have seen better responses and call cov-
erage because of the Bennett contract, but should
be even better starting next vear,” said Presley,
noting that, as of the start of December, there were

7,114 calls for service, including about 850 medical
assists, to the eastern half of the county so far this
year. “Again, Gun Club to Deer Trail and even fur-
ther east, so a lot of area to cover and that's for all
kinds of calls.”

While a lot of crime categories continue to rise,
Presley noted one noticeable decline.

“Thirty-six auto thefts out here, which is down
tremendously since 2021,” he said. “That’s pretty
good after leading the state/nation over the past
four years. Twenty stolen vehicles recovered out
here.”

Sheriff's office officials added that “chop shops”
have been popping up throughout eastern portions
of the county and urge residents to contact depu-
ties or dispatch if suspicious activity is noted.

Baker noted that the law enforcement budget re-
quest wasn't too scrutinized by the rest of the board
of commissioners, a step in the right direction when
it comes to providing service for the area.

Whether the future patrol personnel increases
will include similar distribution across the county
was uncertain.

EASTERN ROADWAYS
The other primary budget item addressed during
Baker's presentation was the allocation of almost
%12 million to repair/maintain roads in eastern un-
SEE ARAPCO PRIORITIES
PAGE 4

White Christmas unlikely

Unseasonable winter leads to burn bans

by Steven Vetter dinner table.

Managing Editor

As of press time last week-
end, a white Christmas was
unlikely across the lower el-
evations of Colorado, includ-
ing the Front Range and areas
further east.

In fact, thoughts of con-
tinued unseasonably warm,
dry and windy conditions
will likely have fire and other
emergency personnel on edge
as they sit down at the holiday

=

While much of the I-70 Corridor missed out on the gusty winds of up to 100 mph
that were reported by areas to the west last Wednesday and Friday, one trampo-
line casualty was spotted in a Strasburg alley the morning of Dec. 18.

Local high temperatures are
expected to be in the high 40s
to mid-6os, with some areas
thought to reach 70 degrees.

“A persistent westerly wind
pattern is keeping moisture
west of the Continental Divide
and contributing to the warm
temperatures on the eastern
plains,” the National Weather
Service's Boulder office pro-
jected. “A 10-15% chance of

SEE CHRISTMAS WEATHER
PAGE 24
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Festive lights can be found throughout the various 1-70 Corridor communities, with some of the more extensive displays
to be found at Cordella Estates (above), the northern edge of Bennett on Fourth through Sixth streets, and Bl;ackstone
Ranch, Coyote Ridge and Wolf Creek Run subdivisions on the north edge of Strasburg,
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Free monthly lunch on tap

for local veterans, seniors

BENNETT — Free lunches for I-70
Corridor military veterans and senior
citizens age 65 and older will resume
in January.

The next meal, served by a group
of local volunteers, is scheduled at 12
p.m., Friday, Jan. 16. Veterans and
seniors from all along the 1-70 Corri-
dor are invited.

The meals are usually served on the
second Friday of each month at the
Bennett VFW Hall.

For more information, call Flora
Goodnight at (303)549-2580.

Birth, death certificates price

manner, especially at night when the
addresses on the front of a house are
not lit.

To have a sign made, contact the
Strasburg Fire Protection District at

(303)622-4444, ext. 1.
Credit cards are not accepted.

Byers Legion Post 160 seeks

new members and new ideas

BYERS — American Legion Post
160 in Byvers wants to expand its
membership and its outreach into the
community.

All military personnel are eligible
for the American Legion. Sons, grand-
sons and great-grandsons can join the
Sons of the Legion; the Auxiliary wel-
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comes spouses, daughters and grand-
daughters.

The post is asking Legion members,
active duty military, and retired vet-
erans to provide feedback on building
a productive post that supports veter-
ans and the community in sustaining
Bvers’ ideals and unique culture.

“We want to see our Legion Hall ...

The Dec. & Strasburg School Board meeting consisted mostly of end-of-year housekeeping items
along with the swearing in of new or re-elected board members and approval of the officer team for
the next couple of years, Above photo, outgoing board member Dayman lohnson, center, receives a
token of thanks for his four years on the board. lohnson was first elected to the board in November
2021. Pictured alongside are board members Mary O'Malley, left, Michael Marrero, Diana Elliott and
Gema Gomez. Below, Gomez and Courtney Vance take the oath of office. Vance, a first-time board
member, and Gomez, who was appointed to the board to fill a resignation-based vacancy, were the top
two vote-getters out of three candidates that ran in the November election, Officers for the next two
years are Marrero as president, Elliott as first vice president, 0'Malley second vice president, Gomez

increases to $25 on January 1

LITTLETON — The New Year will
see a fee increase to residents seeking
birth and death certificates in Arapa-
hoe County and statewide.

The Colorado Department of Pub-
lic Health & Environment’s Vital
Records Office has issued a new fee
schedule. Effective Jan. 1, the cost of

the certificates will rise to $25 for the
first copy and $20 for each additional
copy on the same order.

Certified birth and death certificates
are legal documents printed on forg-
ery-resistant safety paper with water-
marks, raised engraving, background
security patterns, and a unique certif-
icate identification number.

Only certain individuals, with proof
of eligibility, can be provided with
these vital records.

Applications with the required doe-
umentation can be e-mailed to Vi-
talRecords@arapahoegov.com. For
more information, visit arapahoeco.
gov/health or call (303)734-4300.

Big address signs offered

at cost by Strasburg FPD

STRASBURG — The Strasburg Fire
Protection District is offering address
signs at cost.

The price is $40 for each reflee-
tive 6- by 30-inch sign. The signs are
available in green or blue with 4-inch
white numbers.

According to a release, the signs sig-
nificantly help the emergency crews
find an address in a faster and safer

providing a locale where we can meet
and foster the bonds of our farm town
culture,” a release states.

For more information, call Cmdr.
Dale Ness at (303)594-6501 or fi-
nancial advisor Teresa Segger-
man at (303)253-1475, or e-mail to
Bversi6o@outlook.com.

CO Nat'l Guard official retires

after four decades of service

CENTENNIAL — The Colorado Na-
tional Guard said farewell to a key of-
ficial Dec. 6 at a retirement ceremony
at Buckley Space Force Base, Aurora,
Colorado.

The event honored CONG Director
of Joint Staff U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen.
Michael J. Bruno, who was responsi-
ble for leading responses to domestic
events as directed by the governor.
He has served in the military in var-
ious capacity since he enlisted in the
Nebraska Air National Guard in May
1985. He transferred to the Colorado
Air National Guard in May 1991 and
attained the rank of master sergeant.

His awards and decorations include
the Legion of Merit and the Meritori-
ous Service Medal with five oak leaf
clusters.

treasurer and Vance as secretary.

w1

Eastern Golorado News
P.0. Box 958
Strashurg, CO 80136

L"__——__

Bastern (ol News
subscription (s Form

To receive The [-70 Scout outside our service area, you must subscribe
to the Eastern Colorado News. lust write your name and mailing address
on the easy-to-use form below, or any piece of paper for that matter,
and send it with a check payable to:

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
Watkins, Bennett, Strasburg,
Byers, Deer Trail and Agate
addresses: $30/year
Out-of-area within C0: $44/year*
Dutside Colorade: $48/year

"M subacrbers cutsede the |70 Corridor 840
recemve The 170 Scout i o exira charge

L____J

The I-70 Scout

Published weekly by the I-70 Publishing Company, Inc.

P.0. Box 823 « 1322 Main 5t., Strasburg, Golo. 80136

e-mail: delaussen(coi-70scout.com © www.i-70scout.com
(303)622-9736

DEADLINE
FOR NEWS,
CLASSIFIEDS
& DISPLAY
ADVERTISING:
S P.M. FRIDAY

/A coloradopress

Publisher & Editor
Douglas Claussen = dclaussen(@i-70scout.com

Office Manager
LuAnne Stegner = Istegnen@i-70scout.com

Managing Editor
Steven Vetter « svetter(@i-70scout.com

Editorial Assistant
lsaac Manaugh « editorialassistant@i-70scout.com

Advertising
advertising(@i-70scout.com

Stuffing Crew
Ember Seward-Sorensen, Linda Adair,
Marilee Gillock, Baylee Sigg




Wednesday, December 24, 2025

The 1-70 Scout =

NORAD contmues de_cades-long tradition of tracking Santa

by Colleen Slevin
Associated Press

PETERSON SPACE FORCE
BASE (AP) — Sometimes kids
drop the phone after hearing
Santa won't show up if they're
not asleep. Others who call
the NORAD Tracks Santa ho-
tline wonder if St. Nick will be
able to find them.

Adults who also remain de-
voted to the jolly figure said
to deliver presents around
the world are checking up
on his journey. For 70 years,
that’s been the tradition at the
North American Aerospace
Defense Command — a joint
United States and Canadian
operation charged with mon-
itoring the skies for threats
since the Cold War.

More than 1,000 volun-
teers will be taking calls to
1-877-HI-NORAD on Christ-
mas Eve from 4 a.m. to mid-
night Mountain Standard
Time. For the first time this
vear, Santa seekers can place
a call through the program’s
website, which organizers say
will be easier for people out-
side North America.

The website allows people
to follow Santa’s journey in
nine languages, including En-
glish and Japanese.

Last year, about 380,000
calls came into a hangar
festooned with Christmas
decorations at  Peterson
Space Force Base in Colo-
rado Springs — the home of
NORAD.

While Santa is no threat,

Your one stop shop
with heavy duty
fi llers, ﬂmds, shop

PHOTOS BY THOMAS PABL Mo Arerica

i Aercapace Dederne Comiand v

Volunteers take phone calls from children asking where Santa is and when he will deliver presents to their house, during the annual NORAD Tracks Santa Operation,
at the North American Aerospace Defense Command, or NORAD, at Peterson Air Force Base, in Colorado Springs, Colo., on Tuesday, Dec, 24, 2024,

the same combination of ra-
dar, satellites and jets that
help NORAD carry out its
mission throughout the year
make it capable of tracking
the progress of Santa starting
from the international date
line over the Pacific Ocean,
said Col. Kelly Frushour, a
NORAD spokesperson.
Rudolph's nose gives off a
heat signature similar to a
missile that is picked up by
NORAD's satellites, she said.

‘FASTER THAN STARLIGHT’

Last vear, Frushour said
one girl was upset after hear-
ing Santa was on his way to
the International Space Sta-
tion, where two astronauts
were stranded.

“Thankfully, by the time the
call was over, Santa Claus had
moved on to another desti-
nation and the child was re-
assured that Santa was not
trapped in space and was go-

ing to make it to her house
later that evening,” Frushour
said.

A special needs man named
Henry who calls every year
once asked if the jet pilot es-
corting Santa through North
America could put a note in
the plane letting Santa know
he was in bed and ready for
him to come, said Michelle
Martin, a NORAD staffer and
Marine veteran.

She said she explained that
Santa travels “faster than
starlight.”

“1 don’t know that our pi-
lot can catch up with him fast
enough. He just waves and he
goes,” she recalled saying.

A TRADITION STARTED
BY MISTAKE

The tradition started in 1955
when NORAD’s predecessor,
the Continental Air Defense
Command, was on the lookout
for any sign of a possible nu-

At

clear attack from the then-So-
viet Union. NORAD says a
child mistakenly called the
combat operations center and
asked to speak to Santa Claus.
The commander on duty, Air
Force Col. Harry Shoup didn't
want to disappoint the child,
so he ordered staffers to start
tracking Santa and take calls
from children.

The story goes that the first
phone call was either the re-
sult of a misprint or a misdi-
al of a number included in a
Sears advertisement in the
Colorado Springs newspaper
encouraging children to call
Santa.

The legend developed into
the first call coming into a
dedicated hotline that con-
nected the command with a
general in case of an attack. In
2015, The Atlantic magazine
doubted the flood of calls to
the secret line, saying a call to
a public phone line was more

probable and noting that
Shoup had a flair for public
relations.

In a 1999 interview with
The Associated Press, Shoup
recalled playing along once
he figured out what was hap-
pening, telling the first caller,
“Huo, ho, ho, I am Santa.”

“The crew was looking at me
like 1 had lost it,” he recalled.

He said he told his staff
what was happening and told
them to play along, too.

It's not clear what day the
first call came in, but by Dec.
23 of that first year, The As-
sociated Press reported that
CONAD was tracking Santa.

CONAD soon became North
American Aerospace Defense
Command. It used to oper-
ate inside nearby Cheyenne
Mountain. A network of tun-
nels had been blasted out of
the mountain’s hard granite
so NORAD officers could sur-
vive a nuclear attack.

EYEVENUE

Greet the

GREAT SMILE

ew Year with a

Visit our offices in
Strasburg & Bennett
Call or text 303-750-3660

We wish everyone a safe & happy holiday season!
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. ARAPAHOE COUNTY

Happy Holidays

All County offices will be
closed Wednesday, Dec. 24
and Thursday, Dec. 25

in observance of the
Christmas holiday.

Recorder _
New Hours

Beginning in 2026, all four
branches of the Clerk and = *

‘Recorder’s Office will change their -

opening time from 7 to 8 a.m.
‘The Office will continue to -
close at 4 p.m. Service levels -
will be unchanged, as all-services

are available by appointment only.:

4" ™

CONNECTj»HEALTH '
COLORADT

There is still time to enroll in health insurance—don’t wait to

lock at plans! We can help you find one that fits your needs.

Open enrollment runs through Jan. 15! Visit
ConnectforHealthCO.com

What's your passion?

Check out our board vacancies and get involved!

Help shape our community by serving on one of Arapahoe
County's boards and committees. When you serve as a
volunteer on an advisory body, you provide input into the
county’s decision making process in many areas of subject
matter expertise. In turn, the county benefits from your
knowledge, experience and expertise.

et details at arapahoeco.gov/citizenboards.

arapahoeco.gov

ARAPCO PRIORITIES FROM PAGE 1

incorporated Arapahoe County.

“Twenty miles of graveling and an-
other 52 miles of paved roads out here
in 2026,” said Road & Bridge Division
Manager Eric McKinnon. “Looking at
$11.8 million out here alone.”

In addition, McKinnon said staff-
ing is improving and should allow for
more expeditious handling of repairs
and maintenance work.

“We had 14 vacancies to start 2025,”
he said. “Right now we're down to five
and that’s looking to go down as well.”

Arapahoe County’s 1A funding
comes from voter approval in No-
vember 2024 to lift TABOR (Taxpay-
er’s Bill of Rights) spending limits,
providing extra revenue for essen-
tial services like roads, public safety,
housing, and human/mental health
services.

“We're adding flexibility and pre-
venting budget cuts while building
reserves for the future,” a county
statement said. A resident advisory
committee oversees this funding to
ensure it aligns with voter intent.

“The 2026 budget showing major
investments in infrastructure and
community support services,” Baker
concluded.

Wednesday, December 24, 2025
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Arapahoe County Road & Bridge Division Manager
Eric McKinnon tells residents of eastern unincor-
porated Arapahoe County plans for stepped up
roadway maintenance and repairs in 2026 during
an open house at the Byers American Legion Dec.
2,

LiBRARY NEws

KELVER LIBRARY
585 Main St., Byers
(303)822-9392
www.arapahoelibraries.org
Little Makers Club: Children ages 0-5
and their families will participate in
glow-in-the-dark New Year’s Eve ac-
tivities. Free crafts, toddler-friendly
snacks, and a goody bag provided.
10:30-11:30 a.m., Friday, Dec. 26.
Grab & Go: Kids and teens ages 5-12
will attempt to capture the magic of
the Northern Lights with a fun, on-
line art project. Registration for the
craft kit runs through Monday, Dec.
29, at anythinklibraries.org. Locals
can pick up their supplies at Kelver
Library. The online workshop runs
from 4:30-5:30 p.m., Monday, Jan.

5.

Grab & Go: Adults can bring the beau-
ty of the season indoors with a mason
jar oil lamp. Registration for the craft
kit runs through Monday, Dec. 29, at
anythinklibraries.org. Locals can pick
up their supplies at Kelver Library.
The online workshop runs from 6-7
p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 6.

Penguin painting workshop: Kids and
tweens are invited to a whimsical pen-

guin painting workshop. They'll fol-
low easy, step-by-step instructions to
create a wintery canvas to take home
and display. 4:30-5:30 p.m., Tuesday,
Jan. 6.

E-PROGRAMMING

Arapahoe Libraries will host a se-
ries of online programs to spark cu-
riosity and fuel the holiday spirit over
winter break. To learn more and to
register, visit arapahoelibraries.org or
call (303)542-7279.

Introduction to Origami: Kids ages 9-12
will learn the art of folding paper with
an instructor from the Japanese Cul-
ture Center. Each participant should
bring four or five sheets of paper. 1-2
p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 30.

