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BENNETT — Even on 
the heels of a disappointing 
and decisive defeat in the 
recently concluded 2023 
election, Bennett School 
District officials appeared 
prime to bring another con-
struction funding question 
to voters next year.

“We’ve already been told 
to expect another bond 
issue next year,” report-
ed District Accountability 
Committee member Sandy 
Kane at the Nov. 30 school 
board meeting. “Things 
have already started for 

what the next steps will be.” 
According to Kane, that 

was the message from Su-
perintendent Robin Purdy 
during the DAC’s most re-
cent meeting, which fol-
lowed the returns from 
Election Day Nov 7.

As 60% of the board was 
replaced by new members 
last Thursday, the three 
outgoing directors all stated 
their disappointment in the 
final tallies for the proposed 
$80 million bond question 
that failed 63% to 37%.

“It seems to me there’s 
1,034 people that we should 
be expecting to run for this 
board the next time around,” 
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Incoming Bennett School Board members Brennan Westendorf, Darvin Har-
rell and Alyssa Pae take the oath of  office Nov. 30.

BENNETT — The town of Ben-
nett’s sales tax revenue, while still 
increasing quarterly, is current-
ly trending below the town’s 3% 
growth projections.

The Bennett Board of Trustees 

Bennett sales tax revenue growth rate slows in 2023
heard a third-quarter budget sum-
mary status report in a Nov. 28 
study session.

Finance Director Danette Ruval-
caba reviewed revenues and expen-
ditures in all funds and noted how 
each number stacked up against 
the expected benchmark of 75% of 
the 2023 budget.

by Kathy Smiley
 Staff  Writer

RICHARD SOUTHARD/For The Scout

Santa Claus poses for a photo with Jakob, left, and an unhappy Charlotte Heit-
man at Breakfast with Santa at the Bennett Community Center Dec. 2.

said eight-year board mem-
ber and term-limited Nan-
cy Barden, noting an early 
number of district residents 
who voted against Issue 5A 
before the final vote certifi-
cation was announced Nov. 
28. “Especially since they 
think they know more than 
the others of us that have 
served on this board.”

“We tried to instill in the 
people of the community 
the urgency, necessity of 
more room. This isn’t a wish 
of mine but a goal for all our 
kids. It is going to impact 
our kids,” added Dennis

SEE BENNETT BOE
PAGE 2

“This report is an integral part of 
the budget process,” she said. “It 
provides transparency to the town’s 
budget and finances.”

The slowdown in sales tax reve-
nue was somewhat surprising, but 
not concerning, Ruvalcaba added.

“2023 sales tax revenue projec-
tions were based on a conserva-

tive estimate of a 3% increase over 
2022,” she told the board. “At this 
time sales tax is trending slightly 
behind budgeted revenues.”

Ruvalcaba said that both January 
and February 2023 sales tax num-
bers exceeded budget estimates

SEE BENNETT SALES TAX
PAGE 20

BYERS — Evergreen wreaths will be 
laid on the final resting places of veterans 
in Byers Cemetery this month through a 
project by the local chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution (DAR).

The Strasburg-based Silver Spike DAR 
Chapter successfully registered Byers 
Cemetery with Wreaths Across America, 

Wreaths will honor vets in Byers Cemetery
a nonprofit organization that distributes 
wreaths to military and other cemeter-
ies across the United States. This year 
wreaths throughout the country will be 
simultaneously placed on Saturday, Dec. 
16, in ceremonies at each cemetery — 10 
a.m. at Byers.

Silver Spike Chapter historian/librar-
ian Holly Kaye, who spearheaded the

SEE WREATHS
PAGE 10

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The plot of  Charles Raymond Franks, who served in the Air Force in Korea, was covered with weeds before DAR 
Silver Spike Chapter members cleaned it up in October.

by Kathy Smiley
 Staff  Writer

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor

Good Luck Corridor Cheerleaders!
See State Spirit Preview on Pages 12-13
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PHOTOS BY STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Outgoing Bennett School Board members Nancy Barden, left photo, James DuBois and Dennis Smialek pose with framed photos they received as gifts of  appreciation — Bennett’s original school-

house for Barden; his daughter and two sons wrestling for DuBois; and himself  cutting wheat in his combine for Smialek. Kyle Meyer, right, was named new board president.

BENNETT BOE FROM PAGE 1

Smialek, who did not win his bid for re-election 
to the board after a four-year term. “The chal-
lenge is going to be getting kids into the district 
without the necessary space. The new board is 
going to have some tough decisions.”

Smialek added that recent Bennett School 
boards have not spent frivolously and have been 
constrained by the funding processes for school 
buildings. He also said that a state funding num-
ber disseminated by bond issue opposition is in-
correct.

“We are not getting $32 million for each of 
the next three years or any years,” Smialek said. 
“If that was the case we wouldn’t have needed a 
bond issue and we would have gone out already 
start digging a hole. From the new part of the 
community, we don’t have buy-in for the school 
district like we should have. Also, school build-
ings are built from bond money and not general 
fund dollars.”

The $32 million figure appears to be the result 
of an incorrect calculation that used “18,000 
additional students,” which would make Ben-
nett similar in size to districts like Brighton or 
District 51, which entails 46 schools throughout 
Mesa County, including all of Grand Junction 
and Palisade.

 Opposition to the bond question included 
Colorado House District 56 Rep. Rod Bocken-
feld, R-Watkins, and constituents, who said that 
the ballot request failed well before the extra 
$32 million was bandied.

“The problem is not the ask, it is how they are 
financing it. It is being done on the backs of the 
people already living here to pay for people in 
the future who want to live here,” Bockenfeld 
said. “It also shoves older people out of their 
homes causing high Medicaid expenses at the 
state and federal level. Lastly, it hinders young 
folks from getting a starter home by raising their 
income rations to qualify for a mortgage.

“Just a pretty stupid time to make this kind 
of request as some people are looking at 40%, 

maybe more, in their property taxes.”
Bockenfeld also questioned whether the re-

quest needed to be as large as it was.
“[This] was their desire for a new school and 

not their need,” he told The I-70 Scout of the 
school district’s request. “Remember there are 
differences between needs, wants and desires.”

According to final canvasses of votes, the $80 
million question to expand the Bennett School 
campus, including a new high school on the west 
edge of town, failed 1,558 against to 910 in favor. 

What a bond question might look like next 
year is uncertain but this year’s ballot question 
asked for $30 million more than a similar ballot 
initiative in 2022.

DIRECTOR TURNOVER
Barden, Smialek and outgoing board presi-

dent James DuBois were replaced by new di-
rectors Alyssa Pae, Darvin Harrell and Brennan 
Westendorf, who all defeated Smialek in the 
four-person race for three four-year terms.

During officer elections, Kyle Meyer was 
named the new board president, while Harrell 
will take over as vice president, Andrew Thorn-
ton as secretary and Westendorf as treasurer. 
Pae was approved as the district representative 
to both the DAC and East Central BOCES, while 
Thornton will be the board’s legislative liaison 
with the Colorado Association of School Boards.

During their last speeches, all three outgoing 
board members were thankful for their time on 
the board and their interaction with students, 
staff and administration.

“It’s all about the kids. This is why we do what 
we do on this board,” said an emotional DuBois 
as he held a framed picture of his three kids from 
their time at the state wrestling tournament, in-
cluding oldest son Cody, who was a two-time 
state champion. “It’s all about these guys here 
and everyone else’s kids that have gone through 
Bennett and are going to go through here.

“To our staff, we didn’t get you everything you 

needed, but we gave you what we could.”
Barden, a Bennett native and alum, was all 

tears when presented a framed picture of the 
original Bennett schoolhouse, but she still ad-
vised the new board members on two points.

“Children have to be the first priority and, 
please remember, you have only one employee,” 
she said, referring to Purdy. “Over the last eight 
years, we did approve pay increases for staff, 
the masking issue with COVID was tough, and 
I’m super proud of that intermediate building. 
It’s been an honor and privilege to serve on this 
board.”

Smialek, holding an outgoing gift of a framed 
picture of him in a combine, said new board 
members should be able to clearly answer one 
question — “Is this place going to be any better 
when I leave?”

Smialek also cleared the air about rumors that 
the district’s purchase of land a couple years ago 
for the proposed new high school campus di-
rectly benefitted him or immediate family.

“We did not buy the 75 acres from me nor was 
it for $10 million,” he said. “Pretty low overall, 
“1.2-1.3 million.”

Before the three outgoing members left the di-
rectors’ table for the final time, Purdy thanked 
them for their years of service.

“They were all instrumental in rising staff sal-
aries. Eight years ago, which is when I started 
here, beginning teachers salaries were just over 
$33,000,” she said. “They’ve been raised about 
40% just over the past four years alone, and 
that’s been in a state that hasn’t fully funded 
schools since 2008.”

Purdy also noted that the board navigated the 
tough waters of COVID and the dilemma over 
masks and that additional educational opportu-
nities have sprouted in recent years.

The new board agreed to keep the regular 
meeting schedule at 6 p.m. on the third Thurs-
day of the month but, for December, the meeting 
has been moved up to 6 p.m., Monday, Dec. 11.

The One Stop Corridor Stop for Your Get-Together & Outdoor Recreation Needs!The One Stop Corridor Stop for Your Get-Together & Outdoor Recreation Needs!
Shooting Bench USAShooting Bench USA

Strasburg, CO 80136; (877)812-2111 • shootingbenchusa.comStrasburg, CO 80136; (877)812-2111 • shootingbenchusa.com

P.O. BOX 965 Strasburg, CO 80136 • Phone (303)622-6777P.O. BOX 965 Strasburg, CO 80136 • Phone (303)622-6777
www.blueskypartyrentals.com; blueskypartyrentals1@gmail.comwww.blueskypartyrentals.com; blueskypartyrentals1@gmail.com

Graduations, Weddings & Special Events
BLUESKY PARTY RENTALS

Need a reliable, portable platform for target practice 
or field hunting? The Shooting Bench offers a stable, 
comfortable surface for right or left hand shooters.
• Build: lightweight aluminum.
• Weather Resistant: rust, corrosion. 
• Weight: app. 58 pounds.
• Dimensions: 50”W x 50”D x 32”H.
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LITTLETON — Arapahoe County 
is proposing a 30 percent increase 
in building permit fees to keep up 
with the increased cost of land de-
velopment services and to stay in 
line with the fees of neighboring ju-
risdictions.

Increased fees will help the coun-
ty provide planning, engineering, 
permitting, plan review, and in-
spections services.

The county last increased its 
building fees in 2021. An analysis 
of the current fee schedule showed 
that Arapahoe County fees are low 
when compared to neighboring ju-
risdictions.

For example, the per-unit cost 
associated with building 333 single 
family homes on 67 acres with an 
average unit valuation of $500,000 
would result in $6,908 in land de-
velopment fees collected by the 
county.

The same project would result in 
fees of $19,849 for the city of Au-
rora; $12,501 for Adams County; 
$11,847 for the city of Centennial; 
and $8,129 for Douglas County.

With the proposed new fee sched-
ule, a building permit for a $50,000 
project would now cost $2,093, an 

Building permit fees: ArapCo
proposes 30 percent increase

increase from $1,610.
The county is also proposing to 

stop discounts for “repeat master” 
building permits. Currently, the 
county collects the full amount for 
building permits for model homes 
proposed within a development, 
but then gives a discounted rate 
for permits that follow these model 
building designs after the first per-
mit is approved.

The discount is not part of the 
county’s formal fee schedule, and 
the county in its analysis found out 
that no other neighboring juris-
diction provides one. The county 
is proposing that this practice be 
eliminated effective Jan. 1.

The public can comment on the 
proposed 30-percent fee increase 
through Dec. 12 at www.arapahoe-
co.gov.

The Board of County Commis-
sioners will vote on the fee increase 
during its Jan. 9 meeting, which 
starts at 9:30 a.m. at the Adminis-
tration Building, 5334 S. Prince St., 
Littleton.

If approved, the fee increase 
would go into effect March 1.

For more information, visit www.
arapahoeco.gov.

THURSDAY, DEC. 7
Bennett Parks & Recreation District Board. 

5:30 p.m., Bennett Recreation Center, 
455 S. First St.

SATURDAY, DEC. 9
Bennett-Watkins Lions Club. 9 a.m. via 

Zoom. Call Diane at (303)644-3717 for 
log-on information.

MONDAY, DEC. 11
Food Bank of the Rockies Mobile Pan-

try. 9-11 a.m., Kelver Library parking 
lot, 585 S. Main St., Byers. Optional 
pre-registration at newclient.link-
2feed.com.

Byers Water & Sanitation District Board. 
7 p.m., District Office, 421 S. Sherman 
St.

Comanche Crossing Historical Society. 
6:30 p.m., museum office, 56060 E. 
Colfax Ave., Strasburg.

Bennett sixth- and seventh-grade band 
concert. 7 p.m., high school auditorium.

TUESDAY, DEC. 12
Food Bank of the Rockies Mobile Pantry. 

4-8 p.m. or while supplies last, Hinkley 
High School, 1250 Chambers Road, 
Aurora.

Strasburg School Board. 6 p.m., Stras-

burg High School Central Services 
building board room. Zoom participa-
tion available. Visit strasburg31J.com 
for link.

Daughters of the American Revolution 
Silver Spike Chapter. 6:30 p.m., TBK 
Bank Committee Room, Strasburg.

