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’Burg middle school personnel suspended

STRASBURG — Hemphill Middle 
School is without their top admin-
istrators and two coaches after the 
Strasburg School District put them 

on paid leave last week pending an 
investigation into an alleged incident 
between students.

“Upon becoming aware of a situa-
tion that warrants further investiga-
WLRQ�� ZH� KDYH� SODFHG� WKH� VWD̆�PHP-
bers involved on administrative leave 

in accordance with district policy,” 
VDLG� ¿UVW�\HDU� 6WUDVEXUJ� 6XSHULQWHQ-
dent Kelle Bongard in an April 11 let-
ter to school district families. “This 
necessary step allows us to conduct a 
thorough and fair investigation while 
maintaining a safe and supportive en-

vironment for all.”
Earlier that afternoon, Bongard, 

KHU�VXSSRUW�VWD̆��DQG�$GDPV�&RXQW\�
6KHUL̆¶V�GHSXWLHV�HVFRUWHG�IRXU�RI�WKH�
¿YH� VWD̆�PHPEHUV� R̆� FDPSXV�ZKLOH
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Sky’s the limit. Spaceport chief touts CASP’s potential

DENVER (AP) — People in Colorado will soon 
have to pass a background check and complete a 
state-sanctioned safety course to buy most semi-
automatic guns with detachable magazines under 
a bill signed into law by Democratic Gov. Jared 

Polis April 10.
Colorado, which has seen some 

RI� WKH� FRXQWU\¶V� ZRUVW� PDVV�
shootings — including the 2022 
killings at the LGBTQ+ nightspot 
Club Q in Colorado Springs and 
the 1999 Columbine High School 
massacre — joins nearly a dozen 
other states in requiring some 
level of safety training or an exam 

WR�SXUFKDVH�D�¿UHDUP�
One of the most restrictive gun control measures 

to be passed in the state as part of a long-running 
Democratic campaign to curtail gun violence, the 
ODZ�WDNHV�IXOO�H̆HFW�LQ�$XJXVW������
³:H�FDQ¶W�D̆RUG�QRW�WR�GR�DOO�ZH�FDQ�WR�FKDQJH�

the continuing impact of gun violence,” said bill 
sponsor and state Sen. Tom Sullivan, whose son, 
Alex, was killed in a 2013 shooting at a theater

SEE GUN LAW
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Gun background checks

signed into law by Polis
by Jesse Bedayn

 Associated Press

Polis

by Steven Vetter

 Managing Editor

ISAAC MANAUGH/The I-70 Scout STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Children participate in Easter egg hunts in Strasburg April 12. Left photo, Owen Bloom looks through his eggs for prizes at Lyons Park. 

Right, Adalee Johnson reaches for an egg in a tree at Mountain View Fellowship.

WATKINS — In addition to 
ERDVWLQJ� WKH� WDOOHVW�DLU� WUḊF�
control tower in the U.S. for 
the past two decades, the I-70 
&RUULGRU¶V� FRQWULEXWRU� WR� WKH�
aviation and aeronautics in-
dustries is planning for big-
ger and better things in the 
future.

After starting as a small 
plane and cargo airport in 
1984 northeast of Watkins, 
Front Range Airport (FTG) 
formally converted to Colo-
rado Air & Space Port (CASP) 
in 2018. CASP was the 11th 
commercial aerospace site 
approved by the Federal Avi-
ation Administration (FAA).
$IWHU� VSHQGLQJ� LWV� ¿UVW� ���

years as a general aviation 
facility with hangar facilities, 
fueling stations, and other 
customer services that grew 
WR�����VLWH�EDVHG�DLUFUDIW�DQG�
��������RSHUDWLRQV�ODVW�\HDU��

the past seven years has seen 
CASP expand to an FAA-li-
censed Horizontal Launch 
Spaceport, particularly the 
development of Concept X 
dual-propulsion vehicles.

“Colorado is the second 
per-capita state for aerospace 
— 180 companies, 2,000 
workers in the state — and we 
are a part of that,” said CASP 
'LUHFWRU� -H̆� .ORVND� GXULQJ�
the I-70 Corridor Chamber of 
&RPPHUFH¶V� PRQWKO\� PHHW-
ing March 19 at May Farms. 
“We are able to handle 24-
hour operations and we are 
among the backups for other 
(similar) bases.”

According to the Colorado 
Aviation Economic Impact 
Study for 2023, CASP gen-
erated $213 million in total 
business revenues, support-
ed over 1,000 jobs and con-
tributed $130.4 million to-
ZDUG¶V� WKH� VWDWH¶V� HFRQRP\��
According to Kloska, $187.1 
PLOOLRQ� RI� &$63¶V� UHYHQXHV�

two years ago stemmed from 
on-airport activities, includ-
ing aerospace manufacturing, 
ÀLJKW� WUDLQLQJ��DLUFUDIW�PDLQ-
tenance, and corporate travel. 
Visitor spending added an-
RWKHU�������PLOOLRQ�
.ORVND� VDLG� H̆RUWV� WR� H[-

SDQG�&$63¶V� LPSDFW� WR� ORFDO��
state, U.S. and international 
aerospace economies is on-
going, including facility and 
utility studies planned over 
the next year to 18 months.

As aerospace travel be-
comes more advanced, CASP 
is expected to keep pace but, 
WR� GR� VR�� PRGL¿FDWLRQV� ZLOO�
likely be required.

“No other vehicles allowed 
unless we get an amended 
(FAA) license,” said Kloska, 
referring to the fact that Con-
cept X dual propulsion is the 
only space travel vehicle cur-
rently allowed on site. “But 
ZH�NQRZ�LW¶V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�DGG
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Jeff  Kloska, director of  Colorado Air & Space Port at Watkins, addresses the I-70 

Corridor Chamber of  Commerce March 19.

by Steven Vetter

 Managing Editor
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Bennett Performing Arts Club
seeks contributions of shoes

BENNETT — The Bennett Perform-
ing Arts Booster Club is accepting 
donations gently worn, used and new 
shoes.

Collection boxes will be located 
at Bennett High School, outside the 
front office and by the Performing 
Arts classrooms.

The booster club will accept shoes 
of all styles and sizes until Thursday, 
May 1.

The shoes must not be torn. Donat-
ed shoes go to those in need, not to 
landfills.

For more information, visit www.
bennettpabc.com or contact Shannon 
Booth at booth3333@gmail.com or 
text to (702)806-8906.

April 24 presentation slated
to compare old, new ’Burg

STRASBURG — The Comanche 
Crossing Historical Society & Muse-
um in Strasburg will host “All New 
Strasburg: Then and Now” from 6:30-
8 p.m., Thursday, April 24, at the TBK 
Bank Community Room.

The presentation by Museum Cu-
rator Cliff Smith will feature photo-
graphs and stories about the history 
of Strasburg in a “Then and Now” for-
mat. New items have been added as 
well as stories to accompany the pho-
tographs.

Doors open at 6 p.m. for light snacks 
and conversations.

A free will offering will be accepted 
to benefit the mission of the historical 
society.

For more information, call 
(303)622-4322.

TBK Bank is located at 56641 E. 
Colfax Ave., Strasburg.

Bennett blood drive planned
by student health care group

DENVER —Health Occupations 
Students of America (HOSA) will 
sponsor a blood drive from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Thursday, May 8, at the Bennett 
High School auditorium.

Donors should bring a photo ID, 
their blood donor card, or two other 
forms of identification.

They can also save up to 15 minutes 

by using RapidPass. For more infor-
mation, visit RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass.

For an appointment, call 1-800-
733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
and use sponsor code: BennettCO. 
5/2

Businesses owned by vets
key to Arapahoe Co. event

LITTLETON — Arapahoe County 
Veterans Services will host an entre-
preneurial education and training day 
for parties who wish to start or grow a 
veteran-owned business.

The Small Business Administration 
Boots to Business Reboot runs from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday, April 18, at 
CentrePoint Plaza, 14980 E. Alameda 
Drive, Aurora.

Boots to Business Reboot provides 
an overview of entrepreneurship 
and applicable business ownership 
fundamentals. Veterans of all eras, 
active-duty service members, and 
spouses are eligible to participate.

For more information, call (719)310-
7262 or e-mail to  CHundley@mtcar-
melcenter.org.

Ancient rock paintings topic
of free presentation by MCC

BENNETT — Morgan Community 

College will offer a free lecture, en-
titled “Back in Time in Bennett,” on 
ancient history and the significance of 
rock painting in America and Central 
America from 7-8:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
April 29, in the community room at 
Bennett Town Hall.

After the presentation by Dr. Mar-
lon Escamilla, who has a doctorate’s 
degree in archeology with a master’s 
in cultural anthropology, participants 
can tell their own stories by crafting a 
unique cave painting.

The evening will end by celebrating 
early man’s discovery of fire — with 
s’mores.

Watkins firm earns $809K
during fiscal 2nd quarter

WATKINS — Pure Cycle Corp. 
(PCYO) on April 9 reported net in-
come of $809,000 in its fiscal second 
quarter.

The Watkins-based company said it 
had net income of 3 cents per share.

The water and wastewater services 
company posted revenue of $4 mil-
lion in the period. 1x

Bennett Health Day intended
to connect public, providers

BENNETT — The town of Bennett, 
UCHealth, and the Adams and Arapa-

hoe county health departments plan a 
day centered on health.

Bennett Health Day will run from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday, May 3, at the 
Bennett Community Center, 1100 E. 
Colfax Ave.

Residents can take part in free 
health screenings and receive edu-
cational resources. The event is de-
signed to help the public connect with 
local health providers and prioritize 
their well-being.

Bennett Watkins Lions slate
golden anniversary occasion

BENNETT — The Bennett Watkins 
Lions Club will celebrate its 50th an-
niversary with an open house from 
1-3 p.m., Sunday, April 27, at the Ben-
nett Community Center.

The event will highlight the club’s 
50 years of service to Bennett, Wat-
kins, Strasburg, Byers, Deer Trail and 
Agate. Visitors can learn about the Li-
ons Camp in Woodland Park, observe 
how donated glasses are sorted and 
screened, use the Kidsight camera, 
view Peace Poster contest artworks, 
and look through pictures from pre-
vious years.

Refreshments will be served.

Hazard Mitigation Plan: Input
wanted for Arapahoe update

CENTENNIAL — Arapahoe County 
is updating its Hazard Mitigation Plan 
and is asking residents and stake-
holders to provide feedback through a 
short survey.

The plan analyzes the county’s 
vulnerabilities to natural and hu-
man-caused hazards and identifies 
mitigation actions to take to mini-
mize property damage and reduce the 
loss of life by lessening the impacts of 
disasters. The document is updated 
every five years in accordance with 
the federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 
2000.

The deadline to complete the survey 
by Sunday, April 20.

For more information and a link 
to the survey, visit www.arapahoeco.
gov.

The update is occurring in cooper-
ation with Arapahoe County’s cities 
and towns, Denver Water, and South 
Metro Fire.

ArapCo seeks input on wireless facility regs
LITTLETON — Arapahoe County 

is seeking public feedback on pro-
posed changes regulating wireless 
communication facilities within its 
unincorporated areas to its Land 
Development Code.

The proposed amendments will 
rename the Commercial Mobile Ra-
dio Service regulations to a more 
modern title, Wireless Communi-
cation Facilities (WCF). They are 
designed to meet Federal Commu-
nications Commission regulations, 
which include:

• incorporating potential techno-
logical advances across all types 
of wireless communications, in-
cluding Commercial Mobile Ra-
dio Service;

• delineating criteria for “eligible 
facilities;” and

• promoting the collaborative use 
of both new and existing WCF 
Locations.

The draft code outlines a struc-
tured administrative process and 
establishes standards for the loca-
tion, design, maintenance and re-
moval of wireless communication 
facilities. It also emphasizes that 
the applicant must demonstrate 
that other sites are not feasible for 
new towers.

Once public comment ends, the 
proposed amendments could be 
revised based on feedback. Public 
hearings before the Planning Com-
mission and the Board of County 
Commissioners will occur later this 
year.

To comment, visit www.arapa-
hoeco.gov by Wednesday, April 30.

Community Corral
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‘Passion of Christ’ viewings
slated for Strasburg location

STRASBURG — In the spirit of Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday, Holy Spirit 
Livin’ …On the Corridor will host two 
free viewings of “The Passion of the 
Christ.”

Presentations of the Mel Gibson 
film depicting the final hours of Jesus 
Christ will start at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m., 
Saturday, April 19, at the Holy Spirit 
Livin’ office, 1506 Main St., Strasburg. 
Doors open 30 minutes prior to each 
showing. Seating is limited.

Communion will be offered at the 
end of the movie.

For more information, call 
(303)622-4648.

Easter Egg Hunt scheduled
at DT Jockey Club grounds

DEER TRAIL — The town of Deer 
Trail and the Deer Trail Rodeo Jock-
eyettes plan an Easter Egg Hunt at 9 
a.m., Saturday, April 19, at the Jockey 
Club grounds.

The event is open to all kids with 
hunting sections based on ages 4 and 
under, 5-7 years old, 8-10, and 11 and 
over.

Participants should come early to 
find their hunting ground. Open-toed 
shoes are not advised.

Easter activities announced
by Byers Community Church

BYERS — The community is invited 
to join Byers Community Church for 
planned its Holy Week events.

Activities start at:

• 7 p.m., communion service, 
Maundy Thursday, April 17;
• 7 p.m., joint worship with Saron 

Lutheran Church of Strasburg 
and Strasburg Presbyterian at Sa-
ron Lutheran, Good Friday, April 
18; and
• 8:30 a.m., pancake breakfast fol-

lowed by worship at 9:30 a.m., 
Easter Sunday, April 20.

Byers Community Church is located 
at 135 S. Sherman St.

Easter week worship planned
at Strasburg Lutheran Church

STRASBURG — Saron Lutheran 
Church in Strasburg will host its Eas-
ter Week Services from April 13-20.

Worship will start at:
• 7 p.m., Maundy Thursday, April 

17.
• 7 p.m., Good Friday, April 18, 

joint service with Byers Commu-
nity and Strasburg Presbyterian 
churches.

• 8:30 a.m., Easter Sunday, April 
20, followed by potluck brunch.

ArapCo Sheriff’s Office plans
Community Easter Egg Hunt

CENTENNIAL — The Arapahoe 
County Sheriff’s Office Back the Blue 
K-9 Force and Caregiver Network will 
present a free community Easter egg 
hunt from 9-11 a.m, Saturday, April 
19, at Dove Valley Regional Park.

The event will include K-9 demon-
strations, food trucks, kid activities, 
and special prizes.

Participants should bring their own 
bags.

EastEr

Strasburg Veterinary Clinic
Equine Vaccination Clinics

Don't miss our annual Equine Vaccination Clinics.
Serving the entire I-70 Corridor since 1947.
Discounted prices on vaccinations, deworming, 
Coggins testing and bloodwork.

FREE FARM CALLFREE FARM CALL

For more information or
to schedule an appointment, call:

(303)622-4415

April 19April 19
BennettBennett

&&
WatkinsWatkins
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The Globeville, Elyria-Swansea and Commerce 
City communities in metro Denver are choked by 
air pollution from nearby highways, an oil refi nery, 
and a Superfund site.

While these neighborhoods have long suff ered 
from air pollution, they’re not the only ones in Col-
orado.

Now Colorado is taking a major step to protect 
people from air pollutants that cause cancer or 
other major health problems, called “air toxics.” 
For the fi rst time, the state is developing its own 
state-level air toxic health standards.

In January, Colorado identifi ed fi ve air toxics 
as “priority” chemicals: benzene, ethylene oxide, 
formaldehyde, hexavalent chromium compounds, 
and hydrogen sulfi de.

The state is in the process of setting health-based 
standards that will limit the amount of each chem-
ical allowed in the air. Importantly, the standards 
will be designed to protect people exposed to the 
chemicals long term, such as those living near 
emission sources. Exposure to even low amounts 
of some chemicals, such as benzene, may lead to 
cancer.

As a researcher studying chemical exposure and 
health, I measure and evaluate the impact of air 
pollution on people’s well-being.

Colorado’s new regulations will draw on expert 
knowledge and community input to protect peo-
ple’s health.

COMMUNITIES KNOW WHAT NEEDS REGULATION
In your own community, is there a highway that 

runs near your house or a factory with a bad odor? 
Maybe a gas station right around the corner? You 
likely already know many of the places that release 
air pollution near you.

When state or local regulators work with commu-
nity members to fi nd out what air pollution sources 
communities are worried about, the partnership 
can lead to a system that better serves the public 
and reduces injustice.

For example, partnerships between community 
advocates, scientists and regulators in heavily pol-
luted and marginalized neighborhoods in New York 
and Boston have had big benefi ts. These partner-
ships resulted in both better scientifi c knowledge 
about how air pollution is connected to asthma and 
the placement of air monitors in neighborhoods 
impacted the most.

In Colorado, the process to choose the fi ve pri-

Industrial ’hoods: 5 toxics regulated to battle bad air
ority air toxics included consulting with multiple 
stakeholders. A technical working group provided 
input on which fi ve chemicals should be prioritized 
from the larger list of 477 toxic air contaminants.

The working group includes academics, mem-
bers of nongovernmental organizations such as the 
Environmental Defense Fund — local government 
and regulated industries, such as the American Pe-
troleum Institute.

Community participation was encouraged during 
public meetings.

At public hearings, community groups like 
GreenLatinos argued that formaldehyde, instead of 
acrolein, should be one of the prioritized air toxics 
because it can cause cancer.

Additionally, formaldehyde is emitted in some 
communities that are predominantly people of col-
or, according to advocates for those communities. 
These communities are already disproportionately 
impacted by high rates of respiratory disease and 
cancer.

Other community members weighed in.
“One of my patients is a 16-year-old boy who tried 

to get a summer job working outside, but had to 
quit because air pollution made his asthma so bad 
that he could barely breathe,” wrote Logan Harper, 
a Denver-area family physician and advocate for 
Healthy Air & Water Colorado.

HOW IS AIR QUALITY PROTECTED?
At the national level, the Clean Air Act requires 

that six common air pollutants, such as ozone and 
carbon monoxide, are kept below specifi c levels. 
The act also regulates 188 hazardous air pollutants.

Individual states are free to develop their own 
regulations, and several, including California and 
Minnesota, already have. States can set standards 
that are more health-protective than those in place 
nationally.

Four of fi ve chemicals prioritized by Colorado are 
regulated federally. The fi fth chemical, hydrogen 
sulfi de, is not included on the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s hazardous air pollutant list, 
but Colorado has decided to regulate it as an air 
toxic.

