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‘De-Bruced’ Strasburg FPD hires new chief

STRASBURG — In addition
to selecting its new fire chief,
the Strasburg Fire Protection
District found out last week
that it has joined the ranks of
“de-Bruced” special districts
statewide.

As of May 8, Scott Smith
was announced as the lone fi-
nalist for Strasburg Fire Chief
and his hiring will become of-
ficial during the district board
meeting on Thursday, May
15. No surprises are expected
when Smith is voted on.

Smith is a 39-year veteran
firefighter/paramedic who is,
most recently, a retired divi-
sion chief from the Cimarron
Hills Fire Department in east-
ern Colorado Springs where
he served the last nine years.
Previously, he served 19 years
with West Metro Fire and, be-
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Incoming Strasburg Fire Chief Scott Smith, left, and outgoing Chief Pat Conroy
pause for a photo during an open house of the new living quarters at the fire

station.

fore that, was a volunteer re-
sponder.

During a May 10 open house
that included tours of the re-

cently completed crew living
quarters, Smith met with dis-
trict staff and Strasburg resi-
dents alongside wife, Kassie,

and son, Garrett.

“Looking forward to it. An
awesome opportunity in what
looks like a very nice area,”
Smith said. “I wouldn’t have
shown interest if I didn’t
know this was a great depart-
ment and opportunity.”

While much of Smith’s ex-
perience is in more urban ar-
eas, he said that he is familiar
with the challenges associat-
ed with rural areas.

“A lot of experience with
mutual aid calls to neighbor-
ing jurisdictions, especially
rural fire departments, east of
Colorado Springs,” he added.

Smith, who was one of two
candidates to have in-person
interviews, will take over for
Pat Conroy, who has served as
Strasburg fire chief since De-
cember 2022. Conroy will re-
main with the department as
division chief and focus more
on his duties as fire marshal,

including investigations.

The district reportedly
stayed within its budgeted
amount of $30,000 for the
chief search, but the national
nature of the hunt bumped up
the expenses involved.

The second in-person in-
terview was with a candidate
from Virginia, which required
the district to cover travel ex-
penses. The search was also
initially led by an employment
consulting firm, which col-
lected the original 21 applica-
tions that were whittled down
to 17 serious candidates.

TABOR BYPASSED
During the May 6 special
district election, residents
voted to allow the district to
“de-Bruce,” allowing it to re-
tain extra property tax reve-
nue not usually allowed un-
SEE STRASBURG FPD
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Byers School OKs
new audio system

by Kathy Smiley
Staff Writer

BYERS — School announcements
made over the intercom will come
through loud and clear when Byers
School is back in session in August.

The Byers School Board approved
the purchase of an audio enhance-
ment system May 8. Superintendent
Tom Turrell said the current system
does not cover the gym and ag shop,
which is concerning, especially in
emergency situations.

“This is going to solve those issues,
and not just in those areas that we
don’t have coverage,” he said, adding
that outside areas will also be cov-
ered, including the playgrounds, foot-
ball and baseball fields, and walking
path. “We need this. I thought about
writing a grant to get this covered, but
I feel so strongly about it, I'd really
like it to be in place before the start of
school, and then maybe we can look
for some money to help cover the cost
as the year goes on.”

Turrell said the school has had an
audio enhancement system for many
years.

“When 1 first got here, there were
these big white boxes that were up in
the corner of the rooms, and wires go-
ing all the way around, and speakers
that essentially amplified the teach-
er’s voice. If somebody was hearing
impaired, it could also communicate
in their hearing aids,” he said. “Over
the years, the mics and stuff for that
system wore out the batteries. We

SEE BYER BOE
PAGE 16
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A resident bird takes advantage of a welcoming, unremoved Christmas wreath on the front door of a house in the Comanche Crossing subdivision on the
southwest corner of the Strasburg interchange.
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Student plant sale scheduled

at locale southeast of Byers

BYERS — Byers students will host
a plant sale from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturday and Sunday, May 24-25, at
3055 S. County Road 201 (Peoria exit
322) between Byers and Deer Trail.

Plants will include popular peppers
from sweet to hot, tomatoes from
cherry to extra large, herbs, bedding
plants and flowers, annuals and pe-
rennials just in time for the summer
bloom.

For more information, text Patty at

(720)530-0115.

Strasburg Community Church

creates cancer support group

STRASBURG — A support group
for people afflicted with cancer is
forming in Strasburg.

Meetings are planned at 6:30 p.m.
on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month beginning in May (May 6 and
20) at Strasburg Community Church,
56155 Sunset Ave.

Attendees will meet in small groups
for discussion and support.

For additional information, -call
(720)375-1140 or e-mail to contact@
strasburgcommunitychurch.com.

Byers Cemetery closure set

for maintenance, upgrades

BYERS — Maintenance and im-
provements are scheduled at Byers
Community Cemetery from May 9-16,
making it inaccessible for that period.

The upgrades are possible through
community donations.

The cemetery serves Byers and
Strasburg. Donations can be mailed
to the Byers Community Cemetery
Association (BCCA) at P.O Box 733,
Byers, Colo. 80103.

For more information,

(303)917-5413.

call

Lawn care class scheduled

for Aurora Central Library
AURORA — Colorado State Univer-
sity Master Gardeners will host “Lawn
Care Made Easy” for adults ages 18
and up from 4-6 p.m., Thursday, May
15, in the Central Large Community
Room at Aurora Central Library.

Local board races were scarce
during May 6 Election Day for Col-
orado special districts but both the
Byers water and recreation districts
welcomed voters last Tuesday.

Byers Park & Recreation District
incumbents JaLee Kitzman, Janet
Herman and Wendy Hise all won
reelection for the next four years,
while newcomer Lindsay Cox will
serve a two-year term.

Willard “Willy” Elliott was the
lone incumbent not reelected and
Andy Cox lost his bid to be on the

Byers recreation, water districts hold elections

board.

The Byers Water & Sanitation
District’s race for three positions
was won by all three incumbents —
Annette Tarantino, Kelli Morrissey,
and Janet Herman. Lindsay Cox
and Heath Epperson were the other
two candidates.

Most other area special districts
had a lack of candidates to follow
through with board elections.

The next round of regularly sched-
uled special district elections will
occur in May 2027.

The class will teach participants
how to grow a lush lawn with fewer
inputs and less maintenance. Long-
time Master Gardener Donnetta Wil-
helm will discuss common mistakes
homeowners make with lawn main-
tenance and discuss lawn care best
practices to spend less time and use
less water and chemicals while grow-
ing a healthier lawn.

To register, visit https://auroraco.
libnet.info.

'Burg Comanche VIP Seniors

plan monthly potluck May 20

STRASBURG — The Strasburg Se-
niors Comanche VIP Association’s St.
Patrick’s potluck begins at 11:45 a.m.,
Tuesday, May 20, at the Strasburg
Community Center, 56423 Westview
Ave.

The speaker was undetermined at
press time. Watch next week’s edition
of The I-70 Scout for more informa-
tion.

The group, which provides a social
outlet for area seniors, meets at 11:45
a.m. the third Tuesday of each month.

For more information, call Mary
Humphrey at (303)622-4695.

Health professionals slated

for local business luncheon

BYERS — The I-70 Corridor Cham-
ber of Commerce will host its month-
ly Lunch & Learn from 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m., Wednesday, May 21, at May
Farms in Byers.

Representatives from the Lincoln
Health Byers Clinic will speak and

sponsor lunch.

To RSVP for lunch, call (720)731-
1954 or e-mail to officei7occoc@
gmail.com by Friday, May 16. Space is
limited. ’

‘Australian Adventure’ slated

for Bennett Lutheran church

BENNETT — Australia is key to one
vacation Bible school to run from 9
a.m. to 12 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day, June 2-6, at Christ Our Redeem-
er Lutheran Church.

Participants in an “Epic Australian
Adventure: An Unforgettable Journey
with Jesus” will encounter amazing
animals, lush landscapes, stunning
sea life, and wondrous wilderness
with Jesus as their guide: “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life,” John
14:6.

The church is located at 2775 Ash St.
Bennett. For more information and to

register, call (303)644-3044.

Bennett office hours slated

by Boebert staff members

EATON — Staff from Rep. Lauren
Boebert’s office will hold mobile office
hours for Arapahoe County residents
from 3:30-5 p.m., Tuesday, May 20,
at Anythink Library, 495 Seventh St.,
Bennett.

Staff from Boebert’s office can help
constituents get answers from feder-
al agencies, like veterans seeking to
get care from the Veterans Admin-
istration, travelers needing expedit-
ed assistance for a passport on short
notice, taxpayers harassed by the In-

ternal Revenue Service, and senior
citizens having issues with the Social
Security Administration or Medicare.

Constituents can also express their
views on legislative issues or request
special congressional commenda-
tions from the congresswoman.

Aviation trends, prevention

topic of class at CASP fly-in

WATKINS — Colorado Air & Space
Port will host a fly-in from 8-11 a.m.,
Saturday, May 31, at the facility’s ter-
minal, 5200 Front Range Parkway,
Watkins.

Chapter 301 of the Experminatal
Aircraft Association will serve break-
fast throughout the event with pro-
ceeds benefiting the Young Eagles
educational, scholarship and flight
experience programs of the chapter.

The chapter has flown more than
10,000 Young Eagles ages 8-17 to give
them first-hand aviation experience.

Nelson Wolfmeier will discuss acci-
dent trends and prevention in Colora-
do. The seminar starts at 9 a.m. in the
terminal upstairs conference room.

Fuel discounts will be available
during the event.

For more information, call Leslie
Brown at (720)523-7313.

Seat belt enforcement week:

More than 1,000 tix written

GOLDEN — The Colorado State
Patrol and 57 local law enforcement
agencies statewide cited 1,108 drivers
during the first seat belt enforcement
period of 2025 April 7-13.

During the week, the agencies in-
creased patrols and focused on Colo-
rado’s new seat belt and car seat laws.
The State Patrol cited 465 drivers, and
the local agencies writing the most
tickets were the Westminster Police
Department (78), Jefferson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office (59), and Larimer
County Sheriff’s Office (47).

“Buckling up is non-negotiable,”
said Col. Matthew C. Packard, Colora-
do State Patrol chief. “Not only does it
protect you, but it also keeps others in
the vehicle safer.”

The odds of a belt-restrained driver
sustaining a fatal injury is 137% high-
er when the passenger behind them is
unbuckled, Packard added.
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FILL-UP SPECIAL
GLOBAL

VOLUME DISCOUNTS

$1.69°

GALLON

500+

PROPANE
(303) 660-9290

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

WWW. onfcreekfresh com * (720)288-0829 « mIarsen@onfcreekfresh com

— M/A\Y s H MIONTH

Spec1als Include
20% discount on all wellness exams and routine
procedures including chiropractic adjustments,
massage, coggins, floats and sheath cleaning.
CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE
303-644-3337

* Mobile Services Available
for Large & Small Animals

PET sP LICENSED
(303) 644-3379 sPACFk

LIVING SPRINGS

VETERINARY CARE
820 Sharis Ct. Bennett, CO « 303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com
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Piverdale Animal Shelteh's

Riverdale Animal Shelter’s Hug-A-Bull Adoption Special is
happening now! 50% adoption fees on all bully breed dogs one
year old or older through the entire month of May.

Check out our current adoptable dogs by
scanning the QR code below.

Hudson Valley
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Lakewood Aurora
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Eye on Adams App

The Eye on Adams app is an innovative tool allowing users
to view applications for building permits, planning cases,
and potential code enforcement violations in unincorporated
Adams County. Scan the QR code below take a tour!

STAY CONNECTED:

4430 S. Adams County Pkwy., Brighton, CO 80601
o /AdamsCountyGov X @AdamsCountyGov

6PublicAgencies /AdcrmsCountyCo

Adcogov.org
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X Kk Kk Kk kAl County facilities will be closed
MEMURIAI_ DAY Monday, May 26, in observance of the

Memorial Day holiday.
REMEMBER AND HONOR

Property valuations appeal window open through June 9
Arapahoe County property owners recently received their Notification
of Valuation statements. If you feel the valuation doesn’t accurately

Wednesday, May 14, 2025

LuNcH MENUS

AGATE

Thursday, May 15: Hot dog, chips.
Monday, May 19: Pizza.
May 20-22: Cook’s choice.

BENNETT

Thursday, May 15: Hamburger, French

fries, sliced pickles, Sidekick Smoothie.

Monday, May 19: Chicken chagilles,

chips, cheddar, tossed salad, banana.

Tuesday, May 20: Cheesy beef steak,

seasoned potatoes, mandarin oranges.

Wednesday, May 21: Chef’s choice.
Thursday, May 22: Peanut butter and

jelly sandwich, chips, fresh baby carrots,
fruit cup.

BYERS
Wednesday, May 14: Hot turkey and
cheese sandwich, Tater Tots, peaches.
Thursday, May 15: Spaghetti with meat
sauce, bread sticks, garden salad, pears.
Friday, May 16: Cheeseburgers, French
fries, tropical fruit.
Monday, May 19: Chef’s choice.
Tuesday, May 20: Chef’s choice.
Wednesday, May 21: No lunch.

STRASBURG
Thursday, May 15: Cheeseburgers.
Friday, May 16: Hot dogs.
Tuesday, May 20: Corn dogs.
Wednesday, May 21: No lunch.

Church Directory

reflect the value of your property, you can submit an
appeal through the County Assessor’s Office.

Visit arapahoeco.gov/assessor to learn how.

Strasburg Presbyterian Church
56635 lowa Ave., Strasburg, CO
Wwww.spcusa.us

303-622-4325

* Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

U N Nt
Public Works & Development

Play Date at Dove Valley

Join us for Arapahoe County Public Works and Development’s
Play Date June 6, 9 a.m.—1 p.m. at Dove Valley Regional Park,
7900 S. Potomac St., Centennial.

Sign up now!
Get the latest news on County services, programs, people, and
events by signing up for The County Line newsletter, delivered

to your inbox every Friday.

Sign up at arapahoeco.gov/newsletter or
scan the QR on your smartphone.

arapahoeco.gov

'WEEK OF MAY 12

St Our Redee
C“ Lutheran Church

||' Missouri Synod

=-|||='

Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.

275 Ash Street, Bennett * 303-644-3044
www.corlcms.org

(CORNERSTONE

)

FELLOWSHIP Yng”

Worship with us!
Sundays at 10 a.m.

In-person and online:
www.cornerstonebennett.com

303-644-3450| 460 3rd St., Bennett

Mountain V1ew
FELLOWSHIP

Bible-Based s Nondenominational

Sunday Services
8:30am & 10:15am
Servicio en Espaiol a las 10:15am

1955 Headlight Road in Strasburg

Sunday Service Livestream at
https://www.mvfcolorado.online.church

Midweek Elementary Gathering - Tuesdays @ 6:30pm

Middle/High School Youth Group - Wednesdays @ 7pm
Find us on Facebook/Instagram: Search “mvfcolorado”

mvfcolorado.com
303.622.9600

calvary
benneftt

Teaching God’s Word
verse-by-verse

Sundays 10:45 AM
Meeting @VFW in Bennett
115 Palmer Ave

Live-streamed @ calvarybennett org

Offices located at 545 Palmer Ave
303.261.8853
info@calvarybennett.org

Download our app:

Saron Lutheran Church

1656 Main St. | Strasburg, CO | saronstrasburg.org
——._ Worship 8:30 a.m. In-Person or on Facebook

g‘% 50 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

God's work. Our hands.