Bennett Board of Trustees. Work-study 
5:45 p.m. Regular meeting 7 p.m. For 
a Zoom link, visit townofbennett.colo-
rado.gov.

Deer Trail Town Board. Work session 
6:30 p.m., regular meeting 7 p.m., 
Town Hall, 555 Second Ave.

Bennett eighth-grade and high school 
band concert. 7 p.m., high school audi-
torium.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 13
Deer Trail Conservation District Board. 1 

p.m., Farm Service Agency office, 133 
W. Bijou, Byers.

“A Magical Christmas Journey” per-
formed by the Deer Trail secondary 
theater and choir classes. 6:30 pm in 
the auditorium.

Deer Trail Fire Protection District Board. 7 
p.m., Deer Trail Firehouse.

Strasburg Sanitation & Water Board. 
7 p.m., TBK Bank conference room, 
56641 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg.

Corridor Calendar

STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Thomas Stockman plays a small hollow-bodied bass guitar during a rendition of  the 1967 
Halloween classic “Spooky” by the High Plains Music Ensemble at its Mysterious Masterpieces 
concert Oct. 28 at the Bennett High School auditorium. The band will host its first-ever 
Christmas concert at 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 16, also at the auditorium. 

LOCATIONS TO DROP OFF TOYS:
Strasburg Parks & Rec; Bennett 

Parks & Rec; Byers General Store; 
Gift Shop, Strasburg; O’Malley’s 
Mercantile (1600 Hudson Rd., 
Watkins); Ladybug Landing (31 
W. Bijou Ave., Byers); Escape 
the Clock (251 U.S. Hwy. 40, 

Byers); Tractor Supply (200 W. 
Marketplace Dr., Bennett); NAPA 
Auto Parts, Strasburg; Salinas 

Mexican Food, Strasburg; Latina 
Salon II (992 S. Abilene St., 

Aurora); Outlets @ Castle Rock; 
2354 Basil St., Strasburg

DROP-OFF DEADLINE:
DECEMBER 17

In the last 13 years, you all have come together to donate more than 30,000 toys! 

Bring new unwrapped toys for ages 0 to 21

Remember, kindness starts with you. 

AS SEEN ON  ANIMAL PLANET

• Professional Experienced Staff  
• Clean Facility
• Walks & Outside Playtime  
• Owner Directed Feeding
• Experienced in Administering   
  Medication
• Baths Available for Additional Fee
• Pet Updates Available
• Full & Half Day Daycare Available 
• Fully Insured

Next time you’re away, 
your pet has a place to stay.

Traveling 
for The 

holidays?
schedule 
your peT’s 
boarding 

Today!

Pet Boarding & Day Care

820 Sharis Ct. Bennett, CO • 303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
FROM LIVING SPRINGSFROM LIVING SPRINGS

LICENSED
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DAR chapter to lay wreaths
on graves of vets at Byers

BYERS — The Silver Spike Chap-
ter of the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution invites the com-
munity to honor fallen veterans at 
10 a.m., Saturday Dec. 16, at Byers 
Cemetery.

The group will hold a brief cere-
mony followed by the placement of 
evergreen wreaths on each veter-
an’s grave — 114 in all.

Byers Cemetery is now on the list 
of cemeteries served by Wreaths 
Across America — a nonprofit or-
ganization that distributes wreaths 
to cemeteries across the United 
States. Community volunteers are 
welcome to help lay the wreaths.

For more information, text or 
leave a message for Holly Kaye at 
(303)378-1647.

Lutheran church in Bennett
issues its Advent schedule

BENNETT — Christ Our Re-
deemer Lutheran Church in Ben-
nett plans Advent services every 
Wednesday through Christmas: 
Dec. 6, 13 and 20.

The evening will begin with a 
meal at 6 p.m. followed by worship 
at 7 p.m.

A Christmas Eve candlelight ser-
vice starts at 7 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 
24.

Christ Our Redeemer is located at 
275 Ash St.

Byers church plans service
on the year’s longest nite

BYERS — The Christmas season 
is expressed as joyous and happy, 
yet for some the holidays are a hard 
journey involving grief, missing 
loved ones, or the winter blues.

To help celebrate in a different 
way with the growing light that 
overcomes the darkness of winter 
days, a Longest Night Service, a 
day in the Advent season marking 
the longest night of the year, will be 
held at 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 21, at 
Byers Community Church.

The service will feature readings, 
hands-on reflections, and candle-
light as participants journey to 

season.
The fee is $20 and participants 

will take home a 4-ounce jar of 
wine jelly and directions to make it.

For a registration link or for more 
information, visit arapahoe.exten-
sion.colostate.edu.

Strasburg Lutheran Church
announces holiday events

STRASBURG — Saron Lutheran 
Church in Strasburg has announced 
its Advent and Christmas events, 
which are open to the community.

Advent Soup Suppers begin at 
6:30 p.m., Wednesdays, Dec. 6, 13 
and 20, followed by evening prayer 
at 7:15 p.m., at the church at 1656 
Main St., Strasburg.

Hayride caroling and cocoa will 
begin at 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 16.

A candle light Christmas Eve ser-
vice will begin at 5 p.m., also at the 
church.

Christmas village planned
for Arapahoe fairgrounds

LITTLETON — The public is in-
vited to Visit the Village at Holiday 
Family Fun Day at the Fairgrounds 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 9, at the Arapahoe County 
Fairgrounds Event Center, 25690 
E. Quincy Ave., Aurora.

Visit the Village activities will 
include photos with Santa Claus, 
horse-drawn carriage and train 
rides, a two-by-two petting zoo, a 

model train display, a snow land 
foam pit, a gingerbread house con-
test, a bounce house, face-painting, 
and a S’mores making station.

Tickets cost $10 per person, but 
one admission per household is 
free with the donation of a new, un-
wrapped gift.

Admission is free for children 
ages 2 and under.

Tickets can be purchased on-site 
or in advance at www.arapahoe-
countyeventcenter.com. For more 
information, send an e-mail to 
Fairgrounds@Arapahoegov.com.

Adams County seeks artist
for new arena at large park

BRIGHTON — Adams County is 
seeking an artist or team to create 
fully integrated interior and exte-
rior artworks for a new multi-use 
arena at Riverdale Regional Park in 
Brighton.

The arena will explore narratives 
around land, agriculture, and in-
dustry in the West. As a member 
of the design team, the artist will 
closely collaborate with Adams 
County Cultural Arts; Populous, 
the architecture design firm; and 
the general contractor’s team.

Once complete, the design will 
be presented to the Adams County 
Board of County Commissioners 
for approval. The selected artist or 
team will design to a $1.3 million 
fabrication and installation budget.

The project is open to profes-
sional artists nationally and inter-
nationally. To apply, visit artist.
callforentry.org. The application 
deadline is Thursday, Dec. 14.

Holiday boutique set at Byers women’s center
BYERS — The Eastern Plains 

Women’s Resource Center Hol-
iday Boutique will run from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 9, 
at the center at 228 W. Front St., 
Byers.

The boutique will feature new 
and used toys, blankets, Christ-
mas outfits for children (sizes 
0-6), books, coats, shoes, and 
many other items for children.

The boutique is open to the 
public, and all items are free. At-
tendees should come through the 
front door and a volunteer will ac-
company them through the store. 

Participants are asked to shop for 
immediate family members only. 
Children should go to the adult 
supervised playroom while their 
parents shop.

The event will replace the cen-
ter’s open boutique on the fourth 
Saturday for November and De-
cember. No pre-registration is 
required.

The center will close for the 
two weeks of Christmas and 
New Year’s days. It will reopen 
from 1-5 p.m., Monday through 
Wednesday, starting Monday, 
Jan. 8.

bring the joy of light into the dark 
places.

Byers Community Church is lo-
cated at Sherman and Front streets.

Parade of Lights with cars
slated from DT to Bennett

BYERS — Eastern Colorado Car 
Enthusiasts will present a Christ-
mas Light Parade beginning in Deer 
Trail at 6 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 16.

The convoy will travel Highways 
40 and 36 to Bennett. Participants 
will throw candy to onlookers along 
the way.

For more information and to 
register, call Pattie Lindsay at 
(303)886-0771.

ArapCo CSU Extension sets
class on wine jelly canning

CENTENNIAL — Food preserva-
tion is making a comeback across 
the country, and Colorado State 
University Extension is participat-
ing with a wine jelly-making work-
shop.

The in-person event will run from 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 12, 
at the in Arapahoe County CSU 
Extension office, 6934 S. Lima St., 
Suite B, Centennial.

Canning, drying and pickling 
were once a fact of life. Wine jelly 
is an easy, tasty way to learn basic 
hot water bath canning. For sea-
soned canners, wine jelly is great to 
make when fresh produce is not in 

DEADLINE 

FOR NEWS,

CLASSIFIEDS 

& DISPLAY

ADVERTISING:

5 P.M. FRIDAY

Community Corral

SUDOKU SOLUTION
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come. Space limited; registration 
required. To sign up, visit Anythin-
klibraries.org. 10:30-11:30 a.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 9.

Artist meet-up: The Corridor Cre-
ative Arts League will host an end-
of-the-year celebration for adults. 
Attendees are asked to bring a snack 
to share, design a holiday card, and 
participate in an art-based game of 
Jeopardy. The color for the month 
is white and the themes are outdoor 
scenery, holiday lights, and the 
mountains. 2-3:30 p.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 16.

Major model Xmas train: All aboard!  
The public is invited to enjoy an 
amazing LEGO model train display 
as it travels through a wintry town 
and landscape. A member of the 
Youth in Model Railroading Club 

ANYTHINK BENNETT LIBRARY
495 Seventh St.
(303)405-3231
anythinklibraries.org

Coffee & Cards: Adults will drink 
coffee, eat snacks and play hearts, 
poker, cribbage, Farkel and other 
games. 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., Fri-
day, Dec. 8.

Puppies & Cocoa: Lifeline Puppy 
Rescue will bring its cutest pups to 
the library for de-stressing during 
the holidays. Hot chocolate and a 
free gift-wrapping station will be 
provided. Appropriate for all ages. 
12-2 p.m., Friday, Dec. 8.

Yoga in the Stacks: Adults can 
practice poses that focus on align-
ment, stability and flexibility with 
local yoga instructor Scott Noble. 
Mats provided. All skill levels wel-

Library News

will be on hand to answer ques-
tions. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Wednes-
day, Dec. 20; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 21; 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Friday, Dec. 22.

DAVIES LIBRARY
128 Second Ave., Deer Trail
(303)769-4310
www.arapahoelibraries.org

Friday matinee: All ages are invit-
ed to an afternoon showing of “The 
Santa Clause” (1994, rated PG, 1 
hour, 47 minutes). 1-3 p.m., Friday, 
Dec. 8.

Cozy winter crafting: An afternoon 
of winter-themed crafting for kids 
ages 5-12 is planned. All supplies 
provided; all skill levels welcome. 
4-5 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 20.

KELVER LIBRARY
585 Main St., Byers
(303)822-9392
www.arapahoelibraries.org

Adult book club: “The Masterpiece” 
by bestselling author Fiona Davis. 
In this historical fiction novel, Davis 
takes readers into the glamorous 
lost art school within Grand Central 
Terminal, where two women, 50 
years apart, strive to make their 
mark on a world set against them. 
6-7 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 12.

Cozy winter crafting: An afternoon 
of winter-themed crafting for kids 

ages 5-12 is planned. All supplies 
provided; all skill levels welcome. 
1-2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 16.

Barbie Beyond 50: The Denver 
Museum of Miniatures, Dolls & 
Toys will host a presentation on the 
Barbie doll. Attendees can explore 
Barbie’s Denver roots and wild 
history while connecting with other 
members of the Byers community. 
1:30-3 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 20.

ARAPAHOE LIBRARIES ON ZOOM
To reserve a spot or for more information on 
Zoom programming, call (303)542-7279 or 
visit arapahoelibraries.org.

Favorite kids books of 2023: Librar-
ians will share their favorite books 
for kids ages 9-18 at a virtual book 
party on YouTube. Closed caption-
ing provided. 6-6:30 p.m., Tues-
day, Dec. 12.

Paper Airplane Guy: World record 
holder and paper airplane expert 
John Collins, a.k.a. “The Paper Air-
plane Guy,” will share cool facts 
about aerodynamics and teach kids 
ages 5-12 how to fold and fly paper 
planes. 4-5 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 19.

Cute and cuddly animals: Eco Ad-
ventures will host a free virtual 
event on cute and cuddly animals. 
Kids ages 5-12 will meet different 
animals — from hedgehogs to baby 
alligators — from all over the world.  
10-11 a.m., Wednesday, Dec. 27.

275 Ash Street, Bennett • 303-644-3044
www.corlcms.org

Come Worship
With Us!

9:00 A.M. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
10:00 A.M. Worship

275 Ash Street, Bennett
(303) 644-3044

Lutheran Church

Pastor Rev. Robert Koch

Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.

Missouri Synod

Come Worship
With Us!

9:00 A.M. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
10:00 A.M. Worship

275 Ash Street, Bennett
(303) 644-3044

Lutheran Church

Pastor Rev. Robert Koch

719-659-8848

2722 S. County Rd 173 Byers, CO
Sundays at 10:00 AM

In-person services every Sunday, but be sure to visit our 
website and Facebook page for up to date information.