State-level regulation is important because states 
can focus on air toxics specifi c to their state to 
make sure that the communities most exposed to 
air pollution are protected. One way to do this is 
to place air pollution monitors in the communities 
experiencing the worst air pollution.

For example, Colorado is placing six new air qual-
ity monitors in locations around the state to mea-
sure concentrations of the fi ve priority air toxics. It 

will also use an existing monitor in Grand Junction 
to measure air toxics. Two of the new monitors, 
in Commerce City and La Salle, began operating 
in January 2024. The remainder will go online by 
July.

When Colorado chose the sites, it prioritized 
communities that are overly impacted by social 
and environmental hazards. Offi  cials used indexes 
like the Colorado EnviroScreen, which combines 
information about pollution, health and economic 
factors to identify communities that are overly bur-
dened by hazards.

The Commerce City monitor is located in Adams 
City, a neighborhood with some of the worst pollu-
tion in the state. The site has air toxics emissions 
that are worse than 95% of communities in Colo-
rado.

AIR TOXICS AND HEALTH
The fi ve air toxics that Colorado selected all have 

negative impacts on health. Four are known to 
cause cancer.

Benzene, perhaps the most well-known because 
of its ability to cause blood cancer, is one. But it 
also has a number of other health impacts, such as 
dampening the ability of the immune system and 
impacting the reproductive system by decreasing 
sperm count. Benzene is found in combustion-pow-
ered vehicle exhaust and is emitted during oil and 
gas production and refi nement.

Ethylene oxide can cause cancer and irritates 
the nervous and respiratory systems. Symptoms 
of long-term exposure can include headaches, sore 
throat, shortness of breath and others. Ethylene 
oxide is used to sterilize medical equipment and, as 
of 2024, it was used by four facilities in Colorado.

Formaldehyde is also a cancer-causing agent, 
and exposure is associated with asthma in chil-
dren. This air toxic is used in the manufacture of 
a number of products like household cleaners and 
building materials. It is also emitted by oil and gas 
sources, including during fracking.

Hexavalent chromium compounds can cause sev-
eral types of cancer, as well as skin and lung diseas-
es such as asthma and rhinitis. A major source of 
hexavalent chromium is coal-fi red power plants — 
Colorado has six in operation, though these plants 
are scheduled to close in the next fi ve years. Other 
sources of hexavalent chromium include chemical 
and other manufacturing.

Finally, long-term exposure to hydrogen sulfi de 
can cause low blood pressure, headaches and other 
symptoms, and has been associated with neurolog-
ical impacts such as psychological disorders.

by  Jenni Shearston
 Associated Press
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Strasburg, CO 80136
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www.DenverRailings.com
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$5,500.00$5,500.00

500 Gal Tank,500 Gal Tank,

$3,400.00$3,400.00

20#, 30#, 40# & #10020#, 30#, 40# & #100

Bottle RefillsBottle Refills
(Within expiration date)(Within expiration date)

Propane FillPropane Fill
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CO artist denies deliberately distorting Trump’s painting

A Colorado artist denies trying to 
distort Donald Trump’s likeness in a 
portrait that hung until recently in the 
state Capitol and says the president’s 
criticisms are hurting her business.

She also disputed that the work 
drew many complaints before Trump 
weighed in.

Trump called the portrait by Colo-

by Mead Gruver

 Associated Press

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP Photo

The plaque that marked the placement of  a por-
trait of  President Donald Trump is all that remains 
after the picture — part of  a display of  all of  the 
country’s chief  executives, was removed from the 
wall of  the rotunda in the State Capitol March 25.

rado Springs painter Sarah Boardman 
“purposefully distorted” in a March 
23 post on Truth Social. Trump added 
that Boardman, 63, “must have lost 
her talent as she got older” and posted 
that he preferred having no portrait in 
the Colorado Capitol to that one.

Legislative leaders announced the 
next day that they would remove the 
portrait. It was gone from a wall of 
past presidents’ portraits the next 
morning and relegated to storage.

In an e-mailed statement April 5, 
Boardman denied intentionally dis-
torting Trump.

While Trump posted that “many 
people” from Colorado had com-
plained about the portrait, Boardman 
wrote she “got overwhelmingly posi-
tive reviews and feedback” over the 
six years it hung in the Capitol.

That has changed for the worse
SEE TRUMP PORTRAIT
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since Trump’s comments, Boardman 
wrote.

“President Trump is entitled to 
comment freely, as we all are, but the 
additional allegations that I ‘purpose-
fully distorted’ the portrait, and that 
I ‘must have lost my talent as I got 
older’ are now directly and negative-
ly impacting my business of over 41 
years, which now is in danger of not 
recovering.”

A Colorado Capitol advisory com-
mittee commissioned the portrait, 
approved the reference photo for the 
portrait, and approved her work in 
progress, Boardman wrote. “I com-
pleted the portrait accurately, without 
‘purposeful distortion,’ political bias, 
or any attempt to caricature the sub-

TRUMP’S PORTRAIT FROM PAGE 5

MHFW�� DFWXDO� RU� LPSOLHG�� ,� IXO¿OOHG� WKH�
task per my contract.”

She added that she would not com-
ment further.

Boardman also painted the portraits 
of former presidents George W. Bush 
and Barack Obama in the state Capi-
tol. Trump posted that Obama “looks 
wonderful” in his portrait but that his 
own painting — paid for with $10,000 
raised by Colorado Republicans — is 
“truly the worst.”

Colorado Senate Minority Lead-
er Paul Lundeen, a Republican, has 
said that the Trump portrait should 
be replaced with one “that depicts his 
contemporary likeness.” The process 
of commissioning a replacement had 
not begun as of April 13.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Members of  the Silver Spike Chapter of  the National Society Daughters of  the American Revolution and officials from Agate and Strasburg schools pose for a photo Feb. 19 after the DAR representatives 

delivered “Freedom Sacks” to the schools in celebration of  the nation’s 250th birthday in 2026. A Freedom Sack (valued at $125) is a canvas bag with 10 books written at a fifth-grade level about the found-

ing of  the nation. Pictured are, left photo from left, Terry Unruh, Silver Spike regent; Teresa Roy, media specialist at Strasburg Elementary; Carol Williams, Silver Spike chaplain; and Jalee Kitzman, Strasburg 

Elementary principal; and, center photo, Stevie Koehn, Agate fifth- and sixth-grade teacher; Unruh; Williams; and Melinda Walls, Agate School superintendent. A few of  the books appear at right.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Byers High School students considering careers in auto repair tour LKQ, an auto salvage operation 

on U.S. Highway 36 west of  Bennett and south of  Colorado Air & Space Port March 11. The field trip 

was one of  several job awareness field trips arranged by the I-70 Regional Economic Advancement 

Partnership (REAP). Employees at LKQ’s 132,000 square foot facility buy, unload, tag, inventory, 

disassemble and rack approximately 15 cars a day. They also fulfill orders and ship 400 auto parts 

to regional car and auto body shops daily. Above, LKQ manager Quinton Johnsrud, left, poses with 

students Maddison Markowitz, Jaxen Egger, Wyatt Borders, Dylan Poll, Adam Coronel, Jon Hise, Brodie 

Fisbek and Brent West. LKQ stands for “like kind quality.”

Monday: By Appointment 
Tues./Wed./Fri.: 9:00am-5:30pm
Thursday: 9:00am-1:30pm
Open First Saturday of Each Month H

o
u

r
s

Claussen 
Chiropractic

Ben Claussen, D.C.

1517 Main Street

Strasburg, CO 

(303) 622-4200

Time — every process requires it. 
Especially the process of healing!

Tues. - Sat.; 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

56761 E. Colfax Ave.

Strasburg, CO

smokeshowmeats.com

Weekly  Specials!Weekly  Specials!
April 22 - 26April 22 - 26

• $1 Off Ground Beef• $1 Off Ground Beef

• $1 Off Chuck Tender• $1 Off Chuck Tender

April  29 - May 3April  29 - May 3
• $1 Off Brats• $1 Off Brats

• $1 Off Picanha• $1 Off Picanha

LocallyLocally
SourcedSourced

MeatMeat
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Byers, Strasburg excel at April 5 invitationals
Sports

LIMON — The Bulldogs and Bad-
gers track teams largely dominated 
the annual Warren Mitchell Invita-
tional Track Meet at Limon April 5.

Byers won the boys competition 
with Limon and Thomas Maclaren ty-
ing for second while the Lady Badgers  
SODFHG� ¿UVW� ZLWK� WKH� /DG\� %XOOGRJV�
taking second.

The Byers boys and girls each won 
¿YH� HYHQWV�ZLWK� ERWK� VTXDGV�SODFLQJ�
¿UVW� LQ� WKH� �[����� DQG��[����PHWHU�
relays. In addition, sophomore Ben 
0F3KHUVRQ�WRRN�WKH�����PHWHU�GDVK�
and long jump while senior Cameron 
Eastwood topped the competition in 
WKH�����PHWHU�KXUGOHV�IRU�WKH�ER\V�

On the girls side, sophomore Reese 
:HVW� ZRQ� WKH� ����� DQG� ������PH-
ter runs while senior Hope Linnebur 
SODFHG�¿UVW�LQ�WKH�����PHWHU�KXUGOHV�

Deer Trail also participated in the 
meet, with junior Megan Donovan 
ZLQQLQJ�WKH�����PHWHU�GDVK�

BYERS
GIRLS
100-meter dash�� )U�� *UDFH� 6KHOOH\�� �������
��WK�� VR�� $OOLVRQ� )RRVH�� ������� ��WK�� IU��
.DFL�+DUULV�����������WK�

200-meter dash: Fr. Karley Linnebur, 
���������WK��)RRVH�����������WK��IU��*UDFH�
7KRPDV�����������UG�
400-meter dash: Jr. Michaela Casey, 
���������IRXUWK��IU��6\GQH\�6PLWK�����������
VL[WK��IU��$LQVOH\�6DXHU�������������WK�
800-meter run�� 6R�� 5HHVH� :HVW�� ���������
¿UVW�� IU�� 2OLYLD� (DVWZRRG�� ��������� ��WK��
IU��%ULDQQD�0HQGR]D�������������WK�
1,600-meter run�� :HVW�� ��������� ¿UVW�� IU��
&DUROLQH�&DVH\�����������VHYHQWK�
100-meter hurdles: Sr. Hope Linnebur, 
������� VHFRQG�� IU�� .LHUD� +LOEHUW�� �������
��WK�
300-meter hurdles�� +�� /LQQHEXU�� �������
¿UVW��MU��'DQLFD�/DQFDVWHU���������IRXUWK�
4x100-meter relay�������������WK�
4x200-meter relay�����������IRXUWK�
4x800-meter relay������������IRXUWK�
High jump��6DXHU�������¿IWK��6KHOOH\�������
seventh.
Long jump��.��/LQQHEXU�����������¿IWK�
Triple jump��6KHOOH\����������VL[WK�
Discus��+DUULV����������QG��+LOEHUW���������
��WK��MU��,VDEHOOD�5DLQV�����������WK�
Shot put��+LOEHUW�����������WK��+DUULV�������
��WK��5DLQV������������WK�

BOYS
100-meter dash: Fr. Hayden Riemen-
VFKQHLGHU�����������WK�
200-meter dash��)U��(OL�&DU\�����������UG��
5LHPHQVFKQHLGHU�����������WK�
400-meter dash��6R��%HQ�0F3KHUVRQ��������

SEE TF LIMON
PAGE 8

by Douglas Claussen
 Publisher & Editor

Bennett Lady Tigers enter soccer postseason picture

PHOTOS BY ALYSSA STEMO/For The Scout

Bennett’s Emma Faczak, left, kicks the ball down the Paul Read soccer pitch against The Pinnacle April 9, and Natalie Galdamez prepares 
for collisions with the ball and a Timberwolve player.

Bulldog boys place first, girls second at Limon Indians boys double score of  2nd-place Holyoke

WIGGINS — The Strasburg boys 
WRRN� ¿UVW� SODFH� E\� DQ� RYHUZKHOPLQJ�
margin at the Wiggins Invitational 
Track Meet April 5, while the girls 
SODFHG�VHFRQG��MXVW������SRLQWV�EHKLQG�
the hosts.

The Indians won nine events and 
VFRUHG�����SRLQWV��H[DFWO\�GRXEOH�WKH�
amount for second-place Holyoke, 
ZKLFK�KDG�����

In addition to a sweep of the four 
UHOD\V� ²� �[����� ����� ���� DQG� ����
meters — junior Dawit James took 
WKH�������PHWHUV��MXQLRU�,VUDHO�-DPHV�
ZRQ�WKH�������PHWHUV��VHQLRU�'DQLHO�
+DQG\�WKH�����PHWHU�KXUGOHV�� MXQLRU�
:LOO� +DXVHU� WKH� ����PHWHU� KXUGOHV��
sophomore Brody Hopwood the high 
MXPS��DQG�MXQLRU�-RUJH�3DUUD�WKH�WUL-
ple jump, in which Strasburg athletes 
were the top four place-winners.

The Lady Indians were champs in 
three events: Senior Peighton Marre-
UR� LQ� WKH� ����PHWHU� GDVK�� IUHVKPDQ�
&DOOH\JK�+RXJODQG�LQ�WKH�����PHWHU�
GDVK��DQG�IUHVKPDQ�/DFL�=LPPHUPDQ�
in the high jump.

BOYS
100-meter dash��-U��1DWH�*URZ���������¿IWK��

sr. Damien Garcia and so. Samuel Gasca, 
�������VL[WK��WLH���VR��+LUR�+HQGOHU���������
HLJKWK��IU��(PLOLD�(VSLQR���������QLQWK��VR��
(PHU\�:DJJRQHU�����������WK�
200-meter dash: Jr. Konner Casebeer, 
������� VHFRQG�� MU��&DGH�+HPSKLOO���������
WKLUG�� :DJJRQHU�� ������� HLJKWK�� VU�� 1D-
WKDQ�.UDIW���������QLQWK��VR��&ROWRQ�+RO-
ORZD\�����������WK�
400-meter dash�� 6R��$\GHQ�'RGJH�� �������
IRXUWK�� (VSLQR�� ������� ¿IWK�� +ROORZD\��
������� VL[WK�� MU�� &DPHURQ� 0DQDKDQ��
�����������WK�
800-meter run: Jr. Jeremiah Redd, 
���������VHFRQG��VR��1RDK�'REUDQVN\
�����������WKLUG��MU��'DZLW�-DPHV�����������
VHYHQWK��IU��(OL�7DSSDUR�����������QLQWK�
1,600-meter run��'��-DPHV�����������¿UVW��
'REUDQVN\�����������VHYHQWK�
3,200-meter run��-U��,VUDHO�-DPHV������������
second.
110-meter hurdles: Sr. Daniel Handy, 
�������¿UVW��MU��:LOO�+DXVHU���������VHFRQG��
*DUFLD�� ������� IRXUWK�� 0DQDKDQ�� �������
seventh.
300-meter hurdles�� +DXVHU�� ������� ¿UVW��
+DQG\�� ������� VHFRQG�� *DUFLD�� �������
¿IWK��0DQDKDQ�� ������� HLJKWK�� VR�� %URG\�
+RSZRRG�� ������� QLQWK�� 7DSSDUR�� �������
��WK�
4x100-meter relay���������¿UVW�
4x200-meter relay�����������¿UVW�
4x400-meter relay�����������¿UVW�
4x800-meter relay�����������¿UVW�

SEE TF STRASBURG
PAGE 8

BENNETT — In addition to winning three con-
VHFXWLYH�FRQWHVWV�DQG�IRXU�RI�¿YH�EHWZHHQ�$SULO������
the Bennett girls have climbed into contention for 
WKH��$�JLUOV�VRFFHU�SOD\R̆V�
7KH� RUDQJH�DQG�EODFN¶V� ���� KRPH� YLFWRU\� RYHU�

Frontier League rival The Pinnacle last Wednesday 
bumped the troops of head coach Mike Rinner to 
����RYHUDOO������ LQ�FRQIHUHQFH�SOD\��DQG�XS� WR�1R��
��� LQ� WKH� SOD\R̆� VHHGLQJ� LQGH[� IURP� WKH� &RORUD-
GR�+LJK�6FKRRO�$FWLYLWLHV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��7KH�WRS����
WHDPV�TXDOLI\�IRU�WKH�SRVWVHDVRQ��%HQQHWW�URVH�DO-
PRVW����VSRWV�IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�ZHHN�

“The girls continue to play a lot better with each 
other,” Rinner said. “Defense has been pretty good 
DOO�VHDVRQ��2̆HQVLYHO\��FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�JHO�DQG�OHDUQ�
about each other.”

Against the Timberwolves, Bennett took the lead 
DERXW����PLQXWHV�LQWR�WKH�FRQWHVW�ZKHQ�IUHVKPDQ�
(PPD�)DF]DN�GXJ�RXW�D�ORRVH�EDOO�DERXW����\DUGV�LQ�
front of the opposing net and pushed it towards the 
left side of the goal mouth where classmate Meagan 
Green looped a left-footed shot over The Pinnacle 
goalkeeper.
7KH�VFRUH�UHPDLQHG�����XQWLO�DERXW���PLQXWHV�OHIW�

when freshman Paloma Rodriguez put her foot into 
a corner kick from the southeast end of Paul Read 
Field that rode the strong northerly wind and rico-
FKHWHG�R̆�RI�VHQLRU�WHDPPDWH�0DUD\KD�0XQR]�LQWR

SEE SOCCER
PAGE 10

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor

303-822-9535
swimsdisposal.com

Locally owned trash 
company servicing
the I-70 Corridor in

residential & commercial 
garbage pickup.
Call today for your

cheapest rates!

Volume Discounts

$1.999

Gallon
500+

3PTP[LK�6ɈLY

GLOBAL
P R O PA N E

(303) 660-9290
Family Owned Business

FILL-UP SPECIALFILL-UP SPECIAL

by Douglas Claussen
 Publisher & Editor
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fi rst; sr. Jake Anderson, 53.71, third; jr. Quincy Eacret, 
53.73, fourth.
800-meter run: Jr. Ben Gerhardt, 2:23.87, third; fr. Mat-
thew Wardall, 2:36.01, 10th; sr. Jon Hise, 2:53.09, 17th.
1,600-meter run: Gerhardt 5:23.99, eighth; Hise, 6:22.98, 
19th.
110-meter hurdles: Sr. Cameron Eastwood, 16.11, fi rst; so. 
Caleb Eastwood, 17.34, third.
4x100-meter relay: 46.94, fi rst.
4x200-meter relay: 1:34.05, fi rst.
4x800-meter relay: 10:04.07, seventh.
High jump: Caleb Eastwood, 5-6, third; so. Gus Malcolm 
5-0, 10th.
Long jump: McPherson, 19-8.75, fi rst; Cam Eastwood, 19-
3, third.
Triple jump: Cam Eastwood, 38-11, third; so. Samuel Lin-
nebur, 35-7.5, 11th; Riemenschneider, 32-5.5, 15th.
Discus: So. Liam Hilbert, 90-1, 16th; Gerhardt 72-4, 29th; 
so. Bryce Brewer, 62-8, 35th.
Shot put: Hilbert, 29-9, 18th; Brewer, 28-9.5, 23rd.