&/

Mt, Tabor
Baptist Church

278 S. Sherman St,, Byers
303-822-9366 * mttaborbyers.org

Sat., 6:00 P.M. ceocccrieirincniiiinies Saturday Service
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Sunday School
Sun., 10-10:30 a.m. ..... Church

Awana ... No meetings until restarting on Aug. 26
Revelation 22:4 And they shall

see his face; and his name shall
\be in their foreheads. Y,

Fellowship; 10:30 a.m.....

J N
LIVING SPRINGS

Cownoy
LU HURGH

BYERS, CO
T

Sundays at 10:00 AM
2722 S. County Rd 173; Byers, CO

In-person services every Sunday, but be sure to visit our
website and Facebook page for up to date information.

LivingSpringsCowboyChurchByers.org
L 719-659-8848 p

Strasburg @mﬂnmﬂ@x Missiom
Sumdays

Laud s at IIDAM
Strask® %a Legion
(5642 w Ave.)

Tuesday, 7PM:

+ Vespers & Study *
Saron Lutheran Church
(1656 Main St.)

Info: strasburgorthodox.org

| les%or: Fr. Jeff Wilborn
186 N. McDonnell St., Byers CO 80103
Parish: 303-822-5880, Hall: 303-822-5889
Sacramental Emergencies: 303-351-2551
www.ourladyoftheplains.org

Mass TivEs
* Tue, Wed, Thur, Fri &
every 1st Saturday 8:30 am

e Saturday 5:00 pm

* Sunday 9:00 am
11:30 am en espaiiol

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday 4:15-4:45 pm

Sunday 8:15-8:45 am & 10:45-11:15 am
Or by Appointment

OFFICE CLOSED ON MONDAYS

Churches and other nonwprofits!
Please keep us informed of your
activities for publicity and coverage!
— Douglas Claussen, Publisher § Editor
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Corridor athletes ready for state track weekend

by Steven Vetter
Managing Editor

The annual Colorado High School Track & Field
Championships are scheduled this Thursday
through Saturday and a large contingent of I-70
Corridor runners, throwers and jumpers are ex-
pected to be among the contenders in numerous
events.

One change of note for spectators attending the
three days at Jeffco Stadium at Sixth Avenue and
Kipling Street in Lakewood is the implementation
of paid parking. The fee is $10 per day.

“All vehicles will enter the Jeffco Stadium lot off
of Kipling heading north,” a statement from the
Colorado High School Activities Association said.
“Parking lots will open one hour before gates open.”

Parking permits and tickets can be purchased on-
line by accessing gofan.co.

Families, friends and fans are urged to get to the
stadium early to help navigate traffic delays and
lengthy ticket lines.

Thursday’s activity for 1A, 2A and 3A schools gets
started at 1:30 p.m. for field events and 2 p.m. for
races on the track.

All five classifications participate throughout Fri-
day and Saturday. On Friday, after the National
Anthem, the first track event is scheduled for 8:10
a.m. with the opening field events taking place at
8:30 a.m. On Saturday, field events again com-
mence at 8:30 a.m. with the track event to be the
2A boys 110-meter hurdle finals at 9:30 a.m.

While heat information was unavailable at press
time, local qualifiers for this weekend’s state meet
were known. The top 18 times and distances qualify
in 2A and 3A while the top nine make the cut in 1A.

For a full schedule of events, visit chsaanow.com.

BYERS IN 2A
BOYS

Leading the green-and-white’s individual contin-
gent will be sophomore sprinter Ben McPherson,
who is the lone 2A boys competitor entering this
weekend with a 100-meter dash time under 11 sec-
onds; he ran a 10.99 at the Burlington Invitational
May 2. McPherson also has the third-best regular
season time in the 200-meter dash (22.44), 0.15
seconds behind top-seeded Jonah Ritter of Man-
cos. McPherson is second-seeded in the 400-me-
ter dash with a time of 49.57, 0.18 seconds behind
Peyton’s Caleb Kearse. McPherson also recorded
the second-best 2A long jump in the regular season
(21-11%4).

Bulldog junior Quincy Eacret is also qualified
in the three shortest track events — eighth in the
100-meter dash (11.22 seconds), 12th in the 200
meters (22.83), and fifth in the 400 (50.58).

A third Bulldog, senior Jake Anderson, is ranked
ninth in the 400 meters (51.01).

The Eastwood brother duo of senior Cameron
and sophomore Caleb will be well represented in

a
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Left photo, Lady Tiger Jessica Venneberg is a multi-event qualifier for the Colorado State Track & Field Championships at Jeffco Stadium in
Lakewood this Thursday through Saturday. Right photo, Byers’ sprint duo of Quincy Eacret, left, and Ben McPherson are state qualifiers
in multiple events — Eacret in the 100- and 200-meter dashes and McPherson in the 100-, 200- and 400-meter dashes and in the long
jump. McPherson is the lone 2A boy to run sub-11 seconds in the 100-meter dash during the regular season.

the hurdle events and the high jump — Cameron is
ranked sixth in both the 110-meter hurdles (16.00)
and high jump (6-1) and 16th in the 300-meter
hurdles (43.39), while Caleb had the final qualify-
ing spot in the 110 hurdles (17.20) and was among
six with the 11th best high jump (5-11).

The Bulldog 4x200 and 4x400 relay teams also
concluded the regular season with the top times —
1:29.20 and 3:26.51. The green-and-white was al-
most 12 seconds faster than the second-best time
in the 4x200 and almost 2 seconds ahead in the
4x400. The Bulldogs’ best 4x100 time of 44.42 had
them sitting second, 0.38 seconds behind top-seed-
ed Holyoke. Byers is the defending state champions
in the 4x400.

“A lot of good, hard work has gone into this sea-
son, but it doesn’t mean a whole lot if you don’t
bring your A game and back it up at state,” said
Byers head coach Kameron Weber, himself a state
champion during his time at Strasburg. “Now it’s a
matter of being as heathy as possible and compet-
ing at your best.”

Competitors are allowed to compete in only four
events at the state meet, meaning relay teams could
be mixed and matched.

LADY BULLDOGS

For the green-clad girls, freshman Sydney Smith
has had a strong rookie campaign, including enter-
ing the state meet with the eighth-best time in the
100-meter dash (12.84).

Junior Michaela Casey has the 15th best time in
the 400 meters.

Senior Hope Linnebur will look to end her high
school career on a high note in the hurdle events.
She is currently seeded third (46.87) in the 300 me-
ters and 10th in the shorter 100-meter race (16.67).
Senior classmate Averie Eymann enters state No.
13 (49.17) in the 300-meter hurdles.

Sophomore Reese West has qualified in the top 18
in three individual races — ninth in the 1,600 me-
ters (5:26.97), 10th in the 3,200 meters (11:53.99),
and 14th in the 800 meters (2:27.56),

Entering the high jump in a tie with the 16th best
height (4-9) is freshman Grace Shelley.

The Lady Bulldogs have also qualified in the top
seven or better in all four relays — second in the
4x400 (4:11.85), fourth in the 4x200 (1:48.93),
fifth in the 4x100 (51.50), and seventh in the 4x800

SEE STATE TRACK PREVIEW
PAGE 6
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Lady Indian senior Elizabeth Hightower enters this weekend's state track meet with the third best

throws in both the 3A girls discus and shot put.

STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout
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CARL STEITZ/For The Scout

Byers senior Hope Linnebur has qualified in both 2A girls hurdle events for this weekend’s state track

meet, including coming inwith the third best time in the 300-meter hurdles.
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" 20- & 30-YARD TRASH ROLL-OFFS )
Residential & Commercial
Serving Strasburg
and the I-70 Corridor

303-622-9499 o
P&D WATER SERVICE
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED BUDGET
BYERS SCHOOL DISTRICT 32J
FISCAL YEAR 25-26

Notice is hereby given that the proposed budget has been sub-
mitted to the Board of Education of the Byers School District
32] for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2025, and has been filed
in the office of the superintendent where it is available for in-
spection. There will be a public hearing on the budget May 16th
at 1:00 p.m. in the District Office of the Byers School District.
The proposed budget will be considered for adoption at a reg-
ular meeting of the Board of Education of the District on June
19,2025 at 7:00 p.m. The District office is located at 444 E. Front
Street. Any person paying school taxes in said district may at
any time, prior to the final adoption of the budget, file or regis-
ter his objections thereof.

BOARD OF EDUCATION
BYERS SCHOOL DISTRICT 32]

Stacy Sondburg, Business Manager
Dated: May 9, 2025

Get Ready For Summertime!

Powder Coated Patio Furniture
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Strasburg throwers Preston Mace, left, and Mason Dickens are both qualified for the state track meet
in the shot put. Mace enters the weekend seeded fourth, while Dickens is eighth.

STATE TRACK PREVIEW FROM PAGE 5

(10:30.45). This year’s state meet
will not include the 800-meter sprint
medley.

3A QUALIFIERS
STRASBURG GIRLS

Similar to McPherson for the Byers
boys, Lady Indian senior Peighton
Marrero will choose from a number of
events she has qualified in. The two-
time defending state champion in the
2A 400 meters enters this state track
meet with the third best time in 3A
(57.43) and also concluded the regu-
lar season in a tie for sixth in both the
100-meter dash (12.61) and 200 me-
ters (25.76); second in the 300-meter
hurdles (45.98); and fourth in the tri-
ple jump (34-9Y2).

Lady Indian sophomore Addison
Kent has the eighth-best qualifying
time in the 100-meter hurdles (16.36)
and is seeded ninth in the 300-meter
hurdles (48.27).

For the first time in recent memo-
ry, the Strasburg throwing program
is well represented in both CH-
SAA-sanctioned disciplines. The trio
of senior Elizabeth Hightower (126-6)
and juniors Taryn LaForce (112-5) and
Miah Klump (110-11) enter the discus
with seeded third, 11th and 15th, re-
spectively. In the shot put, Hightow-
er (36-4) has the third-longest 3A
throw, LaForce (36-3) is fourth, and
junior Elizabeth Zobell (33-6) recent-
ly jumped up to 16th.

Freshman Laci Zimmerman looks
to threaten the upper echelon of
high-jumpers, coming in with the
fourth-best height (5-3V4).

The Lady Indians also have quali-
fying times in two relays — fourth in
the 4x400 (4:11.45) and eighth in the

4x200 (1:47.73).

INDIAN BOYS

Similar to their girl counterparts,
Strasburg’s boys program will look to
throwers to threaten the gold medal
spot on the shot put podium. Senior
Preston Mace will enter the event
seeded fourth (47-3) while sopho-
more Mason Dickens is eighth (45-
91/2).

Landscape Material
Decorative Rock
Recycled Asphalt
Road Base ¢ Sand
Top Soil ¢ Dirt
Equipment Hauling

www.wmwinkinhoferinc.com

Junior Cade Hemphill used a strong
showing in the Patriot League meet to
garner a tie for the 17th-seeded time
in the 100-meter dash (11.16).

Junior Will Hauser is tied for the
15th seed in the 300-meter hurdles
(41.59).

Sophomore Ayden Dodge, who took
home the 2A state high jump title last
year, enters this year’s 3A competi-
tion in a seven-way tie for the 11th-
best jump (6-1).

Sophomore Jayden Miller is tied for
16th in the long jump (20-7%2).

The Indians also qualified in all four
relays — fourthin the 4x400 (3:25.83),
eighth in the 4x200 (1:30.93), 14th
in the 4x100 (44.11), and 17th in the
4x800.

LADY TIGERS

For Bennett, senior standout Jes-
sica Venneberg can also choose from
a wide array of disciplines. Individu-
ally, Venneberg took up the 100-me-
ter hurdles for the first time in high
school about a month ago and posted
3A’s 14th-best qualifying time (16.84).
She is also in a seven-way tie for 10th
in the high jump (5-1) and 12th in the
triple jump (33-10%2).

Junior Kaurlie Voorhies has the
11th best long jump (11-4).

The Lady Tigers 4x100 (51.23) and
4x200 (1:49.16) relay teams enter the
weekend seeded 13th and 12th, re-
spectively.

LONE TIGER BOY

Bennett freshman Karim Lori is the
lone hope for the Bennett boys, enter-
ing the triple jump in the 10th seed
(42-234).

DEER TRAIL IN GIRLS 1A

The Lady Eagles’ effort to defend
last year’s 4x200 relay state title won’t
be easy as they posted the ninth and
final qualifying time (1:53.06).

Individually, junior Megan Dono-
van is seeded third in both the 100-
(12.74) and 200-meter (26.71) dash-
es. Senior Allen Sanchez-Neal also
qualified in the 100-meter dash at No.

7 (13.13).

" Cell (303) 478-7872 ‘
(303) 7752035
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Indian squads run roughshod in own Spiller Invitational

by Douglas Claussen
Publisher & Editor

STRASBURG — Two teams of Indi-
ans dominated the Dave Spiller Invi-
tational Track Meet at Strasburg May
5, with the girls teams finishing 1-2
and, in the boys meet, the A team was
first and the B team third.

The girls teams scored 237 and 95
points, respectively, while the boys
tallied 228 and 69.

The meet, which had been post-
poned due to weather April 19, was
largely dominated by smaller teams
with many sophomores and fresh-
men.

The highlight event turned out to be
the boys 4x400 relay at the end of the
day when Indian senior Nathan Kraft
nosed out the Clear Creek anchor for
a photo finish victory by three-one-
thousanths-of-a-second.

GIRLS

100-meter dash: Fr. Calleygh Hougland,
14.19, 2nd; jr. Hannah Damron, 14.62,
fourth; sr. Dakota Strasser, 14.77, fifth; fr.
Kaelyn Bailey, 15.11, sixth; fr. Lizeth Her-
nandez, 15.62, ninth; so. Maria Del Blan-
o, 16.74, 14th.

200-meter dash: Fr. Laci Zimmerman,
30.82, first; so. Wynne Winter, 31.01,
second; fr. Abbygail Ryan, 31.92, fifth; so.
Analeah Loya, 32.10, sixth.

400-meter dash: Sr. Peighton Marrero,
1:00.58, first; Hougland, 1:03.50, sec-
ond; Winter, 1:07.97, fifth; Loya, 1:09.27,
sixth; so. Hailey Hawkins, 1:10.63, eighth;
fr. Bailey Taylor, 1:23.47, 14th.

800-meter run: So. Maura Kramer,
2:41.38, first; sr. Madelynne Phillips,
2:52.86, second; so. Tatijana Rojahn,
3:01.77, fourth; jr. Mya Hounshell,
3:15.34, eighth; jr. Autumn Kulpa,
3:34.77, 1oth; so. Alyssa Schaffer, 3:51.44,
11th.

1,600-meter run: Jr. Megan Lay, 6:55.71,
third; so. Naomi Redd, 7:12.85, fourth; jr.
Kasianna Christiansan, 7:56.93, fifth;

3,200-meter run: Jr. Mikayla Friedrich,
18:08.57, first.