LivingSpringsCowboyChurchByers.org

Church
Directory  
ads start at

$12.60/week

MASS TIMES

• Tue,  Wed, Thur, Fri &
every 1st Saturday 8:30 am

• Saturday 5:00 pm
• Sunday 9:00 am 

11:30 am en español
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday 4:15-4:45 pm 
Sunday 8:15-8:45 am & 10:45-11:15 am

Or by Appointment
OFFICE CLOSED ON MONDAYS

Pastor: Fr. Jeff Wilborn
186 N. McDonnell St., Byers CO 80103

Parish: 303-822-5880, Hall: 303-822-5889
Sacramental Emergencies: 303-351-2551

www.ourladyoftheplains.org

Catholic Church

Church Directory

Serving Christ and His children on 
the High Plains

Sunday Service 8:30 a.m.
American Legion Hall

56423 Westview Ave., Strasburg, CO
Please visit our web site to learn more…

278 S. Sherman St., Byers 
303-822-9366 • mttaborbyers.org

Sat., 6:00 p.m.  ........................................... Saturday Service

Sun., 9:00 a.m. ...............................................Sunday School

Sun., 10-10:30 a.m. ..... Fellowship; 10:30 a.m. .... Church

Awana ................Tuesday, 5:15-7:15 p.m., Dinner served

I Peter 3:15 Be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a 
reason of the hope that is in you.

Mt. Tabor
Baptist Church

BRIGHTON — Colorado Su-
preme Court Chief Justice Brian D. 
Boatright recently appointed the 
district court judge Kyle Seedorf to 
serve as chief judge in the 17th Ju-
dicial District.

Seedorf will become chief judge 
upon the retirement of Donald S. 
Quick on Jan. 23. He was appointed 
as a district court judge in Novem-
ber 2019 after serving in private 
practice and as general counsel and 
director of legal affairs for the Colo-
rado Department of Higher Educa-
tion since his graduation from the 
University of Michigan Law School 
in 2002.

As chief judge, he will serve as 
the administrative head of the dis-
trict, responsible for appointing the 
court executive, chief probation of-

New 17th Judicial District chief judge named
ficer, and clerk of court; assisting in 
personnel, financial and case-man-
agement duties; and conducting 
the business of the courts efficiently 
and effectively.

Quick was named to the district 
court bench in December 2014 and 
was appointed as Chief Judge in 
December 2020.

“Over more than 30 years of 
public service as a prosecutor and 
judge, Judge Quick has displayed 
admirable dedication to the people 
of Colorado, and the judicial de-
partment is grateful to have bene-
fited from his depth of experience 
and wisdom since he joined the 
bench,” Boatright said.

The 17th Judicial District is com-
prised of Adams and Broomfield 
counties.

550 E Colfax Ave, Unit A, in Bennett

303-644-4MVP

The Musketeers
Veterinary Practice
Dr. Cassandra Durant, DVM

Massage, acupuncture, laser therapy, 
and chiropractic treatment as well!

Call us for appointment.

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8 am to 6 pm
Saturday: 8 a.m. to 2 pm

Closed Wednesdays and Sundays

Office will be closed
December 23 — January 1 
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NEW YORK (AP) — In an 
age of deepfakes and post-
truth, as artificial intelli-
gence rose and Elon Musk 
turned Twitter into X, the 
Merriam-Webster word of 
the year for 2023 is “au-
thentic.”

Authentic cuisine. Au-
thentic voice. Authentic 
self. Authenticity as artifice. 
Look-ups for the word are 
routinely heavy on the dic-
tionary company’s site but 
were boosted to new heights 
throughout the year, editor 
at large Peter Sokolowski 
told The Associated Press in 
an exclusive interview.

“We see in 2023 a kind 
of crisis of authenticity,” 
he said ahead of the Nov. 
27 announcement of this 
year’s word. “What we re-
alize is that when we ques-
tion authenticity, we value 
it even more.”

Sokolowski and his team 
don’t delve into the reasons 
people head for dictionar-
ies and websites in search 
of specific words. Rather, 

Merriam-Webster’s top word for ’23? Hint: Be true to yourself

they chase the data on look-
up spikes and world events 
that correlate. This time 
around, there was no par-
ticularly huge boost at any 
given time but a constancy 
to the increased interest in 
“authentic.”

This was the year of arti-
ficial intelligence, for sure, 
but also a moment when 
ChatGPT-maker OpenAI 
suffered a leadership cri-
sis. Taylor Swift and Prince 
Harry chased after authen-
ticity in their words and 
deeds. Musk himself, at 
February’s World Govern-

itself.”
Merriam-Webster’s entry 

for “authentic” is busy with 
meaning.

There’s “not false or im-
itation: real, actual,” as in 
an authentic cockney ac-
cent. There’s “true to one’s 
own personality, spirit or 
character.” There’s “wor-
thy of acceptance or belief 
as conforming to or based 
on fact.” There’s “made or 
done the same way as an 
original.” And, perhaps the 
most telling, there’s “con-
forming to an original so as 
to reproduce essential fea-
tures.”

“Authentic” follows 
2022’s choice of “gaslight-
ing.” And 2023 marks 
Merriam- Webster’s 20th 
anniversary choosing a top 
word.

The company’s data 
crunchers filter out ever-
green words like “love” and 
“affect” vs. “effect” that are 
always high in look-ups 
among the 500,000 words 
it defines online. This year, 
the wordsmiths also filtered 
out numerous five-letter 
words because Wordle and 

Quordle players clearly use 
the company’s site in search 
of them as they play the dai-
ly games, Sokolowski said.

Sokolowski, a lexicologist, 
and his colleagues have a 
bevy of runners-up for 
word of the year that also 
attracted unusual traffic. 
They include “X” (look-ups 
spiked in July after Musk’s 
rebranding of Twitter), 
“EGOT” (there was a boost 
in February when Viola Da-
vis achieved that rare qua-
druple-award status with a 
Grammy) and “Elemental,” 
the title of a new Pixar film 
that had look-ups jumping 
in June.

Rounding out the compa-
ny’s top words of 2023, in 
no particular order:

Rizz: It’s slang for “roman-
tic appeal or charm” and 
seemingly short for cha-
risma. Merriam-Webster 
added the word to its online 
dictionary in September 
and it’s been among the top 
look-ups since, Sokolowski 
said.

Kibbutz: There was a mas-
SEE WORD

PAGE 8

by Leanne Italie
 AP Entertainment Writer

MERRIAM-WEBSTER VIA AP

ment Summit in Dubai, 
urged the heads of compa-
nies, politicians, ministers 
and other leaders to “speak 
authentically” on social me-
dia by running their own 
accounts.

“Can we trust whether a 
student wrote this paper? 
Can we trust whether a poli-
tician made this statement? 
We don’t always trust what 
we see anymore,” Sokolows-
ki said. “We sometimes 
don’t believe our own eyes 
or our own ears. We are 
now recognizing that au-
thenticity is a performance 

Collecting for Toys for Tots!
Technicians can pick up new/unused toys, 
check donations during service calls or 
drop by our Strasburg office (1486 Main St.).

We areWe are

Hiring!Hiring!

Check US out!Check US out!

 
 

33355 E Highway 36
Watkins, Co 80137
(303) 261-9672

Mon-Fri: 11 am - midnight
Sat-Sun: 10 am - midnight

Happy Hour SpecialsHappy Hour Specials
(M-F, 5-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.):(M-F, 5-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.):

$3 Domestic Drafts • $3.75 Domestic $3 Domestic Drafts • $3.75 Domestic 
Bottles • $4 Premium Drafts & Wells • Bottles • $4 Premium Drafts & Wells • 

$5 White Claws & House wine$5 White Claws & House wine

Cell (303) 478-7872
         (303) 775-2035

Volume Discounts

$1.699

Gallon
500+

Limited Offer

GLOBAL
P R O PA N E

(303) 660-9290
Family Owned Business

FILL-UP SPECIALFILL-UP SPECIAL
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EGO

Call us for allCall us for all

your outdoor winter 
your outdoor winter 

equipment needs!equipment needs!

WESTERN HARDWARE

  Downtown Strasburg, Co
Phone: (303) 622-4414

Thumbs Up to
ALL  our

Local Shoppers!

sive spike in look-ups for “a com-
munal farm or settlement in Isra-
el” after Hamas militants attacked 
several near the Gaza Strip Oct. 7. 
The first kibbutz was founded circa 
1909 in what is today Israel.

Implode: The June 18 implosion 
of the Titan submersible on a com-
mercial expedition to explore the 
Titanic wreckage sent look-ups 
soaring for this word, meaning “to 
burst inward.” “It was a story that 
completely occupied the world,” 
Sokolowski said.

Deadname: Interest was high in 
what Merriam-Webster defines as 
“the name that a transgender per-
son was given at birth and no longer 
uses upon transitioning.” Look-ups 
followed an onslaught of legislation 
aimed at curtailing LGBTQ+ rights 
around the country.

Doppelganger: Sokolowski calls 
this “a word lover’s word.” Merri-
am-Webster defines it as a “dou-
ble,” an “alter ego” or a “ghostly 
counterpart.” It derives from Ger-
man folklore. Interest in the word 
surrounded Naomi Klein’s latest 
book, “Doppelganger: A Trip Into 
the Mirror World,” released this 
year. She uses her own experience 
of often being confused with femi-
nist author and conspiracy theorist 
Naomi Wolf as a springboard into 
a broader narrative on the crazy 
times we’re all living in.

Coronation: King Charles III had 
one May 6, sending look-ups for 
the word soaring 15,681% over the 
year before, Sokolowski said. Mer-
riam-Webster defines it as “the act 
or occasion of crowning.”

Deepfake: The dictionary compa-
ny’s definition is “an image or re-
cording that has been convincingly 
altered and manipulated to misrep-

20- & 30-YARD TRASH ROLL-OFFS
Residential & Commercial

Serving Strasburg
and the I-70 Corridor

303-622-9499
D&D WATER SERVICE

WORD FROM PAGE 7

resent someone as doing or saying 
something that was not actually 
done or said.” Interest spiked after 
Musk’s lawyers in a Tesla lawsuit 
said he is often the subject of deep-
fake videos and again after the like-
ness of Ryan Reynolds appeared in 
a fake, AI-generated Tesla ad.

Dystopian: Climate chaos brought 
on interest in the word. So did 
books, movies and TV fare intend-
ed to entertain. “It’s unusual to me 
to see a word that is used in both 
contexts,” Sokolowski said.

Covenant: Look-ups for the word 
meaning “a usually formal, solemn, 
and binding agreement” swelled 
March 27, after a deadly mass 
shooting at The Covenant School in 
Nashville, Tenn. The shooter was a 
former student killed by police af-
ter killing three students and three 
adults.

Interest also spiked with this 
year’s release of “Guy Ritchie’s 
The Covenant” and Abraham Ver-
ghese’s long-awaited novel, “The 
Covenant of Water,” which Oprah 
Winfrey made a book club pick.

More recently, soon after U.S. 
Rep. Mike Johnson ascended to 
House speaker, a 2022 interview 
with the Louisiana congressman 
recirculated. He discussed how his 
teen son was then his “accountabil-
ity partner” on Covenant Eyes, soft-
ware that tracks browser history 
and sends reports to each partner 
when porn or other potentially ob-
jectionable sites are viewed.

Indict: Former President Donald 
Trump has been indicted on felo-
ny charges in four criminal cases 
in New York, Florida, Georgia and 
Washington, D.C., in addition to 
fighting a lawsuit that threatens his 
real estate empire.

strawberries.
Friday, Dec. 8: French toast with 

syrup, sausage links, country potatoes, 
grapes.

Monday, Dec. 11: Walking taco, broc-
coli and carrots with ranch, pears.

Tuesday, Dec. 12: Lasagna roll-up, 
breadsticks, green beans, peaches.

Wednesday, Dec. 13: Pulled pork 
sandwiches, Sun Chips, baked beans, 
grapes.

DEER TRAIL

Thursday, Dec. 7: Pizza, assorted 
veggies, assorted fruit.

STRASBURG

Thursday, Dec. 7: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, garlic bread.

Friday, Dec. 8: Hot dogs.
Monday, Dec. 11: Mozzarella sticks 

with marinara sauce.
Tuesday, Dec. 12: Chicken sandwich.
Wednesday, Dec. 13: Egg, sausage 

patty, hash browns.

Lunch Menus

AGATE

Thursday, Dec. 7: Shredded pork, 
mashed potatoes.

Monday, Dec. 11: Crunchy chicken 
wrap.

Tuesday, Dec. 12: Spaghetti, garlic 
bread.

Wednesday, Dec. 13: Chicken patty 
sandwich, fries.

BENNETT

Thursday, Dec. 7: Cheeseburger, 
French fries, fruit cup.

Monday, Dec. 11: Pulled pork sand-
wich, chips, salad, pears.

Tuesday, Dec. 12: Tejas meatballs, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, roll, 
mixed fruit.

Wednesday, Dec. 13: Deli turkey 
sandwich, French fries, mixed vegeta-
bles, chips, peaches.

BYERS

Thursday, Dec. 7: Chicken tacos, 
Spanish rice, baby carrots with ranch, 
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project, said that other Colorado 
DAR chapters sponsor wreaths at 
Fort Logan, a U.S. National mili-
tary cemetery in Denver.