Balto: A History of Humans, Huskies and
Health in Alaska. Children ages 5-12 will
discover the story of Balto, the hero-
ic husky who raced to save the town
of Nome, Alaska, during a diphtheria
outbreak in 1925 in this live Zoom
presentation by the Cleveland Muse-
um of Natural History. The kids will
see real gear and learn what it takes to
race the Iditarod today. 11 a.m. to 12
p.m., Monday, Jan. 5

=1 RENEWAL
| byANDERSEN

Pl SHIPAC] WRD0w i, D004 EiPLTNIN]

40% OFF
$200 OFF

BUY1,GET1

I
A I

’ |m .|| __\-r -. 3 L‘:' i . - s
MR 4 " N 1‘ .r'(ﬂ G 1531;}1? | b &
[

fcf—
Y

-..._,

\-"'T:-:I:- n.—a- L“‘-.r-"'

L

RSN




Wednesday, December 24, 2025

The |-70 Scout = 5

Arapahoe County approves $667M budget for 2026

Commissioners prioritize strategic investments — roads, safety, housing, health — to create stability

LITTLETON — The 2026 Recom-
mended Budget adopted by the Arap-
ahoe County Board of Commissioners
Dec. 9 invests approximately $670
million in Arapahoe County essential
services — roads, safety, housing and
health — while building reserves to
protect against future uncertainties.

With voter approval of Issue 1A in
November 2024, the county has more
flexibility to meet today’s service de-
mands while planning for tomorrow.
The total budget package, according
to a release, balances immediate in-
vestments with future stability, keep-
ing communities safe, resilient, and
thriving, even as state and federal
revenues tighten.

THE BiG PICTURE
$667.5 MILLION TOTAL BUDGET

» Prioritizes essential county ser-
vices such as infrastructure and
road maintenance, public safety,
housing and protective services.

» Adds 63 new positions across
multiple departments, particular-
ly in public safety.

« Invests more than $125 million
over the next five vears to help ad-
dress deferred maintenance and
improve county roads, facilities
and systems.

« Increases Social Services Fund
mill levy to appropriate an addi-
tional $2.1 million annually.

“Even with funding concerns at
the state and federal levels, Arapa-
hoe County commissioners made a
promise to invest locally in the pro-
grams and services that make a dif-
ference in our residents’ lives,” said
Commissioner Leslie Summey, board
chair. “This budget prioritizes public
safety and human services, expands
work force investments, brings sta-
bility to our infrastructure, and helps
future-proof the budget in the vears
ahead.”

Budget priorities were influenced
by the county’s strategic plan, which
guides how to deliver services, invest
public resources, and plan for long-

Health

_NEW PROGRAM THIS Si’REHG

Integrative

term success. The budget strongly
supports the plan’s four focus areas.

FOUR FOCUS AREAS
SAFE AND HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

The budget prioritizes the safety
and well-being of the county’'s most
vulnerable residents. The board in-
creased the district attorney’s bud-
get by 22% over the last year, which
will enhance support for domestic
violence victims and strengthen the
office’s ability to seek justice for all
cases within the 18th Judicial District.
The budget also strengthens public
health protections through expanded
environmental health oversight and
increased vaccine clinies to keep our
community healthy.

To deliver these enhanced services
effectively, the budget includes strate-
gic staffing additions at offices for the
sheriff, district attorney and coroner.
The personnel investments will help
ensure that the county has the ca-
pacity to respond promptly to public
safety needs, provide thorough case
support for vietims and decedents,
and maintain the quality of services
residents depend on.

ECONOMIC RESILIENCE AND STABILITY

Approximately $6 million will
deepen the county’s current work to
advance affordable housing projects,
provide rental assistance, and provide
navigation services to the homeless.

Full funding for the county’s Aid to
Agencies program was restored and
increased by $1 million, and contri-
butions to local economic develop-
ment agencies were secured. A $2.1
million increase in the county match
to the Social Services Fund will cov-
er anticipated growth in expenditures
and the continuation of safety-net
programs to help families during fi-
nancial stress.

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AND INFRASTRUCTURE
To tackle the long list of road and

capital improvement projects, com-

missioners significantly increased

Coach

Wellness ® Mindfulness ® Coaching ® Communication

&> MORGAN

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Register today! Classes start January 20, 2026

morgancc.edu/spring

funding for roads and bridges while
also increasing investments in facili-
ties. Funding came from two sources.
First, the shift of the Specific Own-
ership Tax (from vehicle registra-
tions) from the General Fund to the
Road & Bridge Fund will directly sup-
port road maintenance and repair.
Second, $26.6 million is dedicat-
ed for capital projects, covering al-
most all the priority needs identified
for 2026. Funds to increase staffing
in Public Works & Development will
help shorten application times, as well
as help Open Spaces more effectively
manage and preserve land assets.

WORKFORCE AND COMMUNITY PROSPERITY

Building a thriving community and
strong work force means providing
access to education and job train-
ing, affordable housing, and child-
care support for working families.
Increases to social services funding
and affordable housing will support
family stability while staff additions
in human services and public health
will help remove barriers to residents
accessing support.

The adopted budget adds staff
across departments to respond to ser-
vice demand, supporting public sec-
tor work force growth and retention.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

One of commissioners’ biggest
concerns was getting the county on
solid financial footing — especially
important as property tax revenue
is expected to dip by $2.5 million in
2027.

To offset revenue loss, the board in-
creased the county’s Reserve Fund to
15%, identified projects for one-time
cash infusion, and made a modest ad-
justment to the Social Services mill
levy to ensure matching federal fund-
ing.

Commissioners tied new and con-
tinuing projects to the county’s stra-
tegic plan and performance man-
agement system to demonstrate how
funding impacts services.

HOMNORING A PROMISE TO TAXPAYERS

In 2024, commissioners warned of
service cuts as revenue lagged and
as federal and state contributions
shrunk. That's why the board placed
Issue 1A on the November 2024 bal-
lot to release the county from revenue
limits imposed by the Taxpayer’s Bill
of Rights.

An overwhelming majority of voters
approved the measure, and a Resi-
dent Advisory Committee was formed
to monitor progress. Commissioners
vowed to invest the additional funds
in programs and services that impact
residents the most and develop a new
budget process with guardrails. That
process helped refine and clarify new
and ongoing requests:

= County leaders now draw a sharp-
er distinction between ongoing
funding to sustain services and
one-time funding for big projects,
technology upgrades, election
costs and more.

= The already rigorous threshold for
vehicle and equipment approval
has been strengthened to ensure
only critical needs are met.

» Departments refined their prior-
itization process; most high-pri-
ority capital projects are funded
while some medium-priority proj-
ects were held back for further
evaluation.

The Resident Advisory Commit-
tee met with Commissioners Nov. 4
and unanimously endorsed Issue 1A
funding proposals in the 2026 rec-
ommended budget and affirmed its
alignment with the voter-approved
measure.

Commissioners also held a public
hearing Oct. 28 and formally adopted
the Recommended Budget at the Dec.
9 business meeting.

Arapahoe County's 2026 adopted
budget, made possible by voter ap-
proval of Issue 1A, invests in services
that touch residents daily — roads,
safety, housing, health and human
services — while building reserves to
protect against future revenue dips.

Rewmemt

SLIDE GATES
* Open/Close Against Flow

SWING GATES
» Open/Close Either Direction

VERTICAL PIVOT GATES
* Open/Close Vertically

Denver Railings
& METAL
3803 Headlight Road
Strasburg, CO 80136
(720) 277-3534
www.DenverRailings.com
Show Room Open 7 a.m.-3 p.m., M-F
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In need of cash for the holidays?
Do you have a junk vehicle taking
up space in your property? We o Damaged?
can buy it!! Noititle; no problem! « Broken?

One call'and our licensed, insured v Wrecked? =
removal experts uﬁlf_h"'&fu! the  Totalled? WQ\

R
Hoelidays!

v Non-Running?
v/ Unwanted?

vehicle away! Happy,
(720)-560-6763
Chunky’s Towing

We still have our great e
HUNT BROTHERS PIZZA! x4
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Have a fantasff@ |
New Year!

Lance Grothe, CPA,
690 E. Colfax Ave.
43036444600

#GFS!

Grothe Financial Services P.C,

® Merry Christmasl! @

- e - VERIg
verjck Steej, jnc. Wik Ml R
o' 37 '
Contact Us For A Free Quote!
303-622-4%1 3 romw mavenicki gmatl. com ; mavencksteslnet

45 Morth Main Circle. Byers, CO; 303-822-5625

25 W, Hwy 40
Byers, CO
(303)822-5002
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CHASE WODDRUFF 1,

A small group of activists demonstrated against Key Lime Air outside Centennial Airport Iast rnonth
The Denver City Council, citing the airline's work for ICE, on Monday denied a lease for the company at

Denver International Airport.

Denver City Council pans
airline’s lease request

by Sara Wilson
Colorado Newsline

DENVER — Denver City Council
voted against a resolution Dec. 15 that
would have allowed Key Lime Air to
lease ground space at Denver Inter-
national Airport over concerns about
the airline’s immigration enforce-
ment flights in recent months.

The resolution would have created a
lease for 1,200 feet of space at the air-
port for Key Lime Air, which also op-
erates as Denver Air Connection. The
space would include an area to store
items like snow removal equipment,
emplovee parking and an office trail-
er, according to the proposed lease
agreement. Without the lease, the
company can still use the commaon
area of a cargo apron.

“When we're talking about the val-
ues of our city, and we stand up here
and say time after time that we sup-

port our immigrant community and
that we are a welcoming city — I can-
not support a corporation that does
not prescribe to that,” Council mem-
ber Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez said.

Two of Key Lime’s airplanes have
been used for U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement flights to shuf-
fle detained immigrants around the
country, primarily to ICE’s hubs in
Texas and Louisiana, as first reported
by Newsline. During the time period
analyzed by Newsline, neither of those
planes landed in Colorado. There
have been 122 outbound immigration
enforcement flights out of Denver this
year, according to the most recent
ICE Flight Monitor report from Hu-
man Rights Watch, though there is
little information about which airport
those flights are leaving from.

Key Lime Air is headquartered
at Centennial Airport in Arapahoe
County. It has also operated at Den-
ver International Airport since 2006
as a cargo feeder airline, according to
George Karayiannakis, the airport’s
senior vice president of airline and
commercial affairs.

The airport could stand to lose Fed-
eral Aviation Administration grants
because of its denial of the lease,
which Council member Kevin Flynn
cited as his reason for voting in favor
of the resolution.

“Voting it down means they won't
be paying us. They'll be using it for
free,” he said. “We cant kick Key
(Lime) Air out of the airport, but we
can make them pay to use the piece of
concrete that they want to use. Voting
this down means they use the com-
mon use area for free.”

Flynn was the single vote in favor of
the resolution.

“Thisis where the rubber starts to hit
the road, when we start to talk about,
what are we going to do in Denver,
about what’s happening at the federal
level,” Council member Sarah Parady
said. “I have no interest in support-
ing this deportation machine. And if
an aviation grant is what’s on the line
there, it's very clear to me where the
city should stand on that.”
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Lady Tiger Aileen Duran (4) tips the ball away from Strasburg's Wynne Winter
during the annual Corridor rivalry Dec. 186,

Tiger girls ride 14- 0 start to vlctory

by Steven Vetter
Managing Editor

STRASBURG — For the first
time in 10 contests since the
2012-13 season, the Bennett
Lady Tigers got the best of
Strasburg, 47-37 on the Lady
Indians’ home court Dec. 16.

The visitors scored the first

14 points and didn't allow the |

Indians to score until about
three minutes left in the first
quarter. A 14-6 Tiger lead af-

ter the first eight minutes was |

extended to 27-16 at halftime.

Another Bennett run in the '

third quarter put the visitors
up 35-16 and while Strasburg
outscored the Tigers 21-12 the
rest of the way, the outcome
wasn't much in doubt.
“Defense continues to play
well,” said Bennett head coach
Mike Rios. “Starting to get a
lot more contributions across
the roster, especially from
our sophomore starters and
number six and seven off the
bench. Building some confi-
dence in our young squad.”
“Struggling with holding
onto the ball and can't get
many shots to fall,” lamented
Strasburg head coach Merci
Ames. “Both free-throws and

by Steven Vetter
Managing Editor

STRASBURG — In a case
of an experienced, veteran
squad with state title aspira-
tions facing a new set of first-
year starters, the Strasburg
boys dominated visiting Ben-
nett, 89-23, in their annual
I-70 Corridor rivalry Dec. 16.

The Indians also concluded
the pre-break portion of their
schedule undefeated with a
second consecutive taming of
Tigers, 76-39 at Sterling Dec.
18

Tuesday's local matchup
was put out of reach early

| as the hosts ran out 28-3 af-

ter the first quarter and were

% up 52-7 at half. A 27-8 third

STEVEN VETTER The | 10 5
Bennett's Mattie Robledo ties up pos-
session with Lady Indian Tatijana Ro-

jahn Dec. 16,

missed layups hurt us.”

The Indians shot 23% from
the field and went 7-of-21
from the free-throw line.

Bennett junior Emilee Ven-
neberg hit four of her squad’s
six three-pointers and was
5-0f-8 from the charity to
stripe to help her en route to
a game-high 23 points. Junior
Josie Ladd added 9 points
while recording a game-high
seven steals on defense.

SEE GB BENMNETT @ 'BURG
PAGE 12

quarter was followed up by a

* | 10-8 tally over the final eight

minutes.
“We've been focusing on

| trying to have better starts

this season, trving to make
first halves less stressful
than they need to be,” said
Strasburg head coach Kyle
Bollers. “I thought we came
out really solid defensively.
Our pressure was relentless
and turned into a lot of easy
baskets for us. Really pleased
how seriously the boys took
their responsibility for the ri-
valry. Really please with our
bovs’ mental approach to the
game.”

“Still a lot of learning to do,
a lot of guys still figuring the
speed of the varsity level out,”
said first-year Bennett head
coach Andrew Thornton, who
is currently playing five new
starters compared to last year.

Bennett's lone returning
starter from last vear’s Sweet
16 team, senior Austin Stiers,
is expected to be back on the
hardwood next month after
suffering an ankle injury over
the opening weekend of the

SEAson.

All five of Strasburg’s start-
ers reached double-digit
points, led by junior guard
Brody Hopwood with 23.
Five other Indians came off
the bench with 2 or 3 points
apiece.

The victors shot 57% from
the field, including 10-of-24
from three-point range, and
were 5-of-12 from the free-
throw line.

Bennett stats were unavail-
able at press time.

The Tigers concluded the

The I-70 Scout = 7
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Bennett gets split on Indians’ home court

| Strasburg boys dominate wsmng orange-and-black

SOOTT GERRARD Tor [he oot
Indian Nick Glatfefter rejects a shot attempt of Bennett's Avant Dickens.

pre-Christmas part of its cal-
endar 3-5 overall.

BENMETT @ STRASBURG
STRASBURG
Points: Brody Hopwood 23; Cade Hemphill £5; Nick Glatleter
14: Cam Manahan 11; Colton Holloway 10; Ayden Dodge, EN
Carbahal, idecn Mirer 3; Levi Hart, Dakon Yelasco 2
Rebounds: Manakan &; Hopwood 5 Glateler 4; I:Iﬁeg.-
Hemphill 3; Froy Morales, Holloway, Carbahal, Milmer, Velasco
2; Hart, Koiby Mewthausen |
Assisty: Glarehe G I'.Ioclge. Hemphill 3; Harakan, Holoway,
Milner, Velasso 2; Hopeood, Hart, Meulhausen, Carbajal 1.
Steals: Holioway 6; Hemphill 5; Hopwood, Gatiefber. Manah-
an, Mines, Vedaseo 2; Hart, Meuhausen, Carbajal 1.
Blocks: Glatfefter 3; Manahan, Velason 1

STRASBURG @ STERLING
Despite the 37-point
SEE BENNETT @ 'BURG
PAGE 10

Bulldogs end pre- Chrlstmas schedule undefeated, No. 1 in 2A
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| by Douglas Claussen
Publisher & Editor

The top-ranked team in 2A boys
basketball kept rolling with sound de-
| feats of Lyons on the road and Day-
spring Christian at home Dec. 12-13.

Byers also clobbered visiting Kio-
wa Dec. 19 to end its pre-Christmas
| schedule at 6-0 — the first time Byers
has entered the break undefeated in

with my family and all of my players,
coaches, former players and the com-
munity of Byers,”
game. “When | won my 1ooth and
2p0th, we were on the road, so hap-
py that one of them finally came at
home.”

Further information on the Kiowa
game was not available at press time.
For coverage, see the Dec. 26 edition
of the Eastern Colorado News.

he said after the

the 22 years that Jeremy Kerns has
coached the Bulldogs.