100-meter hurdles: So. Addison Kent,
50.35, first; Strasser, 20.25, second; Bai-
ley, 21.77, fourth; Taylor, 22.41, fifth.

300-meter hurdles: Kent, 50.35, first;
Strasser, 56.39, third.

4x100-meter relay: Relay team: 52.48,
first;

4x200-meter relay: Relay team: 1:53.31,
first;

800-meter sprint medley relay: Relay
team: 2:01.95, first;

4x800-meter relay: Relay team: 11:17.27,

first.

High jump: Zimmerman, 4-10, first;

Long jump: Zimmerman, 15-5, first; sr.
Emma Middlemist, 14-4, third; jr. Katie
Larsen, 13-5, eighth; sr. Erin Johnson, 12-
11, 11th; Del Blanco, 10-6.5, 13th;

Triple jump: Larsen, 277-7, fourth; jr. Eliz-
abeth Zobell, 26-11, fifth; Johnson, 26-7,
sixth.

Discus: Sr. Elizabeth Hightower, 120-
1, first; jr. Taryn LaForce, 112-5, second;
jr. Miah Kklump, 101-2, third; jr. Parker
Shuck, 74-8, fifth; Zobell, 74-1, sixth; so.
Jazminn Nonic, 72-8, eighth;

Shot put: Hightower, 34-4, first; La-
Force, 33-1.5, second; Klump, 31-5, third;
Zobell, 30-3.5, fifth; Shuck, 26-6, sev-
enth; Nonic, 23-4.75, 11th.

BYERS

100-meter dash: So. Allison Foose, 15.58,
eighth; fr. Madi Matthews, 15.67, 10th; fr.
Mia Bejarano, 16.67, 13th.

200-meter dash: Fr. Bella Hagan, 31.42,
third; Foose, 33.24, eighth; fr. Karley Lin-
nebur, 39.10, 14th.

400-meter dash: Matthews, 1:14.26,
ninth; fr. Brianna Mendoza, 1:18.43, 12th;
fr. Grace Thomas, 1:19.31, 13th.

800-meter run: Mendoza, 3:07.84, sev-
enth.

100-meter hurdles: Fr. Kiera Hilbert,
23.19, sixth; fr. Shelby Fricke, 23.36, sev-
enth; fr. Ainsley Sauer, 23.88, eighth.

300-meter hurdles: Sauer, 1:00.97,
fourth; Hilbert, 1:05.70, fifth; Fricke,
1:08.07, sixth.

4x100-meter relay: Relay team, 1:00.10,
third.

4x200-meter relay: Relay team, 2:10.77,
fourth.

800-meter sprint medley relay: Relay
team, 2:10.19, third.

High jump: Fr. Olivia Eastwood, 4-3,
third; Hagan, 4-1, fourth.

Long jump: Thomas, 10-6.5, 12th; Beja-
rano, 10-0.5, 14th;

Triple jump: Thomas, 23-7, seventh; Be-
jarano, 23-0, eighth.

Discus: Fr. Kaci Harris, 67-9, ninth; Hil-
bert, 66-1, 10th; jr. Isabella Rains, 43-7,
11th.

Shot put: Hilbert, 25-7, eighth; Harris,
23-10.5, 10th; Rains, 20-6.75, 12th.

DEER TRAIL

100-meter dash: Sr. Allena Sanchez-Ne-
al, 14.24, third; fr. Fatuma Hussein,
32.85, seventh.

200-meter dash: Hussein, 15.21, seventh;
fr. Kyann Kitzman, 35.13, 10th.

400-meter dash: Jr. Megan Donovan,
1:04.54, third; fr. Madison Nielsen,
1:09.87, seventh.

4x200-meter relay: Relay Team, 1:57.60,
second.

Long jump:Kitzman, 13-5.5, seventh.

GIRLS TEAM SCORING

1. Strasburg A 237

2. Strasburg B 95

3. Byers 60

4. Heritage Christian 53

5. Clear Creek 43

6-7. Deer Trail, Kiowa 28

8. Elbert 16

9. Lotus School for Excellence 9

BOYS
STRASBURG

100-meter dash: Jr. Cade Hemphill,
12.03, first; so. Ayden Dodge, 12.31, third;
jr. Nate Grow, 12.33, fourth; so. Emery
Waggoner, 12.93, seventh; sr. Nathan
Kraft, 12.97, eighth; jr. Gideon Miner,
13.72, 15th; sr. Sean Aramowicz, 15.24,
19th.

200-meter dash: So. Hiro Hendler, 24.77,
first; fr. Emilio Espino, 25.74, second;
Waggoner, 26.96, third; so. Brody Hop-
wood, 27.26, fifth; Milner, 28.51, 10th.

400-meter dash: Kraft, 54.35, first; so.
Colton Holloway, 54.57, second; Espino,
55.31, third; fr. Eli Tapparo, seventh; fr.
Tyler Wilkerson, 1:01.98, eighth.

800-meter run: So. Noah Dobransky,
2:12.42, second; jr. Dawit James, 2:12.98,
third; fr. Miles Nelson, 2:39.35, ninth; fr.
Donovan Avita, 2:51.42, 12th.

1,600-meter run: Sr. Garrett Fetty,
6:19.70, 11th.
3,200-meter run: Jr. Israel James,

11.14.83, first;

110-meter hurdles: Jr. Will Hauser, first;
sr. Daniel Handy, 18.31, second; jr. Cam-
eron Manahan, 20.06, fourth;

300-meter hurdles: Hauser, 42.54, first;
Manahan, 47.55, second;

4x100-meter relay: Relay team, 47.06,
first.

4x200-meter relay: Relay team, 1:33.84,
first;

4x400-meter relay: Relay team, 3:42.08,
first;

4x800-meter relay: Relay team, 8:41.62,
first;

High jump: Dodge, 5-11, second; sr.
Kameron Gilbert, 5-7, fourth; Hopwood,
5-7, fifth.

Long jump: So. Jayden Miller, 20-7.5,
first; Hemphill, 20-2.5, second; jr. Jorge
Parra, 19-6.5, third; Holloway, 18-6, fifth;
Wilkerson, 12-11, 1oth; Aramowicz, 12-
2.5, 11th.

Triple jump: Handy, 38-11, second; Par-
ra, 38-5, third; Hauser, 37-5, sixth; Gil-
bert, 35-11, eighth; Milner 34-5, ninth;
Aramowicz, 27-1, 11th.

Discus: Sr. Preston Mace, 122-2, third;
so. Mason Dickens, 118-3, fourth; jr. Kev-
in Murga, 93-7, 1oth; Fetty, 88-7, 13th;
sr. Leland Taylor, 71-3, 16th; Nonic, 66-1,

20th; so. Michael Kramer, 66-1, 21st; jr.
Severin Schweizer, 58-2, 23rd.

Shot put: Mace, 46-4.5, first; Dickens,
40-5.5, second; Nonic, 32-4.75, seventh;
Kramer, 32-2, eighth; Taylor, 30-8, 13th;
Murga, 26-8.5, 16th; Fetty, 24-6.5, 18th;
Schweizer, 17-9.25, 21st.

BYERS

100-meter dash: So. Samuel Linnebur,
13.53, 13th; so. Bryce Brewer, 15.49, 20th;
Liam Hilbert, 16.84, 22nd.

200-meter dash: Linnebur, 27.59, sixth;
fr. Eli Cary, 28.50, ninth; fr. Hayden Rie-
menschneider, 29.68, 12th.

400-meter dash: Linnebur, 56.39, fifth;
Cary, 1:02.59, ninth.

800-meter run: Jr. Ben Gerhardt, 2:18.24,
fourth; jr. Torin Wardall, 2:31.66, eighth;
fr. Matthew Wardall, 2:45.53, 10th.

1,600-meter run: T. Wardall, 5:48.69,
eighth; Sr. Cayden Wardall, 6:25.28,
12th; sr. Jon Hise, 6:26.96, 13th;

3,200-meter run: Hise, 13:54.55, fifth;
M. Wardall, 14:50.69, sixth; C. Wardall,
15:08.59, seventh.

300-meter hurdles:
51.70, fourth.

4x800-meter relay: Relay team, 10:12.83,
third.

Triple jump: Riemenschneider, 38-4,
fourth; Linnebur, 38-0, fifth; Cary, 33-8,
10th;

Discus: Gerhardt, 106-3, seventh; Hil-
bert, 80-0, 15th; Brewer, 66-7, 19th.

Shot put: Hilbert, 31-10.5, ninth; Brew-
er, 29-9, 15th.

Riemenschneider,

DEER TRAIL

100-meter dash: Jr. Nevin Musser, 13.44,
12th; fr. Eian Shover, 15.09, 17th; jr. Jack-
son Burdick, 16.39, 21st.

200-meter dash: Musser, 27.87, seventh.

400-meter dash: Shover, 1:12.28, 13th.

1,600-meter run: Jr. Jayden Mingee,
5:29.20, seventh.

3,200-meter run: Mingee, 12:37.57, third.

Long jump: Musser, 15-9, eighth.

Discus: Jr. Alfonso Quezada, 114-2, fifth;
so. Sebastian Anguiano, 90-1, 12th; Bur-
dick, 66-11, 17th; Shover, 59-7, 22nd.

Shot put: Quezada, 31-3.75, 12th; An-
guiano, 30-7, 14th; Burdick, 23-5.5, 19th;
Shover, 21-11.5, 20th.

BOYS TEAM SCORING

1. Strasburg A 228

2. Clear Creek 83

3. Strasburg B 69

4. Elbert 68

5. Byers 45

6. Kiowa 30

7-8. Heritage Christian, Lotus School for

\ \?

KINDERGARTEN

a

DON’T MISS THE

AUCTIONS

LAUER MOVING AUCTION

Excellence 17

9. Deer Trail 15
10. Dayspring Christian 8

Calhan, Colovade

Saturday May 17th, 10 AM, 12405 County Road 134, Kiowa, CO 80117

AUCTIONEERS NOTE: Gary & Megan Lauer have decided to put their home up for sale and move
to Southwest Colorado to be closer to family. They have put up a Great Selection of items that

will be offered for sale. This will be excellent opportunity to upgrade to some Like New Livestock
Handling Equipment along with other well-kept items including Tools & Household Furnishings. We
will also have some Guest Consignments added to this Auction Sale!

SALE HIGHLIGHTS: 2008 Arctic Cat H1 ATV ¢ Linn Post & Pipe Supply Crowding Tub
WW E-Z-Duz-It 300 Corral System ¢ Pearson Squeeze Chute * H&W Round Bale Feeders
* Ford Jubilee Tractor » Ford 7740 SLE Loader Tractor « New Holland LS185.B Skid Steer

REGISTRATION IS COMII:lG!
Byers Kindergarten Roundup

The Byers Elementary Kindergarten Roundup/Registration will
be Tuesday, May 20, 2025, for students new to Byers School Dis-
trict. If your child was enrolled in Byers Preschool Program you do
not need to attend the roundup. Please call Byers Elementary @
(303) 822-5292, ext. 1140, to make an appointment.

On roundup day you will need to bring your child’s birth certifi-
cate, immunization records, proof of residency (something with your
name and physical address), and your child! Kindergarten students
must be 5 years of age by June 1, 2025.

Trailer - AND MUCH MORE!

OLORADOD
CTIONEER

* New Holland 300 Manure Spreader » 2006 Ford F350 Super Duty * Hale 16’ Bumper Pull

VISIT WEBSITE FOR COMPLETE LISTING!! |

MH Bar Auction

27275 Mid Jones Rd, Calhan, Colorado |

(719) 683-7235
MIKE HEITMANN AUCTIONEER
www.mhbarauction.com




8 ¢ The |-70 Scout

ISAAC MANAUGH/The 70 Scout
PLAYOFF BOUND — Byers and Bennett baseball teams will be part of the 2A and 3A regional playoffs,
respectively, on Saturday, May 17. Where both squads will travel and who they play was unknown at
press time and the Colorado High School Activities Assocation was expected to make the postsea-
son announcements today (May 14). For updated playoff information, visit chsaanow.com or ww-
w.i-70scout. Above photo, Bulldog Gabe Price slides in safely in Byers’ 9-0 win against Crowley County
May 7. Below, Tiger third baseman Evan Garner tags out a Wellington base runner in a 4-3 victory May
8. For complete coverage of all local squads, see the May 16 Eastern Colorado News.

ALYSSA STEMb/ For The Scout

The Gitt Shop

Antiques & Collectibles
Plush * Lotions * Musicals
Artificial Floral * Quilts

303-622-4226 » Downtown Strasburg, CO * 56781 E. Colfax Ave.

FRIENDLY.
LOCAL.

BT —@

Bijou Telephone Co-op

CIN

At Bijou, we keep you connected
with reliable, fast Internet and
dependable phone service-backed
by local support you can count on.

303.822.5400

netecin.net
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LeTTER FROM THE EDITOR

Editor addresses Strasburg

Dear Readers:

sexual assault controversy

Everyone makes mistakes and your local newspaper editor is no exception.

Last week I made two serious mistakes when I published a story regarding a sexual
assault at Hemphill Middle School in Strasburg. Frankly, as I read the sheriff’s report,
I questioned the mother’s perceived failure to act and concerned that the perpetrators
would not receive the severe punishment they deserve.

In specific terms, I should not have used the term “shockingly” in reference to the
mother’s decision — that is how I felt, and it crept into the story. I also provided too
many details of the crime and they, too, was unneeded. For these two issues, I hereby
apologize to the family in particular and the public as a whole for my recklessness.

I have a few letters to the editor on hand. A school board meeting was planned Mon-
day — after we went to press and where I planned to attend — and it could alter the
dynamics of the matter, making those letters obsolete. I hope everyone understands.

STRASBURG FPD FROM PAGE 1

der Colorado’s Taxpayers Bill of
Rights, more commonly known as
TABOR.

Voters approved the waiver of the
property tax limit 50-12.

While 66 total voters cast ballots,
four were filled out incorrectly and
not counted.

The term “de-Brucing” refers to

former Colorado State Rep. Douglas
Bruce, who was the primary author of
the TABOR amendment, which was
approved by Colorado voters in 1992.

— Douglas Claussen, Publisher & Ediitor

TABOR requires voter approval for
any tax increases and to retain any
revenue generated above and beyond
a certain level.

Board president Jeff Thain, vice
president Tim Phillips, and treasurer
Barrett Barkey will all serve another
four-year term after not enough can-
didates filed for this year’s election.
The seats held by assistant secretaries
Rachel Shuck and Mike Donnellon
were not up for election but will be for
the 2027 special district election.

STEVEN VETTER/The |-70 Scout

A May 10 open house at the Strasburg firehouse included public tours of the recently completed crew
quarters on the north side of the existing building and a meet-and-great with fire department staff,
including the finalist for Strasburg Fire Chief. The board vote to approve Scott Smith May 15 is not

FEELING THE
WINDS OF
CHANGE?