DEER TRAIL
GIRLS

100-meter dash: Jr. Megan Donovan, 13.12, fi rst; sr. Al-
lena Sanchez-Neal, 13.75, sixth; so. Gracie Guh, 16.17, 
29th.
200-meter dash: Donovan, 27.75, second; fr. Fatima Hus-
sein, 31.31, 19th; fr. Kyann Kitzman, 32.74, 25th.
400-meter dash: fr. Madison Nielsen, 1:16.37, 17th; sr. Ry-
lie Smith, 1:18.05, 18th.
4x100-meter relay: 58.67, eighth.
4x200-meter relay: 2:00.11, fourth.

Long jump: Sr. Rylee Guhl, 12-5.25, ninth; Kitzman, 11-
11.5, 14th; so. Gracie McGough, 9-5, 19th.
Triple jump: McGough, 23-1, 14th.

BOYS

100-meter dash: Jr. Nevin Musser, 13.02, 22nd; sr. Jo-
seph Humbert, 14.63, 42nd; jr. Jackson Burdick, 15.63, 
45th.
200-meter dash: Musser, 26.91, 25th; jr. Jayden Mingee, 
28.02, 33rd.
400-meter dash: Mingee, 1:03.33, 20th.
1,600-meter run: Mingee, 5:30.03, 11th.
Long jump: Musser, 13-9.5, 27th.
Discus: Jr. Alfonso Quezada, 102-6, eighth; so. Sebastian 
Anguiano, 81-4, 22nd; Burdick, 61-8, 37th.
Shot put: Humbert, 31-0.5, 14th; Quezada, 30-11, 16th; 
Anguiano, 29-5, 20th.

GIRLS TEAM RESULTS

1. Limon 82
2. Byers 78.5
3. Thomas Mclaren 74
4. Eads 52
5. Miami-Yoder 50
6. Lamar 48
7-8. Idalia, Otis 37
9. Kiowa 33.5
10. Pikes Peak Christian 31
11. Deer Trail 27
12. Custer County 26
13. Evangelical Christian 22
14. Gilpin County 15

15. Cheraw 13
16. Atlas Prep 9
17. Arickaree-Woodlin 8
18. Genoa-Hugo 7
19. Kim/Branson 5
20. Kit Carson 4

BOYS TEAM RESULTS

1. Byers 94
2-3. Limon, Thomas Mclaren 78
4. Idalia 76
5. Custer County 63
6. Lamar 45
7. Pikes Peak Christian 36
8. Otis 35
9. Genoa-Hugo 28
10. Gilpin County 25
11-12. Arickaree-Woodlin, Atlas Prep 24
13. Kim/Branson 18
14-15. Cheraw, Kiowa 16
16. Eads 10
17. Miami-Yoder 9
18. Kit Carson 4
19. Deer Trail 1

BYERS SCHEDULE
April 16: @ Norseman Invitational, Thornton.
April 19: @ Denver Christian Invitational, Littleton.

DEER TRAIL SCHEDULE
April 19: @ Dave Spiller Invitational, Strasburg.
April 25: @ Cougar Classic, Colorado Springs.

TF LIMON FROM PAGE 7

TF STRASBURG FROM PAGE 7

High jump: Hopwood, 5-8, fi rst; so. Jayden 
Miller, 5-4, fourth; Manahan, 5-0, fi fth.
Long jump: Hemphill, 18-5, fourth; jr. 
Jorge Parra, 18-2, fi fth; Miller, 18-0, sev-
enth; Grow, 17-5.75, ninth.
Triple jump: Parra, 39-7.5, fi rst; Handy, 
39-3, second; Hauser, 38-4, third; Hop-
wood, 37-7.5, fourth.
Discus: So. Mason Dickens, 121-11, third; 
sr. Preston Mace, 115-3, eighth; jr. Jeare-
mie Nonic, 68-9, 23rd; so. Michael Kram-
er, 65-3, 26th.
Shot put: Mace, 43-0.25; second; Dickens, 
40-11, fourth; Nonic, 33-6, 10th; Kramer, 
28-5.5, 22nd.

BOYS TEAM RESULTS

1. Strasburg 248
2. Holyoke 124
3. Greeley West 90
4. Wiggins 77
5. Merino 53
6. Akron 27
7. Fleming 23

8. Briggsdale 18
9. Weldon Valley 8
10. Caliche 1

GIRLS
100-meter dash: Sr. Peighton Marrero, 
13.01, fi rst; so. Addison Kent, 13.35, third; 
so. Wynne Winter, 14.27, seventh; sr. 
Dakota Strasser, 12th; fr. Kaelyn Bailey, 
14.82, 14th.
200-meter dash: Winter, 30.22, ninth; fr. 
Laci Zimmerman, 30.24, 10th; fr. Cal-
leygh Hougland, 31.01, 12th; so. Anale-
ah Loya, 31.38, 13th; fr. Abbygail Ryan, 
31.43, 14th; so. Hailey Hawkins, 31.64, 
15th.
400-meter dash: Hougland, 1:05.52, fi rst; 
Zimmerman, 1:10.52, eighth; Ryan, 
1:10.98, ninth; Loya, 1:11.04, 10th; Haw-
kins, 1:11.97, 11th.
800-meter run: sr. Madelynne Phil-
lips, 2:53.43, fi fth; so. Tatijana Rojahn, 
2:58.04, sixth; fr. Sarah Larsen, 3:11.02, 
ninth; so. Rafaelle Alcid, 3:12.50, 10th; 

so. Naomi Redd, 3:15.64, 11th; jr. Kasian-
na Christiansan, 3:19.41, 13th.
1,600-meter run: Larsen, 7:01.16, fi fth; Al-
cid, 7:13.51, sixth; Christiansan, 7:46.63, 
eighth; jr. Autumn Kulpa, 7:52.68, ninth.
3,200-meter run: Redd, 15:11.30, third; jr. 
Mikayla Friedrich, 17:58.45, fourth.
100-meter hurdles: Bailey, 21.31, seventh.
300-meter hurdles: Kent, 52.72, third; 
Strasser, 1:00.50, sixth.
4x100-meter relay: 56.02, third.
4x200-meter relay: 1:51.93, second.
4x400-meter relay: 4:29.86, second.
4x800-meter relay: 12:02.89, second.
High jump: Zimmerman, 5-0, fi rst.
Long jump: Strasser, 12-2.5, 13th; jr. Eliza-
beth Zobell, 11-11.5, 17th.
Triple jump: Zobell, 25-2.75, seventh.
Discus: Sr. Elizabeth Hightower, 116-7, 
second; jr. Taryn LaForce, 99-6, fi fth; 
jr. Miah Klump, 97-6, sixth; jr. Parker 
Shuck, 73-5, 11th.
Shot put: Taryn LaForce, 33-2, fourth; 
Hightower, 31-4.75, sixth; Klump, 27-9, 

ninth; Shuck, 24-0.5, 16th.

GIRLS TEAM RESULTS

1. Wiggins 149.5
2. Strasburg 135
3. Greeley West 91
4. Merino 90.5
5. Akron 73
6. Holyoke 51
7. Caliche 44
8. Fleming 18
9. Weldon Valley 6
10. Briggsdale 1

COMING UP
April 16: @ Norseman Invitational, North 
Stadium.
April 19: Dave Spiller Invitational, Winter 
Field, Strasburg.
April 26: @ Cowboy Invitational, All City 
Stadium.
May 1 & 3: @ Patriot League Champion-
ship, Greeley.
May 10: @ Maxine Erhmann Invitational.

FORT COLLINS — Track athletes 
from Bennett traveled to the Fort Col-
lins for the Altitude Running Invita-
tional April 5.

The girls team placed 14th with 16 
points. Senior Jessica Venneberg 
was the highest place-winner for ei-
ther Bennett squad, taking second in 
the triple jump and third in the high 
jump.

The boys team did not score.
GIRLS
100-meter dash: Jr. Tayla Counce, 13.78, 
27th; so. Jasmine Soriano Wilson, 15.53, 
57th; fr. Analicia Villa, 15.55, 58th.
200-meter dash: Sr. Vivi Cranwill, 28.08, 
19th; so. Addyson Travis, 32.19, 49th.
1,600-meter run: Fr. Ashley Roman Silva, 
7:42.50, 49th.

Bennett Tiger track teams participate in meet at Fort Collins
100-meter hurdles: Sr. Kyra Turner, 19.02, 
22nd.
4x100-meter relay: 52.34, 10th.
4x200-meter relay: 1:50.72, seventh.
High jump: Sr. Jessica Venneberg, 5-1, 
third.
Long jump: Jr. Kaurlie Voorhies, 14-9, 17th.
Triple jump: Venneberg, 33-10.5, second.
Discus: Cranwill, 79-0, 15th; sr. Rosemary 
Smith, 63-6, 27th; jr. Audrey Harrell, 53-
11, 36th.
Shot put: Villa, 21-5.75, 42nd.

GIRLS TEAM RESULTS

1. Timnath 93
2. Rocky Mountain 92.5
3. Windsor 88
4. Fossil Ridge 87
5. Fort Collins 50
6. Poudre 35
7. Cheyenne (Wyo.) Central 33
8. Mead 31.5
9. Thompson Valley 29.5
10. Mountain View 25

BOYS TEAM RESULTS

1. Fort Collins 105
2. Thompson Valley 82
3. Loveland 81
4. Berthoud 60
5. Fossil Ridge 57.5
6. Rocky Mountain 44.5
7. Laramie (Wyo.) 41.5
8. Resurrection Christian 28
9-10. Prairie View, Silver Creek 26
11. Cheyenne (Wyo.) Central 25
12-13. Severance, Timnath 24.5
14. Windsor 22.5
15. Liberty Common 15
16. Mead 14
17. Chaparral 11
18. Poudre 10
19. Wellington 3
20. Heritage Christian 1

COMING UP
April 19: @ Randall Hess Roughrider In-
vite, Roosevelt High School, Johnstown.
May 3: Doherty Invitational, Colo. Springs.

by Douglas Claussen
 Publisher & Editor

11. Chaparral 21
12. Berthoud 19
13. Laramie (Wyo.) 17.5
14-15. Bennett, Heritage Christian 16
16. Silver Creek 16
17. Wellington 10
18. Loveland 7
19. Severance 5
20. Liberty Common 2
21-22. Resurrection Christian, Saratoga 
(Wyo.) 1

BOYS
100-meter dash: Fr. Kamri Lomri, 12.19, 
40th; jr. Lane Davis, 12.32, 44th; jr. Isaac 
Adams, 15.42, 63rd.
200-meter dash: Davis, 24.30, 34th; so. 
Jacoby Badolato, 26.36, 58th; Adams, 
27.73, 61st.
1,600-meter run: Jr. Manolo Williams, 
6:37.04, 51st.
110-meter hurdles: Lomri, 22.63, 39th.
4x400-meter relay: 3:46.80, 16th.
Triple jump: Lomri, 37-9, 14th.

WANTED TO BUY

Coins and Coin Collections, Jewelry, Old Watches,

Sterling Sets, Guns and Gun Collections (federal li-

cense), Native American Jewelry.

Whole Estate Content Purchases Available.

Call What’s It Worth Appraisals!

(720)327-7867
I will come to you!

Coins and Coin Collections, Jewelry, Old Watches, Al’s
Retirement Sale

Continues

WESTERN HARDWARE

Closed Easter Sunday

HAPPY
EASTER
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Retirement Sale

The I-70 Scout 2025 Graduation The I-70 Scout 2025 Graduation 
Advertising Specials!Advertising Specials!

1/16 PAGE AD IN BOTH SPECIAL EDITIONS FOR1/16 PAGE AD IN BOTH SPECIAL EDITIONS FOR
$68 IN $68 IN BLACK-AND-WHITE OR IN BLACK-AND-WHITE OR IN CCOOLLOORR FOR FOR $84 $84

LARGER LARGER ads at same per column-inch discount!ads at same per column-inch discount!  
The I-70 Scout will print its special graduationThe I-70 Scout will print its special graduation
sections on Wednesdays, May 14 and May 21. sections on Wednesdays, May 14 and May 21. 

Deadline is Friday, May 2.Deadline is Friday, May 2.
Please call The I-70 Scout to place your ads!Please call The I-70 Scout to place your ads!

303-622-9796303-622-9796

We are pleased to offer these advertising specials for
the upcoming Graduation Lift-Out Sections showcasing

the I-70 Corridor Classes of 2025!

2025 I-70 Corridor High School Graduation Schedule:2025 I-70 Corridor High School Graduation Schedule:
Agate, May 16; Agate, May 16; Prairie CreeksPrairie Creeks, May 17; , May 17; StrasburgStrasburg &  & ByersByers, May 18;, May 18;

BennettBennett, May 23; & , May 23; & Deer Trail,Deer Trail, May 24. May 24.
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ALYSSA STEMO/For The Scout

Bennett’s Meagan Green works against The Pin-

nacle defense April 9.

SOCCER FROM PAGE 7

the opposition’s goal.
The victors recorded 19 shots on 

goal compared to 11 from The Pin-
QDFOH�� )DF]DN� ¿UHG� D� WHDP�KLJK� ¿YH�
shots on goal with Green adding four; 
junior Natalie Galdamez, three; and 
seniors Marelin Vasquez and Raquel 
Thorpe and freshman Kamila Sauce-
do, two apiece.

In addition to freshman Whitney 
Torgerson pitching the shutout, the 
Bennett defense recorded 25 steals, 
including Munoz and Thorpe with six 
apiece, Faczak and Rodriguez three 
each, and Vasquez, Green and senior 
Elizabeth Westendorf all with a pair.

This week’s conference home games 
with Arrupe Jesuit (April 14) and 
Middle Park (April 16) were expected 
WR�EH�NH\�WR�%HQQHWW¶V�H̆RUW�WR�UHDFK�
WKH� SOD\R̆V� IRU� WKH� VHFRQG� FRQVHFX-
tive year after missing out the previ-
ous decade.

THURSDAY, APRIL 17
Strasburg American Legion Post 183. 6:30 

p.m., Strasburg American Legion Hall, 
56423 Westview Ave. 

Byers School Board. 7 p.m., Byers High 
School lecture hall. Visit Board of Educa-
tion at byers32j.k12.co.us for a link to a 
live meeting via Zoom. 

Strasburg Fire Protection District Board. 7 
S�P���¿UHKRXVH�

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
Food Bank of the Rockies Mobile Pantry. 

9-11 a.m., Deer Trail School bus barn, 370 
Aspen St.

MONDAY, APRIL 21
East Adams Conservation District Board. 9 

D�P���)DUP�6HUYLFH�$JHQF\�ṘFH������:��
Bijou, Byers.

Byers Fire Rescue. 6 p.m., Byers Fire-
house.

Bennett Planning & Zoning Commission. 
6 p.m., Town hall or virtually. Visit the 

Planning & Zoning meeting agendas page 
at townofbennett.colorado.gov for infor-
mation.

Byers Fire Protection District Board. 6:30 
p.m., Byers School.

TUESDAY, APRIL 22
Senior citizen game day. 1-3 p.m., Stras-

burg American Legion Hall.
Food Bank of the Rockies Mobile Pantry. 4-8 

p.m. or while supplies last, Hinkley High 
School, 1250 Chambers Road, Aurora.

 Bennett Board of Trustees. Work-study 
5:45 p.m. Regular meeting 7 p.m. For a 
Zoom link, visit townofbennett.colorado.
gov.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23
Bennett Municipal Court. 6 p.m., Town 

Hall.

EVERY THURSDAY
Play & Learn for ages 1-3 and their 

families. 10-11 a.m., Kelver Library, Byers.

Corridor Calendar

’Burg 9 sinks Valley, lose at Platte Valley to open league play
PHOTOS BY STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Strasburg shortstop Aiden Bongard, left, and second baseman Houston Broskie receive throws from catcher Gavin Welch as Valley baserunners steal scond base April 8.

The Strasburg Indians’ diamond home-opener 
this spring was a 6-2 victory over Valley to com-
mence Patriot League play April 8, but the red-and-
black’s momentum didn’t last long as they lost 12-2 
at conference foe Platte Valley in Kersey two days 
later.

 
VALLEY

After the visiting Vikings jumped up 1-0 during 
WKHLU�¿UVW�DW�EDWV��6WUDVEXUJ�UHVSRQGHG�ZLWK�EDFN�
to-back RBI singles from juniors Aiden Bongard 
DQG�(ULN�$ODPLOOR�WR�JR�XS�����DIWHU�WKH�¿UVW�IUDPH�

In the bottom of the third, junior R.J. Weaver 
opened the attack with a double, advanced to third 
on a Bongard ground out, and scored on a Viking 
defensive miscue.

After Valley pulled the score within 3-2 in the 
WRS�RI�WKH�¿IWK��WKH�,QGLDQV�UHVSRQGHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�
with 3 runs in the bottom of the frame. Alamillo 
GURYH�LQ���UXQV�ZLWK�D�GRXEOH�DQG�D�JURXQG�RXW�R �̆
the bat of senior Jose Lopez drove in the third run 
of the inning.

Valley didn’t threaten the rest of the way, going 
three-up-three-down in the sixth, and striking out 
three consecutive times after a single to open up 
the top of the seventh.

Indian senior Jared Flamini was strong on the 
mound, throwing a complete game with 2 earned 
runs on three hits while walking one, hitting one, 
and striking out nine Viking hitters.

The hosts nine-hit attack was led by Welch with 
three and Alamillo and Weaver with two apiece; all 
three had a double. The Indians walked once, had a 
KLW�EDWVPDQ�DQG�VWUXFN�RXW�¿YH�WLPHV�

Defensively, Strasburg had one of its cleanest 
games in the early season, committing one error.

@ PLATTE VALLEY
6WUDVEXUJ� VFRUHG� D� UXQ� HDFK� RYHU� WKH� ¿UVW� WZR�

frames on the Broncos’ home diamond Thursday 
afternoon but the hosts stayed ahead most of the 
JDPH��VFRULQJ���LQ�WKH�¿UVW����LQ�WKH�VHFRQG����LQ�WKH�

WKLUG����LQ�WKH�IRXUWK����LQ�WKH�¿IWK�DQG�D�¿QDO�UXQ�LQ�
the sixth to end the game an inning early.

