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New Bennett School SRO cost? $250K
BENNETT — As the Bennett School 

District continues to work on its tran-
sition of a school resource offi  cer from 
Adams to Arapahoe County, schools in 
the community remain well prepared 
if they should need to lock down.

That was the message from Bennett 
Superintendent Robin Purdy during 
the Feb. 26 school board meeting.

SAFETY IS THE TOP PRIORITY
The district partnered with local law 

enforcement, including the Arapahoe 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce and the Colo-
rado State Patrol, to complete a suc-

cessful lock-down drill with staff  and 
students in February.

“Feedback from law enforcement 
was pretty positive, they praised how 
quickly our staff  reacted and how 
smoothly the buildings were secured 
and locked down,” Purdy said. “They 
were very impressed.”

The drill was the fi rst with the Arap-

ahoe County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce partici-
pating as the school safety contractor. 
The Adams County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce  
was the previous SRO contractor but 
that changed when the town of Ben-
nett shifted its law enforcement ser-
vices contract last year.
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BYERS — Arapahoe County 
is creating a master plan for 
the Bijou Basin Open Space, 
and offi  cials are gathering 
community feedback on three 
draft plans. 

Bijou Basin Open Space 
consists of 3,012 acres locat-
ed about fi ve miles south of 
Byers at the junction of Quin-
cy Avenue (CR30) and Brad-
bury Road (CR173). It is part 
of a larger mass of more than 
15,500 acres of protected 
land in the West Bijou Creek 
area. This area includes the 
county’s 939-acre Mule Gulch 
Open Space; a 1,470-acre 
conservation easement held 
by the Colorado Cattleman’s 
Agricultural Land Trust; and 
several privately owned prop-
erties protected by conserva-
tion easements.

The Bijou Basin property is 
currently closed to the public 
and is being used for cattle 
grazing and dry land farm-
ing. Upon the conclusion of 
the master planning process, 
a portion of it will be open for 
passive recreation use such 
as hiking and wildlife view-
ing and, as the Bijou Basin 
website states, people “will be 
able to explore acres of roll-
ing hills tucked into the heart 
of the basin, featuring short 
grass prairie and wildfl owers 
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Bijou Basin Vicinity Map
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Tim Hasenbalg of  Byers places a sticky dot on a chart, indicating his preference for the high recreation design concept. 
Participants in the Kelver Library open house were leaning toward the high recreation option at the mid-point of  the event.

SUBMITTED GRAPHIC

This map of  the Bijou Basin presents its location in relation to I-70 Corridor communities — south of  Byers and west of  
Deer Trail.

Public participates in Bijou Basin Open Space plans
as well as cottonwoods and 
other native growth along the 
winding creek bed of West Bi-
jou Creek.” 

Community engagement for 
the Bijou Basin Open Space 
Master Plan began in early 
summer 2024 and includ-
ed the rollout of the project 
website, key stakeholder out-
reach including direct letters 
and phone calls with imme-
diate neighbors, interactive 
engagement events in east-
ern Arapahoe County, and an 
online survey. That feedback 
resulted in the development 
of three preliminary design 
alternatives for the public to 
weigh in on during the second 
round of public input now un-
derway.

A well-attended public 
open house was held at Kel-
ver Library in Byers March 
6. A virtual public meeting 
will run from 5:30-6:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, March 12, and 
the online survey is open 
through Sunday, March 16.

Following the fi nal round 
of input, the design will be 
refi ned. The fi nal master 
plan will be presented at the 
Arapahoe County Fair this 
summer and will go before 
the Open Space & Trails Ad-
visory Board and the Board 
of County Commissioners for 
adoption.
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Arapahoe County Natural Resource & Agriculture Specialist Sam Bahl explains a 
chart showing what visitors to Bijou Basin might experience. 
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