‘A team you know*“”
wnth 100+ year of

MEMBER

FDIC

OUR COMMUNITY. &
- BANKING ROOTS' Uiyl
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'Burg senior bound for U.S. Naval Academy

by Kathy Smiley
Staff Writer

STRASBURG — Just weeks
after Strasburg High School’s
Class of 2025 Valedictorian’s
stellar high school years are
behind her, she will be con-
fidently marching toward a
promising future.

Peighton Marrero will head
for the U.S. Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Md., in June. She
was accepted to the academy
after a rigorous application
process that included aca-
demic, leadership and fitness
components as well as a nom-
ination from U.S. Sen. Mi-
chael Bennet. She will enter
as an officer-in-training with
a rank of midshipman and
graduate in four years with
a commission. Tuition is ful-
ly funded by the Navy in ex-

upon graduation.

Peighton told The I-70
Scout May 6 that, when she
first began researching col-
lege options, her main con-
sideration was a school where
she could participate in track
and volleyball, but she quick-
ly realized she needed much
more.

“I'm not just going some-
where to play sports, but I'm
going to go somewhere that
will push me athletically, fits
me academically, and will be
a good fit for me as a person,”
she said. “When you real-
ize that, you start narrowing
down the list of schools pretty
fast.”

Peighton, who has partici-
pated in track, volleyball and
basketball throughout her
high school years, has had a
particularly successful track

JHVAL Ji iy

change for an active-duty ser- SEE MARRERO

vice obligation for five years

STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Strasburg senior and 2025 Valedictorian Peighton Marrero, center, signs her letter of intent to attend the U.S. Naval Acad-

PAGE 2B emy during a May 7 ceremony at the high school with mother, Brandi, and father, Michael, looking on.

Byersgraduaterecelves federal award for his SMARTs

KATHY SMILEY/The |-70 Scout

Byers senior Samuel Benesch received a U.S. Department of De-
fense SMART scholarship, giving him a full ride to the University of
Alabama.

by Kathy Smiley
Staff Writer

BYERS — An outstanding 2025 Byers High
School graduate will be headed south this fall with
a full ride scholarship and a guaranteed job after
college.

Because of his hard work, determination and aca-
demic achievement in high school, Samuel Benesch
will study civil engineering at the University of Al-
abama at Tuskaloosa, courtesy of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense (DoD).

The DoD’s Science, Mathematics and Research
for Transformation (SMART) Scholarship-for-Ser-
vice program is a combined educational and work-
force development opportunity for STEM (science,
technology, engineering and math) students. The
program offers scholarships for undergraduate,
master’s, and doctoral students pursuing STEM
degrees. Recipients receive full tuition, annual
stipends, and internships and guaranteed civilian
employment with the Department of Defense after
graduation — a service commitment of one year of
employment for each year of school required.

Samuel, 18, has attended Byers School for most
of his school career. His mother and stepdad are
Darcy and Tim Barber. His father, Andrew Ben-
esch, lives in Tennessee. His older sister Katherine
graduated from Byers in 2023 and is now attending
Baylor University in Texas. His younger sister Mol-
ly is in eighth grade at Byers.

When he began researching scholarship oppor-

tunities, Samuel said he was conducting a frus-
tratmgly broad search when Katherine suggested
searching for scholarships specific to the degree he
was seeking.

“And so that’s what I did. I entered ‘civil engi-
neering scholarships,” and the DoD SMART schol-
arship was one of the top results,” he said.

Samuel said the application process included
selection of a sponsoring facility. Sponsoring fa-
cilities include Department of Defense labs, mili-
tary bases and other agencies where scholarship
recipients complete internships while working on
their degrees and work for after graduation. Each
of the more than 150 sponsoring facilities across
the United States select their own scholarship re-
cipients and sponsor them from education through
employment.

Samuel chose Robins Air Force Base in Georgia
for its civil engineering department.

“The sponsoring facilities pick out however many
people they want to interview and, after they inter-
view them, they can take however many they want.
They normally take four or five a year,” Samuel
said.

He will work at Robins Air Force Base for at least
four years after he graduates.

Scholarships can be used at any college or univer-
sity in the country.

Samuel said he landed on civil engineering as a
career choice because math and science are his best

SEE BENESCH
PAGE 8B
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career — she won the 2A girls
400-meter run state championship
in 2023 and 2024.

“I'm primarily a sprinter, so the
400 meters is my primary event,”
she said, adding that she also runs
the 200-meter dash and 300-meter
hurdles. She has been on high-scor-
ing medley teams the last two years
as well.

The Naval Academy’s 400-meter
track coach took notice and reached
out to her, planting the first seed in
her mind and encouraging a campus
visit.

“And I was like, what’s the deal
with this, because I'd never really
thought about military academies,”
she said. “But the more I looked into
it, I the more impressed I was.”

Potential students must submit a
preliminary admissions packet be-
fore a visit is approved.

“You fill out pretty much everything
about yourself, academically, athlet-
ically, your extracurriculars — ev-
erything that you’ve done for a long
time,” she said. “I had to write three
or four essays and get four or five dif-
ferent letters of recommendation —
from my math teacher, my English
teacher, and then various coaches
and faculty. And then after that, I had
to apply for a Congressional nomina-
tion.”

Peighton was interviewed by three
people on behalf of Bennet. She was
offered a campus visit last Septem-
ber.

“I just fell in love with the campus,
the people, and the environment, and
I pretty much knew that was the place
for me,” she said. “I looked into a
couple other places just to make sure
I'd researched all opportunities. But
when it came down to it, [the Naval
Academy] had so much purpose and
I knew it would be the best fit for me.”

She added that the students she
met on the tour had similar person-
alities to hers.

“The kids there are so driven,” she
said. “They fit me.”

Peighton has Navy veterans in her
family, including dad Michael Marre-

ro, who served in the Navy’s Subma-
rine Service for nine years at both the
enlisted and officer ranks.

“My dad is super excited, and he is
definitely helping me navigate what
military life is going to be like,” she
said.

Peighton will head to Annapolis at
the end of June for six weeks of the
Academy’s version of basic training.

“They call it Plebe Summer,” she
said. “So, my family drops me off and
then I won’t have any contact with
anybody for six weeks. It’ll all just be
gift packages and letters for six weeks
until school starts.”

Peighton is excited about her up-
coming experience and, she admit-
ted, a little bit apprehensive.

“I'm definitely a little bit nervous
to leave my family and to be away
from home; when you’ve grown up
in a small town that’s a big shift,” she
said. “It’s definitely going to be an ad-
justment, but it’ll be good. Everybody
who’s thrown into that basic training
for six weeks is in the same situation.
And according to everyone that I
talked to on my visit, you kind of find
a second family very fast.”

The physical challenges of Plebe
Summer are also on Peighton’s mind.
She dislocated her shoulder during
basketball season — an incident
that set her official acceptance to the
academy back while she waited for a
medical waiver. While she received,
and accepted, her official bid to go to
the Naval Academy in mid-January,
she didn’t get final medical clearance
until April.

“I need to put on a little bit more
weight this summer and hit the

Wednesday, May 14, 2025
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Peighton Marrero poses for a photo May 6 at Strasburg High School. She is the Class of 2025 Vale-
dictorian and has earned a place in the U.S. Naval Academy.

weight room — really just to make
sure everything is good,” Peighton
said, adding a comment that shows
her confidence and positivity will go
along way to calm her Plebe Summer
jitters. “I know myself, and, if thou-
sands of other kids can get through it
every single year, I can. I've just got
to take it one day at a time.”

Peighton will run on the Naval
Academy’s NCAA Division 1 track
team. She is considering two differ-
ent paths academically — a major
in general science or in quantitative
economics.

“I'm leaning towards majoring in
quantitative economics and, after I
graduate, my plan is to select naval
aviation for my five years of service,”
she said. “I'll graduate as an officer
and then hopefully start flight school.

binADS!

HEALTH

Your FHOMETOWN
Primary Care Clinic

404 E. Front St. Byers, CO 80103 @ 303-822-5100 @ hugohospital.com

That would be Plan A. Plan B would
probably be some type of intelligence
field — a Naval intel officer.”

Peighton is grateful for the nu-
merous Strasburg High School staff
members who mentored her and
helped her reach her goals, includ-
ing basketball coach Merci Ames,
volleyball coach Larry Deffenbaugh,
and track and field coach, Brandi
Marrero — her mother. She is also
appreciative for the letters of rec-
ommendation she received from AP
Calculus teacher Suzanne Davis and
English teacher Alex Steitz. She said
staff member Ronda Lee helped her
fill out multiple military applications.

“Everyone here has been so, so
helpful and supportive,” she said.
“Anything that I needed, they were
right there, ready to help. I feel very
blessed for sure.”

She is also grateful to her family.

“I think I have the best support
system in the world. My parents and
stepparents are incredible. My fam-
ily is so supportive and has always
pushed me to be better — to do my
best on the court, on the track, and
in the classroom. When you’re in an
environment like that, you grow a lot
and you learn a lot about yourself and
about people around you.”

Goodilfuck
I=7.0XConTidoT:

from your friends at

LOTTMAN OIL CO

COLORADO e ARKANSAS
303-915-8590
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Congratulations to the

Strasburg Class of 2025

Sunday, May 18, 12 p.m., High School Big Gym

Senior parade following Homecoming route through Strasburg proper will follow at 2:30 p.m.
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Strasburg Class of 20258

Sunday, May 18, 12 p.m., High School Big Gym
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Congratulations Class of 2025! 3
From your friends at High Plains Bank! ‘ —

Wherever you're headed, take
High Plains Bank with you!

- Mobile Check Deposit

- Transfer Funds )
g 7 HPBGO® - Pay Bills 7

- Securely Chat with Real
High Plains Bank Employees!
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Denver Railings
& METAL ART
3803 Headlight Road
Strasburg, CO 80136
(720) 277-3534
www.DenverRailings.com
Show Room Open 7 a.m.-3 p.m., M-F
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Congratulations to the

Strasburg Class of 20258

Sunday, May 18, 12 p.m., High School Big Gym
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W | We at Love are proud of your accomplishments.
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Love Funeral Homes & Monuments
303-710-4221

Serving the local. communities of: h
Watkins, Bennett, Strasburg, Byers, Deer Trail, Agate;and Kiowa.

Congratulations Champ!

Your family is incredibly proud
of the accomplishments you

- mea——— have achieved as a Student
B S e ‘ : Athlete but prouder of the
o e “-, ;5’», _young man you’ve become!
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“We are young”

Jayden Medina
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7:30am - 6:00pm Mon. - Fri. ‘ 4 Congmtulations,

Ammm 8:00am - 5:00pm Sat.

8:00am - 1:00pm Sun. o we love you!

Roll On Class of °25!

Senior Special for May!
10% off new set of tires.

(includes mounting & halancing)
Proof of graduation required

Auto Care

Monday-Friday: 8:00-5:00

Saturday & Sunday: Closed M ARLA M ADRIF RID !W

: o .; ) eet
97 North Main Street, Byers, CO 80103 ~ Bemn o) 80r102

303-822-8333 . COUNSELING & CONSULTING 303-644-4240

Congratulations to all 2025 I-70 Corridor Graduates!
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___'Oklahoma’

ISAAC MANAUGH/The I-70 Scout
Strasburg High School and Hemphill Middle School students combined efforts to perform the youth
edition of Rodgers and Hammerstein's classic musical, “Oklahoma,” May 8-9 in the elementary school
cafeteria. Cast members include seniors Caleb Collier (as Curly McClain), left, and Erin Johnson (Ellen)
who performed for the last time in their high school drama careers.

O3 \ ¢ av

\ V4

~ Congratulations
2025 Seniors!

We are

Wednesday, May 14, 2025

men) meet on a train to Lonesome Polecat.

Byers High School presented the hillbilly musical comedy “Fussin’ an” A-Feudin,” April 25. The
play was set in the backwoods community of Lonesome Polecat, where two families continued a
decades-long feud while big-city publishing companies vie for the rights to publish a book about
them. Competing publishers Sally Merriwether (Maggie Messer) and Joe Martin (Audrina Solo-

KATHY SMILEY/The I-70 Scout

BENESCH FROM PAGE 1B

subjects and, spending summers with
his father, who is a carpenter, gave
him an appreciation of the building
process.

“When I was younger, like 8 or o,
we’d work on small projects for my-
self, and that was super fun,” he said.
“And then once I got older, I started
working with him on the job site, and
actually got to put beams up in hous-
es, build kitchens out, and do stuff
like that. I really like the building as-
pect, and I like knowing is how peo-
ple are going to use the space.”

Samuel said he is interested in
learning more about how a good de-
sign can make construction easier.

“It seems like construction nev-
er goes right the first time because
[the structure] is poorly designed,”
he said. “So, what if I could come in
and design it with the construction in
mind — not just how the layouts are
going to look, but how should we ac-
tually build it?”

That question illustrates a point of
view Samuel has about learning and
life in general —the importance of
gaining a depth of understanding of
any concept.

“I want to understand everything,”
he said. “I try to get information and
understand why it’s right.”

In school, Samuel said his focus is
not so much on getting the right an-
swer, but on asking the right ques-
tions.

“Idon’t try to just get the work done
to turn it in,” he said. “I always want
to know why it was the right answer,
and not just get the grade on it.”

Samuel has much to look forward
to and some great memories to look
back on. His high school years includ-
ed playing soccer at Bennett and bas-

SMART

SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS,
AND RESEARCH FOR
TRANSFORMATION

PART OF THE NATIONAL
DEFENSE EDUCATION PROGRAM

SUBMITTED GRAPHIC
Byers senior Samuel Benesh is among this year's
recipients of Department of Defense SMART edu-
cation program scholarships where awardees re-
ceive full tuition, annual stipends, and internships
and are guaranteed civilian employment with DoD
after graduation. A service commitment of one
year of employment for each year of school is
required. Benesch is leaving Byers to attend the
University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa.

ketball at Byers. He was on Student
Council, involved in Future Business
Leaders of America for four years,
and a member of the National Honor
Society for two. He taught children’s
classes at Mountain View Fellowship
in Strasburg.

Samuel said his sixth-grade teacher
Connie Butterfield, math teacher Co-
rey Green, and social studies teacher
Nathan Phipps have been among his
favorites at Byers.

“They were all good teachers and
helped me a lot,” he said, adding that
Green and Phipps wrote letters of
recommendation for him.

Samuel is looking forward to ex-
panding his horizons, taking on new
challenges, and meeting new people
at the University of Alabama.

“It’'s great here, but I've been
around the same people for 10 years,”
he said. “I like that Alabama is a big
school and they have good sports
teams that will be fun to watch. I'm
excited to branch out.”

i ETRVAGLEN IO N

Wiisl COILORY

CALL RIGHT NOW! (303) 622-9796




Wednesday, May 14, 2025 The I-70 Scout * 9B
Congratulations to the

Byers Class of 2025

Sunday, May 18, 1 p.m., High School New Gym
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Class Motto:
“Chase your.dreams, but always
know/the road that’ll{lead you home
again.”
— Tim McGraw,
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DREAM BIG!!!