“We decided we wanted to get 
some of the cemeteries out here 
involved,” she told The I-70 Scout 
Nov. 30. “Sometimes veterans bur-
ied in the small towns are just kind 
of forgotten. We started with Byers, 
and we will work to get the ceme-
teries in Bennett and Deer Trail 
(registered) in future years.”

Kaye said that the Byers Com-
munity Cemetery Association’s 
Kristine Reed, who keeps the ceme-
tery’s records, provided a list of 114 
veterans buried there.

“The association tries to keep flags 
on all the veterans’ graves year-
round,” Kaye said. “Some have mil-
itary headstones, and some do not, 
but their regular headstone might 
indicate their service. Others are 
identified through written records.”

Veterans interred in Byers Ceme-
tery gave military service spanning 
more than 150 years, the earliest of 
which — Evan L. Evans (1844-1914) 
— is believed to have served in the 
Civil War.

Organizations such as the DAR 
that work with Wreath Across 
America cemeteries collect spon-
sorships for wreaths. Kaye said 
word-of-mouth and Facebook posts 
resulted in 116 individual and busi-
ness wreath sponsors as of Nov. 30. 

“People out here were wonderful 
and sponsored, so we could really 
honor the veterans at Byers Ceme-
tery,” she said.

Wreath sponsorships are $17. 
The live balsam fir wreaths are a ba-
sic design with red bows. Wreaths 
Across America delivers boxes 
wreaths to an agent for each cem-
etery a week  prior to the ceremony 
date. In many cases, deliveries are 
made by volunteer truckers in their 
own vehicles.

Kaye emphasized the Wreaths 
Across America ceremony on Dec. 
16 will be brief.

“It will be cold, and there is no 
seating,” she said, adding that lo-
cations of the veterans’ graves will 
be mapped out ahead of time, and 
community volunteers are welcome 
to help place the wreaths.

The wreaths will stay on the 
gravesites until the second week of 
January, when they will be collect-
ed and disposed of by DAR mem-
bers and volunteers.

The Silver Spike chapter was offi-
cially welcomed into the Daughters 

SUBMITTED PHOTO

One of  the earliest veterans buried in Byers 

Cemetery is Evan L. Evans (1844-1914). The 

gravestone indicates he was a Corporal in 

Company A in the Union 73rd Regiment Indiana 

Infantry in the Civil War.

of the American Revolution last 
February at a luncheon in Stras-
burg attended by local, regional 
and state representatives of the ser-
vice organization. The DAR holds 
a National Day of Service each Oc-
tober, and the newly-formed Silver 
Spike chapter chose sprucing up 
Byers Cemetery as its first project.

“Ladies from the chapter as well 
as a couple husbands worked hard 
for two days, removing weeds, 
trash, and downed tree limbs from 
the cemetery,” Kaye said.

The busy chapter members also 
helped at the Arapahoe County 
Stand Down for veterans event in 
June, took bags of gifts to assist-
ed living residents in Strasburg at 
Thanksgiving, and have adopted 
Bijou Manor in Byers for a Christ-
mas stocking project.

Kaye said the chapter has around 
16 charter members.

“We’re small, but we’re working 
on it,” she said.

Eligibility for DAR membership is 
certified by the national society by 
verification of proven lineal descent 
from an ancestor who gave aid to 
the American colonists during the 
American Revolution. Any woman, 
regardless of race, religion or eth-
nic background who can prove this 
lineage is eligible to join.

“If you are interested in join-
ing a lively group of women with 
hearts for service to our communi-
ties, please consider membership,” 
Kaye said.

WREATHS FROM PAGE 1

KATHY SMILEY/The I-70 Scout

Tyler Brewer and Kagen Kitzman wave from their perch on a lift while hanging a Christmas tree 

on a power pole along Front Street Nov. 19 as board members and volunteers from Byers Park 

& Recreation District installed holiday decorations around town.

3803 Headlight Road
Strasburg, CO 80136
(720) 277-3534
www.DenverRailings.com
Show Room Open 7 a.m.-3 p.m., M-F

Railings & So Much More!Railings & So Much More!
• Interior & Exterior;
• Residential &
Commercial;
• Glass Rails;
• Loft & Stair Rails;
• Grab Bars;
• Fire Features, Storm Doors,
& Window Well Covers;
• Products as varied
as Your Imagination!

Volume Discounts

$1.699

Gallon
500+

Limited Offer

GLOBAL
P R O PA N E

(303) 660-9290
Family Owned Business

FILL-UP SPECIALFILL-UP SPECIAL
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STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

The Bennett boys started their 2023-24 basketball season with a thrilling 67-66 overtime victory over Frontier Academy to conclude the opening night of  the Tiger Tip-Off  Tournament Nov. 30. From 

left photo, Owen Stiers dishes out to a teammate; Diego Madera puts up a contested shot; Ethan Francis shoots over a Wolverine defender; and Juan Santoyo steals the ball.

Tigers open hoops season with OT thriller

Sports

BENNETT — In a case of 
both teams starting out the 
season displaying Jekyll-
and-Hyde tendencies, the 
Bennett Tigers outlasted 
visiting Frontier Academy 

67-66 in overtime to con-
clude the first night of the 
Tiger Tip-Off Nov. 30.

After Bennett junior Owen 
Stiers hit a three-pointer 
with about a second left in 
regulation to tie the game 
at 61, senior Isaac Santoya 
performed his own heroics 

when he was fouled on a 
three-pointer at the buzz-
er in overtime. With his 
squad down 66-65, Santoya 
missed the first free throw 
but calmly sunk the next 
two to give the Tigers the 
topsy-turvy victory.

“Quite the exciting start 

STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout ALYSSA STEMO/For The Scout STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

to the season,” exclaimed 
first-year Tiger coach Ste-
phen Hollingshead, who is 
under the tutelage of Lady 
Tiger head coach Mike Rios. 
“We hung in there and kept 
fighting.”

Both teams appeared to 
seize momentum multiple 

times throughout the con-
test but the game tightened 
down the stretch.

The hosts jumped out to a 
15-4 lead over the first five 
minutes but the Wolver-
ines responded with a 22-4

SEE BB BENNETT
PAGE 14

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor

STRASBURG — Despite more 
than half the team having only 
one practice under their belts, the 
Strasburg Indian boys basketball 
team opened its season with an im-
pressive 71-53 victory over visiting 
Weld Central Nov. 28.

“Pleasantly pleased for sure. A 
few lapses but we’ll take it given 
the circumstances,” said red-and-
black head coach Kyle Bollers, not-
ing that four of five starters and 
two other key bench cogs played in 
the 1A state football championship 
game three days earlier. “In the 
past it’s sometime has been three 
days before the first game, but this 
year only one. [We were] in a lot 
better shape than I thought we’d be 

Unpracticed Strasburg boys shoot past Weld Central

PHOTOS BY SCOTT GERRARD/For The Scout

From left photo, Indian Julian Valencia drives against a Weld Central defender Nov. 28, and team-

mate Nick Glatfelter puts up a contested layup.

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor

in and that especially showed up in 
the second half.”

Rust appeared minimal early on 
as the Indians scored the first 10 
points on their way to a 17-9 lead 
to end the first eight minutes and a 
44-30 advantage at halftime. Out of 
the locker rooms, the visiting Reb-
els closed the gap to single-digits 
before Bollers’ troops regained the 
momentum midway through the 
third to cruise to victory.

“Wasn’t happy with how my guys 
started the third, allowing them to 
get it within seven (48-41), but our 
own 12-0 run put us back in charge 
and we didn’t have another let-up.”

Despite the lack of practice for 
much of the roster, Strasburg out-
shot the visitors from the field, 53%

SEE BB STRASBURG
PAGE 14

Good LuckGood Luck
atat

State!!!State!!!

Congratulations to Congratulations to 
coaches Jackson coaches Jackson 

 and Kerns and all our  and Kerns and all our 
Bulldog Cheerleaders!Bulldog Cheerleaders!

From the
Byers Bulldog Booster Club
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Freedom Roll OffFreedom Roll Off
Service, LLCService, LLC

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATEDLOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Your junk is Your junk is 
showing, we showing, we 

can help!can help!

Specializing in 20 & 30 yard roll off dumpsters

Contact Us for a Roll Off Today!Contact Us for a Roll Off Today!

720-338-0468720-338-0468
Freedomrolloffllc@gmail.comFreedomrolloffllc@gmail.com

run that put them up 26-19 midway 
through the second period; howev-
er, Bennett appeared to right the 
ship with its own 18-2 run to go up 
37-28 at halftime. Frontier Acad-
emy came out of the locker room 
with what appeared to be a better 
set of adjustments as they more 
than doubled Bennett’s output to 
take a 56-47 lead into the fourth 
quarter, which Bennett won 14-5 
to send the game into extra basket-
ball.

While the Tigers got the better of 
two-point field goals, 21 compared 
to 13 for the visitors, and shot 68% 
from the free-throw line (13-of-19) 

to 31%. Both teams made only four 
three-pointers and made about 
two-thirds of their free throws — 
15-of-24 for Strasburg and 16-of 
26 for Weld Central — but the In-
dians strength showed closer to the 
bucket as they went 22-of-33 (67%) 
from two-point range. The hosts 
also recorded 24 assists on 26 made 
field goals.

“Got the ball inside and we were 
still able to get out and run and at-
tack the bucket pretty well, which 
is what I was kind of worried about 
going in,” Bollers said. “Shared the 
ball well, pretty decent chemistry 
for the first game out.”

Eight Indians got into the scor-
ing column, led by junior forward 
Tyce Bollers with 21 and senior 
center Austin Velasco, who shot 
7-of-9 from the field for 16 points. 

Senior point guard Landen Martin 
had a game-high 13 assists to go 
with his seven points. Sophomore 
Cam Manahan also added 7 points, 
senior Colton Hall and sophomore 
Nick Glatfelter 6 apiece, sopho-
more Cade Hemphill 5, and senior 
Julian Valencia three.

Velasco was one rebound shy of 
a double-double with nine boards, 
followed by Glatfelter with eight 
and Bollers and Manahan five 
apiece.

Defensively, Strasburg recorded 
14 steals, led by Bollers with four, 
Martin three and Hall, Manahan 
and Velasco two apiece.

For the full preview of the Indi-
ans’ and coverage of last weekend’s 
Corridor Classic hosted by Stras-
burg, see the Dec. 8 edition of the 
Eastern Colorado News.

STRASBURG — The Strasburg 
Lady Indians opened the 2023-24 
hardwood season with a stellar de-
fensive effort on their way to a 47-
11 victory over visiting Weld Cen-
tral Nov. 28.

“We pulled our press off after 
the first quarter and still did some 
pretty good things on the defensive 
end,” said Strasburg head coach 
Merci Ames. “Still have a lot of work 
to do, especially with our shooting, 
on the offensive end.”

The outcome was never in doubt 
as Strasburg held the Rebels score-
less for almost 12 minutes. Stras-
burg had a 19-0 lead after the first 
quarter and were up 24-0 until the 
visitors scored their first bucket 
with 4:15 left in the second quarter. 
The Indians had a 34-6 halftime 
advantage and 43-9 after three 
quarters. The mercy rule running 
clock ran all fourth quarter.

Despite the lopsided victory, the 
hosts shot less than 30% for the 
evening (16-of-58) and were 5-of-
24 behind the stripe. The Indians 
were also 10-of-17 from the free-
throw line.

Strasburg committed 19 turn-
overs on the evening.

Senior Graecy Graf led the way 
with 19 points, followed by junior 
Natalie Damron with 9, sophomore 
Hannah Damron 8, senior Katie 
Seligmann with 7, senior Aubrie 
Archuleta 3 and freshman Wynne 
Winter with 1.

The Indians corralled 34 re-

Strasburg rolls past Lady Rebels

bounds, led by both Damron sisters 
with seven apiece, and Seligmann, 
Graf, senior Kenade Hickson and 
sophomore McKenna Sell with 
three each.

 Junior Peighton Marrero record-
ed more than half of Strasburg’s 
seven assists with four.

Defensively, the Indians record-
ed 26 steals, led by Graf with eight, 
Natalie Damron five, Marrero four, 
and Hickson with three. Active 
hands were the theme of the night 
as Strasburg also recorded an addi-
tional 22 pass deflections.

“Still an opening game with some 
frustration, but looked OK defen-
sively,” Ames said. “Offense is go-
ing to have to come around and 
catch up. Always have to be work-
ing on our shooting and getting the 
ball to fall.”

For a full Lady Indians’ season 
preview and coverage from this 
past weekend’s Corridor Classic 
hosted by Strasburg, see the Dec. 
8 edition of the Eastern Colorado 
News.

COMING UP

Dec. 12: University
Dec. 16: @ Eaton
Jan. 6: @ Rocky Ford
Jan. 9: @ Highland
Jan. 11: @ Ellicott
Jan. 13: @ Valley
Jan. 16: @ Liberty Common
Jan. 18: @ Platte Valley
Jan. 20: @ Byers
Jan. 23: Frontier Academy
Jan. 25: @ Brush

SCOTT GERRARD/For The Scout

Strasburg’s Hannah Damron attacks the bucket as a bevy of  Lady Indian teammates surround 

the paint during the season-opener against Weld Central Nov. 28. The red-and-black won 47-11.

SCOTT GERRARD/For The Scout

Lady Indian Graecy Graf  scores 2 of  her game-

high 19 points against Weld Central Nov. 28.