The Indians were outhit 11-2 with the lone base 
knocks being a Lopez single and an RBI double by 
junior Cam Manahan. Five Indians walked and 10 
struck out compared to Platte Valley’s eight free 
SDVVHV�DQG�¿YH�.V�

The Strasburg defense also committed a pair of 
errors that helped lead to three unearned runs for 
the hosts.

The Indians entered this week 4-4 overall and 
No. 38 in the state rankings to determine 3A post-

PHOTOS BY STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Indian starting pitcher Jared Flamini, left, catches an infield fly against Valley April 8 and Erik Alamillo smacks one of  his two RBI base hits.

season berths. The top 32 teams qualify for the 
SOD\R̆V�

COMING UP
April 18: @ Resurrection Christian.
April 19: Elizabeth.
April 22: Liberty Common
April 24: @ Fort Morgan.
April 26: Bennett.
April 29: Byers (Senior Appreciation.)
April 30: Brush.
May 2: @ Eaton.
May 6: Sterling,

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor
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BENNETT — In addition to recog-
nizing local youth for their persever-
ance over personal strife, Bennett 
trustees heard a proposal for a new 
food bank, approved a contract for 
a new water well, and received word 
about a likely delay in Civic Center 
Park construction during their April 
8 meeting.

Each year the board honors youth 
from grades 6-12 nominated by the 
Bennett School District for the Ad-
ams County Mayor and Commission-
ers Youth Award (ACMCYA), which 
UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�SRVLWLYH�LQÀXHQFH�VWX-
dents have had on their schools, fam-
ilies and community. 

Bennett Middle School’s 2025 
award nominees are Kaydince Ber-
ndt, Marisol Cardenas Chavez, Carter 
Faczak, Violet Teachout and Maddox 
Wells. Bennett High School’s nomi-
nee is Khadija Diop.

Adams County will honor all award 
recipients from across the county 
during a banquet at 6 p.m., Wednes-
day, April 23, at the Westminster City 
Park Recreation Center.

NEW LOCAL FOOD BANK
A new corridor-wide food bank 

based in Bennett and sponsored by 
Cornerstone Fellowship could replace 
Bennett and Strasburg locations, 
which have closed. David Thomas of 
Bennett and Alex Rivera of Strasburg 

Bennett board honors student leaders, OK well contract
approached the board during the 
public comment portion of the meet-
ing to announce their intention and 
seek partnership with the town.

Thomas is also on the board of 
Street Reach Ministries.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
The board approved a construction 

contract for the Muegge Farms Well 
14 Campus with CPC Constructors.

Daniel Pershing, CIP and Utilities 
Director, reviewed proposals from 
CPC Constructors, Timber Wolf Ex-
cavating, LLC, and a cost opinion by 
MSK Engineers. The parcel was re-
zoned earlier this year as public land, 
and the two wells already on the prop-
erty will be made functional with the 
inclusion of necessary equipment in-
cluding pumps. The property will also 
feature a small collection lagoon.

Timber Wolf’s bid was roughly 
$300,000 more than the CPC Con-
structors proposal, prompting an en-
gineering cost opinion to determine 
need. The MSK opinion came in with-
in $20,000 of the CPC Constructors 
ELG��SURPSWLQJ�WKH�¿QDO�FKRLFH�
$� 7X̆� 6KHG� WR� JR� RQ� WKH� VLWH� DS-

peared in Timber Wolf’s estimate for 
$255,000, likely an error in notation 
that led to CPC Constructors winning 
the bid.

Delays in state approval of bath-
room building permits could push the 
Civic Center Park grand opening cele-
bration to spring 2026. Public Works 
Director Robin Price presented the 

update and the board approved the 
change order.

The town is considering bids to com-
SOHWH� WZR� EDVHEDOO� ¿HOGV� DW� WKH� SDUN�
with a backstop, benches, dugouts, 
bases, resilient blue grass sod, and 
poles that can support future light-
ing. The project is currently within 
the budget of its Adams County Open 
Space grant with another $70,000 
remaining for unexpected issues. Ad-
ditional funding will be sought in the 
IXWXUH� WR� ¿QLVK� LQVWDOODWLRQ� RI� ¿HOG�
lights.

The board also approved a resolu-
WLRQ�IRU�D�¿QDO�GHYHORSPHQW�3ODQ�IRU�
Bennett Crossing Filing No. 5. The 
site is 90 acres north of Pearl Street to 
be developed as mixed use, with me-
dium- and high-density residential. 
The subdivision will contain trails, 
open spaces and two small parks. 
The western-most park will include a 
picnic shelter, tables, play structures, 
swings, bike racks, benches, a dog 
station, BBQ grills, concrete walks 
and attractive landscaping. The east-
ern-most park will include many of 
the same amenities; however, rather 
WKDQ�D�GRJ�VWDWLRQ��UHVLGHQWV�ZLOO�¿QG�
horseshoe and bocce ball courts, play-
¿HOGV�DQG�DGGLWLRQDO�ZDONLQJ�SDWKV�

Construction at the site was delayed 
after contractors uncovered an old, 
previously unaccounted for dry natu-
ral gas well, which will be developed 
as a green space landscaped with na-
tive seed and trees rather than the 
two single family homes originally 

planned for the location.

FINANCIAL UPPDATE
³7KH�WRZQ�LV�LQ�D�YHU\�VWURQJ�¿QDQ-

cial position with strong fund bal-
ances across the board as predicted.” 
assured Town Finance Manager Dan-
ny Pennington and Town Treasurer 
Danette Ruvalcaba during a presen-
WDWLRQ� RI� WKH� IRXUWK� TXDUWHU� ����� ¿-
nance report. 

Built-in contingencies for expendi-
tures and an increase in tax revenue 
leaves Bennett with a comfortable 
budget. Finishing at 103% of budget, 
the general fund concluded last year 
with a balance increase of  $581,104. 
The policing reserve will see $79,684 
of the increase. The Bennett’s Arts 
& Culture Fund exceeded expecta-
tions by $18,228, leaving a balance of 
$69,341 at the end of last year. Expen-
ditures included costs associated with 
VWḊQJ�FKDQJHV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO�VHU-
vices including approval of an asphalt 
crushing contract.

“We are proceeding with caution. 
We are aware of the current economic 
situation so we will remain conserva-
tive and keep an eye on it,” said Da-
nette Ruvalcaba adding, “We have 
good fund balances. We have weath-
ered other economic downturns as 
well. We are committed to paying at-
tention to that and being cautious as 
we move forward with capital projects 
and those types of items.”

SEE BENNETT BOT
PAGE 12

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Bennett School District students nominated for the 2025 Adams County Mayor and Commissioners Youth Award Program were honored with a certificate gift bag during the April 8 Bennett Board of  Trustees 

meeting. Receiving their awards from Mayor Whitney Oakley are middle-schoolers Carter Faczak, Kaydince Berndt, Violet Teachout, Maddox Wells, and high-schooler Khadija Diop. Not pictured is middle-school-

er Marisol Cardenas Chavez. The county commissioners will host an awards banquet for overall program winners during an April 23 banquet in Westminster.

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor
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taking their keys and telling them to 
stay away from school facilities. The 
¿IWK�ZDV�RXW�RI�WKH�DUHD�EXW�ZDV�FRQ-
tacted via phone and informed of the 
VLWXDWLRQ�
³,W�VRXQGV�OLNH�WKHUH�ZDV�VRPH�VRUW�

RI�LQFLGHQW�LQYROYLQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�VWX-
dents after a track practice,” an Ad-
DPV�&RXQW\�6KHUL̆¶V�VSRNHVPDQ�VDLG��

LQGLFDWLQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�RFFXUUHG�HDU-
OLHU�LQ�WKH�ZHHN��³7KH�VXSHULQWHQGHQW�
KDG�WKH�SULQFLSDO�DQG�RWKHU�VWD̆�SXW�
on leave.”
$QRWKHU� VKHUL̆¶V� ṘFH� VSRNHV-

SHUVRQ� VDLG� WKDW� GHSXWLHV� PDGH� QR�
arrests and were there to “keep the 
SHDFH� RQO\´� DQG� ³PDNH� VXUH� WKLQJV�
went smoothly.”

BENNETT BOT FROM PAGE 11

6DOHV� WD[� UHYHQXH� HQGHG� ��� RYHU�
EXGJHW� DW� ����������� LQ� ������ FRP-
SDUHG� WR� SURMHFWLRQV� RI� ������������
UHSUHVHQWLQJ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�����������
7KH� WRZQ� FRQVLVWHQWO\� HVWLPDWHV� ���
DQQXDO�JURZWK� LQ�VDOHV� WD[��DQG�FRQ-
VLGHUV�WKH�RYHUDJH�D�³VLJQL¿FDQW�LQGL-
FDWRU� RI� D� VWDEOH�� KHDOWK\� DQG� JURZ-
ing economy within the town” per its 
ZHEVLWH�
$� �������� :DVWHZDWHU� 5HFODPD-

WLRQ� DQG� 5HFRYHU\� )DFLOLW\� ([SDQ-
VLRQ� ERQG� PDGH� XS� D� PDMRULW\� RI� D�
������������ LQFUHDVH� LQ� ZDVWHZDWHU�
UHYHQXH�� 5RDG� 	� %ULGJH� )XQG� UHY-
HQXHV� DOVR� H[FHHGHG� WKH� EXGJHW� DW�
�����GXH�WR�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�SRSXODWLRQ��
WUḊF� DQG� DVVRFLDWHG� WD[HV� ZKLFK�
SURYLGHG� DQ� DGGLWLRQDO� ���������� $�
6DOHV�7D[�&DSLWDO�,PSURYHPHQW�)XQG�
UHYHQXH�RYHUDJH�RI����������ZLOO�KHOS�
ZLWK� ODUJH� URDGZRUN�SURMHFWV�H[SHFW-
HG�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�WKUHH�WR�¿YH�\HDUV�
'LVFUHSDQFLHV� LQ� WKH� EXGJHW� ZHUH�

generally related to projects delayed 
WR�������LQFOXGLQJ�3HDUO�6WUHHW�GHYHO-
RSPHQW�� SUHVVXUH� V\VWHP� WUDQVLWLRQ��
DQG�WKH�0XHJJH�:HOO�6LWH�*UDQW��7KH�
WRZQ�UHFHLYHG�OHVV�UHYHQXH�IURP�SDVV-
SRUW� IHHV� WKDQ� H[SHFWHG� EHFDXVH� WKH�
VHUYLFH�ZDV�QRW�DYDLODEOH�XQWLO�$SULO��
however, interest in the service re-
PDLQV�FRQVLVWHQW�DQG������EURXJKW�D�
passport fee increase.

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION PROCLAMATION
7KH� 7RZQ� SURFODLPHG� $SULO� �����

&KLOG�$EXVH�3UHYHQWLRQ�0RQWK��ZKLOH�
DFNQRZOHGJLQJ� WKDW� FKLOG� DEXVH� DQG�
QHJOHFW� FDQ� FDXVH� ODVWLQJ� KDUP� WR� D�
SHUVRQ¶V� ZHOO�EHLQJ� DQG� VLJQL¿FDQWO\�
LQFUHDVH�WKH�ULVN�RI�IXWXUH�FKDOOHQJHV�
ZLWK� PHQWDO� KHDOWK�� VXEVWDQFH� XVH��
DQG� UHODWHG� V\VWHPLF� EDUULHUV� LP-

Church Directory

275 Ash Street, Bennett • 303-644-3044
www.corlcms.org

Come Worship
With Us!

9:00 A.M. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
10:00 A.M. Worship

275 Ash Street, Bennett
(303) 644-3044

Lutheran Church

Pastor Rev. Robert Koch

Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.

Missouri Synod

Come Worship
With Us!

9:00 A.M. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
10:00 A.M. Worship

275 Ash Street, Bennett
(303) 644-3044

Lutheran Church

Pastor Rev. Robert Koch

719-659-8848

2722 S. County Rd 173; Byers, CO
Sundays at 10:00 AM

In-person services every Sunday, but be sure to visit our
website and Facebook page for up to date information.

LivingSpringsCowboyChurchByers.org

MASS TIMES

• Tue,  Wed, Thur, Fri &
every 1st Saturday 8:30 am

• Saturday 5:00 pm
• Sunday 9:00 am 

11:30 am en español
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday 4:15-4:45 pm 
Sunday 8:15-8:45 am & 10:45-11:15 am

Or by Appointment
OFFICE CLOSED ON MONDAYS

Pastor: Fr. Jeff Wilborn
186 N. McDonnell St., Byers CO 80103

Parish: 303-822-5880, Hall: 303-822-5889
Sacramental Emergencies: 303-351-2551

www.ourladyoftheplains.org

Catholic Church

6HUYLQJ�&KULVW�DQG�+LV�FKLOGUHQ
RQ�WKH�+LJK�3ODLQV

6XQGD\�6HUYLFH������D�P�
$PHULFDQ�/HJLRQ�+DOO

������:HVWYLHZ�$YH���6WUDVEXUJ��&2
3OHDVH�YLVLW�RXU�ZHE�VLWH�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH…

Every Sunday:Every Sunday:
• Lauds at 10AM •

Strasburg American Legion
(56423 Westview Ave.)

Tuesday, 7PM:Tuesday, 7PM:
• Vespers & Study •

Saron Lutheran Church
(1656 Main St.)

Info: strasburgorthodox.org

Strasburg Orthodox MissionStrasburg Orthodox Mission

No ServiceNo Service
April 20April 20

• • Sunday Worship 10 a.m.Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Worship with us!
Sundays at 10 a.m.

In-person and online:
www.cornerstonebennett.com

303-644-3450   460 3rd St., Bennett

&KXUFKHV�DQG�RWKHU�QRQSURÀWV�
Please keep us informed of your

DFWLYLWLHV�IRU�SXEOLFLW\�DQG�FRYHUDJH�
— Douglas Claussen, Publisher & Editor

278 S. Sherman St., Byers 
303-822-9366 • mttaborbyers.org

    Sat., 6:00 p.m. ............................................ Saturday Service

Sun., 9:00 a.m. ...............................................Sunday School

Sun., 10-10:30 a.m. ..... Fellowship; 10:30 a.m. .... Church

Awana ................Tuesday, 5:15-7:15 p.m., Dinner served

II Timothy 2:24 The servant of the 
Lord must not strive; but be gentle 
unto all men.

Mt. Tabor
Baptist Church

HEMPHILL MS FROM PAGE 1

7KH�VWXGHQW�LQFLGHQW�LV�XQGHU�LQYHV-
WLJDWLRQ� E\� WKH� $GDPV� &RXQW\� 6KHU-
L̆¶V�2̇FH�

“Allegations were made and have 
WR�EH�ORRNHG�LQWR�´�WKH�VKHUL̆¶V�ṘFH�
VDLG��³3OXV��LQYROYLQJ�MXYHQLOHV��PDNHV�
LW�PRUH�GL̇FXOW��1R�QDPHV�RXW�WKHUH�
XQWLO�ZH�KDYH�WKH�IDFWV�´

The original incident report was not 
PDGH�SXEOLF�E\�WKH�VKHUL̆¶V�ṘFH�
2QH�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�VWD̆�PHPEHU�LQ-

FOXGHG� LQ� WKH� LQYHVWLJDWLRQ� VDLG� WKH\�
ZHUH�³EOLQGVLGHG´�E\�)ULGD\¶V�DFWLRQV��
³1R�H[SODQDWLRQ�ZK\�´�WKH\�VDLG�
:KLOH�D� WLPH� IUDPH�RQ� WKH� LQYHVWL-

JDWLRQ�LV�XQFHUWDLQ�LW�LV�OLNHO\�WKH�VXV-
SHQVLRQV�ZLOO�ODVW�WKURXJK�DW�OHDVW�WKH�
UHVW�RI�WKH�FXUUHQW�VFKRRO�\HDU�
7KH� VXVSHQGHG� VWD̆� PHPEHUV� DUH�

not allowed to speak with each other 
RU�WR�EH�RQ�FDPSXV�GXULQJ�WKH�LQYHVWL-
JDWLRQ��)RXU�RI�WKH�¿YH�KDYH�VWXGHQWV�
FXUUHQWO\�HQUROOHG�DW�6WUDVEXUJ�
³$V�D�GLVWULFW��ZH�DUH�XQDEOH�WR�GLV-

FXVV� RQJRLQJ� LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�´� %RQ-
JDUG�VDLG�LQ�UHSO\�WR�DQ�$SULO����LQTXL-
U\�IURP�7KH�,����6FRXW��³2XU�SULPDU\�
IRFXV� UHPDLQV� RQ� HQVXULQJ� WKDW� RXU�

VWXGHQWV� DQG� VWD̆� UHFHLYH� WKH� VXS-
port and attention they need to thrive 
in the remaining weeks of the school 
year. At this time, there are no vacan-
FLHV�WR�¿OO�DV�LW�UHODWHV�WR�WKH�LQYHVWLJD-
tion, and we have taken steps to en-
VXUH�FRQWLQXLW\�RI�RSHUDWLRQV�´
6KH�DGGHG�WKDW�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�PLG-

GOH� VFKRRO� VSULQJ� WUDFN� VFKHGXOH�ZLOO�
FRQWLQXH�DV�SODQQHG�
$W� WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI� ODVW�ZHHN��RWK-

HU� GLVWULFW� SHUVRQQHO� LVVXHV� ZHUH�
XQYHLOHG� DV� D� OLVW� RI� HPSOR\HHV� QRW�
UHWXUQLQJ� IRU� �������� HFOLSVHG� WKH�
���QDPH�PDUN��7KDW� OLVW�ZDV�SDUW�RI�
WKH� VFKRRO� ERDUG¶V� FRQVHQW� DJHQGD�
GXULQJ�LWV�$SULO���PHHWLQJ��7KH�ERDUG�
also approved the list of renewals for 
QH[W�VFKRRO�\HDU��ZKLFK�WRWDOHG�����²�
��� WHDFKHUV� DQG� RWKHU� FHUWL¿HG� VWD �̆
DQG� ��� FODVVL¿HG� HPSOR\HHV�� 7KH� UH-
QHZDOV�LQFOXGHG�WKUHH�RI�WKH�¿YH�VWD �̆
PHPEHUV�FXUUHQWO\�VXVSHQGHG�
%RQJDUG�VDLG�WKHUH�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�QR�

VSHFLDO�VFKRRO�ERDUG�JDWKHULQJV�VODWHG�
EHIRUH� LWV� UHJXODUO\� VFKHGXOHG� PHHW-
LQJ�DW���S�P���0RQGD\��0D\�����DW�WKH�
&HQWUDO�6HUYLFHV�%XLOGLQJ�

SDFWLQJ�ERWK�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�WKHLU�
FRPPXQLW\�� 7KH� SURFODPDWLRQ� DOVR�
HPSKDVL]HV�SURWHFWLYH�IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�
parental resilience, social connection, 
FRPPXQLW\�VXSSRUW�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�
7KH�SURFODPDWLRQ�UHFRJQL]HV�&$6$�

�&RXUW�$SSRLQWHG�6SHFLDO�$GYRFDWHV��
RI� $GDPV� DQG� %URRP¿HOG� &RXQWLHV��
IRU� HQVXULQJ� FKLOGUHQ� ZKR� KDYH� H[-
SHULHQFHG� DEXVH� DQG� QHJOHFW� KDYH� D�
YRLFH� LQ�FRXUW�DQG�DFFHVV� WR�UHVRXUF-
es they need to heal and thrive. A free 
/LJKW�RI�+RSH� OXQFKHRQ�DW� WKH�2PQL�
,QWHUORFNHQ� +RWHO� LQ� %URRP¿HOG� RQ�
$SULO���WK� LV�RSHQ�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�
IRU� WKRVH� ZKR� ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� HQJDJH�
ZLWK�&$6$�
7KH� FRPPXQLW\� FDQ� VKRZ� LWV� VXS-

SRUW�E\�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�PXWXDO�DLG�H̆RUWV�
WR�VXSSRUW�QHLJKERULQJ�SDUHQWV��ZHDU-
LQJ�EOXH��GLVSOD\LQJ�EOXH�ULEERQV��DQG�
planting pinwheels in their gardens.