Good Luck in your

future endeavors!
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Q Congratulations to the Class of 2025!
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ORTHODONTICS

Offices in Bennett & Strasburg
Call or text (303)750-3660

www.KohrsOrtho.com

FROM THE

DIRECTORS AND
EMPLOYEES OF
EASTERN SLOPE
TECHNOLOGIES

ESTech INTERNET & PHONE ~ 719-743-2441 EASTERNSLOPETECH.COM

[ PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER AFTER READING j

68% of paper and paper packaging is recycled into new products.
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Veterinary Practice
550 E Colfax Ave, Unit A, in Bennett + 303-644-4MVP

" Congratulations Class of

2025 Graduates?
\Y7 | (Good|lucklin)YourdEndeavor:s]

303-622-9274 » 1312 Monroe St Strasburg CO 80136
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SDS Swim's Disposal Service
Locally owned trash company servicing
the 1-70 Corridor in residential &
commercial garbage pickup.

Call today for the cheapest rates!

303-822-9539

LOCAL STUDENTS RECEIVE
SLOPE TECHNOLOGIES SCHOLAR

R
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Anna Vetter - Byers High School

Anna Vetter, daughter of Greg and Jodie
Vetter, a senior at Byers High School is
awarded the $1500 Traditional Scholar-
ship. Anna plans to attend Colorado State
University and will study Agriculture. She
looks forward to taking classes at the new
Spur campus.

Anna lives in Bennett and raises and sells
sheep. This gives her the opportunity

to show livestock through 4-H at events
across the country, including the county
fair, the Colorado State Fair, and the Na-
tional Western Stock Show.
Congratulations Annal!

Colton Taylor - Bennett High School

Colton Taylor, a senior at Bennett High
School is awarded the $1000 Traditional
Scholarship. Colton will attend Colorado
Christian University and will study Biolo-
gy and minor in Chemistry and Criminal
Justice. He hopes to become a forensic
scientist after college.

Colton is a member of the concert band
under Ms. White for the past eight years,
specializing in the alto saxophone—a pas-
sion that has helped shape his discipline
and creativity. He is also active in sports,
trying everything from lacrosse to soccer,
which taught him teamwork, perseverance,
and adaptability. Colton thanks his parents
and teachers for their support and guid-
ance. Congratulations Colton!

FIRE UP THEM ADS WITH COLOR! CALL TODAY! (303)622-9796
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!'Congratulations on your
Graduation, Rebecca!
Chase your dreams and
never give up!

Love, Mom, Grandma and Grandpa

Congratulations
to aH area graduates!

Elevator
303-644-3251

Congratula tions

?D Cloeitilos

Ben Claussen, D.C. « 303-622-4200
1517 Main St. Strasburg, CO

o

" SUBMITTED PHOTO

Sixth-grader Leela Henderson, left photo, and second-grader Rayne Potter pose with their projects
and prizes won at the Deer Trail School Science Fair. Henderson took the grand prize winner with her
project on Taste Buds while Potter’s project, “Making the Perfect Slime,” was deemed best in show.
The grand prize was chosen by judges from the Student Council, who spoke to each participant. Best
in show was determined by voting of the students, families and friends who attended an open house

CONGRATS
MCC Closs of 2025

Bennett,CO

Angelica Cardenas Melendrez
Bachelor of Science Nursing

Arapahoe,CO

Elri Barkhuizen*
Associate of General Studies

Associate of Arts
Andrew Torres

Arvada CO Associate of Arts

Bridget Langello***

Brighton,CO
Physical Therapist Assistant

Justina Graves
Aurora. CO Physical Therapist Assistant
Alemzewd Aemero***

Byers,CO
Bachelor of Science Nursing

Lily Clark*
Solome Buba Associate of Arts
Bachelor of Science Nursing

Deer Trail,CO

Kimberlyn Sosa Gonzalez
Associate of Arts

Zipporah Obiero*
Bachelor of Science Nursing

Degnesh Riske**
Bachelor of Science Nursing

Jared Sereti Honors:

Practical Nursing

Zubin Siddiqui***
Bachelor of Science Nursing

& MORGAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

To see a full list of grads from all areas, visit morgancc.edu/class-of-2025

* Cum Laude
** Magna Cum Laude
*** Summa Cum Laude

for the fair April 7.

LiBRARY NEws

ANYTHINK BENNETT LIBRARY
495 Seventh St.

(303)405-3231
anythinklibraries.org

Karaoke Night: The Teen Advisory
Board will host a totally tubular
1980s-themed karaoke night for ages
12-18 after the library closes. Prizes will
be awarded for the best 80s costumes!
Space limited; registration required.
Visit anythinklibraries.org to sign up.
Snacks and refreshments provided. 6-9
p.m., Friday, May 16.

Coach Adn’s Skill Zone: Kids ages
7-14 can play games, practice drills
and learn new sports tricks with
athletic coach Adn Jay. Participants
can hone their skills at various sports,
including basketball, football, soccer,
and discs. They will meet at the school
playground across the street from the
library. Snacks and water provided,
and sun protection is advised. 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., Saturday, May 17.

Artist meet-up: Adults can join the
Corridor Creative Arts League for
a presentation on how to use and
source reference photos when making
art. The monthly challenge is to create
a piece of art based on the No. 1 song
on the artist’s date of birth. 2-3:30
p.m., Saturday, May 17.

mySummer Kickoff Party: Time to
Create is the theme of the library’s
mySummer kickoff program. Library
fans of all ages are encouraged to

Town of Bennett Community Clean Up Day)

5y -

Saturday, June 7, 2025 / 9 - 11:30 ™

i nepysLic =
P2 Bennett
Sustainability in Action /

dream up new ways to be creative this
summer with a variety of activities
including journaling, music and dance.
They might also be inspired with a live
musical performance and drop-in belly
dancing lessons. Activities vary by age.
No advanced registration necessary.
1-4 p.m., Saturday, May 31.

KELVER LIBRARY

585 Main St., Byers
(303)822-9392
www.arapahoelibraries.org

Little Makers Club: Children ages 0-5
and their care-givers can work on mo-
tor skills, literacy and counting and
take home a free goody bag to contin-
ue learning at home. Crafts and tod-
dler-friendly snacks provided. 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Friday, May 16.

Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum: Adults
are invited to a presentation of quilts
from the 1930s Depression Era. Join
us to connect with other members of
the Byers community at the library.
Presented by the Rocky Mountain
Quilt Museum. 1:30-3 p.m., Wednes-
day, May 21.

DAVIES LIBRARY
128 Second Ave., Deer Trail
(303)769-4310
www.arapahoelibraries.org

Adult book club: “Someone Like You”
by Karen Kingsbury. 6-7 p.m., Monday,
May 19.

SAVE THE
DATE!
HELP KEEP
BENNETT
CLEAN AND
BEAUTIFUL.

Plan ahead
and review
the list of
permitted
items on our
7 website.

bennettco.gov

CuRE

ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
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. Prairie Creeks Class of 2025

Saturday, May 17, 11 a.m., Strasburg High School Big Gym

PR IRI CREEKS
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"As you graduate, remember the lessons you've learned, the friends you've made,
and the dreams you've chased. Your journey is just beginning, and the world is
waiting for your unique touch. Congratulations, graduates of the 1-70 Corridor!

May your future be filled with success, happiness, and endless opportunities."

FNB Bank

A State Chartered Bank - Member FDIC

1076 South 1st Street Bennett, CO 80102 ~ (303)644-5100 ~ www.fnb.com
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ONEER Saturday, May 17, 11 a.m., Strasburg High School Big Gym

Fawan Morales @

P e L

PHOTOS BY CARL STEITZ/For The Scout
Strasburg Elementary School hosted its spring
concert April 24 at Mountain View Fellowship.
This spring’s performance featured first and third
grades the Strasburg Singers. Clockwise from
top left, Jeffery Geesaman and Delia Nordloh play
rain sticks during “We Are All Connected,”a Native 4
American song; Brock Girouard, front, and Pe- : g — o 7T
nelope Levin, play xylophones for “Who Has Seen 5% '*:***1 f— -'
the Wind?;” and, adorned in her fancy hat and s ) K9
sunglasses, Brailey Johnson plays drums on “We
Are All Connected.”
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WELLER e Home « Auto -
K e Farm « Crop -

e Life = Businesse

303-622-4717 » Fax: 303-622-4716
www.wellerinsuranceagency.com
56770 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg, CO, 80136

INSURANCE

{ Tues. - Sat.; 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.y R

{56761 E. Colfax Ave. . J
Strasburg, CO o

smokeshowmeats.com %

The |-70 Scout * 15B

WeeklyaSpecials!
May 20/-24
- $1°0tf Sirloin Tip
E $_1_1£|ﬁ15k1rt Steak

SMOKE
SHW

'ay May
Iﬂmgﬁﬂ@a
$1(0ff|Burger)Patti

VVOLUME DISCOUNTS

FILL-UP SPECIAL

GLOBAL
PROPANE

(303) 660-9290

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

$1.69°

GALLON

500+

WESTERN HARDWARE

We would like to THANK our past &
present customers for shopping locally

for 53 years!
Allen Holcomb & Family

56640 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg, CO

will be on Monday, May 19, 2025. Please caII
Byers EIementary @ (303) 822-5292, ext. 1140,

- Year our Roundup/Registration will be heId in the ‘I/
lobby of the elementary office.
» Registration packets can be picked up in the d‘“a
\|’ elementary office prior to or the day of.

On the day of Roundup/Registration, you will S 1§
need to bring your child and all the appropriate pa-€Z¢&
perwork — child’s birth certificate, immunization
record, proof of residency (something with your
name and physical address). Paperwork must be
completed for your child to register and be added

———\ LOOKING

FOR.PROPANE?

@ ANEEDATTANK?

BUY, LEASE & 20#, 30#, 40# & #100
RENT PROGRAMS Bottle Refills
1000 Gal Tank, (Within expiration date)
$5,500.00
500 Gal Tank,
$3,400.00

Propane Fill
$1.85 per gallon
(Prices subject to change)
Open: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
555 Colfax Ave., Bennett

(303) 644-3251

Roggen Farmer's Elevator Association
Roggen Office: (303) 849-5506

STRASBURG VET CLINIC

Heartworm Season is Here!
Reduced Prices on Heartworm Testing

and Prevention through May: _, >
e
[~/ N -

9{ Up to $25 mail-in 4
‘ 1 0‘7» rebate from
= ' @wSentinel Spectru

— J—

Strasburg Veterinary Clinic * 303-622-4415

56151 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg, CO 80136
Monday-Friday 8:00 am -7:00 pm, Saturday 8:00 am-1:00 pm

$r--

GARAGE DOORS Mgverjck Steej

COMMERCIAL AND
RESIDENTIAL

New Door Sales and Installation
Service to Existing Doors
Spring Replacement
Opener Installation and Service

** FREE ESTIMATES **

AFTER-HOURS AND EMERGENCY
SERVICES AVAILABLE

75 West Highway 40  Byers, CO 80103

303-822-8949 (after hours 720-880-9784)
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Agatie Sdhooll Crss of 2025

Friday, May 16, 11 a.m., Agate School Gym

Flor'Loera

| 1] ] 1 1] T r ] f i F s ~

Congrats AGATE Class of ’25 and all Corridor Seniors

Here’s to your Successes & Taking Your Future by the HORNS!
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ACCOUNTING AUTOMOTIVE m ELECTRICIANS

Tammy Linton
Accountant/Bookkeeper
303-907-5332
ACCOUNTING
SOLUTIONS, LLC

www.accountingsolutions-co.com

Focus on GROWING your business,
Trust your Accounting with ME!

MS Grothe Financial Services P.C.

- (303)644-4600

Need QuickBooks Support?
Give us a call!

APPLIANCE REPAIR

A+ Appliance Services
Rods Appliance Service

* Free Phone Quotes *

* $20 Cash Discount ¢

* Brand Name Parts °
» 2-Year Warranty °

Client

Satisfaction
&
Low Price
Assurance

Locally Owned Since 1995

303-822-9868
303-809-4229

www.rodscontracts.com

B Five Star ([
5| liont Rated

72 N\

This Space
BaW $30/week

ColorS39/Week

[3031622-9796
N 74
faononcuve R

Auto Care
o Used & new tire sales
o Tire repairs e 0il changes
o Windshield Chip Repair ¢ Car Wash

Monday-Friday:

8:00-5:00 Purchase 4
: - new tires and
Sﬁturdﬂy a receive free
Sunday: Closed rotations &
- flat repairs for
97 N Main St. life of tire!
Byers, CO

303-822-8333

( Strasburg
wm

Family owned and
operated for 50 years.

WO F30amEEPm)

Sati8am-5pmYyiSuni8am=1pm!

O e St SRS, 59
\ T e iz S i)

CORRIDOR COLLISION

AUTO BODY & PAINT

Serving The I-70 Corridor and )
Surrounding Areas A s
Al Insurance Welcome . G J

303 644-3755

830 SHARIS CT BENNETT, €O. 80102

)
o&T
UWe Got Your Back!
ASE Certified Technician @
> ALIGNMENTS \/
(™ gt o o o A\
g(tiza7s3bﬁ;gl’-’7co(l;lrontage Rd.
303-622-4100

CHIROPRACTOR

CILAUSSIEN

CHIROPRACTIC

< 1517 Main Street
#wa,  Strasburg, CO

% (303) 622-4200

\\\\\\IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII||II////
Z S
Zrmunn

COMPUTER/INTERNET
"FOR SALE

SUPER-FAST HIGH-SPEED |

| INTERNET

GUARANTEED T0 BLOW YOUR
I CURRENT INTERNET PROVIDER AWAY!

Price: Starting at just $29.95/mo
I Seller: Bijou Telephone Co-op

I Call 303-822-5400
if vo_u're r_eadv Er soythin_g bett_er!

r

1

r
L —

Serving the Bennett area with FIBER E

Fiber to the Home(FTTH):

Work better, stream faster, win bigger
» with SYMMETRICAL SPEED Packages! !

www.easternslopetech.com )

888-999-3778 C@STech. :

GAGNE’S CONCRETE 1 jcensed &
¢  Insured

<o Free
FORMING, INc.  Estimates

36 Years Experience
Commercial & Residential
Foundation Walls,
Excavation,

Flatwork,

Stamped Concrete,
Concrete Demo,
Hauling,

Recycled Asphalt Drives.

—VISA Bert Gagne
—

303-941-3991

gagnesconcrete@netecin.net

Outback Construction
720-202-1490
constructionoutback@gmail.com
Locally Owned & Operated
* Pole Barns ¢ Metal Buildings
Metal Roofs * Gutters
* Snow Removal * Driveways ¢
Concrete * Excavation

We Supply All Buildings & Materials.
* Excavating

CRUSH e Utilities
EXCAVATION RS

Landscaping & ExcavatingPros ¢ Hydrants
* Landscape

720-507-4076 * Hardscape
info@crushexcavation.com

New Construction,
Remodeling,
, Home Repairs, & More!

