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A spring-like storm Dec. 28-29 blanketed most 
of the I-70 Corridor with at least a half-foot of 
snow and almost doubled the total amount of 
white stuff so far for the month; in some instanc-
es, snow totals closed in on the 1-foot-mark.

According to the National Weather Service, 
the official reporting station at Denver Interna-
tional Airport showed 7.1 inches of snow over-
night Wednesday into Thursday morning, but 
neighboring areas to the east ranged from 6-11 
inches, with the high mark set at Cabin Creek 
on East U.S. Highway 36. In terms of resulting 
moisture, estimates ranged between 0.6 and 0.9 
inches of precipitation.

“Most of the Denver area received their av-
erage monthly total for December in that one 
night,” according to the National Weather Ser-
vice office out of Boulder. “In addition, this was 
a storm more like what you’d see in March or 
April instead of December. A lot more moisture 
in the snow, probably three times wetter than 
normal. We even had some reports of lightning 

and some ‘thunder snow,’ so not your typical hol-
iday season storm.”

The monthly average for December snowfall 
in the Denver area is just over 6 inches, but af-
ter Dec. 28, this year’s total for the month had 
eclipsed a foot. The DIA total for the month was 
at 13.1 inches.

The heavily saturated snow also brought the 
area’s precipitation total for the month to almost 
1.2 inches, about four times the monthly average 
of 0.33 inches.

“Definitely not something we’re used to see-
ing at this time of year, but certainly good to see 
the extra moisture,” the NWS said. “Should help 
with drought improvement to start the spring, 
but will need more than this to provide long-
term progress.”

The ability for area soils to receive the mois-
ture has been questioned, especially after the 
sub-zero temperatures that inflicted the area the 
week of Dec. 20.

“Just don’t know how long it will be until the 
moisture will sink in because of the ground be-
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Miles Nelson, 12, finds out firsthand how wet and 
heavy the snow was from the Dec. 28-29 storm 
as he shovels the sidewalk in front of his family’s 
home in the Coyote Ridge subdivision in Strasburg.

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor

BENNETT — A team 
of Bennett sixth- through 
ninth-graders made the 
school district proud after 
its first robotics competition 
this past semester.

Alongside teachers Bri-

Bennett team fares well
at BEST robotics contest

an Baker from the high 
school and Jim Clark from 
the middle school, eight of 
11 robotics team members 
presented their experience 
from  their first ever BEST 
Robotics tournament in 
Denver in mid-November

SEE BENNETT BOE
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A pair of semi drivers mi-
raculously escaped mostly 
unscathed after their rigs 
were involved in accidents 
Dec. 29.

The most impactful of 
the incidents for commut-
ers occurred about 4:15 p.m. 
when an eastbound semi 
and trailer overturned on a 
bridge near eastbound I-70 
mile marker 297 a couple 
miles east of Watkins.

The tractor rolled onto the 

Semi drivers uninjured in pair of wrecks
driver side with its front ax-
les separated from the chas-
sis and the trailer ripped in 
two with the second half col-
liding with the inside guard 
rail. The wreckage covered 
all lanes of eastbound I-70, 
forcing about a 11/2-mile traf-
fic backup before the thor-
oughfare was closed at the 
Watkins exit.

Particulars of events lead-
ing to the incident were 
mostly unavailable at press 
time, but a Colorado State 
Patrol spokesman said that 
a few eyewitness accounts 

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor

indicated the roadway was 
wet with melting snow from 
the previous night’s snow-
storm.

“We don’t know really 
what happened yet, but 
weather and other things 
are part of the investi-
gation,” the State Patrol 
spokesman said. “It did 
require extrication of the 
61-year-old male driver, but 
he wasn’t seriously injured 
and was transported to a 
hospital for precautionary

SEE CRASHES
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A Bennett robotics team member remotely controls their entry 
during a competition in the metro area in mid-November.

GARY LESMANN/The I-70 Scout

Bags of Gala apples spill out of a semi trailer that melted in half on the eastbound I-70 offramp 
at the Peoria interchange midday Dec. 29.
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ing frozen solid,” one Deer Trail farmer said. 
“Hopefully, it sticks around on the fields and 
grasslands and doesn’t run off into the ditches 
or side of the roads where it would benefit the 
weeds most likely.”

The original blast of snow, cold and wind 
about 7 p.m. Wednesday resulted in the closing 
of I-70 in  both directions between E-470 and 
Burlington about 10:45 that night. The highway 
wasn’t reopened until about 7:30 a.m. Thursday. 