OTHER BUSINESS
�� 7KH� ERDUG� DSSURYHG� FKDQJHV� WR�
WKH� 3DQGD� ([SUHVV� )LQDO� 'HYHO-
RSPHQW� 3ODQ� DIWHU� WKH� EXVLQHVV�
LGHQWL¿HG� ZDQWHG� DGMXVWPHQWV��
ZKLFK� LQFOXGH� DGGLQJ� D� VWUHHW�
light and widening the proposed 
GULYH� WKURXJK� ODQH� WR� DFFRPPR-
GDWH�ODUJHU�SLFNXS�WUXFNV�

• “Any plans to pave the rest of 
��WK� $YHQXH"´� DVNHG� %HQQHWW�
UHVLGHQW� 'DOH� 6WRQH� GXULQJ� SXE-
OLF� FRPPHQW�� ³1XPHURXV� WUXFNV�
RXW� WKHUH�� FHPHQW� WUXFNV�� JUDYHO�
WUXFNV�´� +H� DVNHG� ZKLFK� DJHQF\�
ZDV� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� WKH� XQSDYHG�
portion.

�� 7KH�QH[W�WRZQ�ERDUG�PHHWLQJ�ZLOO�
EH�KHOG�7XHVGD\��$SULO�����ZLWK�D�
VWXG\� VHVVLRQ� DW� ����� S�P�� DQG� D�
UHJXODU�PHHWLQJ�DW���S�P�

SUDOKU SOLUTION CROSSWORD SOLUTION
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ANYTHINK BENNETT LIBRARY
495 Seventh St.
(303)405-3231
anythinklibraries.org

Gaming Club: Kids ages 10 and up can 
play a variety of video and competi-
tive games after school. 3:30-6 p.m., 
Thursday, April 17.

The Bennett Movie Club: Adults will 
watch a classic movie followed by 
optional discussion. Voting for the next 
month’s movie will occur at the end 
of each program. Popcorn and candy 
provided. 1-4 p.m., Friday, April 18.

Yoga in the Stacks: Adults can prac-
tice poses that focus on alignment, 
stability and fl exibility with Bennett 
yoga instructor Scott Noble. Mats 
provided. All skill levels welcome. 
Space limited; registration required. 
Visit anythinklibraries.org to sign up. 
10:30-11:30 a.m., Saturday, April 19.

Art Supply Exchange: Adult artists and 
aspiring artists of the Corridor Cre-
ative Arts League will share and swap 
art supplies. 1:30-2 p.m., Saturday, 
April 19.

Artist meet-up: Adults can join the 
Corridor Creative Arts League for a 
presentation on the fundamentals of 
color theory and the benefi ts of lim-
ited palettes. The challenge will be to 
create a piece inspired by the circus 
or a carnival. 2-3:30 p.m., Saturday, 
April 19.

Adult book club: 6-7 p.m., Monday, 
April 21.

DIY Roll-On Perfume: Kids ages 7-14 
will create their own custom fragrance 
at the do-it-yourself class. They can 
choose from a wide range of essen-
tial oils and combine favorites into a 
roll on-perfume to take home. 4:30-6 
p.m., Wednesday, April 23.

Spa Day: Library fans of all ages can 
enjoy a relaxing staycation as they sip 
on refreshing cucumber water and 
listen to soothing music. Expert Is-
aura Cardenas will teach do-it-your-
self manicures, and participants can 
make their own scented bath salts or 
natural clay face mask. 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m., Saturday, April 26.

Cannabis for ailments, pain relief: 
Adults can learn about cannabis med-

icines from Leaf411, the nation’s fi rst 
cannabis nurse hotline and guidance 
service. During the presentation, a 
Leaf411 licensed professional will pro-
vide an overview of cannabis-based 
medicines.

The presentation is a valuable op-
portunity to learn more about the 
potential benefi ts of cannabis-based 
medicines and get questions an-
swered by a professional. Space lim-
ited; registration required. Visit any-
thinklibraries.org to sign up. 2-3 p.m., 
Saturday, April 26.

KELVER LIBRARY
585 Main St., Byers
(303)822-9392
www.arapahoelibraries.org

Toddler Play & Learn: Each Play & 
Learn session features a profession-
al, such as a child behavior specialist, 
music teacher, nutritionist, or speech 
therapist, to answer questions in an 
informal setting. Meanwhile, toddlers 
can explore their interests and play 
with peers. Play & Learn is planned 
from 10:30-11:30 a.m., Fridays, April 
18 and 25.

Little Makers Club: Children ages 0-5 
and their care-givers can drop in for 
Easter and spring-themed activities 
and take home a free goody bag to 
continue the learning at home. Crafts 
and toddler-friendly snacks provided. 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Friday, April 18.

Teen resume workshop: Teens ages 12-
18 can build their fi rst resume at this 
hands-on workshop, which will cover 
content, formatting, references and 
more. 3-4 p.m., Friday, April 18.

Book Buddies: Kids ages 5-8 will cel-
ebrate their favorite characters from 
“The Timekeeper” trilogy through art 
and games. No need to have read the 
book. 3:30-4:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 
22.

DAVIES LIBRARY
128 Second Ave., Deer Trail
(303)769-4310
www.arapahoelibraries.org

Adult book club: “Malibu Rising” 
by Taylor Jenkins Reid. 6-7 p.m., 
Monday, April 21.

LIBRARY NEWS

WE WILL BE OFFERING THE “CATALOGED” ITEMS VIA LIVE/WEBCAST AT APPROX 1 PM MT.  
ALL ITEMS PURCHASED VIA ONLINE/WEBCAST WILL BE ASSESSED A 7% BUYERS PREMIUM.  
THERE ARE NO FEES FOR ALL ON-SITE BIDDERS WHO ATTEND AND BID IN PERSON.

Offering Includes: 5-Stone Anniv Band, 14KT • ’17 Winnebago Travato 59G 
Touring Coach • ’13 Keystone Laredo 294 RK RV Trl • ’98 Int 3800 School Bus 
• Golf Cart • ’68 Ford 4000 Tractor w/West WL-21 Ldr • ’53 Ford NAA Golden 
Jubilee Tractor • Inl AI Tractor w/Belly Cult • ’49 IH McCormick Farmall C Trac-
tor • ’53 IH McCormick Farmall Super H Tractor • ’08 Dia T FB Trlr • ’05 PJ FB 
Trlr • ’95 Trav 2-Horse Trlr • ’99 MirroCraft Fish/Ski Boat • ’97 Polaris 500 ATV 
• 3-Pt Equip (blades, disk, plows, spreader) • Snap-On Tool Cabinets • Shop 
Equip & Tools • Horse Tack & Harness • Lawn & Garden • Tons of Other Misc

“We’ll Do Our Best For You”
2009 Colorado State Champion Auctioneer Steve Linnebur

Phone & Fax: 303-822-9298, Email: linneburauctions@hotmail.com, www.linneburauctions.com

SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2025 — 9:00 AMSATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2025 — 9:00 AM
670 S. Tenney St., Byers, CO

Sellers: Misc. Estates & ConsignorsSellers: Misc. Estates & Consignors

PUBLIC ESTATE/CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONPUBLIC ESTATE/CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Volume Discounts

$1.999

Gallon
500+

Limited Offer

GLOBAL
P R O PA N E

(303) 660-9290
Family Owned Business

FILL-UP SPECIALFILL-UP SPECIAL
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Arts & EntErtAinmEnt

SOLUTION ON PAGE 12

thE not-so Dusty PAgEs

toDAy in history

Today is Wednesday, April 16, 
the 106th day of 2025. There are 
259 days left in the year.

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT
On April 16, 2007, Seung-hui 

Cho, a 23-year-old Virginia Tech 
student, killed 32 people on the 
Virginia Tech campus before 
taking his own life. It remains 

the deadliest school history in 
US history.

ON THIS DATE
In 1945, a Soviet submarine 

in the Baltic Sea torpedoed the 
ship MV Goya, which Germany 
was using to transport civilian 
refugees and wounded soldiers. 
As many as 7,000 people died as 

the ship broke apart and sank 
minutes after being struck.

In 1963, the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. wrote his “Letter 
from Birmingham Jail” in which 
the civil rights activist respond-
ed to a group of local clergymen 
who had criticized him for lead-
ing street protests. King defend-
ed his tactics, writing, “Injustice 

anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.”
,Q� ������$SROOR� ��� EODVWHG� R �̆

for the moon with astronauts 
John Young, Charles Duke and 
Ken Mattingly on board.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS
Singer Bobby Vinton is 90. Bas-

ketball Hall of Famer Kareem Ab-

dul-Jabbar is 78. Football coach 
Bill Belichick is 73. Actor Ellen 
Barkin is 71. Singer Jimmy Os-
mond is 62. Actor Jon Cryer is 60. 
Actor-comedian Martin Lawrence 
is 60. Actor Peter Billingsley is 
54. Actor Lukas Haas is 49. Ac-
tor-singer Kelli O’Hara is 49. Rap-
per Chance the Rapper is 32.

— Associated Press

Mercurial Shape-Shifting 
Have you ever imagined another version 

RI�\RXUVHOI�WKDW�LV�VR�GL̆HUHQW�IURP�WKH�RQH�
you wear on the regular, it could very well 
be another person entirely? This person 
ORRNV��VRXQGV�DQG�DFWV�GL̆HUHQW��EXW�PRUH�
to the point, being this person makes the 
ZKROH�ZRUOG�IHHO�GL̆HUHQW��7KDW¶V�WKH�R̆HU-
LQJ�RI�WKLV�0HUFXU\�FKDQJH�WR�¿HU\�$ULHV�²�
an invite to invent yourself anew.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Regardless of 
the weather outside, you’re a force of na-
ture inside, buzzing with excitement about 
what you’ll whip up. Remember, a goal isn’t 
a goal until it has a deadline. Get clarity 
around your timeline and you’ll be golden.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Risking your 
heart might seem dangerous if you were 
fully aware of it, but life has a way of trick-
ing you into giving it freely. Only later do 
you realize that someone else is holding 
your most precious treasure.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). What you desire 
most might be the one thing you can’t have 
²�RU��\RX�could  have it, but deep down, you 
know it won’t be good for you or anyone 
else. This is one of those moments when 
resisting temptation is the wisest choice.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). As abundant as 
information may be, it is but a small mound 
RI� IDFWV� QH[W� WR� WKH� LQ¿QLW\� RI� XQNQRZQ�
things. The importance of continuous in-
quiry will be emphasized today. Practical 
answers bring a sense of satisfaction.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Today’s revelation: 
Things don’t have to be perfect to create 
incredible opportunities. In fact, the raw, 
messy, imperfect things often spark the 
most connection and growth. People don’t 
MXVW�ZDQW�SROLVKHG�²�WKH\�ZDQW�UHDO�

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). If you have an 
abundance of nerve to apply to your life, 
your stories will be glorious. However, if 
you don’t, you can still be the hero because 
you don’t need courage to do brave things 
²�\RX�MXVW�QHHG�WR�DFW�

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Boredom may be 
uncomfortable, but it’s also the spark be-
fore your next great, purposeful creation. 

Give yourself the time and space to be pro-
foundly bored. You’ll be amazed at what 
brilliant ideas rise from the emptiness.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Opinions and 
IHHOLQJV� JHW� SDVVHG� DURXQG� ²� VRPHWLPHV�
you inherit them, and sometimes you set 
them in motion. But what you feel now is 
yours alone, not borrowed or handed down. 
It’s an original invention, shaped by your 
own experience, for you and you alone.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). When we 
don’t agree but still need to interact, a 
bridge must be built, and in working to-
gether to create that bridge, real connec-
tion begins. Today sets the stage for build-
ing lasting, meaningful friendships based 
on true understanding, not surface-level 
niceties.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You can’t 
control anyone but yourself. You’ll realize 
some people are content staying the same, 
and that’s their journey. This week, your 
path is one of noticing where others are 
DQG�DFFHSWLQJ�WKDW��<RX¶OO�HYHQ�¿QG�D�ZD\�
of working with it or enjoying it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Today’s ex-
istential mood is brought on by the vast-
ness of the unknown. But you don’t have 
to know everything about your scene, the 
problem or the other people involved. You 
can move forward on nothing but instinct, 
which is on point right now.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). To honor your 
feelings is to let them move at their own 
SDFH�²� WKH\�ZLOO� DQ\ZD\��7KHUH¶V�QRWKLQJ�
you can do to rush emotions along, but you 
can certainly lift your resistance to them, 
DQG�WKH\�ZLOO�REH\�WKHLU�QDWXUDO�ÀRZ�

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (April. 16). The year 
brings a creative surge, fueling passions 
and powering breakthroughs. More high-
lights: Success comes from calculated 
risks, and your ability to pivot will turn 
challenges into triumphs. You’ll launch a 
project that surpasses expectations, and 
LW¶V�D�¿QDQFLDO�JDPH�FKDQJHU��3HUVRQDO�UH-
ODWLRQVKLSV�KLW�D�KLJK�QRWH�DV�\RX�¿QG�\RXU�
people. Sagittarius and Cancer adore you. 
Your lucky numbers are: 9, 40, 2, 14 and 6.

— Horoscopes by Holiday

horoscoPE

ANSWERS ON PAGE 12

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: DOCTOR’S ORDERS
ACROSS
1. Little Richard’s “____ Frutti”
6. Arrival time, acr.
9. Deity, in Sanskrit
13. ____-under, pl.
14. Lysergic acid diethylamide
15. Support person
16. Fictional professor Lupin’s first name
17. Snoop
18. Computer accessory
19. *Pill alternative
21. *Medical care
23. Use eyes
24. Slap on
25. Hot beverage amount
28. Tear down
30. *Tissue testing
35. Smell
37. Gardener’s storage
39. Shipping box
40. Eight furlongs
41. Subject matter
43. Square footage
44. Like some towelettes
46. Russian ruler, once
47. Pasturelands
48. Acted
50. Enthusiasm
52. “Silent Spring” subject
53. Popular PBS science show
55. Letters of distress
57. *Stitches
61. *Perpetual illness
65. Offer two cents
66. *____ Hot, pain relief patch
68. Branch of economics
69. Sega hedgehog
70. Bubble maker
71. Be of use
72. December stone
73. Born, in society pages
74. Rental agreement

DOWN
1. Rigid necklace
2. Eye’s middle layer
3. Short-term employee
4. *Hernia support
5. Surgeon General, in relation to 
warning on smoking
6. Other than what’s implied
7. *5 cc, for short
8. Adytum, pl.
9. Mendelsohn on “The New Look”
10. Cocoyam
11. Julia Louis-Dreyfus’ HBO role
12. Major employer
15. Pertaining to amoebae

20. Minimum
22. Busy airport
24. ____ blue ____, to Baby Beluga
25. French WWI battle site
26. Expression
27. *Disease once alleviated with iron lung
29. *Tdap/DTaP, e.g.
31. *Type of thermometer
32. Peeled and cut, as in pear
33. Lieu
34. Leavening agent
36. *Bed ____
38. Obsolescent phone feature
42. Violent collision
45. Hedgehog-like Madagascar native
49. Anonymous John
51. *Like 97 to 99 degrees
54. “Peace” with fingers (2 words)
56. Wine from Verona
57. Average
58. Fairytale’s second word?
59. Like Elton John’s Dancer
60. Type of operating system
61. Inflorescence
62. March Madness org.
63. Part of #2 Down
64. His was a merry old soul
67. Pool tool

20 YEARS AGO
APRIL 19, 2005

The Strasburg School Board met April 12 to hear the elemen-
tary reports, the junior and senior high reports, and to make 
personnel recommendations. 

Strasburg Elementary Principal Deborah Lemmer reported 
that the weather has been wreaking havoc with CSAP testing.

“CSAPs have been a nightmare,” she said.
Lemmer also said that the common writing rubrics the school 

has been utilizing for the past four years has been successful.
“Because we’ve been doing this for four years, we’re now able 

to get into it and really discuss it. We’re now at a place we feel 
we’re doing it. We’re really into it now. It’s part of us now,” she 
said.
7KH�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO�RXWOLQHV� WZR�VHSDUDWH� UXEULFV�²�RQH�

IRU�JUDGH�.���DQG�RQH�IRU�JUDGHV�����²�WKDW�SURYLGH�FRPPRQ�
language and expectation for students learning to write and 
teachers learning to grade.

The rubrics have helped the students improve their writing 
greatly, Lemmer said.
-XQLRU�DQG�6HQLRU�+LJK�6FKRRO�3ULQFLSDO�-H̆�5DVS�DGGUHVVHG�

KLV�H̆RUWV�WR�VKRUH�XS�WKH�ZHDNQHVV�LQ�WKH�FXUULFXOXP�
Rasp said that the curriculum is weak in the sciences and in 

social studies and that he has been working to address that.
 

15 YEARS AGO
APRIL 20, 2010
%(11(77�²�$Q�H[LVWLQJ�ERDUG�PHPEHU�DQG�WZR�QHZ�WUXVWHHV�

were sworn in and extended town hall hours were announced 
during the April 13 Bennett town board meeting.