Bvers whipped all three foes by 25
points or more.

“I'm happy. I'm not satisfied,” Kerns
said. “I don’t think we're anywhere
near where we should be, but I'm hap-
py that I'm seeing steps in the right
direction and we're winning games at
the same time.”

The win over Kiowa was the 300th
of Kerns’ career.

“It was a cool night to get to spend

@ LYONS

The Lions gave Byers the best of the
three contests, but the Bulldogs im-
proved as the game proceeded in the
69-44 victory.

Kerns described the contest as
three games in one. “There’s the first
quarter where it just felt like we got
thoroughly outplayed, second quar-
ter where we figured things out,

SEE BB BYERS
PAGE 8

CARL STEITE o

Bulldogs Gabe Price, left, and Conrad Cichos battle for a rebound against Dayspring Christian Dec. 13.

The St
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with family and friends this holiday season.

JBAKER@ARAPAHOEGOV.COM

PLEASE CONTACT ME IF I CAN EVER BE OF SERVICETO YOL:

303-795-4630

G—fayyy ‘J—[oﬁcfays!

Watch for our next on-site auction:
Ewing Farm Equipment Dispersal

Saturday, Jan. 31 @ Keeneshurg
= LINNEBUR !3033822-3292) h tl &
M inneburauctons(awnotmaii.com
= AUCTIONS

Uisit www.linneburauctions.com for
details, information & pics!!

Cornerstone

CAREGIVING

Assisting with all activities of daily living:
e Pet Care e Bathing e Housekeeping
 [ransportation e Dressing e Laundry
¢ Total Care » Toileting ¢ Companionship

Call for a FREE assessment (719)662-8979

A

! ! Agate School District Preschool!

We are proud to announce that AGATE SCHOOL DISTRICT’S
PRESCHOOL has earned a QUALITY LEVEL FOUR rating in the
Colorado Shines Quality Rating and Improvement System!

Celebrating Excellence at

This achievement re flects our commitment to providing high-quality early
childhood education and a nurturing learning environment for our youngest
learners.

A heart felt thank you to our Lead
Teacher, Mrs. Hart, and our
parapro fessional, Mrs. Portillo, whose
passion, professionalism, and
care for students made this
accomplishment possible.

Amie Hart Betty Portillo

We are grateful for the continued support of our families and community
and proud of the outstanding work happening every day at Agate School.

Excellence begins early at Agate School District!
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CARL STERTE For The Sooi

Bulldog Devin Mohatt battles for a rebound against a pair of Dayspring Christian Eagles Dec, 13.

BB BYERS FROM PAGE 7

and then, the second half, we really
just took off.”

Lyons led 19-14 and 27-24 after
each of the first two quarters. Kerns
said the opponents had a pair of quick
guards that challenged his players on
both ends of the floor.

“We were trying to run our ball-
screen offense and they did a great job
defending it,” Kerns said.

The Lions also befuddled Byers’

man-to-man defense as they built a |

10- to 12-point advantage during the
first period.

“Right before half, we switched into
running more of our zone traps and
then, offensively, we started trying to
run where we were throwing it to the
wing and running some curl cuts and

(we) thought we found a little some- |

thing there, Kerns said.”

Following the adjustments, Byers
outscored the Lions by 9 points in the
third quarter to lead 47-41, then blew
the game wide open. The Bulldogs de-
fense took hold, forcing an estimated
10 turnovers at half court to annihi-
late the opponents by a 22-3 margin,
even though Byers stalled the final
three minutes of the game.

“So, for the first five minutes of the
quarter, we really just jumped on
them,” Kerns said. “1 bet we had six
or seven steals for layups, to the point
of where it was almost like their team
was seeing ghosts with the way we
were running our trap.”

Senior Quincy Eacret and junior
James Maes were the chief thieves
with six steals apiece as the Bulldogs
collectively had 20.

“You know how it is. Basketball
is a game of adjustments and, when
you're the team that falls behind and
vou can make that adjustment, it's al-
ways nice when it pays off.”

Sophomore Conrad Cichos had a
well-rounded game with 23 points,
five assists, eight rebounds and five
steals. Eacret and Maes also hit dou-
ble digits with 20 and 14 points each
and senior Devin Mohatt grabbed
nine of the team’s 34 rebounds to lead
Bvers in that department.

The Bulldogs made 10-of-15 free
throw attempts — a considerable im-
provement from the previous week.

@ LYONS
Points: Maes 17; Eacret 15; Mohatt 10; M. Gehos & C. Gchos 4;
Lirmebur 4; Curry 3; Price 2; Gerhardt 2,
Rebounds: C. Cichos 7; Eacret 7, Mohatt &; Ebert 5; Maes 4; M,
(iches 3; Linnebur 2 Eastwood 1, Price 1; Gerhardt 1.
Assists: Maes 5; C. Cichos 2; Maes 1; Eacret 2; Ebert 1, Price 1;
Eastwood 1; M. Gehos 1) Linnebur 1,
Steals: C. Gchos 2; M. Gichos 2; Mags 1; Eacret 1; Price 1; Ebert 1;
Mohatt 1 Linnebur 1.

DAYSPRING CHRISTIAN
The game itself was lopsided from

Bulldog Quincy Eacret attacks the hasket agalnst
Dayspring Christian.

the start. Concerns that Byers would
play down to the level of the Eagles,
2-3 at press time, were allayed early
as the Bulldogs led 31-7 and 46-19 af-
ter each of the first two quarters in the
65-36 victory.

[The boys] came out and smelled
the blood right from the beginning
and got the fast break game going for
sure,” Kerns said.

Kerns inserted his starters to open
the third period to push the lead to 35
points to force a running clock under
the mercy rule.

“From that point on, it was the bot-
tom of the beneh,” he said.

Maes was top scorer with 17 points
and top facilitator with five assists,
Cichos and Eacret both hit the boards
for seven rebounds each, and Cichos
and his brother, Matthew Cichos, had
two steals apiece.

DAYSPRING CHRISTIAN
Points: Maes 17; Eacret 15; Mohatt 10; M. Cichos 6; C Cichos 4;
Linrebur 4; Cuerry 3; Price 2, Gerhardt 2.
Reboands: C. (ichos 7, Eacret 7; Mohatt &; Ebert 5; Maes &, M,
Cichos 3; Linnebaur 2 Eastwood 1; Price 1; Gerhardt 1.
Assists; Maes 5: C Gchos 2; Maes 1; Eacret 2; Ebert 1, Price 1
Eastwoad 1; M, [n-:hl:ls : Linnebur 1.
Steals: C. (ichos 2; M. Gehos 2; Maes 1: Eacret 1; Price 1; Ebert 1;

Mohatt 1; Linnebur 1,
ELBERT

The green-and-white was scheduled
to play Elbert on its home floor Dec.
16, but the game was postponed due
to an emergency. Byers is the top-
ranked team in Class 2A while Elbert
is No. 11in 1A.

The game will be rescheduled at an
undetermined date in January.

COMING UP
Jan. 6: @Wiggins.
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the |-70 Corridor in residential &
commercial garbage pickup.

Call today for the cheapest rates!

$303-822-9535

Our family he[pmg tn prntent your iamilr!
56770 E. Colfax, Strasburg, CO 80136 » 303-622-4717
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Above, Byers cheerleaders (in no particular order) Daisy Clark, Peyton Dillingham, Shelby Frick, Pame-

) ¢ Rojas, Alexandra Pearson, Durisa Salomon, Hyacinth Beck and

lacqueline Marin ready themselves before their 2A/3A Game Day performance. The green-and-white
are coached by Megan Jacksen, Chandra Sanders and Lindsey Hoke.
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~1t|==r5 and qu‘unﬂustﬁ Fnrm re State Spirit coverage, see the Dec. 26 45 N. MAIN CIRCLE - BYERS, CO ; 303-822-5625.

Editi-:‘arl uf the Eas!ﬁ'.rn Colorado News.
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victory in a tough road environment,
Bollers was less than impressed with

BB BENNETT @ 'BURG FROM PAGE 7

his squad’s first three quarters of |

play— Strasburg was down 16-13 after
the first quarter before rallying for a

33-21 halftime lead and being up 52- |

34 entering the fourth.

“We were sloppy and didn’t really
kick it into gear until a -0 run in the
final 1:30 of the third quarter,” Bollers
said. “T thought we playved most of
the first three quarters on Sterling’s
terms, not ours. Not pleased that they
dictated the pace. We took too many
long shots but once we got back to
things that can allow us to score 20
points in three minutes, we really
rolled late. Defensively, a much better
job in the second half, especially se-
curing rebounds and getting out and
running.”

While the Indians shot 57% from
the two-point range, they were 9-of-
29 (31%) from the three-point arc and
g-of-15 from the charity stripe.

Hopwood again paced the Indi-
ans with 21 points on 8-of-14 shoot-
ing from the field. Senior wing Cade
Hemphill added 19 points, and class-
mate and forward Nick Glatfelter was
one rebound short of a double-double
with 14 points and nine while record-
ing a team-high in assists with five.

Defensively, Sterling was foreced
into almost 30 turnovers. The visitors
recorded 18 steals with Hopwood,
Hemphill, senior Froy Morales and
junior starting point guard Colton
Holloway having three apiece.

The 4-0 Indians are top-ranked in
most coaches/writers polls and are
No. 2 in the Seeding Index from the
Colorado High School Activities Asso-
ciation.

Strasburg’s post-break schedule in-
cludes a grueling trio of road trips the
first week back and then three games
against upper-echelon Patriot League
squads the following week.

“Pretty good gauntlet to test us
coming back,” Bollers said.

STRASBURG @ STERLING

o Hemphll 150 (ateler 18 Holoway Layden Ml by Mok &

[Fo—

Padwiz: Hopraood £
Miner 3 Marcian

=

PHOTOS BY SCOTT GERRARD Tor The Soout

Indians Colton Holloway, left, and Gideon Milner attack the bucket against Tiger Brayden Schmaltz
during the annual Strasburg-Bennett rivalry matchup Dec. 16.

Rubounds: Gllleiel T Dodor 6 lopwood 4: Marabas, follway, e 5 Miller
Herphall, el 1
Axalts: Galleivr 5: Plerpbal 4; Hopwood, Manahas, Hollowsy 3
Sheahs: logwoced, Henpdll Morgies, Holoway 3, Glatkeher 2 Docge, M, Hanahan
M=
Mhl el 3 Mo, Ming
BENNETT TIGER TIP-OFF
During their annual three-day

round-robin Deec. 11-13, the Tigers
went 2-1.
A come-from-behind 54-38 victo-

ry over Rocky Ford Thursday and a iy

dominating 61-19 win over Ellicott on
Saturday were sandwiched around a
67-30 Friday loss to Fort Morgan.
ROCKY FORD

Opening night saw the visiting Mel-
oneers with a 26-19 halftime lead and
up 29-19 with 7:15 left in the third
when Thornton’s troops scored 29 of
the next 31 points to take a 48-31 ad-
vantage into the final quarter.

“I think the boys took what we talk-
ed about at halftime to heart,” Thorn-
ton said. “Much better job on defense
and converting that into some easier
offense in the third quarter.”

Bennett shot 37% from the field, but
were 15-0f-34 (44%) from two-point
range, and was 12-of-17 at the free-
throw line.

Tues. - Sat.
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
smokeshowmeats.com

a: '
Bavette

56761 E. Colfax Ave.
Strasburg, CO

Junior Daniel Rodriguez reached
double-digit points with 11, followed
by four other Tigers with 7-9 points
apiece.

Defensively, active hands result-
ed in 18 Bennett steals, led by senior
guard Juan Santoyo with six and Ro-
driguez with five.

ROCKY FORD & BENNETT

ELLICOTT

“Our best overall game for a full
four quarters,” said Thornton of his
squad’s victory over the Thunder-
hawks. “Started out strong and car-
ried it through to the end. Really good
response from the previous night
(loss to For Morgan).”

After jumping out 12-4 in the first
eight minutes a defensive shutout in
the second quarter sent the Tigers
into the locker rooms up 28-4. Stin-
gy defense continued after halftime
as Bennett took the final two quarters
12-7 and 21-8, respectively.

The Tigers shot 69% from two-point
range and 47% overall. The orange-

levator

Wednesday, December 24, 2025

and-black also protected the ball well,
committing only nine turnovers.
Junior guard Carter Jarman had his
coming out party for the Tigers, scor-
ing 21 points on g-of-10 shooting, in-
cluding 3-of-4 from behind the three-
point line. Eight other Tigers tallied

| anywhere between 2 and 8 points

each.
It was a group effort on the boards
as 10 Tigers corralled 33 rebounds.
“Hopefully, we can get back to re-
membering how we played that night
and what was successful,” Thornton
said.

FORT MORGAN

The 4A top 10-ranked Mustangs
held Bennett to single-digits over all
four quarters, having end of quarter
leads of 14-5, 29-14 and 55-22.

Fort Morgan shot 50% from the
field compared to 27% for the hosts.
Bennett also lost the rebounding bat-
tle 34-24 with the Mustangs collect-
ing 15 offensive rebounds.

While four Fort Morgan players
reached double-digit points, only

+ senior Alfredo Duran got out of sin-

gle-digits for Bennett with 10.

Entering the holiday break, Bennett
is currently at No. 35 in the CHSAA
postseason index, three spots out of a
plavoff berth. Upon returning to the
court next month, Bennett has three
games Jan. 6-9, including a pair of
Frontier League matchups to start the
stretch.

FORT HORGAN @ BENNETT
Polmts: Duran 110; Sanioyo, Pulide 4; Jarman, Evan Gamer 3; Rodniguez, Ri-
chrdo Loya, Schmaliz 2
Rebounds: larman, Rodrguer b: Santoy
2 Duran 1
Steals: Senovo 3; leman 2
Blocks: Schmaliz 2; larman, Pubde |

4: Schmaiz 3: Hawes, Pubdo

COMING UP — STRASBURG
Jan. 6: @@ Peyvion,

COMING UP — BENMNETT
lan. 6: @ Pinnacle

' ' i

~— __\ LOOKING
FOR PROPANE?

-

S NEED7ASTANK?

BUY, LEASE &
RENT PROGRAMS
1000 Gal Tank,
$5,500.00
500 Gal Tank,
$3,400.00

20#, 30#, 40# & #100
Bottle Refills

(Within expiration date)
Propane Fill
$2.00 per galion

{Prices subject to change)

Open: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
555 Colfax Ave., Bennett

(303) 644-3251

Roggen Farmer's Elevator Association
Roggen Office: (303) 849-5506
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From left photo, Lady Bulldog Sydney Smith drives around a Dayspring Christian defender Dec. 13 while teammate Leyla Sayler battles for the rebound with an Eagle player

Lady Bulldogs split against northern nonconference foes

by Steven Vetter
Managing Editor

The Byers Lady Bulldogs split a pair
of nonconference contests against
northern Colorado foes.

After riding a strong defensive effort
to a 55-32 win at Lyons Dec. 12, the
green-and-white had a disappoint-
ing second-half collapse in a 59-58
overtime defeat to visiting Dayspring
Christian.

“We're 4-2 entering the break,
which 1 think is a good place for us to
be, especially with our heaviest part of
the schedule coming up right after we
get back,” said Byers head coach Chris
Cary, “but boy would have been nice
to have gotten that Dayspring game.
Hopefully that’s not one we're looking
back at come playoff seeding time.”

@ LYONS

Friday night’s road game saw Byers’
stingy defense hold the host Lions to
single-digits over the first three quar-
ters and to 27% shooting for the night.
The Bulldogs jumped out 15-4 after
the first eight minutes and led 24-13
at halftime and 40-21 entering the fi-
nal quarter.

“Really played well on defense, col-
lapsed around them and very active
around the ball,” Cary said. “Probably
wotlld have liked a little more spread
on the score earlier in the game, but if
we continue to play defense like that,
we should be in pretty good shape.”

Offensively, the green-and-white
shot 22-0f-39 (56%) from two-point
range, but was only 1-of-11 from be-
hind the arc and 8-of-17 from the free-
throw line. The Bulldogs also record-

ed assists on 15 of 23 made buckets.

“Got to finish better close in to the
basket, and that includes making our
free throws,” Cary said. “But starting
to do a better job of finding the open
teammate for a better, more open
shot.”

Nine Bulldogs scratched the scoring
column with sophomores Leyla Say-
ler and Sydney Smith both reaching
double-digits — 14 and 12 points, re-
spectively. In addition to a team-high
five assists, junior guard Madi Olsen
led the visitors with nine rebounds,
six on the offensive end. As a team, 11
qf the Bulldogs’ 31 boards were offen-
sive.

Byers’ 13 steals included four from
Smith and three from senior Abi
Green.