HOME CONSTRUCTION
s & REPAIR SERVICES, LLC mm
(303)877-2788

homeconstructionandrepair.com

DENTAL

:{i\ -In-Home-Tesclmica:
Carl th uppor
E;E:mpﬁter Guy

= oS 390

CONCRETE

Wally’s

Concrete

Licensed & Insured
Residential & Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES

ALL FLAT WORK
STAMPED CONCRETE
FOUNDATIONS

No Job Is
Too Small or Too Big

References Available
Call or Text Walter

720-998-5731

Locally Owned

(_ wallysconcrete@gmail.com

N\ /4

‘Y Dental

Fillings *Cleanings *Crowns
*Extractions *°Emergency Services
*Root Canals *Whitening
Open Evenings and Weekends
In-Network for Almost All Insurances

303-644-5058

www.openandaffordable.com
280 E. Colfax Ave Suite 1, Bennett, CO 80102

ROIAR

o

2 Open and Affordable }

DCHAULERS
I.IIBALMHATED

DCHaulers.com
(720)606-3582

LEO’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

License #: 7422
Strasburg: 720-203-9955
Hugo: 719-743-2375

Leo Hurtado

Master Electrician/Owner
P.0. Box 325

Hugo, CO 80821

ie
tri

LLC

303.434.4560
Lic. & Insured - LIC# 5497
Panel Upgrades - Pole Barns

All Types of Wiring - Free Estimates

YWGUFFEY

ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL, SERVICE
LICENSED AND INSURED
(303) 834-0431
Sam@guffeyelectricllc.com
55955 E Kentucky Ave
Strasburg, CO 80136
www.guffeyelectricllc.com

W.W. ENTERPRISES

Commercial * Residential
Soils * Percolation * Concrete * Compaction Tests
Foundation * Structural * Septic Designs

(719)775-9314 » Est. 1980

EXCAVATION

Ll e a1 b

Reliable Excavation Services
* Site Prep ¢ Demolition & Debris Removal ¢
* Trenching & Backfilling * Snow Removal ¢
* Well/Hydrant/Waterline Install & Repairs °

* Drainage Control/Driveways °

Jacob D. Hill Byers, CO|303-518-5161

|
FYEVENUE
__0_
* Routine Eye Exams
* Medical Eye Care

* Sunglasses
» Contact Lenses

New Office Hours

Monday, Thursday § Friday:
8a.m. —4p.m.
Tuesday § Wednesday:
8am.—6Gp.m.

Saturday: Appt. Only

Most Insurances Accepted
1506 Main St., Strasburg
720.405.2020; 2020EyeVenue.com
Locally Owned
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m HEATING & AC HYDRANTS LANDSCAPING

COIorqdo Elite U.S. MEGHANIGAL GSMPANY o)
] outdoor Contractors| HEating & Air Conditioning 'k L%ﬂ

8

MERRILL MFG.

Residential & Commercial

24 Hour Service * Straightforward Pricing
Remember us for a” Daikin 12 years parts & labor warranties* S ; % ,‘
. Financing Options Available i3]
your outdoor needs: Indoor Air Quality & Water Filtration = Canyon Creek Landscape, uc
e Livestock Fencing e Pole Free Estimates on Replacements / Installs “vn n ANTS Tamz’[y owned and 0/enzl’eaf with over 38

Barns ¢ Loafing Sheds ears zf z’ndilstry experience.

S VbDAIKIN

( - 100% Satisfaction Guarantee |

: ) ATy L Landscape Installs * Gravel Driveways
» Deck & Patio CO-VGT.S * \3,03.622.24"' R(2447 ; 303_865_4830 Irrigatimeystems . RetainingWaIIs'y
Cattle Guard Fabrication USMechanicalCompany.com Walk Ways & Patios * Trenching &
& Install - Excavation CROSSWORD SOLUTION Excavation ¢ Land Clearing ¢
% FToTA Drainage Solutions ¢ Freeze Hydrants
(720)712'8828 e it TElS Call us today for a free estimate.
www.coloradoeliteoutdoor.com ngATlNG AND AR eONDlTIONlNGV N[c[H 720-427-8430
Where exquisite quality meets affordable pricing! Serving Eastern Colorado for Over 30 Years N|K I ‘
Sales/Service « Installation « Furnaces

Air Conditioning * Geo-Thermal ¢
* Fireplaces
< 303-622-2914

Z|»|®||O

FREE ESTIMATES

LENNOX ) on new or replacement systems

plainsheating.com F
=

b‘ HEAVY EQUIPMENT A
Full-Service Fiooring Company | B JEE LANDSCAPING MATERIAL
« No-cost, no-obligation Kauffman Sales & Rentals DBA | =L Strasburg Rock Co.
in-home estimates; - -
ome s ne o 6o mare l . # nl Q AffordablelInsulationiInc? Road Base * Arena Sand
Sales, Installation & Repairs: " | e&;ﬁ en — : Fill Dirt « Top Soil + Mulch
C_arpet . Hardwoqd Tractor and Equipment Repairs. Fo_r all v_ﬂllr l:omn!erclal & g:x:;tgﬁsggksgni%rg%ﬁ
Laminate Luxury Vlnw & Backhoes ¢ Loaders * Trenchers HBSI(IBIIII&II InSlIIaIIIIII NBE(IS: 8255 Strasburg Road
Waterproof Floors Pick up and delivery available! * ATTIC Blow Insulation; -

. L ’ Call for a FREE estimate
Sanding/finishing of | 303-622-4012 * Net Blow Walls; 720-§57-6529
existing hardwood, * Wall Batts;

prefinished hardwood & HOME HEALTH CARE ¢ Vinyl Insulation; LAWN & ACREAGE
hardwood stairs. . » Spray Foam; and
i In-Home Caregiver » Foam Fire Stop. SOUTHSIDE
(303)667 0085 Specializing In * New & Remodel Homes TOTAL mI?;E(FNANOE
* Senior Care ° We Give You an Affordable Price! Lewn Mowing, AR
 Special Needs* Affordable Insulation LLC e o
30 years experience ggr?r?gt?%\é)egé';l(% -Buesrl)laé‘l;imming Lo;:usup(;:nng
(720)808-4252 For English, (303)949-9751 303-644-558"7 -'E
Para Espanol, (303)437-0566
'"lis B&w Snace .Www.lnsulatlonlndenverco.com
FUNERAL HOMES & MONUMENTS i facebook.com/affordable.insulation.73 i
Only $15.00 Per Week This BaW Space
Locally Owned and Operated
56131 E. Colfax Ave. Strasburg, CO 80136 {303]622'9196 0“'“ 322'50 Per ween
L 303.710.4221 A comeneene| || [8031622-9796
www.lovefuneralhomes.com HORSE BOARDING b /%‘C‘ 7 AGENCY, LLc

E=%=2  INSURANCE
GARAGE DOORS M&] Ranch LLC’ Strasburg Home —vF'arm & Ranch — Commercial PAINTING

Drinking Post * Loaf Shed ¢ Q705N
(4 ) Stall wirun ¢ Call for Pricing Strasburg ORTnZZ Litﬁzo >22-1681 P RO C L A S S I C
JUStlne, 303/944'7894 or Matt, 719/271'0767 Renee@SonnenbergAgency_Com A N N G
MandJRanchcolorado@gmail.com P I TI
GARAGE DOORS INTEGRITY INSURANCE
REASONABLE PRICING! HORSE CARE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES (o) 5
LOCAL BUSINESS ! Steve Schneiderman B\;\J]SIILI\ES'S Rgvorﬁsf g)?mc% IF}E{EEiiLII;{opEﬁ;y ; CALL ERIC OR LINDA b=
. >&,, contactus@proclassicpainting.com 3
Professional Farrier (303) 644-4872 £ COTHCEE ZRICORIpRITNG O &
3 O 3 - 990 - 3 7 ]_ 5 720-530-6034 www.integrityinsagency.com Chances are we painted one of your
\ J Now accepting clients! Contact Julie Lewis, integrityins@gmail.com neighbor’s or friend’s home.

#ATIDY HOMES#« |

et caught in the .Co.ld! ¢ Maintenance Cleans
Schedule a precision e Construction Cleans
ﬁ:;i;l; S?;ZE?,}: * Move In / Move Out Cleaning
' * Locally Staffed, Owned and Operated

303-614-5193 | | 303-803-5495

www.comfortguyinc.com L

Painting & Wallpaper Co gl

Professional Work at Reasonable Rates ™.

Interior-Exterior-Decks

Drywall Repair
Free Estimates ¢ Licensed & Insured
303-905-6659 -Paut-

303-905-6658

«

| We recycle & pay
gl for your junk car,
truck or SUV
CALL US FIRST
720-560-6763

on't g

=z

Your Custo Comfort
System Specialist
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© PURE PEST O

We get rid of pests
fast, safely, and
affordably.

Guaranteed results!

720-325-4500
purepestco.com

Mice & General Pests

PET BOARDING
- -\

N
The Four Legged Inn
Pet Boarding

303-644-4322

www.TheFourLeggedinn.com
Bennett, CO

35 minutes
east of

Please contact
Niki for more
information

720-725-5180

LIVING SPRINGS
PET SPA
820 Sharis (t. Bennett, CO
I Offering Full Grooming Services
- Grooming available: oo s
| (\;Nednesdtgxg-Saturdag *EACFk
| Clean Facility 7 P I&H W
I All Breeds ; 3 !
1
1
1
1

« Cat Grooming
Available
« Call For a Quote!

303-644-3379

www.livingspringsvet.com

As Seen On Animal Planet

V"‘
f

‘N
NN N N N S S S - -

{&@) Schat Plumbing

New constructione Remodels

Small drain cleaning ¢ Hose repair
Boiler repair e Well tank valves
(ELECTRONIC AND METAL RECYCLING)

Call Adam: (720) 327-9363
schat.adaml @gmail.com

COURTEOUS AND PROMPT SERVICE!

Dober?'s

Plumbing and Drain, LLC

Plumbing, Drain Cleaning, Water
Heater Replacement, Video Sewer
Inspection, Sewer & Drain Locating.

303-859-9126

E‘K" «

NNED

PLUMBING & HEATING

New Construction « Water Heaters
* Boilers ¢ A/C + Drain Cleaning ¢
Pumps ¢ Gas Lines ¢ Furnaces ¢

Septic Tank License
State License: MP188016
Bennett License: CL-066

303-710-1417

gtykennedy@aol.com

kennedyplumbingdenver.com

True Per%fi.’()’r@olutions
Plumbing;and Heating

Ray WamsleyjMaster Plumber
Officen(720)58 121329

Cell: (720)581-1278

trueperfectionsolutionplumbin'@gmail.com

Located in Strag_s:burg!

MATT BRINKHOFF
303-324-0241

www.mattscoloradohomes.com

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

Each offce s independently owned and operated

RECREATION

SPECIALIZING IN INSURANCE CLAIMS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

RESTORATION PROJECTS

g g

SIMPLIFIED

RESTORATION
General Contracting Made Simple!

WE HANDLE

Roofing Replacement
and/or Repair

Siding Repair and Paint
Gutters
Windows and Screens
Deck Repair

Concrete Replacement
and/or Repair

Any of your insurance
restoration needs
inside or out

Simplified Restoration is a
family owned and operated
Colorado business built
on the foundation of
integrity in all that we do.

We thrive on establishing
a long-lasting relationship
with our customers with
the goal of simplifying
the restoration process.

No job is too big or small

FREE ESTIMATE
FREE INSPECTION:

info@SimplifiedRestoration.com

303.872.3327

PREFERRED "
8 iy 2= Mestic

CUMMINGS ROOFING CO.

31 Years Serving The Corridor!
Licensed and Insured
Steve Cummings
303-644-5500 ° Cell: 303-594-8608

BNV Roofing & Gutters

'! 48 VA :

Asphalt Roofing - Metal Roofing - Flat Roofing

TPO . EPDM . A+ Rating w/BBB
719.775.8687 . raazroofing.com

WRIGHT BUILT
ROOFING & GUTTERS
Tile, Metal, Shingles, Shake

5-inch seamless gutters

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED

(303)822-8539

Farm ¢ Residential * Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES

www.arrowheadroofingllc.com

(303)849-6202
(303)994-5525

New Roofs * Re-Roofs
Repairs ¢ Coatings
3 Generations
of Quality Roofing

ROIR

PREMIER Shannon

SERVICE ANZSNiT:if:AEELSE RO t h
(303)822-6644 PO Box 9
(303)883-9339 Byers, CO

o Play,

SANITATION SERVICE

Septic Tank Cleaning
Locating and Inspections

Pump Replacement and

Electrical Services

(303)622-4126 Z==

Family Owned & Operated

NIRTMANSTER

ATY, CYCLE & EQUPMENT REPAR LLC
MOTORCYCLE ATV SXS UTV SNOWMOBILES
TRAILERS GOLF CARTS MOBILITY DEVICES
LIGHTS &WIRING ROLL CAGES WELDING/FABRICATION
WE ARE MOBILE! 3
LAWN & GARDEN RENTALS DELIVERED TO YOU!

314 S.OWENS ST
BYERS €0 80103
720365 7794

Lawn mower and equipment
small engine repair.
Parts and Service!

303-622-4012

N\

s,

S Water

(J

SPRINKLER SERVICE
& LANDSCAPING

FAMILY OWNED / VETERAN OWNED  [8]asi (8]
GIVE USA CALL OR VISIT OUR }'ﬂi =
O

WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS
(720) 435-1495

Lawn Sprinkler Systems °
Landscaping ° Drain Installation
* Design, Installation, Repair
* Activations & Blowouts
Fencing * Water Features

Retaining Walls ¢ Patios

Request an appointment:
Office: (720)435-1495

www.watersolutionsco.com

STORAGE

Front Range RV Storage

www.FrontrangeRVstorage.com

303-644-5800 JAL 2121 NANILLARD

Bennett, Colorado
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TAXES WATER DAMAGE HOMES & LAND

Lance Grothe, CPA, CFP’

Tax, Accounting
& Financial Services
690 E Colfax Ave, Bennett

303-644-4600

LIVING SPRINGS

VETERINARY CARE

Integratlve, Affordable Health
Care & Chiropractic Care.

™. Jennifer Gochanour
. Madi Levitsky
v Maya Turner

Full service medical & surgical
practice specializing in family pets,
fine horses, livestock, and exotics.

Mobile, emergency & overnight

triage services available.

Full grooming
services available.

A seen on lnimal Planel.

303-644-3337

www.livingspringsvet.com
820 Sharis Ct., Bennett, CO
Mon. - Fri.:
7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Sunday: Closed

STRASBURG VETERINARY CLINIC

@ 56151 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg @

(303) 622-4415
Reed Hanks, DVM
Mikayla Bonnett, DVM MC Worthington, DVM

Savannah Kennedy, DVM  Catherine Heyboer, DVM
Samantha Drop, DVM

Anna Brown, DVM

Monday — Friday, 8am-7pm;
Saturday, 8am-1pm
Mobile & Emergency Service

"Caring for all of your pet, horse
and livestock needs along
the I-70 Corridor since 1947."

Wrmwgm The Musketeers
. . Veterinary Practice
v Dr. Cassandra Durant, DVM

Massage, acupuncture, and
chiropractic treatment as well!
Caring and compassionate vet
care for your livestock, horse and
furry four legged companions.

WATER or FIRE

Damage to Your Home or Office?

SANC D

RESTORATION

24/7 Restoration Professionals

Anytime. Day or Night.