Other roadway closures included Highway 36 
east of Byers and Highway 71 between Limon 
and Brush.

According to local law enforcement, a com-
bination of the road closure and extensive fore-
warning of the storm’s path and significance 
minimized the number of serious accidents or 
other impacts from the storm.

“Kind of the usual storm stuff, a few slide-offs 
with mostly property damage. No serious inju-

STORM FROM PAGE 1
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Clockwise from left photo, in addition to its holiday lights, the Christmas tree in Strasburg’s Lyons Park was adorned with snow on its branches following the 
Dec. 28-29 snow storm that hit the I-70 Corrido; between 6-7 inches of snow blankets the holiday display in front of Strasburg Auto Parts Thursday morning; 
Neoma Murrow makes a dust cloud of snow while shoveling out in Strasburg’s Black Stone Ranch subdivision Dec. 29; and Xavier Karim, 11, and Bilal Karim, 
13, team up in a snowball fight against Brian Estrada, 12, also in the Black Stone Ranch subdivision Thursday afternoon.

ries or stranded motorists to speak of,” said Cmdr. 
Karl Smalley with the Adams County Sheriff’s 
Office. “Looks like the weather guys were spot 
on this time and people heeded their warnings 
for the most part.”

While Adams and Arapahoe counties delayed 
openings of their government buildings and 
local businesses modified their hours, schools 
were again not affected because of Christmas 
vacation.
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1-866-368-4304

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing benefi ts of a relaxing 
warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower while seated or 
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s FREE Shower Package!
✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height and pivots 

to o! er a seated shower option
✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty 

on the entire tub
✓Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, 

a! ordable price

Now you can have the best of  both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more a! ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-866-368-4304

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any 
previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash 

value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 Selling
Walk-In Tub

Featuring our 
Free Shower Package

NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 Selling

SPECIAL OFFER
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STRASBURG — Three Strasburg 
High School seniors are making a 
difference through their communi-
ty service project focused on men-
tal health.

Trinity Burch, Kierra Milner and 
Hayden Turner, members of the 
school’s chapter of Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA), chose 
to fundraise for a new counseling 
center — Hope Renewed Counsel-
ing in Strasburg.

Hope Renewed Counseling’s mis-
sion, according to its website is, “to 
create a place of hope for those who 
want secular-based counseling and 
a place of healing for those who 
are hurting and desire faith-based 
counseling in Eastern Colorado.”

The center is affiliated with Moun-
tain View Fellowship in Strasburg.

FBLA holds competitions in nu-
merous events; the community ser-
vice category is one of a few limit-
ed to one entry per chapter. Trinity 
told The I-70 Scout Dec. 28 that ad-
visor Kim Harris offers the project 
to seniors first, and she, Kierra and 
Hayden eagerly took it on.

Trinity added that, when the 
group was considering project 
ideas, she thought of the counsel-
ing center at the church.

 “They want provide something 
that isn’t too costly to the commu-
nity,” she said. “I wanted to work 
with them so people could have 
counseling but also not pay full 
price if they can’t afford it — so we 
decided to fundraise for their schol-

Strasburg seniors’ FBLA project focuses on mental health

arship fund.” 
The project will be the students’ 

submission to the FBLA competi-
tion at the state leadership confer-
ence held at the Gaylord Rockies 
Convention Center in Aurora in 
April.

“We have a pre-submitted and 
pre-graded report and we also have 

by Kathy Smiley
 Staff  Writer

a presentation at the competition,” 
Trinity said.

The group has raised $2,100 so 
far — some from direct donations, 
much off of a silent auction last fall.

“It was held at Mountain View 
during the Strasburg K-12 talent 
show,” noted Emily Burch, Trinity’s 
mother and No. 1 project supporter, 

adding that her daughter and the 
center’s director Alana Cook visit-
ed Strasburg businesses before the 
event requesting silent auction do-
nations. 

The group is planning another 
fundraising event at the church on

SEE FBLA
PAGE 4

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Left photo, Trinity Burch speaks to the congregation at Mountain View Fellowship in Strasburg about the FBLA project 
that she is working on with fellow seniors Kierra Milner and Hayden Turner. Right photo, Strasburg FBLA members Mil-
ner, Conner Harris and Josh Anderson examine silent auction items at the church last fall.