Incumbent Kurt Eanes and planning commissioners Grider 
Lee and John Small all took the oath of trustee for four-year 

terms Tuesday. Eanes was the top vote-getter from the April 6 
election with 127 votes, while Lee and Small received 107 and 
99, respectively. Former Bennett mayor Alfred “Pete” Pedro 
was defeated with 70 votes.

Of the 1,008 registered voters in Bennett, 174 cast ballots.
Small and Lee replace term-limited Dave Dummar and Car-

ol Small.
“I would like to thank the board for sharing this opportunity 

to represent the town with me,” Carol Small said. “I’m going to 
miss all of you guys on Tuesday nights.”

“I would like thank the residents of Bennett for allowing me 
the opportunity to help them turn our town into a place where 
we all can enjoy life on the plaines. I’ve seen many changes 
take place; mainly good things,” said Dummar, also a former 
mayor.

With John Small and Lee both on the board, the number of 
Planning & Zoning vacancies grew to three, but Carol Small 
was appointed to the commission for a term expiring in 2012.

10 YEARS AGO
APRIL 21, 2015
675$6%85*�²� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� LQWURGXFLQJ� LWV�QHZ� VXSHU-

intendent April 15, the Strasburg School Board unanimously 
approved keeping next year’s graduation day on Sunday and 
heard a request for a stricter, zero-tolerant bullying policy.

Directors unanimously approved the 2015-16 contract for 
Monica Johnson, who will take over for outgoing Superinten-
dent Ed VanderTook July 6. Johnson has been superintendent 
at Kim since 2011.

Johnson was one 14 application for the position. Vander-
Took, who has led Strasburg Schools since July 2009, is re-
tiring. 
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CASP FROM PAGE 1

capacity, expand the type of opera-
tions.”

The campus itself will also require 
improvements.

“What additional areas do we need 
to develop. Plan for the future — a 
pre-development phase before en-
tering into a master development 
phase,” he said. “And that’s here and 
all around the space port.”

Among the most pressing obstacles 
is the development of additional wa-
ter resources.

“Do we look outside of Aurora for 
water?” Kloska asked, noting that 
CASP pays a 300% charge for water 
currently provided by the municipal-
ity. “What are our other potential wa-
ter options? That’s one of the things 
we have to look into.”

When asked last month about the 
poor conditions of roadways sur-
rounding the Adams County proper-
ty, Kloska again mentioned Aurora, 
which has jurisdiction of 48th Avenue 
and Imboden and Manila roads in the 
immediate area.

“We consistently hound Aurora,“ 
he said. “Hopefully we can be the 
squeaky wheel that can get greased.”

Improving current and developing 
additional infrastructure will not only 
benefi t CASP itself but is expected to 
expedite neighboring commercial de-
velopment, particularly intermodal 
hubs with national and international 
trade ties.

“No residential, strictly commercial 
and industrial. We don’t want to end 
up like Centennial or Boulder,” said 
Kloska, noting that Rocky Mountain 
Rail Park has already gone vertical 
with its fi rst building and that a lum-

ber processing facility is expected in 
the near future. “It’s not just talk any-
more, things are in process. We’ve 
even heard interest from Fortune 50 
companies.”

SPURRING YOUTH INTEREST
In addition to expanding opera-

tions, Kloska said eff orts are under-
way to spur interest in aviation and 
aerospace career paths, including an 
upcoming youth event at the space 
port campus.

“Basically a small research and de-
velopment project with kids,” said 
Kloska, referring to Go For Launch! 
Denver to be held April 26-27 on the 
space port campus. “Great opportuni-
ty to learn from astronauts and other 
aeronautical experts.” 

Students from eighth to 12th grades 
will spend time with aerospace pro-
fessionals and STEM experts working 
on hands-on projects that could liter-
ally be launched into space, with the 
International Space Station one pos-
sible destination.

According to event documentation, 
the education team will include Capt. 
Wendy Lawrence, a retired naval avi-
ator and NASA astronaut, and former 
NASA astronaut instructor Michelle 
Lucas.

Lucas founded and is CEO of the 
organization in charge of the Go For 
Launch! series.

Participants must attend both days 
of activities.

Registration costs $50 but fi nancial 
assistance is available on a case-by-
case basis.

To register or for more information, 
visit www.higherorbits.org.

L
ar

ry
 T

of
t

L
ar

ry
 T

of
t Larry C. Toft, 93, of Bennett, Colo., departed this earth 

on April 8, 2025. He was born on March 22, 1932, to 
Merle and Fred Toft in Bennett, Colo., and left us from 
his beloved farm in Bennett. Larry grew up on the farm 
northeast of Bennett on the Kiowa Creek, where he lived 
until his dying day.

He graduated from Bennett High School in 1950. Larry 
married the love of his life, Helen Riggs Toft, of Bennett 

on Aug. 9, 1953. He loved being on his farm. He loved cows about as much 
as his family. He loved farming, but not the break downs. He enjoyed reading 
documentaries and loved the newspaper. Dad loved attending Bennett School 
activities. He was a strong supporter of Bennett athletics and was ready to 
go to battle over the Bennett Tigers. Someone teased him at one time, by 
asking him if he bled orange when he was cut. He was the first to stand for 
the National Anthem and the Bennett School Song. He then became a big 
fan of the Hugo Pirates watching his grandsons play ball. Dad loved talking 
and visiting with everyone. The statement “he knew no stranger” very much 
applied to him. Larry loved America and what it stood for. He taught his 
family to always appreciate their rights and the people who fought to protect 
those rights.

Larry was on the Bennett School Board for 16 years with a majority of 
those years as president. He was a volunteer fireman for many years and was 
president of the Bennett Fire Board for eight years. Larry was president of 
the Bennett Community Club, president of the Colorado Milking Shorthorn 
Association, an officer of the Denver Milk Producers, and was the first 
president of the Bennett basketball youth league. Larry was at one time 
a member of the Masonic Lodge. He was instrumental in bringing in the 
Bennett Community Center. Larry survived the flood of 1935 with his other 
five siblings and was afraid of the Kiowa Creek up until his dying day. Larry 
loved milking cows, hard work, but he loved it. He loved cows period and 
never got over not having a cow on the farm. One of his saddest days was 
when all the cows left. He had had cows since before he was 5 years old.

Larry and Helen had three children: Douglas Toft, Stephanie Toft (Jeff) 
Wilson of Bennett, and Dale (Brenda) Toft of Hugo. They had seven 
grandchildren: Porter (Maria) Wilson of Bennett, Chase (Lynnae) Toft of 
Hugo, Dalton (Anna) Toft of Parker, Seth (Taylin) Toft of Granada, Brandi 
Wilson, Mason Toft of Bennett, and Alison (Jaedyn) Toft of Bennett. He is 
survived by four great grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. Larry 
has one sister, Rebecca Weber of Grand Island, Neb.

Larry is preceded in death by his precious granddaughter Brandi Wilson; 
son Doug Toft; parents Fred and Merle Toft; his siblings, Norman Toft, 
Howard Toft, Pete Toft, Barbara Toft Sherwin, and Charles Toft.

A funeral service is scheduled for 11 a.m., Wednesday, April 16, at 
Mountain View Fellowship, 1955 Headlight Road, Strasburg, with interment 
to follow at Mount View Cemetery, 3800 Highway 79, Bennett.

In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the Bennett Athletics 
Basketball program, Attn: Kristy Llanes, 610 7th St., Bennett, CO 80102, 
or a charity of your choice.



The I-70 Scout & ECN Classifieds • 17Wednesday, April 16, 2025

SERVICE DIRECTORY

ACCOUNTINGACCOUNTING

ACCOUNTINGAPPLIANCE REPAIR

ACCOUNTINGAUTOMOTIVE

ACCOUNTINGCHIROPRACTOR

ACCOUNTINGCOMPUTER/INTERNET

ACCOUNTINGCOMPUTER TECH

ACCOUNTINGCONCRETE

ACCOUNTINGDENTAL

ACCOUNTINGENGINEERING

ACCOUNTINGDUMPSTER RENTAL

ACCOUNTINGELECTRICIANS

ACCOUNTINGCONSTRUCTION

ACCOUNTINGAUTOMOTIVE ACCOUNTINGCONCRETE



Grothe Financial Services P.C.
(303)644-4600

Need QuickBooks Support?
Give us a call!

A+ Appliance A+ Appliance ServicesServices
Rods Appliance ServiceRods Appliance Service

Locally Owned Since 1995 Locally Owned Since 1995 

303-822-9868
303-809-4229

Five Star

Client Rated

www.rodscontracts.com

• Free Phone Quotes •• Free Phone Quotes •

• $20 Cash Discount •• $20 Cash Discount •

• Brand Name Parts •• Brand Name Parts •

• 2-Year Warranty •• 2-Year Warranty •

ClientClient

SatisfactionSatisfaction

&&

Low PriceLow Price

AssuranceAssurance

ASE Certified Technician
OIL CHANGE (CONV)

ALIGNMENTS
Tu-Fri 8am to 5:30pm

Sat. 9am to 3pm
56773 E. I-70 Frontage Rd.
Strasburg, CO. Nationwide Warranty!Nationwide Warranty!

303-622-4100

• Used & new tire sales

• Tire repairs • Oil changes

• Windshield Chip Repair • Car Wash

Monday-Friday:

8:00-5:00

Saturday &

Sunday: Closed

• Windshield Chip Repair • Car Wash

Purchase 4 Purchase 4 
new tires and  new tires and 
receive free receive free 
rotations & rotations & 

flat repairs for flat repairs for 
life of tire!life of tire!97 N Main St.

Byers, CO 

303-822-8333

StrasburgStrasburg

Auto PartsAuto Parts

Family owned and Family owned and 

operated for 50 years.operated for 50 years.

Mon - Fri 7:30am - 6pmMon - Fri 7:30am - 6pm

Sat 8am-5pm / Sun 8am-1pmSat 8am-5pm / Sun 8am-1pm

303-622-4211303-622-4211

1313 Monroe St. Strasburg, CO1313 Monroe St. Strasburg, CO

Thank you for your business! - Ed & CherylThank you for your business! - Ed & Cheryl

Claussen 
Chiropractic

1517 Main Street

Strasburg, CO

(303) 622-4200

FOR SALE
SUPER-FAST HIGH-SPEED

INTERNET
GUARANTEED TO BLOW YOUR

CURRENT INTERNET PROVIDER AWAY!
Price: Starting at just $29.95/mo

Seller: Bijou Telephone Co-op

Call 303-822-5400 
if you're ready for something better!

720-281-4990
carl@carlthecomputerguy.comcarl@carlthecomputerguy.com

• In-Home • Technical

Support

Wally’s
Concrete

Licensed & Insured

Residential & Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
ALL FLAT WORK

STAMPED CONCRETE

FOUNDATIONS

No Job Is
Too Small or Too Big

References Available

Call or Text Walter

720-998-5731
Locally Owned

wallysconcrete@gmail.com

Licensed & 
Insured
Free 

Estimates
36 Years Experience

Commercial & Residential
Foundation Walls,

Excavation,
Flatwork,

 Stamped Concrete,
Concrete Demo,

Hauling,
Recycled Asphalt Drives.

Bert Gagne
303-941-3991

gagnesconcrete@netecin.net

Outback Construction
720-202-1490

constructionoutback@gmail.com

Locally Owned & Operated

• Pole Barns • Metal Buildings
Metal Roofs • Gutters

• Snow Removal • Driveways •
Concrete • Excavation

We Supply All Buildings & Materials.

• Excavating

• Utilities

• Septic

• Hydrants

• Landscape

• Hardscape720-507-4076
info@crushexcavation.com

(303)877-2788
homeconstructionandrepair.com

New Construction, 

Remodeling,

Home Repairs, & More!

Fillings •Cleanings •Crowns
•Extractions •Emergency Services

•Root Canals •Whitening
Open Evenings and Weekends

In-Network for Almost All Insurances
!"!#$%%#&"&'

((()*+,-.-/.0*1/.23,)4*5
6'"78)79*3:.;7<=,7>?@A,7BC7D,--,AAC79E7'"B"6

LEO’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC

License #: 7422
Strasburg: 720-203-9955
Hugo: 719-743-2375

Leo Hurtado
Master Electrician/Owner

P.O. Box 325
Hugo, CO 80821

303.434.4560
Lic. & Insured - LIC# 5497

Panel Upgrades - Pole Barns
All Types of Wiring - Free Estimates

(303) 834-0431
Sam@guffeyelectricllc.com 
55955 E Kentucky Ave
Strasburg, CO 80136 
www.guffeyelectricllc.com

Commercial, Residential, Service
Licensed and Insured

DCHaulers.comDCHaulers.com

(720)606-3582(720)606-3582

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

 Reliable Excavation Services
 • Site Prep • Demolition & Debris Removal • 
• Trenching & Backfilling • Snow Removal •
• Well/Hydrant/Waterline Install & Repairs •

• Drainage Control/Driveways •

Jacob D. Hill Byers, CO  303-518-5161

ACCOUNTINGEXCAVATION

This Color SpaceThis Color Space
Just $19.50 Per WeekJust $19.50 Per Week

(303)622-9796(303)622-9796

ACCOUNTINGEYE CARE

Most Insurances Accepted
1506 Main St., Strasburg

720.405.2020; 2020EyeVenue.com
Locally Owned

• Routine Eye Exams
• Medical Eye Care

• Sunglasses
• Contact Lenses

New Office Hours
Monday, Thursday &  Friday:

8 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Tuesday & Wednesday:

8 a.m. — 6 p.m.
Saturday: Appt. Only

Tammy Linton
Accountant/Bookkeeper

303-907-5332

www.accountingsolutions-co.com

Focus on GROWING your business,

Trust your Accounting with ME!
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Landscape Installs • Gravel Driveways 
Irrigation Systems • Retaining Walls • 
Walk Ways & Patios  • Trenching & 

Excavation • Land Clearing •
Drainage Solutions • Freeze Hydrants

Family owned and operated with over 38 
years of industry experience.

www.canyoncreeklandscape.com

 Call us today for a free estimate. 
720-427-8430

SERVICE DIRECTORY

ACCOUNTINGFLOORING

ACCOUNTINGFUNERAL HOMES

ACCOUNTINGGARAGE DOORS

ACCOUNTINGHEATING & AC

ACCOUNTINGHEAVY EQUIPMENT

ACCOUNTINGHOUSECLEANING

ACCOUNTINGHYDRANTS

ACCOUNTINGINSULATION

ACCOUNTINGJUNK VEHICLES

ACCOUNTINGLANDSCAPING

ACCOUNTINGINSURANCE

ACCOUNTINGHORSE BOARDING

ACCOUNTINGLANDSCAPING MATERIAL

ACCOUNTINGLAWN & ACREAGE

ACCOUNTINGPAINTING

ACCOUNTINGPEST CONTROL

ACCOUNTINGPET BOARDING

Full-Service Flooring Company
• No-cost, no-obligation

in-home estimates;

• Samples brought to

home at time of estimate.

Sales, Installation & Repairs:
Carpet • Hardwood 

Laminate • Luxury Vinyl & 

Waterproof Floors

Sanding/finishing of
existing hardwood,

prefinished hardwood & 
hardwood stairs.

(303)667-0085

FUNERAL HOMES & MONUMENTS
Locally Owned and Operated

 56131 E. Colfax Ave. Strasburg, CO 80136

303-710-4221
www.lovefuneralhomes.com

Reasonable Pricing!
Local Business!
303-990-3715

Heating & Air Conditioning

Residential & Commercial

303303.622.24HR(2447)

USMechanicalCompany.com

24 Hour Service • Straightforward Pricing
Daikin 12 years parts & labor warranties*

Financing Options Available
Indoor Air Quality & Water Filtration

Free Estimates on Replacements / Installs
10100% Satisfaction Guarantee 

Serving Eastern Colorado for Over 30 Years

Sales/Service • Installation • Furnaces

Air Conditioning • Geo-Thermal • 

Fireplaces

FREE ESTIMATES 

on new or replacement systems

 plainsheating.com

303-622-2914

Comfort Guy Inc.
“Don’t get caught in the cold!

Schedule a precision 
tune-up for your 
heating system!”

303-644-5193Your Custom Comfort 
System Specialist www.comfortguyinc.com

Tractor and Equipment Repairs. 
Backhoes • Loaders • Trenchers
Pick up and delivery available!

303-622-4012

Kauffman Sales & Rentals DBA

M&J Ranch LLC, Strasburg
Drinking Post • Loaf Shed •
Stall w/run • Call for Pricing

Justine, 303/944-7894 or Matt, 719/271-0767
MandJRanchcolorado@gmail.com

• Maintenance Cleans
• Construction Cleans
• Move In / Move Out Cleaning
• Locally Staffed, Owned and Operated

303-803-5495

HYDRANTS
installed or replaced

303-865-4830

For all Your Commercial & 
Residential Insulation Needs:
• ATTIC Blow Insulation;

• Net Blow Walls;

• Wall Batts;

• Vinyl Insulation;

• Spray Foam; and

• Foam Fire Stop.

• New & Remodel Homes

We Give You an Affordable Price!
Affordable Insulation LLC

47327 Clover Ave.

Bennett, CO 80102

For English, (303)949-9751

Para Español, (303)437-0566
www.insulationindenverco.com

          facebook.com/affordable.insulation.73

                      Affordable Insulation Inc. Affordable Insulation Inc. 

Home — Farm & Ranch — Commercial
Strasburg Office — 970-522-1681

Renee Little
Renee@SonnenbergAgency.com

Integrity Insurance 
and Financial Services

Business • Home • Auto • Life • Health • Farm
Wills • Renters & Condo • Rental Property

(303) 644-4872
www.integrityinsagency.com

Contact Julie Lewis, integrityins@gmail.com

Go Green!
We recycle & pay
for your junk car, 

truck or SUV
CALL US FIRST
720-560-6763

Strasburg Rock Co.
Sales & Delivery

Recycled Asphalt

Road Base • Arena Sand

Fill Dirt • Top Soil • Mulch

Decorative Rock • Compost

Family Owned Since 2004

8255 Strasburg Road

Call for a FREE estimate
720-557-6529

SOUTHSIDE
TOTAL MAINTENANCE

SINCE 1990
•Lawn Mowing
•Sprinkler
 Repair
•Bush Trimming

•Aerate
•Small Acreage 
•Field Mowing
Look us up on 

303-644-5587

303-905-6659
303-905-6658

-PAUL-

We get rid of pests 
fast, safely, and 

affordably.
Guaranteed results!