+ Water Extraction & Removal
* Certified Drying Techniques
* Professionally Trained Staff

(720) 729-0002

www.rincoinc.com

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Water @ Sewage @ Fire @ Mold

All Major Credit Cards Accepted.
Direct Insurance Billing Options.

Windows & Siding
Any & All Types
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
303-907-4185 e 303-822-5252

* Shutters
BLINDS

* Shades
* Blinds
720.427.8720
WWW.BLINDSNATION.COM

( R& M Tree Service )
Tree & Shrub Trimming & Removal

-Insured - 16 years experience

(720) 601-2030

J

.
SELF

VIV SR e

1401 County Road 153, Strasburg
State of the art security, video
surveillance cameras, individual gate
codes, on-site managers.

303-622-4142

SUDOKU SOLUTION
819(5

Mon, Tu, Th, Fri - 8 am to 6 pm
Sat 8 am to 2 pm; Closed Wed & Sun
550 E Colfax Ave unit A in Bennett

303-644-4MVP

D|=|ON|[O|OR~|IN|W
wiIN|OoO ||~ ]|O|N
Ol IN=|[WINDJOI|00|O
OB JOIN|OIN|O®
O|OINJO|N|=W|D>
N|wWw|OJo|o|~IN|—~
AN OO |WIN
N|fO|lwlh~|o|NIO ||~
QMO |OIN | |WJO [N~

s w

‘ v db
" Call Now: 303.622.9

470 Kiowa Avenue BENNETT, CO | $404,000

|
IlIlIIII )

I=70

(GAAL LA
(970) 380-0078
FARMHAND118@AOL.COM

Gals

4 7IACIW/OUDERIHOMERIVMI[EIO FJAGATE!

39660 CR 162, AGATE « CLOSE ACCESS TO I-70 AND SCHOOL « I-70
FRONTAGE FOR BUSINESS ADVERTISING
SELLER FINANCING * $349,000

rank Linnebur, Broker

Colorado Land Realty
800 US Hwy 36, Byers, CO 80103
www.coloradolandrealty.com ¢ Direct Line: 303-748-7028

“The Sewill Team”

Sean and Kim Darling-Sewill
HomeSmart Realty
303-859-3502

#1 Team on the Eastern Plains!

Ranch home on 5 acres.
LD 1 Views, No HOA fees.
D‘ So 4 34%0m, 2 bath, 2 car garage.
° 3270 total sq. ft. Walk out basement.
Barn and lean to. Electric fence and cross fenced.

Newer roof, gutters and ext. paint.
Easy access to |-70, E470 and DIA and shopping. A Must See.

Thinking of Buying or Selling?
Top Dollar. Quick Closings.

For Sale!

1)

Ty

)

[T

BD Pass Me By Rd Stras urg
86 acres with ranch building plans! §
$215,000 %

1212 N CR 125 Bennett %

Over 40 acres and horse ready!
$1,134,000

575 2nd Street Bennett
Large lot and NO HOA!

$362 000

720 320 0445

www.CountryCompassCO.com
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Now hiring General Laborers
20 per hour to start.

SCHEDULE!YOUR SHOWING'TODAY, (303)726-7779/0R(720)74i7-32477!

THANK YOU I-70 CORRIDOR

The Bennett/Watkins Lions Club would like to thank the community for their help with our
service project of collecting pop-tabs from aluminum cans. We were able to collect over
100 pounds of pop-tabs that will be given to the Ronald McDonald House. Our club won an
award at our recent State Convention for collecting the most pop-tabs from all the clubs that
participated in Colorado. Please keep saving them for next year’s project. If you have any
questions, please call Lance Grothe or Kristy Funk at 303-644-4600.

FOR RENT

Newer RV with 2 slide-outs and space with
full hookups and trash removal. Limit 2
people. $1,200/month; income verifica-
tion required. (303)822-5564. 5/21

Male seeking male roommate, 12 miles south
of Byers. Will have own bedroom, bath-
room, living room; shared kitchen and
laundry. Available June 1. $900/month,
utilities included. (303)916-0332. 5/21

Strasburg. Clean 2-bedroom, 1-bath apart-
ment in quiet, well-maintained building.
Off-street parking, on-site laundry. Small
pets considered. (303)507-2945. 5/28¢

OFFICE FOR RENT
Approximately 400 sq. ft. Office with
reception/2nd office in front. Approximately
1850 sq. ft. warehouse with overhead door. 1 Bathroom.
Yard space available. Nice! Located in commercial
office/warchouse building in Strasburg,

303-361-9100 x 21
SERVICES

Chunky’s Towing
We buy junk cars

and trucks!

720-560-6763
Se Habla Espaiiol

FARM & RANCH

Cirele DL Raneh LLC

@ Top quality hay. Variety of types,

sizes, prices. Barn stored.
DAN & LORETTA BOSWELL

Delivery available.
Bar Doubled Y

(303) 263-4328
BYERS, CO
Hay For Sale
* Alfalfa « Alfalfa/Grass « Cow Hay
Michelle Keenan (970)270-2035

Boer-influence goats and hair sheep male
and female (some exposed). Available.
Will also buy Boers and hair sheep. Bijou
Creek Hay, (303)822-5564. 6/11

Free, free, free. Pick up of autos, farm
equipment, batteries, all nonferrous met-
al types. Also available for a minimal fee,
pick up of appliances, TVs, piles, etc. Call
Blaine today at (303)819-7659. 5/14c¢

BOATSY&IRVs}

Ford E-450 RV motor home, Conquest by
Gulf Stream. Heavy-duty, excellent con-
dition, 8,400 miles. (720)982-2249. 7/23

2007 Ford E-250 white work van. Runs great. :

$4,000 OBO. (720)581-1329. 6/4

For Sale: Towed Vehicle
¢ 1973 Red Chevrolet Truck;

VIN: 3V168756
Call Becky, 303-489-4746

PHOTOS

. from The I-70 Scout & Eastern
Colorado News are available
for purchase in color or black
and white. 4x6 $6; 5x7 $8;
8142x11 $12. (303)622-9796

%\\ERS Iy,

S

)

2GR0
Apply in person at: 2300 Cavanaugh Rd., Watkins, CO 80137
www.diversifiedunderground.com

to move into a different position.
Paid Weekly with PTO accruing from Day 1.

f& No Experience required, just have a valid CO Driver’s license
I We Pay for you to get your Class A CDL if you want
A\ Please call Josh at (720)690-3817

Hiring Automotive Technicians

¢ $25 per hour, with clean MVR.

« Installation, repair and service of industrial automotive
equipment, including car lifts, tire balancers, air compressors, etc.

«  Mechanically inclined or automotive experience is a plus.

«  Experience not required, willing to train.

«  Must be able to lift at least 75 Ibs.

*  Mon-Fri, with occasional weekends, located in Parker, CO.

«  Please send resume to or contact us at:

mdseekings@gmail.com

DSSALES .
AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT SALES & SERVICE

THE DEER TRAIL SCHOOL

IS LOOKING TO FILL THE
FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

For 2025-26:

* Elementary Teachers
* Substitute Teachers
* Substitute Cafeteria

Workers
CoAcHING PosiTioNS:
* HS Asst. Volleyball
* MS Head Volleyball
* MS Asst. Volleyball
* Asst. HS Football

PLEASE FILL OUT AN ONLINE
APPLICATION AT WEBSITE

WWW.DT26J.COM.
QUESTIONS? PLEASE CALL

HAYLEY WHITEHEAD
303-769-4421.

TERRAGENESIS

L

Based out of Limon, we are a
residuals management company
that is expanding our operations
and looking for qualified team
members.

NOW HIRING:

Full time, CDL Class A drivers.
(Pay DOE) $27-$30/hour
Equipment Operators/Laborers.
Pay DOE ($22-$28/hour)
Mechanical aptitude a plus.
For application, stop by office at
1114 Main St., Limon.

Call 719-740-1145 for more info.
We offer full range of benefits
including PTO, Group Health
Insurance, and 401k.

PRAIRIE CREEKS LIVING CENTER

Assisted Living
Accepting applications for
PT Cooks
* 6 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. *
3-8 p.m. -

Apply in-person at
56175 Sunset Ave., Strasburg.
Background check required.

East Central BOCES seeks an early childhood
special education teacher and Child Find
coordinator 1 day/week for the 2025-
2026 school year. Duties include com-
plete assessment and providing direct
and indirect services with preschool chil-
dren in rural school settings. Requires a
master’s degree in early childhood special
education. Can be hired with a bache-
lor’s degree in a related field if willing to
enter into a master’s degree program in
early childhood special education upon
hire. Salary range: BA $9,214-$10,474;
MA $10,264-$11,524 dependent upon
experience. Flexible scheduling with the
opportunity to complete some work from
home; mileage reimbursement; may be
eligible for loan forgiveness; financial
support may be available through grants
if required to enroll in a master’s de-
gree program. To apply for this position,
please visit our website ecboces.org and
click on the “Jobs” page, click on the job
you are interested in and then click on the
green button “Apply Online” located at
the bottom of the job listing. Questions,
contact Tracy at (719)775-2342, ext. 101.
EOE. 5/21
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Small, reputable family-owned Napa Auto Care
in Hugo seeking reliable automotive tech-
nician/mechanic. Monday-Friday; hourly
pay up to $25/hour depending on experi-
ence. Call (719)743-2180. 5/21

Foreman/Heavy Equip. Operator Needed
» Competitive wages.
« Company vehicle.
Contact Bill, Kuhn Construction
(303)570-6104

Wednesday, May 14, 2025

Competency Docket launched in 17th Judicial District

BRIGHTON — The 17th Judicial
District has launched a Competency
Docket and Competency Diversion
Program addressing the growing
number of criminal defendants need-
ing competency restoration services.

The innovative docket integrates
key provisions of House Bill 24-1355,
“Concerning Reducing the Compe-
tency Waitlist, and, In Connection
Therewith, Creating A Wraparound
Care Program and Making and Re-

UPCOMING AUCTION!

Check our wehsite for-
May 31 Public Consignment Auction
Live, On-Site in Byers

== LINNEBUR | 303-822-9298

lmneburauctlons@hotmall com
Uisit www.linneburauctions.com for

== AUCTIONS

details, information & pics!!

AUGUST
1-10,

WWW.STRASBURGPARKS.ORG/HTD/

"We Do Ag Loans the Best,
but We Can Do All the Rest!"|&

1076 S 1st St, Bennett CO 80102

(303) 644-5100
www.fnb.com

ducing an Appropriation” and intro-
duces a new competency diversion
program for eligible participants. The
bill establishes a structured referral
process for defendants who are likely
to be found incompetent to proceed
in court. Unlike traditional diversion
programs, the bill redirects individ-
uals into the Bridges Wraparound
Care Program with mandated court
reviews and data collection.

The Competency Court officially be-
gan operations April 8 and current-
ly serves defendants in Adams and
Broomfield counties. The court meets
twice a month and focuses on accel-
erating access to appropriate services
while reducing the burden on the
state’s limited inpatient resources.
Chief Judge Kyle Seedorf will oversee
the Competency Diversion and Com-
petency Docket in Adams County, and
Judge Amanda Dewick will oversee
Broomfield County.

In Colorado, when a defendant is
found incompetent to proceed, their
case is paused until they are restored
to competency. Competency resto-
ration can occur through inpatient
treatment at the state hospital or out-
patient services if the individual is not
in custody. Due to high demand and
limited capacity, in-custody defen-
dants often face extended wait times,
sometimes up to a year or more, for

Polis appoints new judge
for 17th Judicial District

DENVER — Gov. Jared Polis
May 7 appointed Michal A. Lord-
Blegen to the 17th Judicial District
Court effective June 7.

Lord-Blegen has been a magis-
trate in the 17th Judicial District
since 2020. Her docket consists
of juvenile matters. Previously,
she served with the 2nd Judicial
District (2016-20); Wohl Stetler
Lord-Blegen, PLLC (2012-16);
Michal Lord-Blegen (2010-12);
and Mitch Baker (2010-11).

Lord-Blegen earned her bache-
lor’s degree from Hood College in
Frederick, Md., in 1990, and her
juris doctorate from the Universi-
ty of Denver Sturm College of Law
in 2009.

The appointment fills the vacan-
cy occasioned by the retirement of
the Honorable Rayna Gokli.

inpatient care.

The Competency Court will assess
each case individually to determine
the most suitable path forward: Com-
petency Diversion under House Bill
24-1355, outpatient restoration, or
inpatient services as needed.

FNB Bank

A State Chartered Bank — Member FDIC

Biker errors rise with speed, distraction

GOLDEN — Distracted driving is a
dangerous and preventable behavior
for all drivers.

According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, every day in the United
States, nine people die, and more than
1,000 people are injured in crashes
caused by distracted drivers. For mo-
torcyclists in Colorado, distraction
was the third most common causal
factor for crashes in 2024.

“Motorcycle riders know they are
vulnerable from other motorists who
fail to check their blind spots or drive
distracted, but sometimes riders fail
to recognize how their speed and inat-
tention can create an equally danger-
ous situation,” said Col. Matthew C.
Packard, Colorado State Patrol chief.
“Being alert and driving defensively is
a part of the ride.”

A distracted rider is like a distract-

ed driver. Neither operator can ade-
quately drive their vehicle or adjust to
changing traffic conditions. Distrac-
tion degrades lane-keeping ability,
speed control, reaction time, situa-
tional awareness, and visual scanning.

When looking at 2024 citation
data from the Colorado State Patrol,
troopers issued 310 citations to mo-
torcyclists for improper, reckless or
careless driving, which includes dis-
traction — a 5% jump over 2023. The
top month was June, followed by Au-
gust. Warm weather and clear condi-
tions are peak times to ride.

In addition, the Colorado State Pa-
trol ranked the most common roads
for motorcycle crashes in 2024. The
top location was I-25, followed by
U.S. Highway 24, and then I-70. The
most common day of the week was
Saturday from 2-4 p.m.

“Those few seconds looking at your
navigation system or removing a
hand from the wheel to do something
on your phone may seem innocent
at first, but these actions can lead to
an error,” Packard said. “This agency
alone investigated 535 at-fault motor-
cycle crashes last year. We need our
riders to drive the posted speed limit
and stay focused.”

Multiple agencies sign up

for senior resources fair

BYERS — Seniors ages 60 and up
who need services might consider
attending the East Arapahoe Senior
Resource Fair from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m., Monday, May 19, at May Farms
in Byers.

Resources are available to the ru-
ral I-70 Corridor senior community.
Organizations scheduled to attend
include Meals on Wheels, Arapahoe
Public Health, Benefits in Action, and
Developmental Pathways.

Family and caregivers are encour-
aged to attend as well.

For more information, call Janet
Maupin at (303)880-1324 or Pattie
Lindsay at (303)886-0771.



Wednesday, May 14, 2025

ARTs & ENTERTAINMENT

The |-70 Scout * 15

THE No1-So DustyYy PAGES

20 YEARS AGO
MAY 17, 2005

indicated a little bit of nervousness with the amount of ~
people in the room and how close they are being seated

Two suspects have been identified in the Byers burglar- to them,”

ies that took place May 7 and 8.