“Really good effort across the
board,” Cary said. “Finally making
some headway on figuring who our
No. 7-9 kids are going to be. A lot
more comfortable with the rotation at
the moment.”

BYERS @ LYONS
Polnts (55): Leyla Sayler 14; Sydney Smith 12, Madi Dlsen 9, Abi
Green & Danica Lancaster, Taiva Eymann 3; Kaci Harris, Tina Cichos,
Karley Linnedur 2
Rebounds (31): Olsen 9; Eymann &; Smith 4; Green 3; Lancaster,
Sayler, Linnebur 2, Harris, Gchos, Kerns 1,
Assists (15): Olsen 5; Lancaster 3; Smith, Eymann 2; Green, Say-

ler, Linneur 1

Steals (13): Smith 4, Green 3: Oken, Eymann 2; Lancaster, Lin
nebur 1.

DAYSPRING CHRISTIAN

Just as the Lady Bulldogs appeared
to be hitting their stride, the last quar-
ter-and-a-half of Saturday's game
against the visiting Eagles reared its
ugly head.

The green-and-white had a 19-13

( ],“\I T%%]w-N
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Monday: By Appointment
Tues./Wed./Fri.: 9:30am-5:30pm
Thursday: 9:30am-1:30pm

Open First Saturday of Each Month

vy

first quarter lead and entered halftime
with a 29-25 advantage. Cary’s troops
appeared to take control out of the
locker rooms, going up double-digits,
but by the end of the third quarter,
Bvers was up only 43-38. Dayspring
maintained the momentum over the
final eight minutes and had a 56-55
lead when a foul sent the Bulldogs to
the free-throw line with a chance to
win in the final seconds. Only one of
two free throws were made to send
the game into overtime, which Day-
spring won 3-2.

“Missed opportunities that's
probably the best title for that game.
Had the lead up to 10 twice and didn’t
execute things at the end — turnovers,
missed lay-ups, missed free throws,”
Cary said. “1f we just tighten things up
at the end, the whole thing probably
looks different. Hopefully a game we
learn from and grow from.”

The hosts went 38% from the field,
but were only 12-of-21 from the free-
throw line.

Savler, Olsen and junior Taiya Ey-
mann all reached double-digits in
points with 17, 14 and 12, respective-
ly. Olsen recorded team highs with six
assists and seven steals.

As a team, Byers committed 27
turnovers.

The Bulldogs concluded the pre-hol-
iday portion of their schedule ranked
No. 9 in the Colorado High School
Activities Association’s seeding index
for playvoff determination.

“Still feel pretty good about things,
especially being in the top 10 right
now,” Cary said. “But we'll see where
we stand when we get back from
break.”

For coverage of the Lady Bulldogs’
Dec. 19 home victory over Kiowa, see
the Dec. 26 Eastern Colorado News.

The Lady Bulldogs’ first three games
in January are against No. 6 3A Wig-
gins, 2A top-ranked Simla and 3A No.
1 Denver Christian.

DAYSPRIMG CHRISTIAN @ BYERS
Polnts [58): Sagler 17: Oksen 14; Eymann 12; Karns 8: Lancaster,
Harris 3; Smith 1,
Rebounds (32): Green 7; Sayler, Smith 6; Olsen, Kerns 3; Lancast-
er, Ciches, Eymann 2; Harris 1,
Assists (14): Disen 6; Eymann 3; Lancaster 2; Harris, Gichos,
Kerns 1
Steals (12): Olsen 7; Green 2; Lancaster, Sayler, Kerns 1,
Blocks (2): Lancaster, Kerns 1.

COMING UP

lan. 6: (0 Wiggins.

Jan. 9: @ Simla.

lan. 13: Denver Christian.

Sa

BAD En:l\g:
Hmw TRACTORS 3__4

from j,mur fmends at |
Kauffman Sales & Rentals DBA

58801 E. Hwy 36, Strasburg CO, 80136

(Next to the old concrete plant facility)

303-622-401 2

FHHuustier
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POWER BETONS BELIEF
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1313 Monroe St. Strasburg, CO
7:30am - 6:00pm Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:00pm Sat.
8:00am - 1:00pm Sun.

Wishing You and All Your
Furry Friends a Joyful 2026!

Hoppy New Year

Strasburg Veterinary Clinic » 303-622-4415
i 96151 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg, CO 80136
T Mon. - Fri. 8:00 am. - 7:00 p.m., Sat. 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Drive a little $SAVE A LOT!!!
=4

1 — _' IRC Factory built homes

2 story and Cape Cod styles

www.drivealittlesavealot.com

o«

e
f

b o

:—wﬁ

Owver 100 floor plans
Financing wa.
Land and Home packages

Great Prices!
Great Service!

Full construction services

Triplewides and larger homes
e Singlewide and HUD coded
Full cabin style homes

Accolade Homreos
of Calhan, Inc.
1015 5' St. Calhan, CO BOBOS8

&
719-347-3125

30 minutes east of Colorado Springs on Highway 24 next to the Loaf N’ Jug in Calhan

' Last week
- to join for $1 &
lock In your
Founders’

hennettico@anytimefitness.com

Wednesday, December 24, 2025
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PROTOS BY STEVEN VETTER The |- /11 St

From left photo, Lady Indian Chloe Fields tries to find a shooting opening against the defense of Ben-
nett's Emma Jordan, left, and Mya Robledo, and Taryn LaForce scores two over lordan.

GB BENNETT @ "BURG FROM PAGE 7

While eight Indians scratched the
scoring column, senior center Taryn
LaForce was the only to reach dou-
ble-digits with 12 points.

Strasburg won the rebounding bat-
tle by a landslide, 53-19, but couldn't
reap the benefits of 26 offensive
boards. LaForce recorded a dou-
ble-double with 13 rebounds, nine on
the offensive end.

“Too many misses around the bas-
ket,” reiterated Ames.

Bennett concluded its pre-Christ-
mas part of the schedule 5-2 overall.

STRASBURG @ STERLING

In their second battle against Tigers
of the week, the Lady Indians fell 57-
26 at Sterling Dec. 18.

The red-and-black was within
shouting distance, 13-7, after the
first eight minutes, but an 18-0 sec-
ond-quarter shutout at the hands of
the hosts’ had Strasburg down 31-7 at
half. It was a deficit the Indians could
not overcome.

Poor shooting again plagued the In-
dians, who went 9-of-47 (19%) from

the field and 7-of-16 from the free-
throw line.

The Indians finished the 2025 por-
tion of this season 1-4.

COMING UP — STRASBURG
Jan. 6: St. Mary's Academy.
Jan. 8: @ Woodland Park.

COMING UP — BENNETT
lan. 6: @ Pinnacle
lan. 8: Alameda

BENNETT & STRASBURG
BEMHETT
Polnts (47): Emider Yerveberg F3; knie Ladd % Adeen Duran &; Maie Robliedo 42 Mya
Robiedd, Frronia kordan, My Borwtamet 2
Robounds [19) : Dwan 5; Verneberg 4: Ladd 3; Ma Fobledo, My Robledo, Blaweises
2- joeddan 1

Asslsts (S} Ha Robledo 3; Deran, Yerneberg 3
Steals {18): Ladd 7, Duran, Ma Roblede 3; lordan, Bmvoet 2 Venneberg |

STRASEURG

Polmts [37): Taryn LaFoece 12; Add Kent, Kybe Blane |5; Chioe Fiids, Tatana Rojatm 4;
Wyrare Winter & Emedr Cardenas, Mk Friedvich |

Rebounds ($3): LaForor 13; Rolahn 12; Fiekds % Wine, Candenas 2; Blases, Friedrich 3,
e Tiftary, Mcilen s

Asslsts (S} Kert, Bt LaFouee 1

Steals {11): ®nter 4; Kenl, | Fore & Cardenas, Blase, Pafoma Rodriguer 1

Blecks {1): LaFouce |

STRASBURG @ STERLING
Polnis (28]: LaForce & Water Cardenas. 6; Bylee Tl Felds 2 Kent, Garcka 1,
Rebounds [32]: LaForce % Winder, Tiftary, Rodabin 4; Fels, Frisdrich 3; Mert, Carderan
& Gaedia 1
Assbrts (3} Kent Garcia, Rofahn 1
Steals {§): Kert, Wintee. 2; Roisbn, Ladoete
Blecks () Fere, Wintes |

Lady Indians go 1-1

by Douglas Claussen
Publisher & Editor

SIMLA — The Lady Indians basket-
ball team won its first zame of the sea-
son with an easy 48-25 triumph at the
Simla Invitational Basketball Tourna-
ment.

Against the Lady Chargers Dec.
12, Strasburg scored early and often,
posting leads of 17-7 and 53-25 after
each of the first two quarters and won
the game 48-25.

“It was good to see our improve- |,

ment,” said Strasburg head coach
Merci Ames. “We came out and were
aggressive and took care of the ball.
We were able to take advantage of our
speed and height.”

Strasburg also faced the tournament
hosts, the No. 2 Simla Lady Cubs, los-
ing 56-8 in the championship game
Dec. 13. Simla is the top-ranked team
in 2A, according to CHSAA.

The Indians never got rolling, trail-
ing 28-0, 43-2 and 54-4 after each of
the first three quarters.

“We were unable to effectively break
their press and Simla is very good,”
Ames said. “Simla was able to take
advantage of our inexperience and re-
ally jump up in score. We were a little
more effective in second half and will
use this to build off of for next week.”

at Simla Invitational

< E

f £
U S

|

Lady Indian Rylee Tiffany defends a Simla player
Dec, 13.

CROWLEY COUNTY we. STRASBURG & SEMLA

Polts (45]: LaFosce T6: Kerd 125 Winter 8: Fckds 4; Tillary 2) Garca 2 Blake 2. R
driguer ¢
Rabssmnedi |11 ); LaFnice 10 Rogafn £ TRy 5; Ficlds 4 Wnne 3; Rodegees 1
enaiets [ 10 Went % Winer 6 Gonoe | LaFosoe 1
Staali [17): Kt 7 Wite 1 Tlfamy 2 Gorci 12 Fiek®s |; Rosabn 2 Hodeigoer 3
Bocks (1)) LaForce 1; Kenl 1

STRASEURG & SMLA
Palets (B3 Laforoe 4; Rt - Rediigues 7
Eebsandi. (211 LaFoice 75 Rigehin 4; Fel® 4; Wenl 1, Batet 1) Ty 1) Gl |,
Lardenes B Fisdkih |
dasieks (7] Koot | Rogan 1
Staali [5): Wler 2; Laloroe 2; Caderers 10 ks | Rogata 12 Rodeigues |

Bocka [ 1)1 LaForce 1; Keril 1 Do denas. 1

COMING UP
lan, & 51 Mary's Academy
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FHOTOS BY ALYSSA STEMO For The Sooct

Bennett School District hosted its secondary band concert Dec. 10 with both middle and high school ensembles performing. The evening also included the Bennett Marching Tigers dotting the aisles of the
high school auditorium during their Christmas promenade. Clockwise from top left, Colton Anders plays his clarinet; the trio of Kolton Barden, Ryan Bavouset and Bentlee Raymond play their brass; Sophia
Arnold plays flute; 1l Daza Saldana, Alejandro Flores, and lustin Canales make up a trio; and the Marching Tigers entertain with not only their music but brightly adorned instruments.

ARAPAHOE COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CASE NO. PP23-002, RANCH AT WATKIN FARMS
FILING NO. 1/PRELIMINARY PLAT

PROPOSAL: The applicant, Strategic Land Solutions, Inc., 1s seeking ap-
proval to subdivide a 36.74-acre parcel into 11 lots and one tract. Lots |
through 11 will be developed for single-family residential, and Tract A will
be used for a detention pond. The residential lot sizes range from 2.41 to
4.5 acres, which adheres to the minimum 2.41-acre lot size in the RR-B
zone district. Access to the subject property is from the E. Coltax Service
Road.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on January 13, 2026, at 9:30 AM., or
as soon thereafter as the calendar of the Arapahoe County Board of County
Commissioners permits, a public hearing will be held; at which, all in-
terested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the
above-described Case No. PP23-002, Ranch at Watkins Farm Filing No. 1/
Preliminary Plat. The public hearing will be held at 5334 S Prince St., East
Hearing Room, Littleton, CO 80120, with the option to participale remote-
ly. The agenda will typically be posted by the Friday afternoon preceding
the hearing and can be viewed on our website at https://arapahoe.legistar.
com/Calendar. You can also listen to, or speak at, the meeting by calling
1-855-436-3656. To join the speaking queue, press *3 on the telephone
keypad.

More information about this proposal is available at the offices of the Arap-
ahoe County Public Works and Development Department, Planning Di-
vision, 6924 S Lima 5t., Centennial CO 80112, by calling 720-874-6650,
or by emailing planning@ arapahoegov.com during regular business hours
(8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday).

Joan Lopez, Clerk to the Board

Published in The 170 Scourt on Wednesday, Dee. 24, 2025, and Eastern Colorado News on Friday, Dec. 26, 2025.

GARAGE DOORS Maverjck Steej

S ERP=

COMMERCIAL AND
RESIDENTIAL

New Door Sales and Installation
Service to Existing Doors
Spring Replacement
Opener Installation and Service

** FREE ESTIMATES **

AFTER-HOURS AND EMERGENCY
SERVICES AVAILABLE

75 West Highway 40 Byers, CO 80103

303-822-8949 (after hours 720-880-9784)
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Sounds of the Season in abundance at S tra,séiurg 5 econofary concert
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PHROTOS BY CARL STEITZTex The oo
Strasburg High School and Hemphill Middle School hosted their joint Robots, Reindeer and Guitar Riffs winter concert at Mountain View Fellowship Dec. 9. The full night of activity included middle school choir and band, high school band and guitar students from both the middle and high schools. The choir portion was under the direction of Tami Hart, while first-year band instructor lohn Ricks took charge of the band and
guitar performances. Above from left photo, the high school wind symphony and concert band get situated and the middle school bank takes direction from Ricks.

o Merrg s\&
. Happy Holldas N

.w‘-
- Hohdag Hours A 1@ '

4, Clns‘%’@lﬁ'ﬂ . ChristmastEuels
_ tlosed All Dug*@hrlstm
Dec 31~ Close @ 3p.m. Ni ’%é‘h‘f" s Eve
ja X5 GLQSeﬂ%ﬂfé

A" The Musketeers

o= .. Veterinary Practice
550 E Colfax mre, Unit A, in Bennett

%wwf 303-644-4MVP

Y e%s m‘a‘&%& |

- N

Normal Lﬁhhg H‘c.rur;: " -
Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 4:00 pm e FNB Ba n k

Normal Drive Up Hours: - suate Chartered Bani — Member FOIC
Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Member

1076 South 1st Street » Bennett, CO 80102 « (303)644-5100 » www.fnb.com

TM BY CARL STEITE o The '- -
Clockwise from above photo, new Strasburg secondary school band director John Ricks presents a group
of middle school guitar students following one of their songs, and sixth-graders Iris Heiter and Sadie Hart
introduce choir selections.

HEALTH WISHES YOU
-

CHRISTNMIAS

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

OFFERING YOU
THE BEST

COMMUNICATION
SOLUTIONS

FOR YOUR RESIDENCE OR BUSINESS.

www.hugohospital.com

=, CONTACT US
. 303-822-5400 o]
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determination Dec. 3, 2025,

Ronalkd Oliver Hamilton was bormn in a sod home in Ellsworth,
Neb., May 23, 1930.

He served his country in the Korean War as a crew chief for a
B29 bomber, He came home and marmied Mary Loosvelt. They
were together for 63"/, years before God called her home in 2017.
Ron and Mary moved to Strasburg in 1964 and lived there until
2013. He worked for Braniff Aidines for 28 years and made many
lifelong friends. After Braniff, he ran the Comer Market Grocery Store and Feed Store
in Strasburg and retired to run the food bank.

He is survived by son Greg, daughter Debra (Shaun) Oppenheimer, sister lla Samson,
sister-in-law Sandra Loosvelt and many beloved nieces and nephews.

In 2021 Ron met a lovely lady, Kay. They formed a bond and took care of each
other. The good Lord called him home when his heart could no longer keep up with his

Services will be at 1 p.m., Friday, March 20, 2026, at the Joy Lutheran Church, 7051
Parker Hills Ct., Parker, Colo. Interment will be later that day at Fort Logan Cemetery.

Church Directory

Strasburg Presbyterian Church
56635 lowa Ave,, Strasburg, CO
WL S DCUSALUS

303-622-4325

« Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Juﬂremﬂ Church
Missonrd Synod

Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.