BB STRASBURG FROM PAGE 11

compared to the Wolverines’ 57% 
(19-of-33), Frontier Academy re-
corded seven three-pointers to the 
Tigers’ four.

In addition to his game-tying ef-
fort from deep, Stiers led the Ti-
gers with 23 points, including three 
triples and 6-of-8 effort from the 
charity stripe. Juniors Jayden Ivo-
ry and Ethan Francis also reached 
double-digits with 14 and 11 points, 
respectively. Sophomore Austin 
Stiers chipped in 8 points, Juan 
Santoya 5, Isaac Santoya 4 and se-
nior Triston Cronk 2.

For more Tiger coverage, see the 
Dec. 8 Eastern Colorado News.

BB BENNETTBB BENNETT FROM PAGE 11FROM PAGE 11 by Steven Vetter

 Managing Editor
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•Home•Auto•

•Farm•Crop•Life•

Health•Business•

303-622-4717 • Fax: 303-622-4716
www.wellerinsuranceagency.com

56770 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg, CO, 80136

Thanks to all our auction customers for a great 2023!
Watch for our upcoming auctions to start next year!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Linnebur Auctions, Inc. Byers, CO • 303-822-9298

linneburauctions@hotmail.com

www.linneburauctions.com 

Monday: By Appointment 
Tues./Wed./Fri.: 9:30am-5:30pm
Thursday: 9:30am-1:30pm
Open First Saturday of Each Month H

o
u

r
s

Claussen 
Chiropractic

Ben Claussen, D.C.

1517 Main Street

Strasburg, CO 

(303) 622-4200

In day-to-day life, we can encounter physical 
trauma, emotional stress and environmental 
toxins. All of these things can influence our 

body and nervous system.
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ANSWERS ON PAGE 18

SOLUTION ON PAGE 5

20 YEARS AGO
DECEMBER 9, 2003

The Colorado Department of Transportation like-
ly will add toll booths and express lanes in certain 
high-traffic locations, including I-70 from Denver 
east to the Kanas border.

CDOT rates part of the route east of Bennett as hav-
ing the “highest potential.”

The Colorado Tolling Enterprise, CDOT’s toll-road 
division, in November hired Wilbur Smith Associates, 
a South Carolina consulting company, to study the 
feasibility of toll highways in the state.

The company will study at least 43 location identi-
fied by CDOT and having high potential for toll roads 
to offset an anticipated $20.2 billion in highway 
needs by 2023.

Toll roads will account for $4 billion of the package.
A 2002 law allows new toll lanes on free routes as 

long as the existing free capacity is left in place.

10 YEARS AGO
DECEMBER 10, 2008

COLORADO SPRINGS — The largest health care pro-
vider along the I-70 Corridor is expected to take on a 
new name as part of a much larger network during the 
first quarter of next year.

Plains Medical Center and Colorado Springs-based 
Peak. Vista Community Health Centers announced Dec. 
5 that they are merging form a single Federally Quali-
fied Health Center group. The PMC board of directors 

first approved the merger Nov. 26 with the Peak Vista 
board following up with a similar vote Dec. 3.

Under the merger plan, which should be formalized 
by the end of April, PMC clinics in Strasburg, Limon, 
Kiowa and Flagler will operate under the Peak Vista 
Community Health Centers name. PMC’s four locations 
that serve more than 9,500 patients over 5,000 square-
miles will be joining Peak Vista’s network of 21 health 
centers that serve approximately 66,000 patients over 
2,700 square miles in El Paso and Teller counties.

5 YEARS AGO
DECEMBER 4, 2018

KIOWA — A Parker man accused of driving the wrong 
way, colliding with another vehicle and killing a 6-year-
old girl during an Eastern Colorado ice storm Nov. 17 is 
facing a bevy of charges.

Gary Wayne Williams, 68, of Parker allegedly struck 
another vehicle while driving the wrong direction on 
I-70 near Limon. At approximately 6 p.m., the Colorado 
State Patrol was dispatched on I-70 near mile marker 
358 on report of a two-vehicle collision. Drivers of both 
vehicles were transported to Lincoln Community Hos-
pital in Hugo with moderate injuries but, 6-year-old 
Reagan Purdy, properly secured in a passenger booster 
seat, was pronounced dead at the scene.

The accident report indicates Williams was driving a 
red Toyota 4-Runner with trailer in tow eastbound in 
the westbound lanes when he approached a white Toyo-
ta pickup heading in the correct direction.

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 6, 
the 340th day of 2023. There 
are 25 days left in the year.

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT
On Dec. 6, 1865, the 13th 

Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution, abolishing slavery, 
was ratified as Georgia became 
the 27th state to endorse it.

ON THIS DATE
In 1790, Congress moved to 

Philadelphia from New York.
In 1907, the worst mining 

disaster in U.S. history oc-
curred as 362 men and boys 
died in a coal mine explosion 
in Monongah, West Virginia.

In 1917, some 2,000 people 
were killed when an explo-

sives-laden French cargo ship, 
the Mont Blanc, collided with 
the Norwegian vessel Imo at 
the harbor in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, setting off a blast that 
devastated the Canadian city.

In 1922, the Anglo-Irish 
Treaty, which established the 
Irish Free State, came into 
force one year to the day after 

it was signed in London.
In 1923, a presidential ad-

dress was broadcast on radio 
for the first time as Calvin 
Coolidge spoke to a joint ses-
sion of Congress.

In 1957, America’s first at-
tempt at putting a satellite into 
orbit failed as Vanguard TV3 
rose about four feet off a Cape 

The NoT-So DuSTy PageS

ToDay IN hISTory

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: HAPPY HOLIDAY

ACROSS
1. Bag holder
6. P in mpg
9. Eye part
13. Dog
14. ____ Gershwin
15. *Eggnog ingredient
16. Hold the floor
17. ____ Mahal
18. Anti-elderly one
19. *Breaking news, to a caroler
21. *Coming, in Latin
23. ____’easter
24. “Begone!”
25. Parent-child divide
28. Fur-dwelling parasites
30. Lacrosse stick
35. Kiln for hops
37. Feline vibration
39. Little Richard’s “____ Frutti”
40. Cream-filled treat
41. *Number of candles in kinara
43. Mountain goat terrain
44. *”Prancing and pawing of each 
little hoof,” e.g.
46. Carpenter’s joint
47. Drug-induced state
48. Make lovable
50. “Cheers” regular
52. *Max to #57 Across
53. Overwhelming defeat
55. Thailand native
57. *Dr. Seuss’ spoilsport
60. *Santa chute
64. Water border
65. “What?”
67. D in LED
68. Carved
69. Stars and Stripes land
70. Astronomer ____ Hubble
71. Hitler’s sidekick
72. Joaquin Phoenix’ 2013 movie
73. Crows’ homes

DOWN
1. Dick’s and Jane’s dog
2. Famous Amos
3. Cormac McCarthy’s “The ____”
4. Join the cast of (2 words)
5. Carbolic acid
6. Deodorant target
7. Pitcher’s stat
8. Indian prince
9. More than suggest
10. Blood tunnel
11. 90 degrees, on compass
12. Invoice qty.
15. Romp around
20. Key ___ on a movie set, pl.

22. Med school grad
24. Passepartout to Phileas Fogg
25. *Popular traditional holiday entree
26. Home run hero
27. Impostor
29. Prompted
31. “That hurts!”
32. Vegas’ main drag
33. Coach-and-four
34. *Number of days in Hanukkah
36. Muscle quality
38. Word processor command
42. *Like Santa’s pole
45. Repaired, as in socks
49. Mythical giant bird
51. Unmarried woman, archaic
54. Affirmative interjection
56. What timidest and polyimide have in common
57. Clarified butter
58. Theater seat arrangement
59. Wraths
60. Burn to a crisp
61. “____ your chance..,” contraction
62. Make changes
63. Yearnings
64. “Be quiet!”
66. Don’t waste

arTS & eNTerTaINmeNT

Neptune Awakens
Yesterday is not tomorrow, and yet the 

past helps us imagine the future. The first 
witnessed repetition of history is poetic. 
The second is a lesson. History repeat-
ing with great predictability is science. 
Neptune has been dreaming in retro-
grade since June 30, and now the great 
visionary opens his eyes to a lucid and 
forward-thinking consciousness.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Something 
you learned long ago will be reiterated: 
Love isn’t a barter system. Trade affec-
tion for favors and you’ll lose every time. 
Today, you’ll give from the heart, and 
the giving will be its own reward... then 
comes the bonus.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Doubt is 
helpful in the early stages of a project, as 
it prompts you to make sure you’re go-
ing the right way before you commit. But 
now you’re too late in the game to waiver. 
Keep the faith and continue the work.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). As great com-
posers know, a well-timed silence rings 
out loud with a quiet more beautiful than 
sound. You will use this principle to make 
sweet music wherever you go today.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’ll gravi-
tate to like minds and pool together like 
water droplets that find and join one an-
other. You’ll bond and prevail. Together 
you will flow past and spill over every-
thing in your path.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Other crea-
tures think, but do they contemplate and 
ruminate? Your profound reflections are 
the seeds of a new connection, endeav-
or or adventure, waiting to bloom in the 
garden of possibilities.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Humans have 
an instinct to imitate the influences 
around them, which is why full-grown 
adults who move to foreign countries 
sometimes pick up accents. You’ll be 
around worthy role models and pick up 
the habits of success.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). While being 
focused can have positive results, there’s 

also the danger of focusing so narrowly 
that you limit your awareness and miss 
the chance to express your many dimen-
sions. Stay open to developing interests 
outside your main goal.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Friendships are a 
pay-as-you-go plan, voluntary commit-
ments without lasting obligation. You’ll 
give and get value from a relationship as 
you keep building it together, with stable 
routines and with whimsical fun.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Happiness is 
a jaguar. You can chase it if you want, but 
it will always be faster than you. Mine the 
treasures of your current circumstance in 
whatever mood you happen to be in and the 
jaguar will come around when it wants to.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The usual 
problem-solving techniques won’t work, 
which is a blessing and an invitation. 
You’re ready to get unconventional. 
Learning what’s new in the world will 
help more than just this effort. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ll be there 
for a special friend in a time of need, but 
what makes you special is that you don’t 
wait for that time to do something nice. 
It’s the unexpected things you do for no 
apparent reason that will have impact.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You en-
courage people to tell you their ideas no 
matter how off-beat or silly they may be. 
It never fails; a brilliant solution always 
falls accidentally into the mix. The input 
you receive will invigorate a tired scene.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Dec. 6). A cosmic 
pendulum swing gives your year rhythm 
and flow. First, you enjoy comfort, then 
excitement. Projects thrill, then work 
gives you the stability you can build on. 
More highlights: There’s a favorable end 
to negotiations and legal matters. Joint 
ventures will provide more than mone-
tary riches. Your driving motivation is 
to help others achieve their aims, and 
through your service you get your own 
needs met many times over. Virgo and 
Scorpio adore you. Your lucky numbers 
are: 10, 1, 3, 33 and 38.

— Horoscopes by Holiday

horoScoPe

Canaveral launch pad before 
crashing down and exploding.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS
Actor James Naughton is 78. 

Former Transportation Secre-
tary Ray LaHood is 78. Former 
Sen. Don Nickles, R-Okla., is 75. 
Actor JoBeth Williams is 75.

––The Associated Press
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AUTOMOTIVE

• After Hours Commercial 
and Residential Cleaning

• Carpet, Tile & Upholstery 

Licensed,
Bonded

& Insured(720) 450-0581

COMPUTER/INTERNET

FOR SALE
SUPER-FAST HIGH-SPEED

INTERNET
GUARANTEED TO BLOW YOUR

CURRENT INTERNET PROVIDER AWAY!
Price: Starting at just $29.95/mo

Seller: Bijou Telephone Co-op

Call 303-822-5400 
if you're ready for something better!

Claussen 
Chiropractic

1517 Main Street

Strasburg, CO

(303) 622-4200

StrasburgStrasburg
Auto PartsAuto Parts

Family owned and Family owned and 
operated for 45 years.operated for 45 years.
Mon - Fri 7:30am - 6pmMon - Fri 7:30am - 6pm
Sat 8am-5pm / Sun 8am-1pmSat 8am-5pm / Sun 8am-1pm

303-622-4211303-622-4211
1313 Monroe St. Strasburg, CO1313 Monroe St. Strasburg, CO
Thank you for your business! - Ed & CherylThank you for your business! - Ed & Cheryl

COMPUTER TECH

720-281-4990
carl@carlthecomputerguy.comcarl@carlthecomputerguy.com

• In-Home • Technical
Support

Licensed & 
Insured
Free 

Estimates
36 Years Experience

Commercial & Residential
Foundation Walls,

Excavation,

Flatwork,

 Stamped Concrete,

Concrete Demo,

Hauling,

Recycled Asphalt Drives.