4 • The I-70 Scout Tuesday, January 3, 2023

Eastern Colorado News
Subscription Order Form

To receive The I-70 Scout outside our service area, you must subscribe
to the Eastern Colorado News. Just write your name and mailing address

on the easy-to-use form below, or any piece of paper for that matter,
and send it with a check payable to:

Eastern Colorado News

P.O. Box 555

Strasburg, CO 80136

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
Watkins, Bennett, Strasburg,
Byers, Deer Trail and Agate 
addresses: $30/year
Out-of-area within CO: $44/year*
Outside Colorado: $48/year*
*All subscribers outside the I-70 Corridor also
receive The I-70 Scout at no extra charge.

SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM

The I-70 Scout
Published weekly by the I-70 Publishing Company, Inc.

P.O. Box 829 • 1522 Main St., Strasburg, Colo. 80136

e-mail: dclaussen@i-70scout.com • www.i-70scout.com

(303)622-9796 • Fax: (303)622-9794

Publisher & Editor
Douglas Claussen • dclaussen@i-70scout.com

Office Manager
LuAnne Stegner • lstegner@i-70scout.com

Managing Editor
Steven Vetter • svetter@i-70scout.com

Staff Writers
Kathy Smiley

Advertising
advertising@i-70scout.com

Stuffing Crew
Ember Seward-Sorensen, Linda Adair,

Diane Reagan, Emerald Green

DEADLINE 

FOR NEWS,

CLASSIFIEDS 

& DISPLAY

ADVERTISING:

5 P.M. FRIDAY

Community Corral

Adopt-A-Pole assistance

sought for 2023 holidays
STRASBURG — With 2020 con- 

cluding, the Strasburg Lighting 
Crew is seeking donations for the 
2022 Adopt-A-Pole program.

Anyone can adopt as many poles 
as they like at $20 each, with contri- 
butions to fund the decorations for 
Christmas 2023.

Each year, volunteers donate 
time, talents and equipment to re- 
pair, rebuild and create new light- 
ing and ground scenes to be placed 
on the first Saturday of December. 
The improvements include replace-
ment of old lights with LED bulbs.

Checks can be mailed to P.O. Box 
14, Strasburg, Colo. 80136 or dropped 
off at Western Hardware. 

Health, medical readiness

the focus of Bennett class
BENNETT — The town of Ben-

nett and Adams County Office 
of Emergency Management will 
host a free health and medical pre-
paredness course from 6-7:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 19, at Town Hall, 207 
Muegge Way.

Participants will learn to prepare 
their household for disaster, devel-
op backup resources for its health 
care needs, and provide instructions 
on improving its recovery.

Seating is on a first-come, first-
served basis and is limited to 40 
people. Children under age 18 must 
be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian.

Courses will be delivered in En-
glish. For interpretation or transla-
tion services or other accommoda-
tions, e-mail requests to klopez@
adcogov.org no later than five busi-
ness days prior to the course. 

Bennett wants applicants

for Adams youth awards
BENNETT — The town of Ben-

nett is seeking nominations for this 
year’s Adams County Mayors & 
Commissioners Youth Awards.

The program recognizes youth in 
the sixth through 12th grades, up to 
20 years old, who have overcome 
personal adversity to create positive 

change in their lives.
To nominate a student, contact 

Denise Taylor a dtaylor@bennett.
co.us for more details and a nomi-
nation form.

Bennett Arts Council seeks

sponsors for 2023 season
BENNETT — The Bennett Arts 

Council is seeking sponsors for its 
upcoming 2023 season.’’

This year the council has updated 
sponsorship levels and benefits for 
residents and businesses alike, in-
cluding a ticketed VIP event for all 
sponsorship levels and inclusion on 
a new donor wall.

The Bennett Arts Council sup-
ports free arts and cultural events 
in the Town of Bennett and on the 
I-70 Corridor.

For more information, visit town-
ofbennett.colorado.gov.

Strasburg seniors group

plans Jan. lunch meeting
STRASBURG — The Strasburg 

Seniors Comanche VIP Association 
will host a potluck starting at 11:45 
a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 17, at the Stras-
burg American Legion Hall, 56423 
Westview Ave.

This month, Christina Pastori 
with the Prairie Creeks Indepen-
dent Living Center will speak.

For more information, contact 
Mary Humphrey at (303)622-4695.

The group regularly meets at 
11:45 a.m. the third Tuesday of each 
month.

Corridor biz group slates

Jan. members’ luncheon
BYERS — The I-70 Corridor 

Chamber of Commerce will host its 
January Lunch & Learn at 11:30 a.m., 
Wednesday, Jan. 18, at May Farms, 
Byers.

Speakers and lunch sponsors are 
Elizabeth Carlson of Lighthouse 
Bookkeeping and Christina Pastori 
of the Real Estate Connection.