275 Ash Street, Bennett » 303-644-3044
ww“.cﬂrh'ms.uru
r r”\
FELLOWSHIP Yng#
Worship with us!

Sundays at 10 a.m.
In-person and online:
www.cornerstonebennett.com
303-644-3450 | 460 3rd St, Bennett
Mountain View

FELLOWSHIP
Bible-Based= Nondenominational
1955 Headlight Road in Strasburg
303.622.9600
“» A Christmas Experience <
Friday, Dec. 19: From 5-8pm
“*Christmas Eve-Eve Services»
Tuesday, Dec. 23: 4:30, 6:00, & 7:30pm
“ Regular Sunday Services
= B:30& m.-l%m'n
Servicio dominical regular a las 10:15
< Sunday Service Livestream
mvfcolorado.online.church
Midweek Elementary Gathering - Tuesdays & 6:30pm
Middla/High School Youth Group -Widnvsdati @ Tpm

Fird wis on Facebookdrstagram: Search “myvfcolarads”
mvfcolorado.com

calvary
bennett

Teaching God’s Word
verse-by-verse

Sundays 10:45 AM
Meeting @VFW in Bennett
115 Palmer Ave

|

Live-streamed @ calvarybennett.org

Offices located at 545 Palmer Ave
303.261.8853
info@calvarybennett.org

Download our app:

Saron Lutheran Church

1656 Main 5t. | Strasburg, CO | saronstrasburg.org
Worship 8:30 a.m. In-Ferson or on Facehook

&
% "'d ."a Emnqnﬁcul- I.U‘Ihblﬂn Church in America

-
,25, Wt Tabor
):
;@? Baptist Church
., ﬁ' R AT o1 e
. BT L Y e Saturday Service
B LR T ) S S SRR Sunday School
Sun., 10=10:30 am. ..... Fellowship; 10:30 a.m. ... Church
Awana — Meetings every Tuesday (5:15-7:5 pm. Dineer served)

I Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be
unto God for his unspeakable

\gifl. P,
4 A
€ownoy
Crurer
. S-u.ndays at 10:00 AM
721 5 County Rd |1 73; Byers, CO
megSpnngsC-:.a-.;r.b-;:}rChurchByer"s org
I 719-659-8848 e
Strasburg Orthodox Missiom
WFFKLY
Vespers

Safmrdary, 7 pam.

Savon Lutheran Church
(1635 Main SL)

Info: strasburgorthodox.org

Our Lady
Df the

F lains
Catholic Church

Pastor: Fr. Jeff Wilborn
186 N. McDonnell i, Byers CO 80103
Panish; 303-822-5880, Hall: 303-822-5889
Sacramental Emergencies; 303-351-2551
www.onrladyoftheplains org

Mass TivEs
* Tue, Wed, Thur, Fn &

every Ist Saturday 8:30 am
» Saturday 5:00 pm

= Sunday 9:00 am

11:30 am en espaiiol

SAL iy

S:lEun!:l} 4:15-4:45 P
Sunday 8:15-8:45 am & 10c45-11:15 am
Or by Appointment

PN

OFFICE CLOSED ON MONDAYS

Churehes and obher wenprofits
Please keen ws Laformed "lf oLy
aetivities for publicity and coverage

ta 9

Dougles Clawssen, Publisher § Bditor

Tussday, 7pon& | |

Wednesday, December 24, 2025
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PHOTOS &Y STEVEN VETTER 1he |- /0 St
Deer Trail first- and second-graders combined efforts on their performance of "The Littlest Christmas
Tree" Dec. 15. Above, The Littlest Christmas Tree, played by Kara Hamner, gets decorated by a bewy
of forest critters, Below, the Wood Cutter, played by Maverick Goddard reads his part with assistance
provided by second-grade teacher Nicole Rogan. The approximately 50 aspiring actors and singers

were under the direction of music instructor Dawn Heck,

———

tremiyelidtiiendstat

l)onwr Railings
\IJ IM mll

\.
w-m.:

LT \ Vil
'FOBQJ,QE ""‘"*’u hl e\

g
s
[



Wednesday, December 24, 2025

Bannett Parks & Re:reatmn District
455 5. Ist Street » 303-644-5040

fr::.am' _
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(7Lt 1A v a Crreat . 2020/
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“The T.Agency Tear'ﬁ
303 644 3047

A
|

Y.
NEW YEAR

e <1 AT AN :
Tanla Stephens, Broker/Owner ’ . :
(303)726-7778 o East Re 310 Colfax Ave.
Adrlan Castille Monge, Agent w° 5’{, P.0. Box 334
(T20)717-321T [Se Habla Espariol) > = s Bennelt, CO 50102
Guinton Kopang, Agent, ./ - % 303-644-4444

[303)720-4601

We wish you a happy 2
and safe new year

COF?E

OlIL COMPANY
303.915.8590

We looks forwand to senving you in 2026/

www.cuttingedgeagandturf.com % § Cuttmg Edge /
(303)622—9540 %" ;_t? ‘rf.r and Tant Sine,

" Internet '

l':“'"' :- M Ir ”1_3! Fﬂ_- g l'#-
Promotions =¥ St
¢
o -

Visit our website for all the details! EasternSlopeTech.com

Newstear

.-iﬂ om'our ’ran‘ltly to yours ’
& remember us for all

your storage needs!

B @C@ Petro Mat
303-622-4896

6920 E. Colfax,
Strasburg

: Hi-Flow
= . DIESE'

c/-(a ;b;n{ Nem yed’z’

Strasburg Conoc
303-622-4395
56491 E. Colfax
Strasburg, CO

EBHRHIGAI. BIM

Happy New Year! May the coming year be full
of adventures and opportunities, We sincerely
appreciate your loyalty throughout the year! ".;-*'-h-:.-

303-622-24HR (2447} {

Your Local Heatmg & Air Cand';t.‘amng Specialist

HIGH PLAINS

SANITATION SERVICE

Septic Tank Cleaning
Locating and Inspections

2 303-622-4126 ==

www.highplainssanitation.com
Family Owned & Operared

THE 1-70 SCOUT &
EASTERN COLORADO NE
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FHOTOS BY ISALC MARRKUGH [Fe | [T e

The Town of Bennett distributed toys and other holiday cheer at town hall Dec. 13. Guests filled out a slip with desired gifts for the little ones this Christmas. Orders were filled by a combination of town official
and staff and volunteers. From left to right, Bennett Finance Director Danette Ruvalcaba and 1-year-old daughter, Osette, pack toys into a bag from the wish list; Trustee Royce Pindell has on his best festive
shirt as he helps pick out gifts; and Adams County Commissioner Emma Pinter carries a bag full of toys to the Bennett Town Hall curb.

SeERETSEE 568886 B SeET
% MERRY CHRISTMAS &
) HAPPY NEW YEAR

The Gitt Shop

Downtown Strasburg: Mon.-Sat., 10 A.M. to 5 P.M.

REPEPHR

HAPPY
== = ®

"HOME CONSTRUCTION

e 2, RERPAIR SERVICES, LILC s

= el &

New Construction - Remodeling - Home Repairs * & More!
(303)877-2788; homeconstructionandrepair.com

' SHOOTER’S '
PIZZA
FOOD TRUCK

STUDENT DISCOUNT: Enjoy
10% OFF All Food Truck
Items From 1lam—2pm

ALSO SERVING

CALZONES!
CALL AHEAD, ORDER
ONLINE OR SCAN QR CODE

303-241-1125
www.shootersbargrill.com

pen 7 Days A Week
liam - 8pm

oo ': Y

Located In Shooters North Parking Lot

ARAPAHOE COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CASE NO. UASI25-002, DENVER PIPELINE EXPANSION
PROJECT [MAGELLAN]|/ USE BY SPECIAL REVIEW (USR)

PROPOSAL: The applicant, Perennial Environmental Services, on behalf
of the owner, Magellan Pipeline Company, L.P. (Magellan), seeks approv-
al for a Use by Special Review to install 33 miles of new buried pipeline
(10 and 16 inches) with above-ground remote monitoring valves and trap
facilities. The pipeline enters Arapahoe County near South Barlet Road
and East County Line Road in the southeastern part of the county. It then
continues northwest to East Colfax and North Hayesmouth Road, where
it enters Adams County. The pipeline’s destination is Denver Internation-
al Airport (DIA). The proposed pipeline crosses 121 parcels in Arapahoe
County and is estimated to affect about 360 acres.,

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on January 13, 2026, at 9:30 AM., or
as soon thereafler as the calendar of the Arapahoe County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners permits, a public hearing will be held, at which all in-
terested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the
above-described Case No.UASI25-002, Denver Pipeline Expansion Proj-
ect [Magellan] / Use by Special Review (USR). The public hearing will be
held at 5334 S Prince St., East Hearing Room, Littleton, CO 80120, with
the option to participate remotely. The agenda will typically be posted by
Friday afternoon preceding the hearing and can be viewed on our website at
https://arapahoe.legistar.com/Calendar. You can also listen to, or speak at,
the meeting by calling 1-855-436-3656. To join the speaking queue. press
*3 on the telephone keypad.

More information about this proposal is available at the offices of the Arap-
ahoe County Public Works and Development Department, Planning Divi-
sion, 6924 S Lima St., Centennial CO 80112 by calling 720-874-6650 or by
emailing planning @ arapahoegov.com during regular business hours (8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday).

Joan Lopez, Clerk to the Board

Published in The I-78 Sconr on Wednesday, Dec, 24, 2025, and Eastern Colovade News on Frnday, Dec, 26, 2025




Wednesday, December 24, 2025

Graduated income tax proposal
submitted for Colo’s 26 ballot

by Sara Wilson
Colorado Newsline

A coalition of liberal groups in Col-
orado want to ask voters in 2026
whether higher earners in the state
should pay more in income taxes to
raise billions more in revenue.

The group, dubbed Protect Colora-
do’s Future, submitted ballot measure
language Dec. 3 for a constitutional
amendment that would raise the in-
come tax rate for Coloradans making
at least $500,000.

“A graduated income tax is just
common sense: 98% of us get a tax
cut, and the folks doing really well
chip in a fair share to keep our schools
strong, our health care system solid,
and our communities thriving. That's
how we build a Colorado where ev-
ervone gets ahead, not just the lucky
few,” Kathy White, executive director
of the Colorado Fiscal Institute, said
in a statement.

Colorado’s income tax is currently
at 4.4%. The measure would bump
that rate to 4.6% for people making
at least $600,000 and increase it as
people earn more, to a 9.2% rate for
people making at least $10 million
per vear. People earning less than
$250,000 per year would see a slight
income tax reduction.

The proposal is what’s known as a
graduated income tax rate, in which
people pay a higher percentage as
their income increases. Twenty-sev-
en states and Washington D.C. use a
similar system. Colorado is one of 14

states with a flat income tax.

Colorado is also subject to the Tax-
payer's Bill of Rights, which caps
annual state spending according to
inflation and population growth.
Colorado can retain and spend tax
revenue up to that limit only, even if
it collects more and even if costs for
government services balloon.

“For more than three decades, an
upside-down tax code has hurt Colo-
rado’s schools, health care, child care
and the environment,” said Chris de-
Gruy Kennedy, head of the left-lean-
ing Bell Policy Center. “The cruel cuts
to health care and the absurd corpo-
rate tax giveaways in the federal bud-
get bill have pushed Colorado over the
edge, and only the voters of Colorado
have the power to make the wealthy
pay their fair share and restore fund-
ing to critical state priorities.”

The recent federal spending cut
and tax break hill slashed Colorado’s
expected tax revenue for the current
fiscal vear by about $1.2 billion and
will increase the state’s financial ob-
ligation for Medicaid and nutrition
assistance programs in future years.

To place the constitutional amend-
ment on the ballot, the coalition
would need to get at least 125,000
petition signatures, including from at
least 2% of the voters in each of the
state’s 35 state Senate districts.

Conservative activists are pursuing
other ballot measures that would cut
the income tax rate across the board.
Voters approved rate cuts in 2020
and 2022.
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A Eurasian collared dove sits atop street signs at an intersection on the south end of Strasburg one
chilly fall day. Eurasian collared doves are considered invasive species in Colorado and can be hunted

year-round without bag limits
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VETERINARY CARE
820 Sharis Ct Bennett, CO « 303-644-3337
WWW. wmgbpr:nuuet com

HAarPY HoOLIDAYS!

moﬁu LIVvING SPRINGS

youn p |

g ™+ Professional Experienced Staff
TRAVELING | . (1csp, Facility
FOR THE * Walks & Qutside Playtime
HoLipays? |+ ©wner Directed Feeding
« Experienced in Administering
SCHEDUL.E Medication
YOUR PET'S | - Baths Awailable for Additional Fes
BOARDING » Pet Updates Available
« Full & Half Day Daycare Available
ToDar! * Fully Insured

a year-round hunting opportunity.

Next time you’re away,
has a place to stay.

PET BOARDING & DAY CARE

As seeN oN  AmiMAL PLANET
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SUBSCRIBETO
ABSOLUTELY ADAMS!

Get the latest scoop on county initiatives, events,
and more by subscribing to our bi-weekly
Absolutely Adams newsletter!

Don’t miss out -
scan the QR code below.

|.. i ADAMS COUNTY
" POET LAUREATE

WELCOME
RECEPTION

Join us for a reception
honoring the second Adams
County Poet Laureate,
Aerik Francis.

Thursday, Jan. 22 | 5-6:30 p.m.

Adams County Government Center
4430 S, Adams County Pkwy., Brighton

An exciting collaboration between:

s ADAMS COUNTY anythink
¢ — I

STAY CONNECTED:

4430 5. Adams County Pkwy., Brighton, CO 80601
o SAdamsCountyGov '/\{_‘ @AdamsCountyGov

6 Pubilic Agencies _.-”Ac:‘m‘nsC‘oum_v'Cﬂ

adamscountyco.gov
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THE Not-So DusTty PAGES

20 YEARS AGOD
DEC. 27, 2003

Initial plans for an expansive air and land transportation hub and
industrial development in Adams County — sandwiched between
Front Range

Airport (FRA) to the north and 1-70 to the south have been filed
and construction could start before the end of 2006,

(n Nov, 30, the Colorado Springs-based Schuck Corporation
submitted a framework development plan (FDI') to Aurora officials
mapping out regional roads and earmarking 275 million square feet
of land for office, industrial and commercial development as part of
its TransPort project.

Bill Schuck, president and CEOQ of Schuck Corp., indicated the
TransPort project eould result in 10 billion in development and
ereate upwards of 38,000 jobs,

“TransPort would integrate rail, air and road transportation and
he an attraction to a variety of businesses interested in shipping and
receiving cargo to and from the area,” Schuck said. “This is probably
going to be as significant a job creator as Denver has seen in guile
some fime. Whal we are envisioning is an inland pert that is best
deseribed as being a regional distribution center.”

According to the development plan, approximately 1,000 acres
will be set aside for biotech businesses with another 1,500 acres to
host general industrial and corporate aviation companies. A hous-
ing development will not be part of the TransPort project, according
to Schuck: Sehuck is being joined on the project by Front Range
Airport and the Union Pacific Railroad. Union Pacific has said it
hopes to relocate most of its rail operations from downtown Denver
to the TransPort region.

A Minneapolis investment company that manages $1.9 billion in
assets, is reported to be an investor in the development.

15 YEARS AGD
DEC. 28, 2010

BENNETT — The Bennelt Recreation District is under new direc-
tion and setting its sights on making its new facility a Corridor-wide

eommunity hub.

Personnel changes were made Dee, & when the Bennett Park
& Recreation District board accepted the resignation-of director
Jeff Ratajezak and hired Chris Raines as interim director — a six-
maonth position,

Haines outlined her goals at the Dee. 20 board meeting,

“It's important to me that the ree center is here for the whaole
1-70 Corridor community,” she said, noting that she has intro-
duced herself to many businesses in Bennett and Strashurg, and
will do the same in Watkins and Byvers, in an effort to build rela-
tionships,

Raines also wants o work closely with other local recrealion
distriets,

“I stopped in at the Strasburg ree center,” she said. * 1 let them
know that I'm interested in complimenting each other, not so
much competing against each other. They are excited {o do so. [
eich other. They are excited to do so, | think it could he a great
relationship.”

10 YEARS AGO
DEC. 29, 2015

BRIGHTON — Holiday hopes of finding new homes for approx-
imately six dozen pooches removed from their previous home
north of Strashurg earlier this month reportedly came Lo fruition
the day before Christmas Eve,

The placement of the physically and mentally stable enough set-
ter-type dogs was announced Dee, 23, six davs after they were first
confiscated from Robert Altleson's non-profit All Setter Rescue at
gog0 Defoe Street about 10 miles north/mortheast of Strasburg.

“We are so grateful for the rapid response and are happy to re-
port that most of our partner shelters have also adopted out al-
muost every one of the dogs removed from the home near Stras-
burg,” said Adams County Animal Shelter and Adoption Center
Director Stephanie Wilde,

Some of the dogs with complex medical issues were placed with
other rescue groups.