Bert Gagne
303-941-3991

gagnesconcrete@netecin.net

LEO’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC

License #: 7422
Strasburg: 720-203-9955

Leo Hurtado
Master Electrician/Owner

Fillings •Cleanings •Crowns
•Extractions •Emergency Services

•Root Canals •Whitening
Open Evenings and Weekends

In-Network for Almost All Insurances
303-644-5058

www.openandaffordable.com
280 E. Colfax Ave Suite 1, Bennett, CO 80102

ENGINEERING

303.434.4560
Lic. & Insured - LIC# 5497

Panel Upgrades - Pole Barns
All Types of Wiring - Free Estimates

CONSTRUCTION

DENTAL

Pole Barns, roofing, decks, garages, and more

Outback Construction LLC.
720-202-1490 

Kevin Damron 
constructionoutback@gmail.com

(303) 834-0431
Sam@guffeyelectricllc.com 
55955 E Kentucky Ave
Strasburg, CO 80136 
www.guffeyelectricllc.com

Commercial, Residential, Service
Licensed and Insured

Wally’s
Concrete

Licensed & Insured
Residential & Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
ALL FLAT WORK

STAMPED CONCRETE
FOUNDATIONS

No Job Is
Too Small or Too Big
References Available
Call or Text Walter

720-998-5731
Locally Owned

wallysconcrete@gmail.com

Service Directory

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Grothe Financial Services P.C.
(303)644-4600

Need QuickBooks Support?
Give us a call!

A+ Appliance A+ Appliance ServicesServices
Rods Appliance ServiceRods Appliance Service

• Free Phone Quotes• Free Phone Quotes
• $20 Cash Discount• $20 Cash Discount
Brand Name Parts &Brand Name Parts &

Two-Year Warranty PlusTwo-Year Warranty Plus
a Client Satisfaction &a Client Satisfaction &
Low Price Assurance.Low Price Assurance.

Established in 1995 and Established in 1995 and 
Locally Owned. Locally Owned. 
303-822-9868
303-809-4229

Five Star
Client Rated

www.rodscontracts.com

• Excavating

• Utilities

• Septic

• Hydrants

• Landscape

• Hardscape720-507-4076
info@crushexcavation.com

• Used & new tire sales

• Tire repairs • Oil changes

• Windshield Chip Repair • Car Wash

Monday-Friday: 8:00-5:00

Saturday: 8:00-12:00

Sunday: Closed
Purchase 4 new 

tires from us 
and  

receive a free 
rotation!

97 N Main St.

Byers, CO 

303-822-8333

New
Location!

ASE Certified Technician
OIL CHANGE (CONV)

ALIGNMENTS
Tu-Fri 8am to 5:30pm

Sat. 9am to 3pm
56773 E. I-70 Frontage Rd.
Strasburg, CO.

Nationwide Nationwide 
Warranty!Warranty!

303-622-4100

JayHawk Grading
Byers, Colorado

Road Grading • Finish Grading
• Driveway Material • 

Excavation • Snow Removal
303-210-8567

CONCRETE

ACCOUNTING

(303)877-2788
homeconstructionandrepair.com

New Construction, 
Remodeling,

Home Repairs, & More!

CARPET CLEANING

CHIROPRACTOR DECKS & PATIOS

ELECTRICIANS

Since 2011, specializing in:

Decks • Patio Covers • 
Outdoor Kitchens •

Much More
Also, Now Offering:

• Basement Finishes
• Kitchen &

Bathroom Remodels
(720)273-9556

DeckEscapesCO.com

CNC
Logo/Sign Engraving • Slab Flattening • 

Cut Outs • Custom Work

Woodworking
Bar Tops/Tables • Vanity Sinks • Barn 

Doors • Slabs/Logs • Saw Milling Up to 60”

Concrete
Sidewalks • Patios/Pads •

Retaining/Dividing Walls

Home Remodeling/Demo
Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling •

Basement Finishing

Vanderholtcustoms.com
info@vanderholtcustoms.com

(303)618-4000

For All Your Drywall Needs!

New homes, remodel and 
basement finishing. We match 
any texture or smooth finish.

Call for free estimates.

(720)427-5571

This Space Only
$30.00
Per Week

(303)622-9796

Wide Open
Heating, Air & Electric LLC
Electrical services include:

• Panel Upgrades •
• New Construction •

• Remodel •
• Residential & Commercial •

LOCALLY OWNED/OPERATED (Byers)
Licensed/Insured

Military & First Responder Discounts 
720-810-6048 

www.facebook.com/wideopenhvac

This Space Only
$14.00 Per Week
(303)622-9796
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Reed & Sons
Custom fencing

Call Brendan for a free estimate

303-834-7216
reed&sonsfencingllc

FENCING

Remember us for:
• Livestock Fencing • 
Pole Barns • Loafing 
Sheds • Deck & Patio 
Covers • Cattle Guard 
Fabrication & Install • 

Excavation 
(720)712-8828

www.coloradoelitedeckandfence.com
Where exquisite quality meets affordable pricing!

HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Tractor and Equipment Repairs. 
Backhoes • Loaders • Trenchers

CaLL us, we Can fix iT!
Pick up and delivery available!
303-622-4012

Hydrants
installed or replaced

303-865-4830

Serving Eastern Colorado for Over 30 Years
Sales/Service • Installation • Furnaces

Air Conditioning • Geo-Thermal
 Fireplaces

FREE ESTIMATES 
on new or replacement systems

1506 Main Street,Strasburg, CO  •  plainsheating.com

303-622-2914

Comfort Guy Inc.
“Don’t get caught in the cold!

Schedule a precision 
tune-up for your 
heating system!”

303-644-5193Your Custom Comfort 
System Specialist www.comfortguyinc.com

Integrity Insurance 
and Financial Services

Business • Home • Auto • Life • Health • Farm
Wills • Renters & Condo • Rental Property

(303) 644-4872
www.integrityinsagency.com

Contact Julie Lewis, integrityins@gmail.com

Reasonable Pricing!
Local Business!
303-990-3715

JUNK VEHICLES

Home — Farm & Ranch — Commercial
Strasburg O!ce — 970-522-1681

Renee Little
Renee@SonnenbergAgency.com

Service Directory

GARAGE DOORS

FUNERAL HOMES & MONUMENTS
Locally Owned and Operated

 56131 E. Colfax Ave. Strasburg, CO 80136

303-710-4221
www.lovefuneralhomes.com

Heating & Air Conditioning

Residential & Commercial

303303.622.24HR(2447)

USMechanicalCompany.com

24 Hour Service • Straightforward Pricing
Daikin 12 years parts & labor warranties*

Financing Options Available
Indoor Air Quality & Water Filtration

Free Estimates on Replacements / Installs
10100% Satisfaction Guarantee 

 

Wide Open
Heating, Air & Electric LLC

Commercial & Residential HVAC
New Builds • Duct Cleaning

24/7 Emergency Service
Preventive Maintenance

Water Heater Replacement

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Military& First Responder Discounts 

720-810-6048 
www.facebook.com/wideopenhvac

For all Your Commercial & 
Residential Insulation Needs:
• ATTIC Blow Insulation;

• Net Blow Walls;
• Wall Batts;

• Vinyl Insulation;
• Spray Foam; and
• Foam Fire Stop.

• New & Remodel Homes
We Give You an Affordable Price!

Affordable Insulation LLC

47327 Clover Ave.

Bennett, CO 80102

For English, (303)949-9751

Para Español, (303)437-0566
www.insulationindenverco.com

          facebook.com/affordable.insulation.73

           Affordable Insulation Inc.            Affordable Insulation Inc. 

HYDRANTS

HANDYMAN SERVICES

INSULATION

FUNERAL HOMES

Full-Service Flooring Company
• No-cost, no-obligation

in-home estimates;

• Samples brought to

home at time of estimate.

Sales, Installation & Repairs:
Carpet • Hardwood 

Laminate • Luxury Vinyl & 

Waterproof Floors

Sanding/finishing of
existing hardwood, 

prefinished hardwood & 
hardwood stairs.

(303)667-0085

FLOORING

EnGarde Defense
CCW, Handgun & Home Safety

Group and private classes

55 years experience; NRA Cert.

Text Larry Browne, (720)808-2240

FIREARMS SAFETY

• Maintenance Cleans
• Construction Cleans
• Move In / Move Out Cleaning
• Locally Sta!ed, Owned and Operated

303-803-5495

HOUSECLEANING

BOBCAT SKID STEER WORK
Trenching • grading • culvert 

installation • postholes (6-36 in.) • 
    snow removal (720)935-1428 

Landscape Installs • Gravel 
Driveways Irrigation Systems • 

Retaining Walls • Walk Ways & Patios  
• Trenching & Excavation • Land 
Clearing • Drainage Solutions

• Freeze Hydrants

Family owned and operated with over 
38 years of industry experience.

www.canyoncreeklandscape.com

 Call us today for a free estimate. 
720-427-8430

LANDSCAPING

INSURANCE

/./

GET THE EDGE
ON YOUR COMPETITION

ADVERTISE WITH US
303.622.9796

Maintenance
& Cleanup 

• Estimates avail. for larger projects;
• Licensed & Insured

Call Rob, (303)910-3433 or e-mail: 
services.2ndchance@gmail.com.

HEATING & AC

FIREWOOD

Cottonwood, $180/cordCottonwood, $180/cord
Also available: Pine

or Hardwood Mix.

(303)887-8702

EYE CARE

Most Insurances Accepted

1506 Main St., Strasburg
720.405.2020

2020EyeVenue.com
Locally Owned

• Routine Eye Exams
• Medical Eye Care

• Sunglasses
• Contact Lenses

New Office Hours
Monday thru Friday:

8 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Saturday:

8 a.m. — 12 p.m.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

This Space Only
$21.00 Per Week
(303)622-9796
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A water well system could last 

you over a decade or more, but 

will only reach that age with 

attention and care.

WE OFFER:

• quality water systems;

• new pump installation;

• well service and repair. 

Licensed, bonded,

and insured.
(License #1584)

Contact US: (720)953-8070
Elevationpump@outlook.com

Locally owned & operated, 

serving Northern Colorado

Pet Boarding
303-644-4322
www.TheFourLeggedInn.com

Bennett, CO

Strasburg Rock Co.
Sales & Delivery

Recycled Asphalt
Road Base • Arena Sand

Fill Dirt • Top Soil • Mulch
Decorative Rock • Compost
Family Owned Since 2004

8255 Strasburg Road
Call for a FREE estimate

720-557-6529

LANDSCAPING MATERIAL

LAWN & ACREAGE

PET CARE

We get rid of pests 
fast, safely, and 

affordably.

Guaranteed results!

Mice & General Pests

PEST CONTROL

 Call Adam: (720) 327-9363
schat.adam1@gmail.com

Schat Plumbing

Courteous and prompt service!

       New construction• Remodels
              Water heaters • Gas lines 
Small drain cleaning • Hose repair 
Boiler repair • Well tank valves
       (Electronic and metal recycling)

303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com

820 Sharis Ct. Bennett, CO

As Seen On  Animal PlanetAs Seen On  Animal Planet

Next time you’re away, 

your pet has a place 

to stay.

• Professional Experienced Sta! 
• Clean Facility
• Walks & Outside Playtime 
• Owner Directed Feeding
• Experienced in Administering Medication
• Baths Available for Additional Fee
• Pet Updates Available
• Full & Half Day Daycare Available 
• Fully Insured

LICENSED

Service Directory

ROOFING

303-644-3379
www.livingspringsvet.com

As Seen On  Animal Planet

Offering Full Grooming Services

• Grooming available:
   Tuesday- Saturday
• Clean Facility
• All Breeds 
• Cat Grooming 
   Available
• Call For a Quote!

Your friendly neighborhoodYour friendly neighborhood

pet groomerspet groomers

820 Sharis Ct. Bennett, CO

LICENSED

PRO CLASSIC 
PAINTING 
303-880-7235

CALL ERIC OR LINDA
contactus@proclassicpainting.com

Chances are we painted one of your 
neighbor’s or friend’s home.

Painting • Flooring • Drywall• 

Cabinets • Remodeling • Much More

For a free estimate:
(720)250-6153; Jorgejr24@yahoo.com
Owner, Jorge Guijarro Jr; Se Habla Espanõl

PLUMBING

CUMMINGS ROOFING CO.

29 Years Serving The Corridor!
Licensed and Insured

Steve Cummings
303-644-5500 • Cell: 303-594-8608

Roofing & Gutters
Residential • Commercial 

Asphalt Roofing • Metal Roofing • Flat Roofing 
TPO • EPDM •  A+ Rating w/BBB 

719.775.8687  •  raazroofing.com

RAAZ Roofing & Construction, LLC

ROOFING

PAINTING

1407 Main St., Suite E; Strasburg
C: (303)865-0879; O: (303)622-4951

home@sureseal.pro

PET BOARDING

d d d d

PUMP & WELL

SEPTIC

SAND & GRAVEL

Mitchell  brand 

SAND • GRAVEL • DIRT
road/ landscaping Stuff

arena/bedding/Structural

303-870-4260 

This Space Only

$22.50 Per Week

(303)622-9796
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Caring and compassionate vet
 care for your livestock, horse and

furry four legged companions.

Mon, Tu, Th, Fri - 8 am to 6 pm
Sat 8 am to 2 pm; Closed Wed & Sun

550 E Colfax Ave unit A in Bennett

303-644-4MVP

Dr. Cassandra Durant, DVM
Massage, acupuncture, and

chiropractic treatment as well!

The Musketeers
Veterinary Practice

R & M Tree Service
Tree & Shrub Trimming & Removal

• Insured • 14 years experience

(720) 601-2030

WINDOWS

"Caring for all of your pet, horse and livestock 

needs along the I-70 Corridor since 1947." 