Mice & General Pests

Pet Boarding
303-644-4322

www.TheFourLeggedInn.com

Bennett, CO

ACCOUNTINGFENCING

Remember us for all
your outdoor needs:

• Livestock Fencing • Pole 
Barns • Loafing Sheds 
• Deck & Patio Covers • 

Cattle Guard Fabrication 
& Install • Excavation 
(720)712-8828

www.coloradoeliteoutdoor.com
Where exquisite quality meets affordable pricing!

PRO CLASSIC 
PAINTING 
  303-880-7235

  CALL ERIC OR LINDA
   contactus@proclassicpainting.com

Chances are we painted one of your 
neighbor’s or friend’s home.

Landscaping • Lawn Care • Sprinkler Systems 
www.cuttingedgeagandturf.com 

(303)622-9540

ACCOUNTINGHEATING & AC

ACCOUNTINGHORSE CARE

Steve Schneiderman
Professional Farrier

720-530-6034
Now accepting clients!

❂ ❂ ❂❂ ❂ ❂
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"Caring for all of your pet, horse

and livestock needs along

the I-70 Corridor since 1947."

Monday — Friday, 8am-7pm;
Saturday, 8am-1pm

Mobile & Emergency Service

Reed Hanks, DVM

    Jodie Vetter, DVM              Alison Bush, DVM

    Mikayla Bonnett, DVM         MC Worthington, DVM

    Savannah Kennedy, DVM    Catherine Heyboer, DVM

SERVICE DIRECTORY

ACCOUNTING
PET CARE

ACCOUNTING
RECREATION

ACCOUNTING
ROOFING

ACCOUNTING
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

ACCOUNTING
STORAGE

ACCOUNTING
ROOFING

ACCOUNTING
SEPTIC

ACCOUNTING
PLUMBING

ACCOUNTING
REAL ESTATE

303-644-3379
www.livingspringsvet.com

As Seen On  Animal Planet

Offering Full Grooming Services

• Grooming available:
   Wednesday-Saturday
• Clean Facility
• All Breeds 
• Cat Grooming 
   Available
• Call For a Quote!

Your friendly neighborhoodYour friendly neighborhood

pet groomerspet groomers

820 Sharis Ct. Bennett, CO

LICENSED

Plumbing, Drain Cleaning, Water 

Heater Replacement, Video Sewer 

Inspection, Sewer & Drain Locating.

303-859-9126

New Construction • Water Heaters 

• Boilers • A/C • Drain Cleaning • 

Pumps • Gas Lines • Furnaces • 

Septic Tank License
State License: MP188016
Bennett License: CL-066

 Call Adam: (720) 327-9363
schat.adam1@gmail.com

Schat Plumbing

Courteous and prompt service!

       New construction• Remodels
              Water heaters • Gas lines 
Small drain cleaning • Hose repair 
Boiler repair • Well tank valves
       (Electronic and metal recycling)

Roofing & Gutters
Residential • Commercial

Asphalt Roofing • Metal Roofing • Flat Roofing 
TPO • EPDM •  A+ Rating w/BBB

719.775.8687  •  raazroofing.com

RAAZ Roofing & Construction, LLC

Farm • Residential • Commercial 
FREE ESTIMATES

www.arrowheadroofingllc.com 

(303)849-6202          
(303)994-5525

New Roofs • Re-Roofs      
Repairs • Coatings

3 Generations 
of Quality Roofing

WRIGHT BUILT
ROOFING & GUTTERS

Tile, Metal, Shingles, Shake 

5-inch seamless gutters

FREE ESTIMATES

LICENSED & INSURED

(303)822-8539  

CUMMINGS ROOFING CO.
31 Years Serving The Corridor!

Licensed and Insured
Steve Cummings

303-644-5500 • Cell: 303-594-8608

Shannon 
Roth

(303)822-6644
(303)883-9339

PO Box 9
Byers, CO 

Septic Tank Cleaning  
Locating and Inspections  
Pump Replacement and

Electrical Services

MOTORCYCLE   ATV   SXS   UTV   SNOWMOBILES
TRAILERS   GOLF CARTS   MOBILITY DEVICES 
LIGHTS & WIRING  ROLL CAGES  WELDING/FABRICATION

WE ARE MOBILE!
LAWN & GARDEN RENTALS DELIVERED TO YOU!

314 S. OWENS ST
BYERS CO 80103
720 365 7794
AVAILABLE 10 AM - 8 PM TUESDAY - SATURDAY 10AM - 8PM

Lawn mower and equipment
small engine repair.
Parts and Service!
303-622-4012

Kauffman Sales & Rentals DBA

Bennett, Colorado

PRO CLASSIC 
PAINTING 
  303-880-7235

  CALL ERIC OR LINDA
   contactus@proclassicpainting.com

Chances are we painted one of your 
neighbor’s or friend’s home.

Sauter Farm & Rabbitry
Pets & Meat

Northeast of Byers
(970)380-5588

ACCOUNTING
RABBITS

Lawn Sprinkler Systems • 
Landscaping • Drain Installation 

• Design, Installation, Repair 
• Activations & Blowouts • 
Fencing • Water Features • 

Retaining Walls • Patios

Request an appointment:
Office: (720)435-1495

www.watersolutionsco.com

ACCOUNTING
SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

FIRE UP THEM ADSFIRE UP THEM ADS
WITH COLOR!WITH COLOR!
CALL STEVENCALL STEVEN
RIGHT NOW! RIGHT NOW! 
(303)622-9796(303)622-9796

Lance Grothe, CPA, CFP®
Tax, Accounting
& Financial Services
690 E Colfax Ave, Bennett
303-644-4600

ACCOUNTING
TAXES

@FACEBOOK.COM/I70Scout

ACCOUNTING
VETERINARY

Caring and compassionate vet
 care for your livestock, horse and

furry four legged companions.

Mon, Tu, Th, Fri - 8 am to 6 pm
Sat 8 am to 2 pm; Closed Wed & Sun

550 E Colfax Ave unit A in Bennett

303-644-4MVP

Dr. Cassandra Durant, DVM
Massage, acupuncture, and

chiropractic treatment as well!

The Musketeers
Veterinary Practice
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Integrative, Affordable Health

Care & Chiropractic Care.

Mon. - Fri.:
7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Sunday: Closed

303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com
820 Sharis Ct., Bennett, CO

Dr. Jennifer Gochanour

Dr. Madi Levitsky

Dr. Maya Turner

Saturday: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Full service medical & surgical
practice specializing in family pets,
fine horses, livestock, and exotics.
Mobile, emergency & overnight

triage services available.

Full grooming

services available.

As seen on Animal Planet.

Spacious 2-bedroom apartment in Strasburg. 
Clean, comfortable ground fl oor, 2-bed-
room apartment with a large eat-in kitch-
en. On-site laundry facilities, off -street 
parking in a well-maintained building. 
(303)507-2945. 4/30c
Studio apartment in Strasburg. Clean, spa-
cious studio apartment in quiet building 
with a large closet and windows on 3 
sides. Off -street parking, on-site laundry 
facilities. (303)507-2945. 4/30c

ACCOUNTINGWATER DAMAGEWATER DAMAGE

ACCOUNTINGWINDOWS

ACCOUNTINGMISCELLANEOUS

R & M Tree Service
Tree & Shrub Trimming & Removal

• Insured • 15 years experience

(720) 601-2030

SELF

STORAGE

1401 County Road 153, Strasburg

State of the art security, video 
surveillance cameras, individual gate 

codes, on-site managers.
303-622-4142

THE DEER TRAIL SCHOOL

PLEASE FILL OUT AN ONLINE 
APPLICATION AT WEBSITE
WWW.DT26J.COM.

QUESTIONS? PLEASE CALL
HAYLEY WHITEHEAD

303-769-4421.

IS LOOKING TO FILL THE
FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

For 2025-26:

• MS Language Arts• MS Language Arts
• MS Science Teacher • MS Science Teacher 
• Elementary Teachers• Elementary Teachers
• Substitute Teachers• Substitute Teachers
• Substitute Cafeteria • Substitute Cafeteria 

WorkersWorkers

OFFICE FOR RENT
Approximately 400 sq. ft. Office with

reception/2nd office in front. Approximately

1850 sq. ft. warehouse with overhead door. 1 Bathroom. 

Yard space available. Nice! Located in commercial 

office/warehouse building in Strasburg.

303-361-9100 x 21

Now hiring General Laborers
$20 per hour to start.

No Experience required, just have a valid CO Driver’s license. 

We Pay for you to get your Class A CDL if you want

to move into a different position.

Paid Weekly with PTO accruing from Day 1.

Please call Josh at (720)690-3817

Apply in person at: 2300 Cavanaugh Rd., Watkins, CO 80137

www.diversifiedunderground.com

ACCOUNTINGSERVICESSERVICES

Chunky’s Towing
We buy junk cars

 and trucks!
720-560-6763
Se Habla Español

Top quality hay. Variety of types, 
sizes, prices. Barn stored.

Delivery available.
(303) 263-4328

Circle DL Ranch LLC

DAN & LORETTA BOSWELL               BYERS, CO

Bar Double J
Hay For Sale

• Alfalfa • Alfalfa/Grass • Cow Hay

Michelle Keenan (970)270-2035

J J
FOR RENTFOR RENT

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

720.427.8720

WWW.BLINDSNATION.COM

  • Shutters
  • Shades
  • Blinds

ACCOUNTINGWINDOW COVERINGS

AC-FARM & RANCHFARM & RANCH

Foreman/Heavy Equip. Operator Needed
• Competitive wages.
• Company vehicle.

Contact Bill, Kuhn Construction
(303)570-6104

Seeking Land Surveying Assistant

Call (303)549-7992 for details!

Looking for a young Looking for a young 
man, 15-18 years man, 15-18 years 
old, for part-time old, for part-time 
position during the  position during the  
school year and school year and 
over the summer.over the summer.

ACCOUNTINGVETERINARY

In-person full- or part-time speech lan-
guage pathologist or SLPA positions 
available for the 2025-2026 school year. 
Open to school internships; no contract 
agencies. Able to provide supervision for 
CFY hours. Join our dynamic, multidis-
ciplinary team of professionals for the 
2025-2026 school year. Complete assess-
ments, attend IEP meetings, provide di-
rect services and indirect services for stu-
dents in PreK-12th grades. Competitive 
salaries: SLP $53,615-$59,215 and SLPA 
BA $43,870-$49,470 based on a 186-day 
contract. Salaries given are based on a 
full-year contract. Salary commensurate 
upon experience. May also be eligible for 
loan forgiveness. Excellent benefi ts in-
cluding full health benefi ts and mileage 
reimbursement. For in-person provid-
ers there is fl exible scheduling with the 
opportunity to complete some work at 
home. To apply for this position, please 
visit our website ecboces.org and click on 
the “Jobs” page, click on the job you are 
interested in and then click on the green 
button “Apply Online” located at the bot-
tom of the job listing. Questions, contact 
Tracy at (719)775-2342, ext. 101. EOE. 
4/23

Hiring dishwasher. Apply in person at High 
Plains Diner, 100 Bennett Ave., Bennett.

Full-time special education paraprofessional
needed in our West Area Center-Based 
Learning Programs located in Strasburg. 
Competitive pay and benefi ts including 
individual health insurance. $16-$18/
hour depending on experience. To apply 
for this position, please visit our website 
ecboces.org and click on the “Jobs” page, 
click on the job you are interested in and 
then click on the green button “Apply 
Online” at the bottom of the job listing. 
Questions, contact Tracy at (719)775-
2342, ext. 101 or tracyg@ecboces.org. 
EOE. 4/23

ACCOUNTINGFOR SALEFOR SALE

Brand-new double bed with dark brown 
wooden headboard and footboard. Mod-
ern style. Frame included. $100 OBO. 
(720)618-7477. 4/23

AGATE
Thursday, April 17: Chicken chompers, 

baked beans.
Monday, April 21: Garden burger, 

chips.
Tuesday, April 22: Southwest queso 

with chicken.
Wednesday, April 23: Beef and macaro-

ni with dinner roll.
BENNETT

Thursday, April 17: Hamburger, Tater 
Tots, coleslaw.

Monday, April 21: Chicken nachos with 
Ranch-A-Boom sauce, peas.

Tuesday, April 22: Chicken fried steak, 
mashed potatoes, green beans.

Wednesday, April 23: Biscuits and gra-
vy, sausage, hash browns.
BYERS

Thursday, April 17: Scalloped potatoes 
and ham, 

April 18 & 21: No school.
Tuesday, April 22: Macaroni and 

cheese, roll, steamed carrots, peaches.
Wednesday, April 23: Hamburgers, 

French fries, spinach salad, grapes.
Thursday, April 24: Meatball sub, cole-

slaw, oranges.

STRASBURG
Thursday, April 17: Ramen, egg rolls, 

steamed vegetables.
Friday, April 18: Pretzels with cheese.
Tuesday, April 22: Salisbury steak, 

mashed potatoes and gravy.
Wednesday, April 23: Chicken tenders.

DEER TRAIL
Thursday, April 17: Corn dog, Sun 

Chips, green beans, fruit.

LUNCH MENUS

BRIGHTON — The 17th Judicial 
District Nominating Commission will 
meet on Monday, May 19, at the Ad-
ams County Justice Center to select 
nominees for appointment by the 
governor to the offi  ce of district judge 
for the 17th Judicial District.

The new seat opens July 1.
To be eligible, the applicant must be 

a qualifi ed elector of the 17th Judicial 
District at the time of investiture and 
must have been admitted to the prac-
tice of law in Colorado for fi ve years. 
The annual salary is $198,798. The 
initial term of offi  ce is a provisional 
term of two years; thereafter, the in-
cumbent district judge, if retained by 
the voters, has a term of six years.

Application forms are available 
from the offi  ce of the ex offi  cio chair 

New judge sought for 17th Judicial District
of the nominating commission, Jus-
tice Brian Boatright, 2 E. 14th Ave., 
Denver, and the offi  ce of Court Ex-
ecutive Patricia Kmitta at (303)654-
3205.  Applications are also available 
at www.coloradojudicial.gov.

The completed application must 
be e-mailed to judicial.applicants@
judicial.state.co.us no later than by 4 
p.m., Wednesday, May 7. Any person 
wishing to suggest a candidate may 
do so by letter to any member of the 
nominating commission with a copy 
to the ex offi  cio chair no later than 4 
p.m., Wednesday, April 30.

The Adams County Justice Center is 
located at 1100 Judicial Center Drive, 
Brighton.

The 17th Judicial District serves Ad-
ams and Broomfi eld counties.

SERVICE DIRECTORY CLASSIFIED ADS
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Classified ads

Now hiring General Laborers
$20 per hour to start.

No Experience required, just have a valid CO Driver’s license. 
We Pay for you to get your Class A CDL if you want

to move into a different position.
Paid Weekly with PTO accruing from Day 1.

Please call Josh at (720)690-3817

Apply in person at: 2300 Cavanaugh Rd., Watkins, CO 80137

ZZZ�GLYHUVL¿HGXQGHUJURXQG�FRP

Local Spring
Home Listings

432 3rd Avenue, Deer Trail

4 BR, 2BA; $209,995
112th Avenue, Strasburg

40+ acres land; $245,000
68 Bristol Lane, Johnstown

4BR, 4BA townhome; $380,000
1824 Asoka St., Strasburg

4 BR, 3 BA; $485,000
56459 23rd Pl., Strasburg

3BR, 2BA; $531,500
12842 Bellaire St., Thornton

4BR, 3BA; $550,000
935 Green Gables Cir., Bennett

4BR, 5BA; $799,000
52900 E. 88th Ave., Strasburg

5BR, 5BA, 40 acres; $1,250,000

Tania Stephens, Broker/OwnerTania Stephens, Broker/Owner
310 Colfax Ave., Bennett310 Colfax Ave., Bennett

O: (303) 644-4444; C: (303)726-7779 O: (303) 644-4444; C: (303)726-7779 

WELCOME TOWELCOME TO
the newest the newest 
member ofmember of

OUR TEAM.OUR TEAM.

Congratulations

ADRIAN CASTILLO MONGE

Real Estate Agent
720-717-3217

Se habla español!
Watch for new listings coming soon in

Bennett, Strasburg and Deer Trail!
Contact US for your showing!

www.LookEastRealty.net

Bar Double J
Hay For Sale

• Alfalfa • Alfalfa/Grass • Cow Hay

Michelle Keenan (970)270-2035

J J

ACCOUNTINGFREEFREE

Box Elder Creek Ranches
Ranch home on 5 acres.

Mountain Views, No HOA fees.
5 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage.

3270 total sq. ft. Walk out basement.
Barn and lean to. Electric fence and cross fenced.

Newer roof, gutters and ext. paint.
Easy access to I-70, E470 and DIA and shopping. A Must See.

47 AC W/ OLDER HOME 1 MI E OF AGATE47 AC W/ OLDER HOME 1 MI E OF AGATE
39660 CR 162, AGATE • CLOSE ACCESS TO I-70 AND SCHOOL • I-70 

FRONTAGE FOR BUSINESS ADVERTISING •
SELLER FINANCING • $349,000

Frank Linnebur, Broker
Colorado Land Realty

800 US Hwy 36, Byers, CO 80103
www.coloradolandrealty.com • Direct Line: 303-748-7028

HOMES & LAND

Free, free, free. Pick up of autos, farm 
equipment, batteries, all nonferrous met-
al types. Also available for a minimal fee, 
pick up of appliances, TVs, piles, etc. Call 
Blaine today at (303)819-7659. 4/16c

CENTENNIAL — Spring-like weath-
er has arrived, and the villainous myr-
tle spurge is lurking in the shadows.

Have no fear, because Arapahoe 
County Weed Control Specialist Rus-
sell Johnson has helpful tips on what 
to look for and safety precautions to 
save one from a trip to the emergency 
room.

“This is a highly invasive weed and 
it takes persistence to eradicate it,” 
Johnson said. “Take the necessary 
precautions when handling it, be-
cause the white sap can be quite irri-
tating to the skin.”

With snowmelt a thing of the past, 
the noxious weed is already active-
ly growing. Myrtle spurge is an in-
troduced ornamental from the same 
family as other noxious weeds like 
leafy spurge and cypress spurge. It is a 
“List A” noxious weed species that the 
state requires to be eradicated wher-
ever found. It may look harmless, but 
myrtle spurge is quite poisonous.