TobAy IN HisTORY

Wednesday, December 24, 2025

| -~ Call today and receive a = 7
*— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE "
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFﬁ'STEP 1-855-576-5653

W&_I_K—I ~NTUE
: i Tl BhH Sl stbs Tt ey el sl

<40 present alar i Wos of purctass, CELR

With st of e Sals S
i e |, P R

8

iy i, Ot v ks
WeII4s HOCH [oa3I R Ins

—

8

© StatePoint hedia

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every

row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 2.
SOLUTION ON PAGE 22

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 24, man soldiers but also involving In 1851, fire devastated the Li- them children, died in a crush of rope,
the 358th day of 2025, There are  French troops. brary of Congress in Washington, panic after a false ery of “Fire!”
seven days left in the vear, This is D.C., destroving about 35,000 during a Christmas party for TODAY'S BIRTHDAYS
Christmas Eve. ALSO ON THIS DATE: volumes. striking miners and their fami-  Immunologist Dr. Anthony Fauci
In 1814, the United States In 1865, several veterans of  lies at the Italian Hall in Calumet, is 85. Filmmaker Lee Daniels is 66.

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHT

On Dee. 24, 1914, during World
War [, impromptu Christmas
truces began to take hold along
parts of the Western Front, prin-
cipally between British and Ger-

the U.S. Senate.

and Britain signed the Treaty of
Ghent, which would end the War
of 1812 following ratification by
both the British Parliament and

the Confederate Army formed Mich.
a private social elub in Pulaski,
Tennessee, that was the original
version of the Ku Klux Klan.

In 1913, 73 people, most of

In 1943, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt appointed Gen. Dwight
D. Eisenhower supreme com-
mander of Allied forees in Eu-

Basketball Hall of Fame coach Jay
Wright is 64. Singer Ricky Martin is
54- TV host Ryan Seacrest is 51. NFL
wide receiver Davante Adams is 33
Associated Fress

95 Leaves out

37 “Some look up and to the right
when telling one
48, Watcher

30. “The Forsyte _
worthy

40. Forty winks
42: r:‘dtéinih letter "['

43, *Said = easy peasy " with fingers
45 Likeaw E‘Ih i lifter, usually
47. Weasel-related onomatopoeia
48, Undo laces

50. Helicopter sound

52 “Showing low self-esteem or
boredom

56. oo centimes

57. Purl partner

58, From square one

58. Frustration, in a comic book
Go. “At ___, soldier!”

1. Don't go

6z, Dashboard acr,

fiz. Like Willie Winkie

G4 Frustrated driver’s recourse

DOWN

1. Urban hagze

Make like a cat

Ascus, pl.

Same as sea moss (2 words)
Rice wine

, Dress with a fMare

. Rudolph, when older

8. Famous Christmas guests
9. Like some champagnes
10, High mountain

12. Toyota truck model

13, Part of light

e =LA S

" by John Gals-

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Life offers a
buffet of possibilities, so with whom shall
you “dine?” Seek the company of people
who need your help, because helping will
feel good. Other contenders: the cheerful
people who have an attractive attitude and/
or interesting takes.

€ StaicFmnt Siedha

14. "Showing agreement
1g9. Healing plants

22. Be in a cast

23. "Show anger with arms
24. Unnerve

25, Eurasian antelope
26.%___ but not heard”

27. Much, in Italy

28, Song of praise

g. "I don’t know™ move

32. "One’s smiling because one's

33, Intoxicated

36. "Showing impatience with fingers
38. Like retina and brain connecting nerve

4o. Large edible mushroom
41. Keen

44. Nice place for a rocking chair
46. Reuse ideas

48. Forearm bones

40. Hustle and bustle sound
s0. Sandwich alternative

51 Stay out of its way!

sz Flace at angle

53 Gung-ho about something
54. Close by

55 Gwyneth, for short

56, Opposite of #54 Down

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). The foree we call
“destruction” has a negative reputation be-
cause people forget that it’s half of the foree
we eall “ereation.” Today, you'll dismantle
the fixture that's been stressing you out,
clearing space for something functional,
lovely and far maore reflective of the real vou,

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Todav's luck
comes from defining “luck” well or, to put a
finer point on it, specifically. Because there
is no universality to good fortune. What
gives you a dollop of joy? Remember it, wish
tor it, look for it, and vou'll experience it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Like a magician
using clever sleight-of-hand, you'll dabble
in a bit of harmless misdirection today, all
to charm, entertain and delight your audi-
ence. You're after their bright, surprised
smiles, and you'll get them.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Moaod fluctuation
is totally normal given all vou're doing now.
When the pace of life takes a lot of energy,
you may not have a ton left for self-care.
Do try and offer yourself tenderness and as
much leeway as possible.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). People around

ANSWERS ON PAGE 25

you are more tuned into you than vou think.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD H OROSCOPE
THEME: BODY LANGUAGE R L L I [ o L L b

1 12 1a |14
i{??i? Springs and such B O ¥ Hollda AntICI atIO!I You'll get the evidence of that today. It may
= Belland  Barker p influence your future behavior, knowing
B Wharton degree, acr, i i = Two square J"I“—'-t" ramp up feelings of gomeone is listening, watching and caring
11 Artist’s inspiration e ] anticipation on the eve ”f Ci“;'"-"t”‘*“': 4 Te=  ghout what vou do next. Maybe this feels
12. *Move head to show attention N I - — minder that every event lives in three plac-  ike love.
13. Angry growl o - I o es — the past, the present and tlhu future. LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). What vou need is out
]:‘: ﬂ;ﬂﬂﬂatﬁ;her : E:uth:; experience these events in reverse. there, waving its little arms, saying, “Hey!
Paton fancy dress (2 words) * i " - I(,hn:itl!um E-Ill!r! ]IVIL‘.‘i‘IIl lhr:' I'uturr.l', but the  Oyer here!” The funny part? It might look
18. *Making facial expression showing -, e 3 = joy of imaginmg it 15 Lm‘z!llﬂiﬂu ﬂ!—’l-ht now.  pothing like what you ordered. Stay open.
pain — - = - Let the anticipation brighten the whole ex- Ty,¢ right thing's en route, even if it's wear-
20. Mine passage perience. ing a disguise.
21 Single-handedly CAPRICORMN (Dec. 22-lan. 19). Whentospeak  yipgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There's not a
o ;ES:-]SE?”‘:.E i i fications and when the unspoken says more. When  wreature alive who thrives in bondage. You
';E"J Ecdm:u;g;;]:: Ing to specilications to open and when to close the door. When  gon't like feeling controlled, even if the one
30. Biochemistry acr. rhy ”j”'{h‘: ﬂ”‘l“lj j““] when it's A 1'{"‘3 "'ﬂll- controlling you is you. If your rules are too
31 Aerie baby “Y““' timing is stellar. Youw'll sense these  gerict, you'll rebel. What if you let go of the
14. Genesis Hiippt:r whens” one and all. diseipline today? What if vou did what you

naturally want to do?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23). Evervone seems to
have an agenda today — something they're
subtly aiming for, like a mood, a moment ar
a feeling. Most do it unconsciously. Not you.
You know exactly what you want. Guide the
action toward it, and enjoy the results,

SCORPIO  (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Love wears
many disguises. It can even look like de-
bate, challenge or people on opposite sides
of the room. Beneath each is the same im-
pulse: to meet someone where they are,
whether through engagement, contrast or
by giving them space while vou admire from
a distance,

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). There's a
clown in every class, and today you're that
holiday jester, lighting the room with really
charming comie relief. Your playful timing
hits just right, and vou also know when to
bow out and let the room glow on its own

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY (Dec. 24). Welcome to
vour Year of Wild Becoming. You'll shed
old versions of vourself with surprising
easc and step into something troer, braver
and more vou. Your courage inspires oth-
ers, and doors open because of it. Financial
abundance reflects this inner transtorma-
tion. More highlights: a creative project that
takes off, friendships forged in spontaneous
adventures, and love that sees you com-
pletely. Pisces and Virgo adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 6, 14, 22, 31 and 47.

Horoscopes by Holiday
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operated for 50 years.
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CORRIDOR COLLISION / -
AUTO BODY & PAINT

Sending The 1-70 Corridor and - 48

Sumounding  Areas
AR Insurance Wekome

303 644-3755

B30 SHARIS CT BENMETT. CO. 80102
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We Got Your Back!
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OIL CHANGE (CONV)
atmlwnde lfranty

ALIGNMENTS
Tu-Fri 8am to 5:30pm
_ Sat. 9am to 3pm

86773 E. I-70 Frontage Rd.
Strasburg, CO.

303-622-4100

ichi
uto Care
o lsed & new tire sales
e Tire repairs = 0il changes
e Windshield Chip Repair = Car Wash

Monday-Friday:

Purchase 4

H:ﬂu-Sln“ new lires and
Sﬂlllﬂfﬂu & rcceiw.iruc
Sunday: Closed rotations &

- flat repairs for %
97 11 Main St. life of tire!
Buyers, CO

303-822-8333

CHIROPRACTOR

TCLAUSSIEN
. CTITROPRACTIC

o 1517 Main Street
Wity Strasburg, CO

: 0 . (303)622-4200
COMPUTER/INTERNET

" FOR SALE

| SUPER-FAST HIGH-SPEED |

INTERNET

GUARANTEED T0 BLOW YOUR
| CURRENTINTERNET PROVIDER AWAY! |

Price: Starting at just $29.95/mo
Seller: Bijou Telephone Co-op

| Call 303-822-5400 I
if Eu*re _reaﬂv_fur mﬂethiﬁ I:uatt_er!

i

G T T

|
| :
|
| !
|
|

%

J

L .

SERVICE DIRECTORY

ATTORNEY COMPUTER/INTERNET CONSTRUCTION W

Serving the Bennett area with FIBER

 Fiber to the Home(FTTH):

Work better, stream faster, win bigger

w]th SYMMETRICAL SPEED Packages!

'
+www. easternslopetech.com
'

888-999-3778 ((EsTech | 5

» In-Home « Technical
‘ I:arl the Support
Enmputer Guy

120-281-4990

m@mmmmmww
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« Excavating

e
[EXCAVATION BESEWH

Landsoaping & Excavating Fros o H yd ra ]-I tS
« Landscape

720-507-4076 * Hardscape
infof@ crushexcavation.com

New Construction,

l Remodeling,
' Home Repairs, & More!
HOME CONSTRUCTION
s £ REPAIR SERVICES, LLC s
(303)877-2788

homeconstructionandrepair.com

Wally’s

Concrete

Licensed & Insured
Residential & Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
ALL FLAT WORK
STAMPED CONCRETE
FOUNDATIONS

No Job Is
Too Small or Too Big

References Available
Call or Text Walter

720-998-5731

Locally Owned
wallysconcrete@gmail.com
N/

GAGNE'S CONCRETE Licensed &

Insured
wi Free
rormMIvG, invc. Estimates

36 Years Experience
Commercial & Residential
Foundation Walls,
Excavation,

Flatwork,

Stamped Concrete,
Concrete Demao,
Hauling,

Recycled Asphalt Drives.
Bert Gagne

03- 941-3991 @‘

VISA |
———— 7

gagnesconc rete@netecin.net

A ———
—

Qﬂﬂﬁ’ff REMODELING ¢

BASTRENTE + d EH Mk

720.341.7105 « SUNSET-REMODELING.COM
Let us make your space amazing

Outback Construction
720-202-1490
constructionoutback@gmail.com

Locally Owned & Operated
* Pole Barns « Metal Buildings
Metal Roofs » Gutters
» Snow Removal « Driveways *
Concrete + Excavation
We Supply All Buildings & Materials.

- Open and Affordable ]

v  Dental

Fillings *Cleanings *Crowns
*Extractions *Emergency Services
*Root Canals *Whitening

Open Evenings and Weekends
In-Network for Almost All Insurances

303-644-5058

www.openandaffordable.com
250 E. Colfax Ave., Bennett, CO 80102

DUMPSTER RENTAL

Il[ HAIIlERE

120-61}6-3582
DCHAULERS.COM
Fast. Friendly. Fair.

/’F“h.(rl FFEY
= &

LECTRIC

COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL, SERVICE
LICENSED AND INSURED

(303)834-0431

Samgguffeyelectricllc.com_

55955 E Kentucky Ave
Strasburg, CO 80136

www . quffevelectric. com

R

Celll US {ferr
alRREEEStimate!l
Ex;aertfse T
F'ane s{elB
Bannsie Bmldmgs
Trenehmg o Whiing)
@@R&é@ Upgrecks
flicliblelShooting

Master Electriclan, 25 Yrs,
Insured - LICF 5487

303.434.4560

A1/Blood Hound Electric
Residential » Commercial

(’ No Job Too Small!

Loyd, Master Electrician

(720)404-3521

W.W. ENTERPRISES

Commercial * Residential
Soils « Percolation » Concrete « Compaction Tests
Foundation * Strictural » Sepric Designs

(719)775-9314 « Est. 1980

i) S 18=5 18]
Reliable Excavation Services
» Site Prep * Demolition & Debris Removal »
* Trenching & Backfilling * Snow Removal »
* Hydrant & Line Install & Repairs *
* Drainage Control/Driveways *
* Septic Systems & Repairs +

Jacob D. Hill Byers, CO|303-518-5161

FYEVENU

* Routine Eye Exams
* Medical Eye Care
* Sunglasses
* Contact Lenses
New Office Hours
Monday, Thursday & Friday:

Sam. —4p.m.
Tuesday &§ Wednesday:
dam.— 6 p.m.
Saturday: Appt. Only

Most Insurances Accepted
1506 Main St., Strasburg
720.405.2020; 2020EyeVenue.com
Locally Owned

ESTWARD
ENCE ui.c

BUILDING QUALITY FENCES SINCE 2003
CALL/TEXT (303) 3886792 FOR A QUOTE
INSTALLED BY OUR LOCAL BYERS TEAM

Colorado Elite
X 1 | outdoor Contractors
Remember us for all
your outdoor needs:
* Livestock Fencing * Pole
Barns * Loafing Sheds
* Deck & Patio Covers *

Cattle Guard Fabrication
& Install » Excavation

(720)712-8828

www.coloradoeliteoutdoor.com

Where exquisite quality meets affordable pricing!
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

N Rj Ask about
' 23 hardwood.
(303)887-8702

][}L,nif{
Full-Service Flooring Company
» No-cost, no-obligation
in-home estimates;

« Samples brought to
home at time of estimate.

Sales, Installation & Repairs:
Carpet « Hardwood
Laminate = Luxury Vinyl &
Waterproof Floors
Sanding/finishing of
existing hardwood,
prefinished hardwood &
hardwood stairs.

(303)667-0085

FUNERAL HOMES

FU‘HFRM HOMES & MONUMENTS
Locally Owned and Operated

56131 E. Colfax Ave. Strasburg, CO 80136

| www.lovefuneralhomes.com I
GARAGE DOORS

CORRIDOR

GARAGE DOORS
REASONABLE PRICING!
LOCAL BUSINESS!

303-990-3715

HEATING & AC
ﬂ
mﬂm e

Yikeaming AND AR CoNDITIONNGY

Senving Eastern Colorado for Over 30 Years

Sales/Service « Installation « Furnaces
Air Conditioning = Geo-Thermal »

p Fireplaces
@ 303-622-2914
FREE ESTIMATES

FENNOX Y onnew or replacement systems
plainsheating.com

U.S. MECHANICAL CEMPANY
Heating & Air Conditioning

Residential & Commercial

24 Hour Service = Straightforward Pricing
Daikin 12 vears parts & labor warranties®
Financing Options Available
Indoor Air Quality & Water Filtration
Free Estimates on Replacements / Installs

o 100%a Satisfaction Guarantee
Eis"ﬁ

e P DaIxin

\303 622.24HR(2447)

USMechanicalCompany.com

[ Kauffman Sales & Rentals DBA |
RIK

CLA

qullpn'l'E']'] t
Cales

Tractor and Eqmpment Repairs.
Backhoes * Loaders * Trenchers
Pick up and delivery available!

303-622-4012

HORSE BOARDING

M&] Ranch LLC, Strasburg
Drinking Post * Loaf Shed +
Stall wirun + Call for Pricing
Justine, 303/944-7894 or Matt, 719/271-0767
Mand.JRanchcolorado@amail.com

HOUSECLEANING

INTEGRITY INSURANCE
AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

Business * Home * Avto » Live » Heairn + Farm
Wites * Rexters & Conno * Rexran Propenty

(303) 644-4872
www.integrityinsagency.com
Contact Julie Lewis, integrityins@gmail.com

F W

Go Green!
| We recycle & pay
i for your junk car,
truck or SUV
CALL US FIRST
720-560-6763

LANDSCAPING

(£3TIDY HOME Sz«

* Maintenance Cleans

* Construction Cleans

* Move In / Move Out Cleaning

* Locally Staffed, Owned and Operated

| 303-803-5495 |

Canynrt crzek Lundscupe. L
Family owned and operated with over 38
years of industry experience.