303-622-4415
56151 E. Colfax Ave. Strasburg

Monday — Friday, 8am-7pm;
Saturday, 8am-1pm

Mobile & Emergency Service 

Strasburg Veterinary

Clinic, LLC

Reed Hanks, DVM • Mikayla Bonnett, DVM 

Alison Bush, DVM • Shireen Zolghadri, DVM 

Jodie Vetter, DVM • MC Worthington, DVM

Integrative, Affordable Health 
Care & Chiropractic Care.

Monday thru Saturday:
7:30am - 7:30pm
Sunday: Closed

303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com
820 Sharis Ct., Bennett, CO

Full service medical &  
surgical practice specializing in 

family pets, fine horses,
livestock, and exotics.  

Mobile, emergency & overnight 
triage services available.

Offering pet boarding,
day care, and grooming. 

As seen on Animal Planet

Dr. Jennifer Gochanour
Dr. Madi Levitsky
Dr. Stephanie McAvoy
Dr. Bekah Jackson

WATER DAMAGE

VETERINARY

MISCELLANEOUS

Service Directory

VETERINARY

Lance Grothe, CPA, CFP®
Tax, Accounting
& Financial Services
690 E Colfax Ave, Bennett
303-644-4600

TAXES

STORAGE

Bennett, Colorado

www.FrontRangeRVstorage.com

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE     ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOTORCYCLE   ATV   SXS   UTV   SNOWMOBILES   

GOLF CART   MOBILITY DEVICES
TRAILERS   LIGHTS & WIRING
ROLL CAGES   WELDING & FABRICATION

314 S. OWENS ST; BYERS CO 80103
720 365 7794
OPEN TUES - SAT 10AM - 8PM

This Space Only

$15.00 Per Week

(303)622-9796

Shannon 

Roth

(303)822-6644

(303)883-9339

PO Box 9

Byers, CO 

SEPTIC
by approximately $20,000 and 
$25,000, respectively. While the 
March sales tax number had a defi-
cit from budget of approximately 
$87,500, second quarter’s total still 
exceeded budget estimates by ap-
proximately $15,000.

Third quarter revenues showed a 
deficit of $25,000, however.

“Based on the performance of the 
first three quarters, staff has adjust-
ed sales tax revenue projections for 
the fourth quarter to match actuals 
for the 2022 fourth quarter. There-
fore, we anticipate sales tax growth 
at 1.27% versus the 3% (originally) 
budgeted.”

In 2022, the town took in 
$4,296,506 in sales tax. This year to 
date, $3,295,195 has been received, 
down 1.73% ($76,003) from the 
original projections. The modified 
projection for 2023 is $4,321,898 
in total sales tax revenue.

Ruvalcaba noted that 2023 is still 
proving to be a successful year, “but 
we have seen less of an increase 
in sales tax revenue than we have 
probably in the past six or seven 
years.”

“I don’t think it’s a cause for con-
cern,” she added. “Inflation and 
the pandemic have done what they 
do and slowed the economy a little 
bit as far as discretionary spending 
goes.”

Ruvalcaba reported that general 
fund revenues are at 78% of budget 
projections, trending slightly ahead 
of the benchmark.

Building permits and other devel-
opment-related fees are the prima-
ry revenue source driving the posi-
tive trend.

General fund expenditures are at 
60% year to date.

“Mostly this is because we do all 
of our end of year transfers (to next 
year’s budget), but things like per-
sonnel expenditures are right on 
track at that 75%,” she said.

Staff is projecting a $165,000 de-
crease in the general fund balance 
because of the Pearl Street comple-
tion project.

“That project was approved by 
the board this year, so we will do a 
budget amendment and carry that 
forward because construction will 
not take place until 2024,” Ruval-
caba said.

The entire third-quarter financial 
report is available to view on the 
town of Bennett website.

In the regular business meeting, 
the board of trustees approved the 
first amendment to the Subdivision 
Agreement (SA) for Bennett Ranch 
Filing No. 1.

The Bennett Ranch Property is 
located at the southwest corner 
of East 38th Avenue and Colora-
do Highway 79, which becomes 
Palmer south of the school campus. 
Planning Manager Steve Hebert, in 
presenting the amendment, noted 
that the board first approved the SA 
in October 2020. The agreement 
obligated the homebuilder, LGI, to 
put in certain improvements before 
they could start pulling building 
permits for the 145 planned sin-
gle-family lots.

“LCI has completed all of the im-
provements except for the final im-
provements to the state Highway 
79 (Palmer Avenue) at the Morgan 
Way intersection and the East 38th 
Avenue intersection,” Hebert said, 
adding that the improvements at 
both locations include new acceler-
ation and left turn lanes.

Those improvements were orig-
inally scheduled to be constructed 
earlier this fall, but, because the 
construction would have caused 
significant congestion along Palm-
er Avenue in the vicinity of the 
school campus, town staff recom-
mended the work to be postponed 
to the spring and summer of 2024, 
a change LGI Homes accepted.

Hebert asked the board to con-
sider amending the SA so LGI could 
begin building homes this winter 
and next spring.

“Staff is recommending the SA be 
amended to allow the issuance of 
no more than 50 building permits 
and certificates of occupancy before 
the Highway 79 improvements are 
completed,” Hebert said, adding 
that the Colorado Department of 
Transportation and the town’s traf-
fic engineer, Mike Heugh, support 
the proposal.

After discussion, the trustees 
unanimously approved the amend-
ment.

The next order of business was a 
staff proposal to vacate a portion of 
the town’s right-of-way on Penrith 
Road.

A recently discovered error in a 
1998 survey resulted in a portion of 
town right-of-way to overlap home 
lots built on the rear lot line on the 
east side of Penrith, south of East 
Colfax Avenue.

Two slivers of land, between .41 
and 4.37 feet, have been occupied 
by the lot owners, who made im-
provements on it as part of their 
backyards.

Planning Manager Steven Hoese, 
in his staff report on the issue, not-
ed that the portions of the overlap-
ping right of way are not needed for 
municipal purposes now or for the 
foreseeable future.

“It would be a hardship to require 
the lot owners to move the fence 
and landscaping the .41 to 4.37-
foot distance and revise the legal 
descriptions for their title docu-
ments,” he said. “Approving the 
vacation request would leave the 
single family lots the same size and 
would not change their ownership, 
while only slightly reducing the size 
of the town’s right-of-way.”

Trustees agreed, and unanimous-
ly approved an ordinance to vacate 
the section of right-of-way.

In other business, the trustees 
adopted a resolution approving 
the Bennett Crossing Filing 1, First 
Amendment Minor Subdivision 
Plat.

The amendment divides Lot 11 
into two buildable lots to provide a 
location for a proposed Intermoun-
tain Health Facility.

In his staff report, Hoese noted 
that the Bennett Crossing commer-
cial subdivision is east of Highway 
79 and north of I-70, and lot 11 is 
south of the intersection of Pearl 
and Cedar, immediately north of 
the Comfort Inn Suites and Hotel. 
The property is zoned Planned De-
velopment.

Hoese added that the Planning & 
Zoning Commission reviewed the 
proposal Nov. 27 and recommend-
ed approval.  The Board of Trust-
ees’ resolution was adopted unan-
imously.

The next meeting of the Bennett 
Board of Trustees is at 7 p.m., Tues-
day, Dec. 12.

Meetings are held at the Bennett 
Town Hall and are also accessible 
via Zoom.

BENNETT SALES TAX FROM PAGE 1
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Lulu’s Lulu’s 
InnInn

 CURRENTLY SEEKING
COOKS • SERVERS

BARTENDERS • HOSTESS
Full- or part-time

Please Call 
303-261-9672

or stop by
33355 E. HWY 36, WATKINS

or e-mail resume to
LULUSINN4@YAHOO.COM  

East Central BOCES is seeking a 2 days/
week school social worker to join our 
dynamic multidisciplinary team of 
professionals for the 2023-2024 school 
year. Masters in social work (MSW) re-
quired or able to obtain. CDE licensed 
or eligible for a license. Grades PreK-12 
assessment, direct counseling and con-
sultation services. Mileage reimburse-
ment. Flexible scheduling with the 
opportunity to complete some work 
at home. Salary range for 39 days: 
$10,116-$11,437. To apply for this po-
sition, please visit our website ecboces.
org and click on the “Jobs” page, click 
on the job you are interested in and 
then click on the grey “Apply Online” 
button located at the bottom of the 
job listing. Questions, contact Tracy at 
(719)775-2342, ext. 101. EOE. 12/6

Full-time special education paraprofession-
al needed for the 2023-2024 school year 
in our west area center-based learning 
programs in Strasburg. Competitive 
pay and benefits including individual 
health insurance. $15-$18/hour de-
pending on experience. To apply for 
this position, visit our website ecboces.
org and click on the “Jobs” page, click 
on the job you are interested in and 
click on the grey button “Apply Online” 
at the bottom of the job listing. Ques-
tions, contact Tracy at (719)775-2342, 
ext. 101 or tracyg@boces.org. EOE. 
12/13

Rocky Mountain Sire Services seeks 
herdsman. Work outdoors handling 
bulls and general barn maintenance. 
Full-time with salary and benefits. 
(303)644-3246. 12/27

Classified ads

Help Wanted

 

Please apply through the Talent Ed 

portal located under employment 

on the Strasburg School District 

website.  Full Time positions with 

great benefits package including 
medical, life and LTD.

For additional information, 
please e-mail Jill Schmidt at 

jschmidt@strasburg31j.com or 
call (303)622-9211, ext. 900.

Strasburg School District No. 31-J is an equal 
opportunity employer and does not unlawfully 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, 
sex, national origin, creed, religion, age, sexual 

STRASBURG 
SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 31J

Open Positions:
District

• Small Car Driver
• *Grant Writer

• *Interpreter/
Translator

(*Temporary as needed)

High School
• Asst. Principal

• English Teacher**
(**Sign-on bonus up to $7,500)

Elementary School
• Teacher

Substitutes
• Food Service

• Paraprofessional
• Custodian
• Teachers

($150/day; meal card for free school lunch; and 
sub license reimbursement after 5 sub days.)

Help WantedHelp Wanted

WE’RE HIRING!
Now hiring for:

General Laborers
$20 per hour to start.

No Experience required, just have a valid CO 

Driver’s license. We Pay for you to get your Class 

A CDL if you want to move into a different position.

Paid Weekly with PTO accruing from Day 1.

 

Please call Josh at

(720)690-3817

Apply in person at: 2300 Cavanaugh Rd., Watkins, CO 80137.

di ersifiedundergr und c

Foreman/Heavy Equip. Operator Needed
• Competitive wages.

• Company vehicle.

Contact Bill, Kuhn Construction
(303)570-6104

Heavy Equip. Operators/Laborers Needed
• Will train.

• Own transportation required.

Contact Bill, Kuhn Construction
(303)570-6104

Prairie Creeks Living Center
Assisted Living

Accepting applications for 
Resident Assistant:

Part-time 7 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Part-time 3 p.m. - 11:30 p.m.

Activity Assistant:
Part-time 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Cook:
Part-time 6 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Part-time 3 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Apply in-person

56175 Sunset Ave., Strasburg.
Background check required.

Help Wanted

is now accepting
applications for a:

Full-Time Night
Custodial Supervisor

M-F: 2-10:30 p.m.
Full-time with benefits.

Salary based on:
supervisory/custodial exp. 

Classified Applications are
available on the

Human Resources page of the 
district website,

www.byers32j.k12.co.us,
under the District tab,

or available at the District Office.

Inquiries should be directed to 
Tim Barber at

(303)822-5292, x1138.

Byers School District 32-J

Come Join Our Team in Bennett!
Eastern Slope Technologies is accepting ap-
plications for a Multifunctional Network 

Worker that reports to the Bennett office. Pay range is $24.13 up 
to $34.91 per hour with an attractive benefit package including 
health, vision and dental insurance, and 401K Plan. EOE. See our 
website at https://easternslopetech.com/estech-careers, call the 
business office at 888-999-3778, or stop by the business office in 
Hugo (403 Third Ave.).

Chunky’s Towing
We buy junk cars

 and trucks!
720-560-6763
Se Habla Español

Services
If your trees or bushes are not becoming 
to you, you should be coming to us. 
Trees and bushes trimmed, sheared 
or removed. Stump grinding. Insured. 
Call Tim, (303)822-5572. 12/20c

THE DEER TRAIL SCHOOL

PLEASE FILL OUT AN ONLINE 
APPLICATION AT WEBSITE

WWW.DT26J.COM.

QUESTIONS? PLEASE CALL
HAYLEY WHITEHEAD

303-769-4421.

IS LOOKING TO FILL THE
FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

2023-24 SCHOOL YEAR

• Full-Time• Full-Time

CustodianCustodian

• Full-Time Small

Vehicle Driver
(CDL is NOT Required)

• Substitute• Substitute

TeachersTeachers

• Cafeteria• Cafeteria

SubstitutesSubstitutes

This Space Only

$15.00 Per Week

(303)622-9796
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Bar Double J J J

Hay For Sale

• Alfalfa • Alfalfa/Grass • Cow Hay
John James, (303)819-0122

Top quality hay. Variety of types, 
sizes, prices. Barn stored.

Delivery available.

(303) 263-4328

Circle DL Ranch LLC

DAN & LORETTA BOSWELL               BYERS, CO

For Sale:

Towed Vehicle

• 1991 GMC; VIN #: 702969

Hank’s Happy Acres, Inc. 