In Colorado, myrtle spurge is com-
monly found in landscape plantings 
DQG� ÀRZHU� JDUGHQV�� 0DWXUH� SODQWV�
grow to heights of 4-6 inches with 
clusters of small yellowish-green 
ÀRZHUV�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�SODQW��WV�WUL-

Myrtle spurge a scourge in E. Colo.

angle-shaped leaves are bluish-green 
LQ� FRORU��$�NH\� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�FKDUDF-
teristic of this plant is a milky white 
latex sap that oozes from any part that 
LV�EURNHQ�R̆�

Johnson said hand-pulling the 
weeds before the plants produce seeds 
LV�PRVW�H̆HFWLYH��$V�PXFK�RI�WKH�URRW�
system should be removed as possible 
and the process should be repeated 
over several years to fully eradicate 
the plant.

While handling the weed, gloves and 
sleeves should be worn as the white 
sap can cause skin rashes, blisters and 
swelling to the eyes, nose or mouth if 
it makes contact. Wash hands thor-
oughly after handling.

BURLINGTON — The Colorado 
Department of Agriculture has an-
nounced new license categories for 
pesticide applicators who put on re-
stricted-use pesticides.

Pesticide applicators who must re-
new or obtain licenses in these new 
categories can do so by registering 
with the state at metroinstitute.com.

The next step is to arrange for test-
ing at a proctored testing centers. 
Colorado testing sites are located 
LQ� %URRP¿HOG�� %XUOLQJWRQ�� &RUWH]��
Grand Junction, Lamar and Jules-
burg. Testing sites can be found at 
Metroinstitute.com.

New license categories include: 
structural fumigation, aerial pest 
control, government-sponsored pub-
lic health pest control, and three soil 
fumigation categories. The structural 
fumigation license (303) allows appli-
cators to apply fumigation to enclo-
sures including grain storage. Fumi-
gation licenses are required for both 
commercial and private pesticide ap-
plicators who want to fumigate grain 

CO ag dept adjusts pesticide categories
using restricted-use pesticides.

Aerial applicators have a new li-
cense category (114) that is required 
for the application of pesticides by 
¿[HG�RU�URWDU\�ZLQJHG�DLUFUDIW�DV�ZHOO�
as unmanned aerial aircraft (drones).

Government-sponsored public 
health pest control (110G) includes 
the application of restricted-use pes-
ticides in government-sponsored 
public health programs with medical 
importance.

Last, the soil fumigation categories 
include soil fumigation pest control 
(309A) and non-soil fumigation pest 
control (309B). Applicators who take 
the 309 exam will be licensed in both 
309 A and B. The 309A exam allows 
applicators to apply fumigants that 
control insects, weeds or diseases in 
soils. Category 309B allows appli-
cators to apply fumigants to control 
borrowing rodents, or prairie dogs.

These categories are administered 
by the Colorado Department of Agri-
culture. For more information, e-mail 
to pesticidesprogram@state.co.us.
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3/9/1949 - 4/5/2025
In Loving Memory of Steve Peacher, who was a devoted husband, loving father, cherished 

family member, and a true leader. Steve passed away surrounded by his loved ones, leaving 

behind a legacy of service and strength that will forever inspire those who knew him.

Steve dedicated 42 years to serving his country with honor and distinction. His bravery, 

commitment, and leadership earned him the respect and admiration of all who served alongside 

him. He was not only a protector of his nation but a mentor who shaped the lives of countless 

individuals through his guidance and wisdom.

Steve is survived by his loving wife of 30 years, Diane Peacher; children, Kim (Greg) Siemer, 

Becky (Juan) Jacobo, Dawn (Jon) Malaj, Debi Rief, and Brian (Dany) Peacher; 10 grandchildren; 

2 great grandchildren; sister, Debby (Chuck) Haynes; brother, Kevin (Maggie) Peacher; and 

numerous nieces and nephews.

Though words cannot fully capture the depth of loss we feel, Steve’s spirit will live on in the 

hearts of his family, friends, and all who were fortunate enough to know him. A memorial service 

will be held at a later date.

Saturday, April 19 • Deer Trail Town Hall • 555 2nd Ave., Deer Trail
Saturday, April 26 • Hudson Public Works Bldg. • 258 5th Ave., Hudson

Saturday, May 3 • Living Springs Vet Clinic • 820 Sharis Ct., Bennett

As seen on  AnimAl PlAnet

820 Sharis Ct. Bennett, CO • 303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com

Taking walk-ins from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
Discounted Pricing on Vaccines, 

Deworming, &  Heartworm Testing 
for Dogs, Cats & Horses.  

Full Grooming Services &
Pet Spa, (303)644-3337 

LICENSED

Spring Vaccine clinicSSpring Vaccine clinicSSpring Vaccine clinicS
CheaperCheaper
ThanThan
Chewy!Chewy!

PHOTOS BY STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Left to right, Rafiki narrators Idaaly Botello and Elijah Arnold speak before the iconic musical number “Circle of  Life,” during the Bennett Tiger Tones performance of  “The Lion King Kids” March 27; Lillie Filkin 

and Harley-Ann Lehmkuhl, as Mufasa and Young Simba, survey the Pridelands together; and Scar, played by Daleza Ibarra, holds a mouse during a cave speech.
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Winter on the ranch presents chal-
lenges and tasks that require much 
hard work and plenty of resilience. 
With the ground often frozen and cov-
ered in snow, ranchers brave the cold 
to care for livestock, ensuring animals 
have adequate food and water.

Whether spending the days with 
activities such as breaking ice on wa-
ter troughs, feeding hay to cattle, and 
preparing for the upcoming calving 
season, this lasagna will replenish 
your energy and prepare you to do it 
all again tomorrow.

Beef, cattle, and calves are Colora-
do’s top agricultural products, which 
means that our farmers, ranchers, 
feedlots and processors feed the 
world. 

Organizations like the Eastern 
Plains Cowbelles support Colorado’s 
strong, and vibrant cattle industry by 
educating and promoting the ranch-
ing and beef industries. They also 
support the small communities they 
live in by raising funds for families in 
need.

Hearty Beef Lasagna, shared by the 
Eastern Plains Cowbelles and the 
Loutzenhiser Ranch at Flagler, blends 
,WDOLDQ� WUDGLWLRQV� ZLWK� FRZER\� ÀDLU�
straight from the ranch, using many 
locally sourced ingredients.

INGREDIENTS
• 2 pounds Colorado Proud ground 

beef
• 2 tablespoon High Plains Spice 

Company Italian Seasoning
• 1 medium onion, diced
• 2 tablespoon garlic, minced
• 24-ounce jar of roasted garlic and 

herb marinara sauce
• 14-ounce can of diced tomatoes or 

one jar of Disanti Farms canned 
tomatoes
• 24 ounces mozzarella cheese, 

grated
• 1½ cups of cottage cheese
•�ò� FXS� SDUPHVDQ� FKHHVH�� ¿QHO\�

grated
• 1 box lasagna noodles
• fresh parsley, chopped
• salt, pepper, garlic salt

DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

PREPARE SAUCE
1. In a large skillet, brown the 

ground beef over medium heat.
2. Stir in the Italian seasoning, 

minced garlic, and diced onion.
3. Season to taste with salt, pepper 

and garlic salt.
4. Add the marinara sauce and diced 

tomatoes. Simmer the mixture for 
10 minutes, stirring occasionally.

ASSEMBLE LASAGNA
1. Begin by spreading a thin layer 

of the liquid portion of the meat 
sauce over the bottom of a 9- by 
13-inch deep baking dish.

2. Add layer of lasagna noodles.
3. Add layer of meat sauce.
4. Sprinkle layer of Parmesan cheese 

on top.
5. Add a generous layer of mozzarel-

la cheese.
6. Spread a layer of cottage cheese.
7. Repeat steps 2 through 6 until the 
GLVK�LV�IXOO��HQVXULQJ�WKDW�WKH�¿QDO�
layer is mozzarella cheese on the 
top.

BAKE
1. Cover baking dish with aluminum 

foil and bake at 350 degrees for 45 
minutes.

2. Remove cover and bake for ad-
ditional 15 minutes, allowing the 
cheese to become golden and bub-
bly.

Hearty Beef Lasagna

ChuCk Wagon

www.wolfcreekfresh.com • (720)288-0829 • mlarsen@wolfcreekfresh.com
Contact US for your Veggie Shares for ’25!Contact US for your Veggie Shares for ’25!

• Home • Auto •

• Farm • Crop •

• Life • Business•

303-622-4717 • Fax: 303-622-4716

www.wellerinsuranceagency.com

56770 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg, CO, 80136

Beach Juniors Training Program and Club starts Monday, April 28.
Adult Skills Clinics start Thursday,  May 1.

Youth Camp (ages 9-13) is Saturday, June 7.
Adult Coed 4x4  League starts Tuesday, June 3.
Adult Coed 6x6 League starts Thursday, June 5.

Tournaments all spring/summer long.

LOCATED AT LULU’S INN IN WATKINS,  CO

WATKINS VOLLEYBALL
Watkins Volleyball programming offers coed adult leagues, tournaments, 

and private training sessions for players of all levels.

VISIT
WWW.WATKINSVOLLEYBALL.COM

TO LEARN MORE

In the season of Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday right around the corner -

Holy Spirit Livin’
           …On the Corridor

For God, Family and Country

Wants to invite you to come view “The Passion of the Christ” with us.
$�0HO�*LEVRQ�¿OP�GHSLFWLQJ�WKH�¿QDO�KRXUV�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�

:KHWKHU�\RX�NQRZ�RI�WKH�VWRU\�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�DQG�SRUWLRQV�RI�+LV�SK\VLFDO�WLPH�KHUH�RQ�
WKLV�HDUWK�RU�\RX�VLPSO\�GR�QRW�NQRZ�PXFK�DERXW�+LP�±�all are welcome.

&RPPXQLRQ�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�RIIHUHG�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�PRYLH�IRU�WKRVH�WKDW�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�

Saturday, April 19th at 3 p.m���GRRUV�RSHQ�DW�������RU
 Saturday, April 19th at 7 p.m.��GRRUV�RSHQ�DW������

Seating is limited, so feel free to come early.

We are located at 1506 Main Street, Strasburg  
<RX�FDQ�HQWHU�HLWKHU�RQ�WKH�0DLQ�6WUHHW�HQWUDQFH�RU�WKH�&ROID[�HQWUDQFH�

�������������RU�\RX�FDQ�VHQG�XV�D�PHVVDJH�
RQ�RXU�)%�SDJH�LI�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�

This is a free event.
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in Aurora. Speaking at the bill sign-
ing, he added that the measure is “just 
the next step we have undertaken on 
WKDW�H̆RUW�´

Republicans and other opponents 
contend that the measure violates the 
Second Amendment, and at least one 
organization, Rocky Mountain Gun 
Owners, was considering a legal chal-
lenge.

The several layers of hurdles that 
the law requires to purchase these 
guns, and the accompanying costs 
and potential backlogs, make “it a 
PRUH�RU�OHVV�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�EDQ�´�VDLG�
Ian Escalante, executive director of 
the gun rights group.

Previous attempts at securing an 
all-out ban on certain semiautomatic 
guns, as has been done in deeply Dem-
ocratic states including New York and 

In New Mexico, police and prosecu-
WRUV�EDFNHG�DQ�H̆RUW�WR�RXWODZ�GHYLF-
es that convert pistols into machine 
guns. In Alabama, the governor made 
it a priority.

Lawmakers in both states — one led 
by Democrats, the other by Republi-
cans — responded this year with new 
laws making so-called Glock switches 
illegal.

At least half of U.S. states now have 
similar laws prohibiting the posses-
sion of such devices, a list that has 
grown over the past decade as law 
HQIRUFHPHQW�ṘFHUV�¿QG�PRUH�RI�WKH�
tiny yet powerful devices attached to 
guns.

States are mimicking federal law, 
which for decades has generally pro-
hibited machine guns and any parts 
that can make semiautomatic weap-
ons automatic.

WHAT DOES FEDERAL LAW SAY?
8�6��ODZ�GH¿QHV�D�PDFKLQH�JXQ�DV�D�

ZHDSRQ�WKDW�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�¿UHV�PRUH�
than one shot with a single pull of a 
WULJJHU�� 7KH� GH¿QLWLRQ� DOVR� LQFOXGHV�
any parts designed to convert a weap-
on into a machine gun.

Federal law prohibits possessing 
machine guns made after 1986, with 
some exceptions for law enforcement, 
the military, and certain licensed 
dealers. Nearly all conversion devic-
es are illegal because they were made 
more recently.

People convicted of possessing ma-
chine guns and conversion devices 
can face up to 10 years in prison.

WHAT IS A GLOCK SWITCH?
A Glock switch is one type of a ma-

chine gun conversion device. The 
metal or plastic piece, about the size 
of a coin, attaches to the back of Glock 
pistol, a brand that is popular with 
both police and criminals. The switch 
interferes with a gun’s internal trigger 
FRPSRQHQWV� VR� WKDW� LW� ¿UHV� FRQWLQX-
ously when the trigger is pulled and 

Half of states ban devices that turn pistols into machine guns
have broadened an existing ban on 
³WULJJHU�DFWLYDWRUV´�WR�FRYHU�DGGLWLRQ-
DO�GHYLFHV�WKDW�LQFUHDVH�¿ULQJ�UDWHV�RI�
semiautomatic weapons.

WHAT DO GUN CONTROL ADVOCATES WANT?
Groups such as Everytown for Gun 

Safety say state laws provide a some-
times easier alternative to federal 
prosecution for possessing Glock 
switches.

But they want to go further.
Everytown for Gun Safety is back-

ing legislation in California, Maryland 
and New York that would make it ille-
gal to sell pistols that could be trans-
formed into machine guns.

“That really puts the pressure where 
it belongs — on the manufactures that 
DUH� PDNLQJ� PRQH\� R̆� RI� JXQV� WKDW�
they know can be readily turned into 
PDFKLQH�JXQV�´�VDLG�1LFN�6XSOLQD��VH-
nior vice president for law and policy 
at Everytown for Gun Safety.

Several cities and states including 
Baltimore, Chicago, Minnesota and 
New Jersey have sued Glock for mak-
ing pistols that can be converted by 
others to automatic weapons.

WHAT DO GUN-RIGHTS GROUPS SAY?
7KH� 1DWLRQDO� 5LÀH� $VVRFLDWLRQ�

notes U.S. attorneys already can pros-
ecute people for misusing gun con-
version devices without the need for 
state laws.

Gun Owners of America, another 
gun-rights group, contends people 
should have a Second Amendment 
right to own machine guns. State laws 
against machine gun conversation de-
YLFHV�DUH�³GXSOLFDWLYH´�DQG�³SXUH�YLU-
WXH� VLJQDOLQJ�´� VDLG� $LGDQ� -RKQVWRQ��
IHGHUDO�D̆DLUV�GLUHFWRU�IRU�*XQ�2ZQ-
ers of America.
+H�VDLG�JXQV�FRQYHUWHG�WR�¿UH�DXWR-

matically can have practical uses like 
eliminating large groups of feral hogs 
that are destroying land.

“Just because you put that on your 
¿UHDUP�GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ� WKDW� \RX� DUH� D�
violent criminal or that you necessar-
LO\�DUH�D�GDQJHURXV�SHUVRQ�´�-RKQVWRQ�
said.

by David A. Lieb
 Associated Press

ALEX BRANDON/AP Photo

A semi-automatic pistol with a conversion device installed making it fully automatic is fired as four emp-
ty shell casings fly out of  the weapon in 2023 at the Bureau of  Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives 
National Services Center in Martinsburg, W.Va.

held.
$� JXQ� RXW¿WWHG� ZLWK� D� VZLWFK� FDQ�

¿UH�GR]HQV�RI�EXOOHWV�LQ�PHUH�VHFRQGV��
similar to a factory-made machine 
gun.

Other brands of pistols that mimic 
Glocks also can be converted to ma-
chine guns. So can some semiauto-
PDWLF� ULÀHV��6XFK�FRQYHUVLRQ�GHYLFHV�
also are referred to as auto sears, se-
lector switches or chips.

WHAT DOES THE DATA INDICATE?
The use of auto sears spiked in the 

past decade, partly because they can 
be made inexpensively with 3D print-
ers.

From 2012-16, just 814 machine 
gun conversion parts were taken into 
custody by the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms & Explosives. That 
swelled to 5,454 from 2017-21.

In January, former President Joe 
Biden’s administration said 12,360 
suspected machine gun conversion 
devices had been recovered in the 
United States and submitted to the 
ATF during a roughly 34-month peri-
od ending in October 2024.

Five states including Florida, Illi-
nois, Texas, Montana and North Da-

kota accounted for nearly half that 
total.

WHAT HAVE STATES BEEN DOING?
Alabama is the latest state to out-

law Glock switches. A law signed this 
month by Republican Gov. Kay Ivey 
makes possessing parts designed to 
convert pistols into machine guns a 
felony punishable by up to 10 years in 
prison.

The bipartisan push in Alabama 
came after police said they believed 
conversion devices had been used in 
fatal shootings, including one in Sep-
tember that killed four and injured 17 
people outside a Birmingham lounge.

Democratic New Mexico Gov. Mi-
chelle Lujan Grisham signed a law 
in February making possession of a 
weapon conversion device a felony 
punishable by up to three years in 
prison.

Similar legislation recently passed 
the New Jersey General Assembly and 
now heads to the Senate. Bills also are 
pending in other states.

Republican Virginia Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin signed a law last year mak-
ing auto sears illegal. But Youngkin 
recently vetoed legislation that would 

&DOLIRUQLD��ÀRXQGHUHG�LQ�PRUH�SXUSOH�
Colorado where many, including the 
governor, have something of a liber-
tarian streak.

“I really think this bill will make Col-
orado communities safer and prevent 
both accidents as well as reduce gun 
violence, and ultimately that means 
saving lives while protecting our Sec-
RQG�$PHQGPHQW�ULJKWV�´�3ROLV�VDLG�

The proposal was watered down 
IURP�D�ÀDW�EDQ�RQ�VDOH�RI�PRVW�VHPL-
automatics with detachable maga-
]LQHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� ULÀHV� DQG� VRPH� SLV-
tols. Proponents argued that allowing 
only permanently attached magazines 
would force a would-be shooter to re-
load bullet by bullet.
7KH�¿QDO�ELOO�DV�VLJQHG�LV�D�FRQFHV-

sion to Polis and other Democrats 
wary of going too far.

GUN LAW FROM PAGE 1

Cell (303) 478-7872
         (303) 775-2035

20- & 30-YARD TRASH ROLL-OFFS
Residential & Commercial

Serving Strasburg
and the I-70 Corridor

303-622-9499
D&D WATER SERVICE

Published in The I-70 Scout on Wednesday, April 16, 2025 and Eastern Colorado News on Friday, April 18, 2025.

/s/ Kagen Kitzman  
'HVLJQDWHG��(OHFWLRQ�2I¿FLDO