Currently, court convenes the fourth Wednesday of

The two suspects will be charged with stealing nearly each month. When a second court date might be imple- i

$6,000 worth of merchandise and property from the Sin-

clair Station on Highway 36 and Quint Valley Golf Club.
Both suspects are 17-year-old males. Because they are

juveniles, names and photos will not be released, Sheriff

Grayson Robinson said.

The two are suspected of being responsible for more
than $13,000 in damages at the Quint Valley Golf Club 10 YEARS AGO
and $700 at the Sinclair Station. The suspects gained MAY 19, 2015

entry at both places by breaking through a door or glass

windows.

Dave Gordley, one of the golf course’s managers, said

theft sometime this week.

15 YEARS AGO
MAY 18, 2010

BENNETT — Bennett Municipal Court activity has in-
creased significantly over the first quarter of 2010 and a
second monthly court date is being pondered by town of-

ficials.

“The [town hall] is filling to capacity,” said town admin-
istrator Stuart McArthur during a May 11 board of trust-
ees meeting. “For example, we had 38 people in Febru-

ed.”

According to IREA records, outages lasted from around 4
three hours in some areas.

The combination of flooding and windblown wet snow led 9 1

mented is not yet know.
McArthur added that court fees and fines to the town
so far this tear have totaled approximately $10,000. 7 6
“The good news is there we've had lots of cases. The
bad news is we’ve had lots of cases,” McArthur quipped.

The second-week-of-May spring storm that inundated the
I-70 corridor with 5-plus inches of moisture, including be-
v , ) tween 3-5 inches of snow overnight May 9-10, wreaked hav-
there was severe damage to the nterior and exterior Of oc for the area’s primary power provider and its customers.
the clubhouse. Robinson said the two used some device
to destroy several golf carts on the property. They will
also be charged with criminal damages in addition to

Starting around 9 p.m. Saturday, Intermountain REA
crews were fighting the elements to restore power that was
lost by a large portion of the I-70 Corridor.

“We had outages from Deer Trail to Bennett,” said IREA
Strasburg branch manager Mike LeClair. “It was kind of all 5
through the territory. We had over 2,000 customers affect-

to the loss of power.

ary, 29 in March, and 27 in April. The court judge(s) have said.

“There was the pole on Highway 36 near May Farms that
we had to cut the line open on because of the threat of it
going over because of the water load pushing on it,” LeClair

s e
while supplies Idst|No

e 10 Call 'tbdé\; and receive a
FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFE%STEP

WALK-IN TUuB

Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous purchase. Offer
cash value. Nlust present offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

1-855-576-5653

walk-in tub ffer available

915]2

918

© StatePoint Media

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

SOLUTION ON PAGE 12

TobpAy IN HisTORY

Today is Wednesday, May 14,
the 134th day of 2025. There are

231 days left in the year.

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT

On May 14, 1804, the Lewis
and Clark expedition, organized
to explore the Louisiana Terri-
tory as well as the Pacific North-
west, began its journey near

present-day Hartford, Illinois.

ON THIS DATE

In 1607, Jamestown, the first
permanent English settlement
in North America, was estab-
lished by members of the Vir-
ginia Company.

In 1796, English physician Ed-
ward Jenner successfully inocu-

lated 8-year-old James Phipps
against smallpox by using cow-
pox matter. (Smallpox would be
declared the first fully eradicated
human disease in 1980.)

In 1948, the independent state
of Israel was proclaimed in Tel
Aviv by David Ben-Gurion, who
became its first prime minister.

In 1955, representatives from
eight Communist bloc coun-

tries, including the Soviet Union,
signed the Warsaw Pact in Po-
land. (The pact was dissolved in
1991.)

In 1961, Freedom Rider civil
rights activists were attacked by
violent mobs in Anniston and Bir-
mingham, Alabama.

In 1973, NASA launched Sky-
lab, the first American space sta-

tion, from Kennedy Space Center
in Florida.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS

Baseball Hall of Famer Tony Pérez
is 83. Filmmaker Robert Zemeckis is
74. Musician David Byrne is 73. Ac-
tor Tim Roth is 64. Meta CEO Mark
Zuckerberg is 41. Former NFL tight
end Rob Gronkowski is 36.

— Associated Press

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: THE 1950s

ACROSS

1. Deals a death blow

5. Large edible mushroom
8. Food safety agency, acr.
11. Auditioner’s hope

12. Closing act

13. *Julius and Ethel Rosenberg,
supposedly

15. Corset rod

16. Therefore

17. *’Lord of the Flies” shell
18. *Ed of TV

20. Sty sound

21. Pillow filler

22. Gastrointestinal tract
23. *Pooch on a 1950s skirt
26. Most cautious

30. Go wrong

31. Camels’ relatives

34. Lake north of Cleveland
35. Wide open

37. Kind of conifer

38. Spectrum maker

39. Better than never

40. Portable stairs

42. Headdress

43. Tennis shoe

45. Triage nurse’s measurements
47. Old horse

48. Film director Sergio

50. Band’s work-related trip
52. *Slicked men’s hairstyle
55. Does like a hot dog

56. Rod for a hot rod

57. Winter forecast

59. Be

60. Measurement, abbr.

61. Uz guitarist

62. *Clearasil target

63. Ballpark fig.

64. Wine choice

DOWN

1. Roman goddess of fertility

2. *Domino’s nickname

3. German Mrs.

4. Coiffed

5. Turn pumpkin into Jack-o-Lantern
6. “Pomp and Circumstance” com-
poser

7. Low-ranking worker

8. Certain Scandinavian

9. 52 cards

10. Fireplace mess

12. Beer mug

13. Use elbow grease

14. *First Black nominee of Oscar for

CROSSWORD

HoRroscoPE

Off First Month
of New Service!

caLL consumerceluiar 888-804-0913

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call 888-804-0913

© StatePoint Media

Best Actor

19. City in Northern France

22. Neon or radon, e.g.

23. Church bell sounds

24. Liturgy instrument

25. Speak like Pericles

26. *June Cleaver’s husband

27. “Fear of Flying” author Jong
28. Type of rugf1

29. Christmas help, pl.

32. Way, way off

33. “__-Century Modern

36. *Charles Schulz creation

38. Newspapers and such

40. Chicken order

41. Calls forth

44. Eroded limestone landscape
46. Movie trailer, e.g.

48. Lumen per square meter, pl.
49. “Bravo! Bravo!”, e.g.

50. Yellow ride

51. The Fonz: “Sit ________ ”

52. Female equivalent of sir

53. ___-European language

54. Fireplace fodder

55. “Candy in dispenser

58. Itsy-bitsy

ANSWERS ON PAGE 10

The Arc of Emotion

With moods and swing sets, you can’t
widen the range without widening it both
ways. Today’s passionate lunar trine is a
reminder: You can’t soar forward without
first feeling the stomach drop of the back-
ward pull. Accept the high-low reality
and then consider giving up any struggle
or resistance to the backward rush. Why
dread what is only setting you up to soar
smile-first into the sky?

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). When people
are afraid to speak up, the silence leads
to flawed outcomes, because valuable
insight is being suppressed. Today’s en-
vironment is hierarchical and full of un-
spoken rules. It will take courage, but talk
anyway.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). The truth is
you are intense. You are funny. You are
busy. You'll feel most at home with people
who are serious like you are. If they don’t
bring wit, clarity or fire, they don’t get to
sit in your front row.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You won’t get
special treatment today, but just remem-
ber: Those who receive better treatment
and premium opportunities may excel in
the short term, but the long game is any-
one’s to win. Strength, cleverness, skill,
strategy — these are all things developed
in adversity.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Don’t let anxiety
make your choices for you. With your
nervous system pushing you to your “saf-
est” option, pause to ask something high-
er than the fear whether an option would
be right for you if you had no fear.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Gratitude rush-
es in for your full and complex life. You
give care, you create, handle logistics,
celebrate and yes, you grieve, too. You've
loved deeply and known all sides of that
love, including the bliss and the pain of
loss.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Your social
talents move the action today. You've a
keen instinct for connecting people who

will benefit from knowing one another.
The vibes where you are make people feel
comfortable and like you really care, and
you do.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Tell people
what you’re up to. It’s unfinished, but you
can show enough to stay in the conversa-
tion. Hold your spot so that when you’re
ready for the big reveal, you won’t be build-
ing interest from ground zero.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Every chal-
lenge is a teacher. There are people you
keep trying with, even though you know
they will be difficult. Handling them sharp-
ens your skill and builds your confidence.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-lan. 19). Get orga-
nized. You'll soon take your talents and
goods to more people, and you may need
to travel for this, or at least be lighter on
your feet, ready to adapt to many different
kinds of situations.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). There’s a
way to save your energy and money now.
Things have shifted, and you will shift, too.
You’ll realize there’s something you can
take on yourself instead of paying for. New
tools and tech will help with this.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Today’s theme
centers on the flow of material items in and
out of your life. You're not interested in ex-
cess and have no desire to waste resources.
However, such things may happen along
the way to an ambitious goal.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Your strongest
bonds won’t be built on shared interests
but on shared rhythm. You may not have
the same taste or passions, but you have a
similar way of moving through the world
— easy does it.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (May. 14). This year
brings more lightness and freedom than
you've had in ages. You'll leave behind
something weighty — an identity, a dynam-
ic, a debt -- and feel 20 pounds lighter in ev-
ery way. More highlights: You'll raise your
rates, name your worth and be met with a
yes. You'll also shine on camera, start a new
tradition and receive a destiny-shifting in-
vitation. Aries and Gemini adore you. Your
lucky numbers are: 1, 22, 10, 37 and 9.

— Horoscopes by Holiday
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Left photo, seniors Chase Long, Shadra Mikita and Andrew Mohatt attend the May 8 Byers School Board meeting as student representatives. Right, members of the Byers High School Health Certification
class — Meadow Robinson, left, Maci Olsen, Addison Anderson and Adriane Dillingham — pose with teacher Tiffeny O'Dell at the meeting.

BYERS BOE FROM PAGE 1

couldn’t get new ones, and we need-
ed to upgrade the system. And the
upgrades just kept going by the way-
side.”

Turell added that each area will have
its own server/amplifier tied into the
intercom system. The $69,993 price
tag will be a one-time expenditure
from the general fund.

The board approved the prelimi-
nary 2025-26 budget that includes a
1.5% staff salary increase. Business
manager Stacy Sondburg noted that
the district’s cost for insurance will
increase by 3%.

Turrell said that health insurance
costs are increasing across the board
but the Byers program is holding the
line well.

“I've heard from superintendents
across the East Central BOCES, and
pretty much everybody is looking at
a 16% increase, with the exception of
ourselves and Bennett,” he said. “We
and Bennett have the same broker
and have a different insurance model,
and it seems to be something that is
manageable and has been affordable,
not only for us as employers, but for
the staff who utilize it and use it, it’s
very little out of pocket, so it’s been
very good.”

Staff and student handbooks were
approved with a few changes after
discussion, including clarification on
how tardies are recorded in the ele-
mentary, whether parents are notified
mid-term when a student is getting a
D or F in a class, and how the dress
code is enforced in the secondary.

The lengthiest discussion concerned
cell phone use at school, in which di-
rectors expressed various opinions,
from a total ban on cell phones, to
the importance of having them on
hand for emergencies. When discus-
sion concluded, however, the hand-

THE PATH
TO
STARTS
HERE

ACADEMY

Apply now and join us for Kinder
Camp on July 31 for incoming
students!

SkyRanchAcademy.com

book section on cell phones was not
changed.

That policy states that no cell
phones are allowed at the elementary
level, junior high students must keep
them in their lockers, including at
breakfast and lunch, and high school
students can carry phones but must
follow individual teachers’ cell phone
policies in their classrooms.

Secondary principal Kelly Boren
said he made the decision to keep
cell phones out of the hands of junior
high schoolers unilaterally after staff
input.

“It’s about maturity,” he said. “Cell
phones cause a lot of issues. Most of
my discipline involves junior high
school kids and freshmen, and it’s
mostly over cell phones and involve
meanness and bullying. I don’t even
want junior high students checking
those phones during passing period.”

Turrell added that widespread cell
phone use during a major emergency
will only make the situation worse.

“We don’t allow cell phones during
a lockdown because they will blow
up the communication stream when
I need to be talking to first respond-
ers,” he said. “And if every kid in ev-
ery class all of a sudden sends out a
phone call or a text to mom and dad,
all of those lines crash.”

He added that the school’s respon-
sibility is to the students, and that
parents need to trust that.

“This is going to sound bad, they’re
going to have to remember that our
number one job is to protect the kids,
not to make the parents feel better at
home,” he said.

Student representatives to the board
meeting were asked their thoughts
about a cell phone policy that restricts
phones in junior high and allows use
with discretion in high school.

Senior Shadra Mikita said that hav-
ing a cell phone is a privilege given to
high schoolers.

“You're growing up and your peers
and your teachers are respecting you
and trusting you to know when you
can or can’t be on your phone,” she
said. “When I was younger, I looked
forward to this time. It’s just one
of those privileges you get, and you
know not to take advantage of it.”

She added that junior high school
students should realize that they’ll get
more freedom later but “they need to
learn and be able to focus now.”

Senior Chase Long said that being
in high school gave him perspective.

“And I think as I've gotten older,
I've understood that when I come to
school I have a job to do, and so does
the teacher. If I expect the teacher to
do their job, they have to expect the
same from me. If they don’t want me
to have my phone out, then I should
probably trust them, because I know
they always want the best for me. I
should want the best for them and not
make their job hard every time I go in
their classroom.”

Senior Andrew Mohatt noted that
cell phones are essential in some sit-
uations.

“If cell phones are eliminated from
junior high, you have to make accom-
modations for kids that are diabetic
that need their cell phones to check
their blood sugar and stuff,” he said.

Students with special needs are
given accommodations. Boren em-
phasized that students who need to
get in touch with a parent during the
school day are always given access to
a phone in a private area of the office,
and parents can get messages to their
children by calling the office.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the third reading of an updat-

ed policy on district-owned teacher
housing, with one change. The policy
was updated to gradually raise rent
simultaneously with salary increas-
es over the renters’ years of employ-
ment, which raised concern among
long-term residents. The board heard
the concerns and added language in
the policy to allow case-by-base dis-
cretion at year 12.

The board approved a quote from
Colorado Greenhouse Builders out
of Kiowa for a cedar framed green-
house to enhance agriculture and
science hands-on learning experienc-
es. Grants are being sought to cover
some of the $123,450 price tag. This
company is going to build the plant-
er boxes for free. The greenhouse will
be located south of the main building
and west of the walking path. The lo-
cation is accessible to water, gas and
electricity.

The board heard a presentation
by four students in Tiffeny O’Dell’s
Health Sciences class who recently
earned health care certifications and
a head start toward their anticipated
careers.

Students in the class could earn
three certifications: Patient Care
Technician (PCT), EKG technician
and phlebotomy.

The students, Meadow Robinson,
Maci Olsen, Addison Anderson and
Adriane Dillingham, each told the
board what the class meant to them
and what their next career steps will
be.

O’Dell was beaming with pride for
her students.

“We have a 100% pass rate; every
one of these girls passed their PCT
test, which is unheard of,” she said,
adding that their scores were higher
than the national average. “They blew
it out of the water.”
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