HYDRANTS

|
HYDRANTS
installed or replaced

303-865-4830

INSULATION

For all Your Gommercial &
Residential Insulation Needs:
* ATTIC Blow Insulation;
* Net Blow Walls;

« Wall Batts;

* Vinyl Insulation;

» Spray Foam; and

* Foam Fire Stop.
* New & Remodel Homes

We Give You an Affordable Price!

Affordable Insulation LLC
47327 Clover Ave.
Bennett, CO 80102

For English, (303)1949-9751
Para Espariol, (303)437-0566
www.insulationindenverco.com

n facebook.comy/affordable.insulation. 73

‘A SONNENBERG
___@...c'\ . AGENCY, LLc
E&,ﬂ“ INSURANCE

Home — Farm & Ranch — Commercial

Strasburg Office — 970-522-1681
Renee Little
Renee®SonnenbergAgency.com

Landscape Installs * Gravel Driveways
Irrigation Systems = Retaining Walls «
Wallc Ways & Patios * Trenching &
Excavation * Land Clearing *
Drainage Solutions * Freeze Hydrants

Call us today for a free estimate.
720-427-8430

www.canyoncreeklandscape.com

LANDSCAPING MATERIAL

Strasburg Rock Co.
Sales & Delivery
Recycled Asphalt
Road Base » Arena Sand
Fill Dirt = Top Soil » Mulch
Decorative Rock « Compost
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PTA

Paintin

Professional Work at Reasonable Ratas

Interior-Exterior-Decks
Drywall Repair f:_ ;

Free Estimates » Licensed & Tnsured L

303-905-6659

PEST CONTROL

FAUL

PURE PEST 0

We get rid of pests
fast, safely, and
affordably.

Guaranteed results!

720-325-4500
purepestco.com

Mice & General Pests
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PET BEOARDING

 Family Owned Since 2004
8255 Strasburg Road

Call for a FREE estimate
720-557-6529

SOUTHSIDE

TOTAL MAINTENANCE
SINCE 1880
* Lawn Mowing * Agrate
« Sprinkler * Small Acreage
Repair * Field Mowing
*Bush Trimming  Look uw op on

303-644-5587

Heed custom parts meade, repaired. or labricated We do
custom work and sand hiasting for a low howrly rate.

huwnmﬂlup W

\E\ﬂ' 56769 Raflrond Strost. ¥ ﬂlﬂ
Monday - Friday 5-5

Difice Phone: (3030 622 4831  Afer Hoars: (1200 283 1073

o

i

The Four Legged Inn

Pet Boarding
303-644-4322

wiww. TheFourLeggedinn.com
Bennett, CO

LS

Next time you’re away,
ai{'{i"-'f. J-z{{. has a place

fa N

« Professional Experlenced Staff

= Clean Facility AR Y.

« Walks & Outside Playtime nPACF

« Owner Directed Feeding

« Experienced in Administering Medication
» Baths Available for Additional Fee

« Pet Updates Available

« Full- & Half-Day Day Care Available

= Fully Insured

LIVING SPRINGS

VYVETERINARY CARE
32[} Sharis Ct. Bennett, CO

303-644-3337

www.livingspringsvet.com

L As Seen On Animal Planet |
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Your friendly neighborhood
}H[ Efp:ﬂut I

v 4

LIVING SPRINGS
PET SPA
820 Sharis Ct. Bennett, (O
I Offering Full Grooming Services
I Grooming available: .o
I Wednesday-Saturday 'E_A.‘Ef;ﬁ
J* Clean Facility v 7 I
« All Breeds
- Cat Grooming
I Available
L. call For a Quote!

' 303-644-3337

i > :
www.livingspringsvet.com

As Seen On Animal Planet
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K enNED

PLUMBING & HEATING

New Construction » Water Heaters

* Boilers * A/C » Drain Cleaning *
Pumps + Gas Lines * Furnaces *

Septic Tank License
State License; MP188016
Bennett License: CL-066

303-710-1417
gtykennedy@aol.com

kennedyplumbingdenver.com

Dobert

Plumbing and Drain, LLC

Plumbing, Drain Cleaning, Water
Heater Replacement, Video Sewer
Inspection, Sewer & Drain Locating.

303-859-9126

pL Family-owned

v & operated
PRESTIGE in Strasburg!
720-284.9167 10 grening pumbing

Small drain cleaning « Hose repair
Boiler repair « Well tank valves
i |'.] FCTRONIC AND METAL RECYCL I‘\li]
Call Adam: (720) 327 9363
schal.adamlwgmail.com
COURTEOUS AND PROMPT SERVICE!

True Perfe'ct%n‘Sulutions
S :
Plumbing,and Heating

Ray Wamsley;iMaster Plumber
office {r?al. 058121329
Cell: (720)581-1278
trueperfectiunsuluHansplumhin@gmail.mm

Located in St@burg!

SERVICE DIRECTORY

MATT BRINKHOFF
303-324-0241

www.mattscoloradohomes.com
‘C\B ‘ COLDWELL BANKER

R E A LTY
LU““U‘Y Sharlyn
ose !

Realtyne. Rose
C - 303-916-8512

RECREATION

SPECIALIZING IN INSURANCE CLAIMS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
RESTORATION PROJECTS

A

SIMPLIFIED

RESTORATION
General Contracting Vade Simple!

WE HANDLE

Roofing Replacement
and/or Repair

Siding Repair and Paint
Gutters
Windows and Screens
Deck Repair

Concrete Replacement
and/or Repair

Any of your insurance
restoration needs
inside or out

Simplified Restoration is a
family owned and operated
Colorado business built
on the foundation of
integrity in all that we do.

We thrive on establishing
a long-lasting relationship
with our customers with
the goal of simplifving
the restoration process.

No job is too big or small

FREE ESTIMATE
FREE INSPECTION:

info@SimplifiedRestoration.com

303.872.3327

L]
]
’I

PREFERRED K
Conmacior 2= Mastic )

SimplifiedRestoration.com

WRIGHT BUILT

ROOFING & GUTTERS

Tile, Metal, Shingles, Shake
5-inch seamless gutters

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

(303)916-0332

PET CARE REAL ESTATE m STORAGE

The I-70 Scout & ECN Classifieds = 23

Front Range RV Storage

www.FrontrangeRVstorage.com

303-644-5800 JEEL 2121 NMANLLARD

Bennett, Colorado

w= LAAZ Roofing & Construction, LLC
» Roofing & Gutters

Farm = Residential = Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES

www.arrowh finelle

(303)849-6202
(303)994-5525

New Roofs * Re-Roofs
Repairs * Coatings
3 Generations
of Quality Roofing

CUMMINGS ROOFING CO.
31 Years Serving The Corridor!
Licensed and Insured
Steve Cummings
303-644-5500 « Cell: 303-594-8608

SEPTIC

QW PLay,

Septic Iunl. Cleaning
.

Pum ht]’]n ement and
Electrical Services

&2 (303)622-4126 7=

Family Crwred & Operaed

PREMIER Shannon
PORTABLES R“t h

SERW\CE AND RENTALS AVAILABLE
(303)822-6644 PO Box 9
(303)883-9339 Byers, CO

NIRTMANSTER

ATY, CYCLE & EQUIPMENT REPAIR LLC
MOTORCYCLE ATV 5KS UTV SNOWMOBILES
TRAILERS GOLFCARTS LAWN/GARDEN EQUIP
LIGHTS SAWIRING. ROLLCAGES WELDING/FABRICATION

PICK-UP & DELIVERY AVAILABLE - 3 -

1422 MONROE 5T.,UNIT G
STRASEURG, (0 60136
7203657794

AVAILABLE 10 AM - ?PMTUE‘SDA‘I’ ShTURI]A‘!' 3

&

k

Every Other Sat.: 8 am. -4 p.m.

LIVING SPRINGS

VETERINARY CARE

IntLgl.il.uL, Affordable Health
Care & Chirepractic Care.

Full service medical & sur-
gical practice specializing
in family pets, fine horses,
livestock, and exotics.
Mobile, emergency &
overnight triage
services available.

Offering pet boarding,
day care, and grooming.

s seen on lmimal Planel.

303-644-3337
wwwlivingspringsvet.com

820 Sharis Ct., Bennett, CO
Mon. - Fri.: 7:30 am. - 6 p.m.

Sunday: Closed

)

The Musketeers

Veterinary Practice

Caring and mmpussmnntu vet
care for your livestocl, horse and
furry four legged companions.

Il

Mon, Tu, Th, Fri - 8 am to 6 pm
Sat 8 am to 2 pm; Closed Wed & Sun

550 E Colfax Ave unit A in Bennett

303-644-4MVP

STRASBURG VETERINARY CLINIC

@ 56151 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg %

(303) 622-4415
Reed Hanks, DV

Mikavla Bonnett, DVM MO Worthington, VM

Savannah Kennedy, VM Anna Brown, [AVM

Samantha Drop, DVM

¥
¥ Y
Monday — Friday, 8am-7pm;

Saturday, 8am-1pm
Mobile & Emergency Service

Er;-

[ Kauffman Sales & Rentals DBA |

CLARK

Equ 1pmen:s

Sales.8x

Lawn mower and equnpment
small engine repair.
Parts and Service!

303-622-4012

r

"Caring for all of your pet, horse
and livestock needs along
the 1-70 Corridor since 1947."

lj{;&fﬁt ek, ey
\'ﬁrl 70scout. com, ”-'
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Windows & Siding
Any & All Types
Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates
303-907-4185 « 303-822-5252

This BaW Space
Only $22.50 Per Week
(3031622-97196

( R&MTree Service )
Tree & Shrub Trimming & Removal
- Insured - 16 years experience

| (720) 601-2030 |

STORAGE

1401 County Road 153, Strasburg
State of the art security, video
surveillance cameras, individual gate
codes, on-site managers.

Wednesday, December 24, 2025

CLAssIFIED ADs

Now hiring General Laborers

$20 per hour to start.

RS/
Q;&E Ff@ MNo Experience required, just have a valid CO Driver’s license
We Pay for you to get your Class A CDL if you want

to move into a different position.
Paid Weekly with PTO accruing from Day 1.

Please call Josh at (720)690-3817

Apply in person at: 2300 Cavanaugh Rd., Watkins, CO 80137
www.diversifiedunderground.com

303-622-4142

Poased 1231, 520 P

Above Normal Temperatures Continue

| Key Points/Overview
= Above normal femperatures will

continue through Christmas
Day

= A few record highs possible on
Monday

= Dry conditions expected
through Wednesday with snow
possible in the Mountains by
Christmas Day

= Elevated to critical fire weather
conditions for the lower
foothills and South Park
Monday

S HATIONAL WEKTMER SEMNICE Do/ Bouker
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PHOTO COURTESY OF MATHINAL WEATHER SERVICE

In its Dec. 21 forecast for Christmas week, the National Weather Service indicated it's unlikely that the
Front Range or areas of eastern Colorado will receive snow for the holiday

CHRISTMAS WEATHER FROM PAGE 1

snow on Christmas Eve and, may-
be 20% on Christmas Day, but water
temperatures suggest any moisture
will be minimal or mixed. Very low
chance of an official ‘White Christ-
mas’ (one inch or more of snow on the
ground).”

At the end of last week, a number
of area jurisdictions bumped up burn
restrictions to Level 2 — no outdoor
fires, including, but not limited to,
campfires, fires in constructed, per-
manent fire pits or fire grates within
developed camp and picnic grounds
and recreation sites; charcoal-fueled
fires, warming fires, fires in outdoor
wood-burning stoves (chimney sparks
or embers); and the prescribed burn-
ing of fence lines, fence rows, fields,
farmlands, range lands, wild lands,
trash, and debris.

“It's the most restrictive,” said the
Arapahoe County Sheriff's Office in
its Dec. 15 announcement. “While the
winds have subsided, we have very
low humidity, and very dry surface
fuels. Fire danger remains high.”

The town of Bennett and fire dis-
tricts all along the I-70 Corridor have
issued similar burn bans. Even in the
case of less restrictions, fire depart-
ments ask all residents to contact
their local jurisdiction for a burn per-
mit.

-~
Portable
Oxygen Concen

“Let all the commotion and damage
that occurred recently in Yuma Coun-
ty be a lesson to the entire eastern
part of the state,” a Corridor fire dis-
trict official said. “We kind of lucked
out in missing out on the extremely
strong winds that hit much of eastern
Colorado, but the danger is still very
real. Pretty much a tinderbox that can
ignite with the slightest provocation.”

Last Wednesday's Yuma County
fires ended up burning about 14,050
acres, much smaller than the orig-
inally estimated damage of 40,000
acres. The three primary burn sites
were considered fully extinguished
by midday Thursday. The largest of
the burn areas was approximately
12,000 acres about 20 miles south of
Eckley, a small town between Yuma
and Wray. Another 2,000 acres was
burned in what was called the County
Road L Fire.

The unseasonably warm, dry winter
included the area’s second-latest first
snowfall on record when 2-6 inches
fell Dec. 3-4. The latest first snowfall
on record oceurred Dec. 10, 2021. The
previous second-latest snowfall was
recorded Nov. 21, 1034.

“Fall 2025 was one of Colorado’s
warmest, favoring rain over snow and
leading to a ‘snow drought’ in some
areas,” the NWS said.

CDL DRIVER WANTED
$50-$70,000 DOE

OVERTIME - 401K - HOLIDAYS OFF
CLASS B - TANKER - HAZMAT

Call 303-549-5950

SEND RESUMETO:
anthony@globalpropaneinc.com

GLOBAL PROPANE

PO BOX 583, FRANKTOWN, CO 80116
globalpropaneinc.com

Executive Director — East Central BOCES

East Central BOCES is seeking qualified applicants for the position of
Executive Director, beginning July 1, 2026, on a 231-day contract.
Application Deadline: January 1, 2026

Preferred Qualifications:

» Successiul educational administrative experience

» Valid Colorado Administrator License

+ Knowledge and/or experience with BOCES operations

* Understanding of Special Education and Adminisirative Units

* Familiarity with Federal Programs (Titles -1V, Perkins)

+ Demonstrated ability to build and sustain cooperative relationships

Key Skills:

» BOCES operations and rural education policy knowledge

+ Strong written and verbal communication

» Team-building and staff development

* Budget management ($17 million)

+ Effective leadership of boards and superintendent groups

+ | egislative advocacy for rural districts

» Willingness to serve on local and state committees

Residency Requirement: Must live in or be willing to relocate within the E.C. BOCES service
area.

Application Instructions:
To apply visit: www.ecboces.org
Do not contact BOCES district administrators or board members directly.

Required Application Materials:
*Letter of Interest

Completed Application

«{Current Resums

*Three Letters of Recommendation

+ Unofficial College Transcript

*Copy of Current Administrator License

Jason Westfall, Executive Director, ECBOCES
P.O. Box 910, 820 Second Street, Limon, CO 80828
Telephone: 719-775-2342, Ext. 116; jasonw@ecboces.org

Currently Seeking

Welder

* 40 Hours/week
*7am.-330p.m.
» Weld Test Required
Walk-ins welcome:
9a.m,-12 p.m. & 12:30 - 2 p.m.
For more information,
stop by or call our office.
Denver Railings
& MeETaL Arr

3803 Heodlight Road
Strasburg, CO BO134
(720) 277-3534 | Office

Sherroom [losmrs S-S0 -1

PRAIRIE CREEKS LIVING CENTER
Assisted Living
Accepting applications for
FT Resident Assistant
*11 p.m. - 7:15 a.m. *
PT Resident Assistant
1l pm.-7 am.*
PT Activities
10 am.-5pm.-

AW positions require weekends & hofidays,
Apply in-person at
36175 Sunset Ave., Strashurg.
Background check reguired.
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Byers School District 32-]
IS now accepting
applications for:

Substitute
Teachers

IS LOOKING TO FILL THE
FOLLOWING POSITIONS
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE:

* HS Track Coach

$150/day * Bus Drivers
Classified applications can be *Substitute Teachers
found at www.byers32j.k12. .
co.us under the Human Re- * Cafeteria
sources tab on the District page. ;
) SRS Substitutes

Applications can be sent to:
PLEASE FILL OUT AN ONLINE
APPLICATION AT WEBSITE
WWW.DT26J.COM.
QUESTIONS? PLEASE CALL

HayLEy WHITEHEAD
303-769-4421.