Strasburg, Co 80136

Call 303-489-4746

Classified ads

Homes & LandHomes & LandHomes & LandHomes & Land

Linda GentryLinda Gentry

Managing Broker/OwnerManaging Broker/Owner

(303)570-5871(303)570-5871

Jnlgentry@aol.comJnlgentry@aol.com

Becky MatthewsBecky Matthews

BrokerBroker

(303)345-3388(303)345-3388

BeckyMatthewsRE@gmail.comBeckyMatthewsRE@gmail.com

609 acres of prime farm ground in Strasburg
60 acres irrigated with 2 mini pivots.60 acres irrigated with 2 mini pivots.

2 stock water wells.2 stock water wells.
Build a home & have your own piece of Paradise!Build a home & have your own piece of Paradise!

JUST LISTED! $3,349,500JUST LISTED! $3,349,500

HOME RUNHOME RUN
RealtyRealty

Byers, ColoradoByers, Colorado

sold! sold! sold!

sold! sold! sold!

Sharlyn Rose
303-916-8512

sharlynrose@tds.net • www.countryroserealty.com 

WELCOME DECEMBER!

Colorado Land Realty

Frank Linnebur, Broker • 303-748-7028 • 800 US Hwy. 36, Byers
View all listings at: ColoradoLandRealty.com

• 35 Ac home site 8 mi S of Strasburg on Quincy Ave. $209,999
• 640 Acre pasture 16 mi E of Deer Trail

4 mi off nearest road, no well $450,000 or $703/Acre
• 13.92 Acres 2 irrig wells adjacent to Strasburg Schools $700k

• 1,920 Ac Pasture or CRP w/ wind lease income, stock well
28mi NE of Byers $1,625,000 or $846/Acre

• 7.25 acre investment 1 mi E of Watkins (Colfax & Imboden) $450,000

Free
Free, free, free. Pick up of autos, farm 
equipment, batteries, all nonferrous 
metal types. Also available for a min-
imal fee, pick up of appliances, TVs, 
piles, etc. Call Blaine today at (303)819-
7659. 12/27c

Farm & Ranch

For Sale
Letter jackets and chenilles. Harriet Mc-
Neill, (303)919-2065. 12/6c

Photos from The I-70 Scout & Eastern 
Colorado News are available for pur-
chase in color or black and white. 4x6 
$6; 5x7 $8; 8½x11 $12. (303)622-
9796. 12/27c

Vehicles

It’s the Perfect Time!It’s the Perfect Time!
Let’s go house shopping!Let’s go house shopping!
Schedule a showing todaySchedule a showing today::

574 4th St., Bennett — 3BR, 2BA Duplex w/2-car detached 
garage; NO HOA. $359,000.
55535 E. Apache Pl., Strasburg — 5BR, 4BA on 2.99 acres. 
$708,000 (Offering $10k concessions to buyer).

VACANT LAND
12693 Pass Me By Road, Strasburg — 39+ Acres, fully 
fenced, power along road. $235,000
12910, 13020, 13230 Deter Winters Rd, Byers — 112+ 
Acres. $313,600 (Possible Owner Carry). 

We Love Making Your Dreams Come True!We Love Making Your Dreams Come True!
!"#$%&$'(%#)%*''+,-,./012///3'4'55567""89%:$;<%=$>6#<$!"#$%&$'(%#)%*''+,-,./012///3'4'55567""89%:$;<%=$>6#<$

OFFICE FOR RENT
Approximately 400 sq. ft. Office with 

reception/2nd office in front. Approximately 1850 

sq. ft. warehouse with overhead door. 1 Bathroom. 

Yard space available. Nice! Located in commercial

office/warehouse building in Strasburg.

303-361-9100 x 21

MOBILE HOME IN BENNETT
2 large bedrooms, 2 baths, laundry, off-

street parking, centrally located.

Background & credit check required.

$1,350
303-854-8829

For Rent

Call us Call us nownow
I-70 Scout, 303-622-9796.I-70 Scout, 303-622-9796.
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It’s cranberry season!
Cranberries are a fall fruit so now 

is the time to find them fresh in the 
produce department.

I make this festive cake every hol-
iday season. Frozen cranberries can 
be used but fresh is best.

How about the apples? All apples 
aren’t baking apples. Choose vare-
ties that hold firm while baking. I 
like Honeycrisp, Fuji or Gala. They 
aren’t always labeled so ask the 
produce person to help find them.

This cake is pretty! My grandkids 
call it Christmas Cake, a holiday tra-
dition at grandma’s house. You can 
dust the top with powdered sugar 
or make a glaze for extra sweetness. 
I serve it with sugar glazed pecans.

’Tis the season for sugar overload!

CRANBERRY APPLE CAKE
INGREDIENTS

• 2 apples, peeled and chopped

• 1 (12-ounce) bag fresh cranber-
ries

• ¼ cup flour
• ¼ cup sugar
• 1 white cake mix
• 3 eggs
• ⅓ cup vegetable oil
• 1 cup water

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Spray 9- by 12-inch baking dish 
with non-stick spray.

Put apples and cranberries in 
large bowl. Add flour and sugar. 
Toss to coat.

In mixer bowl, stir in cake mix, 
eggs, oil, water. Beat at low speed 
1 minute and then medium speed 1 
minute.

Fold in apple cranberry mixture. 
Spread evenly in prepared dish. 
Bake about 40 minutes until center 
tests done and top is golden brown. 
Cool completely.

Slice and serve on pretty dessert 
plates.

Cranberry Apple Cake

ChuCk Wagon

by Bobbie Keefer
 For The Scout
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BUY, LEASE &BUY, LEASE &

RENT PROGRAMSRENT PROGRAMS

1000 Gal Tank,1000 Gal Tank,

$5,500.00$5,500.00

500 Gal Tank,500 Gal Tank,

$3,400.00$3,400.00

20#, 30#, 40# & #10020#, 30#, 40# & #100

Bottle RefillsBottle Refills
(Within expiration date)(Within expiration date)

Propane FillPropane Fill

$1.85 per gallon$1.85 per gallon

(Prices subject to change)(Prices subject to change)

Open: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.Open: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

555 Colfax Ave., Bennett555 Colfax Ave., Bennett

(303) 644-3251(303) 644-3251
Roggen Farmer's Elevator AssociationRoggen Farmer's Elevator Association

Roggen Office: (303) 849-5506Roggen Office: (303) 849-5506

LOOKINGLOOKING

FOR PROPANE?FOR PROPANE?

NEED A TANK?NEED A TANK?

COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SUPPLY
720-234-7130; 33365 E. Colfax Ave., Watkins

ROCK • SOIL • MULCH • BOULDERS • FABRIC • EDGING
DELIVERY & SKID STEER SERVICE ALSO AVAILABLE
WINTER FEATURES: FIREWOOD, X-MAS TREES & ICE MELT

2-Day Christmas Market2-Day Christmas Market
4-8 p.m., Friday, Dec. 15

Sip Holiday cocktails with local vendorsSip Holiday cocktails with local vendors

Woodhill Small Batch BBQWoodhill Small Batch BBQ

9 a.m.-3p.m., Saturday, Dec. 169 a.m.-3p.m., Saturday, Dec. 16
Pics with The Grinch (Sponsored by PickleChic)Pics with The Grinch (Sponsored by PickleChic)
Breakfast & lunch w/Le Crepe (Mimosas @ Bar)Breakfast & lunch w/Le Crepe (Mimosas @ Bar)

64001 US HWY 3664001 US HWY 36
Byers, CO 80103Byers, CO 80103

PHOTOS BY ALYSSA STEMO/For The Scout

What would you answer if someone asked “Are you dying to be a millionaire?” Members of  the Bennett High School Drama Guild perform playwright Pat Cook’s murder-comedy “Who’s 
Dying to be a Millionaire?” Nov. 9-10 at the school auditorium. Within the production, contestants drop as fast as the wisecracks in a wild, riotous lampoon of  quiz shows, politics and basic human 
nature. Clockwise from top left, Vivi Cranwill appears as Joyce Mansfield and Katelyn Faczak as Clovis Darnell, director of  the hottest game show in town; Orion Markovitz as Reginald Smarmy, the 
host of  the show, Chelsea Mejia Gonzalez as Mayor Bertha Hoggens, Annalisa Millholland as Sue Bandergill and Sissy Millholland as Nola Bartel; Natalee Sanders as Barbara Philpot; Katelyn Russo 
as Phoebe Kendall; Damien Wise as Sam’s father; and Salvatore Lomri as Sam Dithers, one of  the three contestants who dies during the play, and Markovitz.
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The Gift Shop
EXTENDED
DECEMBER
SHOPPING

HOURS!

Downtown Strasburg, CO
303-622-4586

Will be Open:
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sundays, Dec. 10th-17th-24th
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

303-822-9535
swimsdisposal.com

Locally owned trash 
company servicing
the I-70 Corridor in

residential & commercial 
garbage pickup.
Call today for your

cheapest rates!

CARL STEITZ/For The Scout

STATESTATE  SPIRITSPIRIT  BOUND!BOUND!

STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Three I-70 Corridor cheerleading programs are headed to this weekend’s Colorado State Spirit Championships, Dec. 7-9 at the Denver Coliseum. The Byers Bulldogs will be the first of  28 2A/3A Gameday squads to 

take the mat on Thursday. The green-and-white are slated for their preliminary performance at 9:14 a.m. The top seven teams from the division will qualify for Thursday night’s finals competition, which commences 

with the Parade of  Champions at 4 p.m. The 4A/5A Gameday competition will also take place on Thursday. Strasburg and Bennett are the first two 3A Cheer squads to compete on Friday at 8:05 a.m. and 8:13 a.m., 

respectively. The Indians and Tigers are among 14 schools in their category with the top four squads to participate in Friday night’s championship round beginning at approximately 6:45 p.m. Friday’s competitions 

will also include 2A, 4A and 5A Cheer, and 2A/3A, 4A and 5A Co-Ed Cheer. Saturday is reserved for all the pom and dance classifications. Clockwise from bottom left, the Byers cheerleaders and coaches are all smiles 

as they pose with the Denver Broncos cheerleaders during the Broncos Prep Game of  the Week, which was hosted by the Bulldogs on Sept. 29; Strasburg finishes up its routine in the Traditional category during 

the Patriot League Championships, which were hosted by the red-and-black on Nov. 17; and the Bennett squad enjoys the opening night of  the Tiger Tip-Off  basketball tournament Nov. 30.

For tickets and information, visit CHSAANow.com.
Event will be available online at nfhsnetwork.com.

(Subscription fee applies)

Good Luck LADY Tigers!Good Luck LADY Tigers!
From the Bennett Athletic Dept. From the Bennett Athletic Dept. & Bennett School District& Bennett School District

Congratulations to our Cheerleaders Congratulations to our Cheerleaders 
who are heading to the:who are heading to the:

Colorado StateColorado State
Spirit ChampionshipsSpirit Championships
Dec. 7-9; Denver ColiseumDec. 7-9; Denver Coliseum

L a d y  T i g e r s  t a k e  m a t  a t  8 : 1 3  a . m .  o n  F r i d a y
3 A  C h e e r  F i n a l s  a t  6 : 4 5  p . m .  F r i d a y

2A/3A Gameday Competition on Thursday:2A/3A Gameday Competition on Thursday:
Byers performance approx. 9:14 a.m.Byers performance approx. 9:14 a.m.

Gameday Finals start Thursday @ 4 p.m.Gameday Finals start Thursday @ 4 p.m.

For online broadcast, visit nfhsnetwork.com
(subscription fee applies).

Byers Athletic Dept. &Byers Athletic Dept. &
Byers School District 32JByers School District 32J

Good Luck Bulldogs!Good Luck Bulldogs!

Colorado State Spirit ChampionshipsColorado State Spirit Championships
Thurs. - Sat., Dec. 7-9Thurs. - Sat., Dec. 7-9

Denver ColiseumDenver Coliseum

Good Luck Indians!Good Luck Indians!

We’re all rooting We’re all rooting 

for you atfor you at

State Spirit!State Spirit!

Good Luck Indians Good Luck Indians 
at State Spirit!at State Spirit!

From Strasburg Athletic DepartmentFrom Strasburg Athletic Department

Colorado State Spirit ChampionshipsColorado State Spirit Championships
Thursday - Saturday, Dec. 7-9Thursday - Saturday, Dec. 7-9

Denver ColiseumDenver Coliseum
Strasburg to perform its 3A Cheer routineStrasburg to perform its 3A Cheer routine

@  8:05 a.m. Friday;  Finals at 6:45 p.m. Friday.@  8:05 a.m. Friday;  Finals at 6:45 p.m. Friday.

Good Luck Red-and-Black!Good Luck Red-and-Black!

Strasburg cheerleading team members, are, in no particular order: 

Cheyenne Lee, Alexa Thwaits, Emily Kopsch, Desirae Cox, Liber-

ty Rose, Alyssa Todack, Jule Kalina, Ali Edmonson, Yamie Coronel 

Munoz, Lily Hernandez, Jordan Duhon, Jordan Garcia, Elena Reyes, 

Aislynn Safe, and Alyssa Schaffer. The Indians are coached by Steph-

anie Peabody, who is assisted by Alaina Franklin and Melissa Martin.