Byers School District 32J
444 E. Front Street
Byers CO, 80103
(303) 822-5292 x1139
(303) 822-9592 fax
ksnndburg.stacy@byers.mE.on.us

A

ROGGENARM_ERSELEVATDR

[303) 644-3251 Fax (303] 644-30049 555 E. Colfax Bennett, Colorade 80102

PROPANE SERVICE TECHNICIAN/DRIVER

We are seeking a qualified, self-motivated, career-oriented person with a strong work ethic to help us
provide exceptional propane service. loin our team and receive competitive pay and benefits,

Qualifications and Requirements:
= High School Diploma or equivalent
= Class A CDL license with air brake, hazmat, and tanker endorsements
= Must possess a clean driving record
= Must pass a background check and drug screen
= Must be able to lift up to 75 Ibs and wark in gll weather conditions

= Meet all DOT requirements

Seeking Yard Help- including Full, Part-time and Seasonal Positions

For Bennett and Watkins locations

c titive W | Benefit

We are needing dedicated people looking for lang term employment. Must be reliable and punctual and
no prior experience is necessary for these positions. These positions are best suited for someone who is
motivated to learn, enjoys working outside, and is able to lift 50+ pounds, The primary responsibilities
for these pasitions will be loading and unloading grain trucks, general yard maintenance and filling
propane cylinders. The day-to-day duties will vary according to weather conditions and the needs of the
elevatar.

Apply on our website, www.roggenfarmerselev.com, or

visit our office at 555 Colfax Ave., Benneit, CO 80102,

Foreman/Heavy Equip. Operator Needed
» Competitive wages.
= Company vehicle.
Contact Bill, Kuhn Construction
(303)570-6104

WANITED

Hobbyist looking te buy older Tovota Taco-
mas, Tundras or RAV4s in good condi-
tion. (303)204-8067. 12/10

Free, free, free. Pick up of autos, farm
equipment, batteries, all nonferrous met-

Strasburg Conoco
Seeking to fill Cashier position

BENNETT
SCHOOL
DISTRICT 28J*

IS CURRENTLY HIRING FOR
2025-26 SCHOOL YEAR:

* Bus Driver
* Maintenance
Technician
e Substitute Teacher

For information or to apply,
contact Ramie Dillingham

720-500-1495 X 8202;
ramied @bsd29j.com;

www.bsd29j.com.
*AN EQUAL DPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

WE ARE HIRING!

* VETERINARIAN -
- LICENSED VET TECHS (2)*

Caring and compassionate veterinary
care for your livestock, horse and
furry four-legged companions.
Massage, acupuncture, and
chiropractic treatment as well!

SEND YOUR RESUME TO:
TheMusketeersVetPractice@gmail.com
550 E. Colfax Ave., Unit A
Bennett, CO 80102
For more information:

(303)644-4MVP

The I-70 Scout is seeking part-time help
processing newspapers Tuesday morn-
ings. Must be 18 or older. Strong hands,
ability to stand several hours and com-
puter literacy required. Please apply in
person Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,
1522 Main St., Strasburg. Ask for Lu-
Anne. 1/7¢

has an opening for a
* One-on-One PreK Aide -

Classified application can be down-

loaded on the Human Resources
section of district website,
www.byers32j.k12.co.us,
Position open until filled.

For additional information, contact

Machaela Eymann

\ at(303)822-5292 x1113.

 BarDoubled BN

Hay For Sale
* Alfalfa « Alfalfa/Grass « Cow Hay |

Michelle Keenan (970)270-2035

»

Cirele DL Ranch LLC
Delivery available,

Top quality hay, Variety of type
® (303) 263-4328

sizes, prices. Barn stored.
DAN & LORETTA BOSWELL BYERS, CO

Prairie grass hay, large round bales. $85
each. (303)324-0675. 12/

by Bruce Quast

Comfortably Dumb

Chunky’s Towing
We buy junk cars

and trucks!
720-560-6763

Se Habla Espanol

OFFICE FOR RENT

Approximately $00 sq. [ft. Office with
reception, 2nd oflice i front. .'L["|'iﬂxll11.|1r|}
1850 st it warelhouse with overlead door, 1 Bathroom
Yard space available. Nice! Located in commiercial
office /warchouse bailding in Strasburg.

303-361-9100 x 21

Apply in person or call
303-622-4395

al types. Also available for a minimal fee,
pick up of appliances, TVs, piles, etc. Call
Blaine today at (303)810-7659. 12/24¢

Deer Trail. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1,400 sq.
ft. on quarter-acre lot. Fenced front and
back. No smoking. Credit and criminal
background checks required. $2.400/
month, $2,.400 deposit. (619)757-3040.

“My dad works at the bowling alley.”

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
A
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HOMES & LAND

MARY ZIMMERMAN | (970) 380-0078 | FARMHAND118@A0L.COM

", had -.. . : sug'“u

. = LT o ‘E‘.—;._-r : |
WELCOME TO 2023 ASOKA STREET. Spacious and beautifully maintained 4BR. 3BA home
with 3-car garage in the heart of Strasburg! This move-in-ready propery features an open and
inviting layout with generous living and entertainment spaces. The kitchen offers ample cabine-
try and counter space that flows seamlessly into the dining and living areas. Enjoy peace of mind
a newer furnace (5 years old), new exterior paint. a newer roof, and multiple new windows. Step
outside to a large backyard — perfect for relaxing. gardening; or play. Conveniently located near
schools, parks, and with easy access to I-70. CONTACT US FOR A SHOWING!

=t =

dkERSEwTTE

[@ «Eastp SEHAGA000

vﬁu S,
& Y % yenAs.
(Y B, G0

“The Sewill Team”
Sean and Kim Darling-Sewill

HomeSmart Realty

303-859-3502

4HomesinColorado.com
#1 Team on the Eastern Plains!

Happy Holidays!

From our house to yours. We wish you love, happiness and a successful New Year!

———

=

SOLD » 394 Acres grass 5 miles SE of Deer Trail $1,100/Ac
» 230 Acres farm land on Hwy 217 — 3 miles N of Deer Trail $1,850/Ac
+ 19 Acre Home Site 6 miles S of Strasburg $195,000
» 13.92 Acres 2 irrig wells, adjacent to Strasburg Schools $700k
UNDER CONTRACT « 7.25 acre investment 1 mi E of Watkins $450,000
+ 470.05 Acres farm land 21 miles E of Byers 1 mi S Hwy 36 $423,000

View all listings at: ColoradoLandRealty.com
Frank Linnebur, Broker ¢ 303-748-7028 » 800 US Hwy. 36, Byers

CAPTURE THEIR ATTENTION

v @D OR0) };

'Eali Now: 303.622.9796

4 '
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7 children adopted in Adams Co.

BRIGHTON — Seven children in
Adams County were welcomed into
five families for a new start on Na-
tional Adoption Day Nov. 21.

The Human Services Department
and the 17th Judicial District hosted
the adoptive families at the Justice
Center for a special celebration at the
Justice Center.

“Today, we celebrated the extraor-
dinary love, resilience and hope that
can bring children and families to-
gether,” said Commissioner Lynn
Baca, chair of the Board of Commis-
sioners. “Every child deserves a safe
and nurturing home, and every forev-
er family reminds us of the power of
community.”

National Adoption Day exists to
draw special attention to the more
than 100,000 U.S. children in foster
care waiting for permanent and loving
families. From its inception in 2000,
this annual, one-day event has cele-

brated more than 90,000 adoptions.

Adams County joined more than
400 communities nationwide in cel-
ebrating adoptions from foster care.
The county projects a total of 55 adop-
tions will be finalized by the end of
2025 — 29 are kin adoptions and 26
are foster adoptions.

The decline in the total adoption
number from previous years has oc-
curred for a good reason. Colorado
recently shifted to a “kin-first” foster
care system, which prioritizes plac-
ing children with relatives or fami-
Iy friends because it leads to better
outcomes including reduced trau-
ma, improved stability, and stronger
emotional and cultural connections.
Due to the shift, the number of kin-
ship foster care certifications has in-
creased by nearly 40%.

Families can learn more about fos-
tering, kinship fostering, and adop-
tion by visiting adamscountyco.gov.

SUBMITTED PROTO

ludge Emily Lieberman presides over adoption proceedings in Adams County Family Court Nov. 21.

CoRrRRIDOR CALENDAR

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Young at Heart Seniors in Bennett. 12-4
p-m., Bennett Community Center.
Mid-Week Service & Study with worship
and Communion. All ages welcome. 6:30
p.m., Holy Spirit Livin,’ 1506 Main St.,
Strasburg. (303)622-4648.

EVERY THURSDAY

Music & Movement: Ages 2-6 can sing,
dance and learn to play musical instru-
ments. 9:30-10 a.m., Anythink Bennett

library.

Preschool Storytime: Children up to ages
3-6 listen to stories, sing songs and en-
joy activities that promote early literacy.
9:30-10 a.m., Anythink Bennett library.

Play & Learn for ages 1-3 and their
families. 10-11 a.m., Kelver Library, Byers.

Family story time. 10:30 a.m., Davies Li-
brary, Deer Trail.

Coffee, Cookies & Chat for all I-70 Corri-
dor seniors. 11 a.m., Bennett Recreation
Center.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* - valued at $535.

Call B66-977-2602
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
ey
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More hurricane-force winds antlupated throughout Colorado

by Mead Gruver
Associated Press

FORT COLLINS, Colo. (AP) —
Crews were mopping up last week
but still bracing for more after hurri-
cane-force wind downed power lines
and fanned wildfires along the Colo-
rado Front Range and onto the Great
Plains.

Wind that in places topped 100
mph late Dec. 17 arrived after Xcel
Energy protectively cut off power
through many of its Eastern Colora-
do service areas. The goal was to pre-
vent downed lines from starting fires
— and power lines were indeed blown
down in several areas.

By the afternoon of Dec. 18, power
was about 60% restored to the almost
700 miles of power lines the utility
de-energized. Some 37,000 Xcel cus-
tomers on the Front Range and into
the Rocky Mountains were still with-
out power.

Another round of outages was ex-
pected Dec. 19, but with a forecast for
even stronger winds over a longer pe-
riod.

While crews worked to restore pow-
er to customers already affected, even
longer outages were likely Friday, the
head of Xcel Energy-Colorado cau-
tioned in a news conference.

“The power will not come back on
the moment the wind event ends be-
cause we have to inspect the lines,”
said the utility’'s president, Robert
Kenney.

In central Denver, the power was
out overnight, furniture was blown
off apartment balconies, at least one |
apartment window was blown out and
the ground was littered with blown-
down branches Thursday.

Winds on Wednesday afternoon 1
and into Thursday fanned wildfires | _
of still-undetermined cause in east-
ern Colorado, burning at least 14,000
acres (5,700 hectares) in Yuma Coun-
ty, local emergency management offi-
cials said in a Facebook post.

An evening grass fire on the south
side of Chevenne, Wyo., prompted a
neighborhood’s evacuation for several
hours Dee. 17. No structures burned,
however.,

Powerful gusts Dec. 18 prompted
closures of Interstates 25 and 8o in
southeastern Wyoming to lightweight,
high-profile vehicles though not other
traffic. Unladen tractor-trailers whose
drivers ignore such warnings are of-
ten seen blown over on the windy
state’s highways, prompting jokes
that the trucks are just taking a rest.

“If your commercial hauler is in
need of a good night’s sleep we would
highly recommend the windblown
plains of I-80, I-25, or 1-90,” the Wy-
oming Highway Patrol joked on Face-
book, adding: “For the low, low cost
of a Driving on Closed Roads Citation
($1,000+)."

High winds and red flag fire warn-
ings were in effect, meanwhile, across
much of Kansas Dec. 18. Blowing
dust reduced visibility so much that a

Power poles along U.S. Highway 93 near Golden, Colo., snapped in half during a strong mnd 5turm on
Wednesday, Dec. 17, 2025,

stretch of 1-70 near the state’s western
line with Colorado closed, the Kansas
Department of Transportation said in
a news release.

The release urged motorists to con-
sider delaying non-essential travel.

In the Pacific Northwest, heavy rain
continued falling along with snow in
the mountains. Rivers in Washington
had fallen since recent flooding inun-
dated communities, damaged roads
and prompted more than 600 res-

cues.

Elsewhere, a blizzard was bringing
as much as 8 inches of snow to north-
ern North Dakota and Minnesota be-
fore it heads into Wisconsin and ather
areas eastward.

Heather Hollingsworth in Kansas
City; Christopher Weber in Los An-
geles; Gene Johnson in Seattle; Jack
Dura in Bismarck, N.D.: and David
Zalubowski in Denver contributed.
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SENIORS’ CHECK LIST

» Complete FAFSAJCASFA & apply for local scholarships. Deadlines are approaching!

+ Check college application portals to make sure required documents have been received.
» Grad requirements: Monitor credits, required classes, and senior responsibilities.

« Update **résumés,™ reach out to recruiters and/or explore training programs.

» Watch e-mail for updates from colleges, scholarship committees, and your school.
**For students headed to the work force, your resume is paramount! Having activities and leader-

ship roles will make the difference between you and the other applicants.

JUNIORS: WHAT TO BE DOING THIS TIME OF YEAR!
PLAN: Now is a good time to begin your college search. Itis not too early to schedule campus
visits. Many colleges have specific dates for juniors in the spring, or you can opt for an individ-
ual campus visit. Most of the college websites have a tab for "visit campus.” We will be happy to

Byers School District?

For more info, https://www.hyers32j.k12.co.us

f,,|a§§_:§~

Fired morw Tamily reading sdveniiees 3nd resesross ot ReadleambesdClon

call the college for you to arrange a visit or answer any questions you have about the process.
Campus visits are by far the best way to choose the right postsecondary “fit.” Enjoy your visits, ask
questions, and keep notes on each campus.

If you don't think you're headed for the college route, that's fine! Over the past years, Byers High
Schoal has offered career field trips to places all over the metro area and Eastern Colorado. We
recommend signing up for these trips. We've been upgrading our classes and graduation plan to
incorporate more opportunities for students to get hands-on training and are always looking for
more ideas.

SCORES AND TESTING: You can start planning and preparing for the SAT which you will take
this spring. The SAT will be held at Byers, and it is FREE. You can always take it again but if you
plan and prepare for a good SAT score the first time, you are more likely to get into your school of
choice next fall.

ACTIVITIES: Being a leader shows you have worked hard and are dedicated to an activity, partic-
ularly volunteerism and community service. Colleges and future bosses like leaders so start your
academic résumé noting all your activities and leadership positions beginning with your freshman
year. We will complete résumés during Senior Seminar but if you can start one now, even better.
We always tell students that your resume is a work in progress, so update it often.
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District-Wide of Note Fri, Jan. 16 — HS Basketball vs Genoa-Hugo, 3 p.m.
Mon. Jan.5— NO SCHOOL: IN-SERVICE DAY. JH Wrestling @ Stratton, 10 a.m.
Tues. Jan. 6 (IWELCOME BACKT — CLASSES RESUME. saL, Jan. 11— JH Girls Basketball Home Tournament, 9 a.m.
Tues, Jan. 19— NO SCHOOL: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY. HS Wrestling at Eads, 10:00 a.m.
Thars, Jan. 28 — Elementary Science Fair Projects Due Tues, Jan. 20 — JH Girls Basketball vs Limon.
(Parent viewing from 5-7 p.m.) JH Wrestling @ Burlington, 10 a.m.
Thurs, Jan. 22 — HS Home Wrestling Triangular, 5 p.m.
. Secondary Athletics Fri, Jan. 23 — HS Basketball @ Flagler, 4 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 3 — HS Wrestling @ Bennett, 9 a.m. Sat, Jan. 24 — HS Wrestling @ La Junta, 9 a.m.
~ Tues, Jan. 6 —HS Basketball @ Wiggins, 4 p.m. HS Basketball vs. Calhan, 1 p.m.
Wed. lan. 71— JH Girls Basketball vs Wiggins, 4 p.m. JH Girls Basketball @ Strasburg Tourney, 9 a.m.
Thurs. Jan. 8 — HS Wrestling Dual @ Burlington, 6 p.m. Mon, Jan. 26 — JH Wrestling @ Strasburg, 10 a.m.
' Fri, Jan. 9 — HS Basketball @ Simla, 4:30 p.m. Tues, Jan. 21 — JH Girls Basketball @ Burlington, 4 p.m.
~ $at. Jan. 10 — HS Wrestling @ Wiggins, 9 a.m. Thurs, lan. 29 — HS Basketball @ Arickaree, 4 p.m. (Girs vs Hi-Piains)
. Mon., Jan. 12 — JH Wrestling @ Wiggins, 12 p.m. Fri, Jan. 31— HS Basketball @ Burlington, 1 p.m. .
Tues. Jan. 13 — HS Basketball vs Denver Christian, 4 p.m. HS Wrestling @ Stratton, 9 a.m.
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