Participants are asked to RSVP by 
Friday, Jan. 13, by calling (303)644-
3332 or e-mailing to officeI70C-
COC@gmail.com.

Feb. 24.
“We’re still working on getting 

some silent auction donations and 
we’re batting around other ideas,” 
Trinity said.

The project is meaningful to each 
member of the group.

“I go to counseling now an hour 
away,” Trinity shared, noting that it 
has helped her heal after the death 
of her younger brother in 2020. 
“Kierra has also done counseling. 
Hayden was excited to be a part of 
it.”

Hayden told the Scout Dec. 30 
that, while he doesn’t have the per-
sonal connection his teammates 
have, he was happy to join them. 
This is his first year in the FBLA 

program. 
“I just thought it was a great cause 

and would really help the commu-
nity,” he said.  

Emily Burch added that, although 
Trinity, Kierra and Hayden are 
heading up the project, other FBLA 
members are helping out. 

“It’s great to see the whole group 
support the community,” she said. 
“There’s a local need for counsel-
ing services, and we want to bring 
awareness to the fact that there is 
a fund to help cover mental health 
expenses.”

For more information or to 
donate, contact Emily Burch at 
(303)941-8361 or emilyburchreal-
tor@gmail.com.

FBLA FROM PAGE 3

DENVER — With the cost of basic 
necessities continuing to rise, the 
Low-income Energy Assistance Pro-
gram is helping eligible Colorado 
households by paying a portion of 
their home heating bills and offer-
ing tips to save on heating expenses.

LEAP, a statewide program, helps 
keep Coloradans warm during the 
winter by making a one-time pay-
ment directly to the utility compa-
ny on behalf of each eligible house-
hold. Since Nov. 1, almost 60,000 
Coloradans have applied for LEAP, 
a 7% increase over 2021. This season, 
the average benefit is $440.

According to the National Ener-
gy Assistance Directors Association, 
the cost of heating bills is up 18 per-
cent this season after a 17 percent 
increase last winter.

“The choice between heating or 
eating is real for many in our com-
munities, as the cost of everything 
from food and energy to basic hy-
giene products and rent continues 
to increase,” said Theresa Kullen, 
LEAP manager.

Other steps can be taken to help 
lower heating bills. Coloradans 
can ensure their home’s furnace is 
ready for winter with a profession-
al inspection and by changing the 
furnace filter every three months 
during the winter. Sealing gaps 
around doors and windows can also 

Heating aid program establishes

new mark for applicant numbers
help keep in the heat. Following a 
home energy audit, LEAP recipi-
ents may be eligible for emergen-
cy furnace repair and replacement 
and weatherization services.

To qualify for LEAP, Coloradans 
may have an income up to 60 per-
cent of the state median income 
level, which equates to a household 
income of less than $66,468 a year 
for a family of four.

Additionally, LEAP recipients 
must pay home heating costs di-
rectly to a utility company or land-
lord as part of their rent and have at 
least one U.S. citizen or permanent 
legal resident of the United States 
living in the household.

LEAP recipients may also qualify  
for the Low-Income Household Wa-
ter Assistance Program (LIHWAP), 
a temporary program that is part 
of the American Rescue Plan Act. 
LIHWAP provides funds for a one-
time payment to the water vendor 
directly on behalf of eligible house-
holds that face eviction because of 
unpaid water bills as long as fund-
ing is available and the vendor is a 
LIHWAP participant.

For the LEAP application, visit 
cdhs.colorado.gov/LEAP. Would-be 
applicants can also call 1-866-432-
8435 for an application via mail or 
e-mail, or visit their county human 
services office.
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Sports
Byers girls get off the hardwood schneid

ELBERT — It took a 
fourth quarter flurry, but 
the Byers Lady Bulldogs en-
tered the Christmas break 
with their first hardwood 
victory of the season, 37-26, 
at Elbert Dec. 15.

After a pair of 12-point 
quarters put the green-and-
white up 24-15 at halftime, 
the troops of head coach 
Chris Cary struggled in the 
third period, outscored 9-2 
by the host Bulldogs. The 
last quarter break of the 
evening proved beneficial 
to Byers, which ratcheted up 
the defense to hold Elbert to 
2 points while adding 11 of 
its own over the final eight 
minutes.

“We made an adjustment 

on our defense going into 
the final quarter and it paid 
off,” Cary said. “I thought 
our girls handled the tight 
situation pretty well. We hit 
a couple of deep shots to ex-
tend our lead and were able 
to sink a few free throws 
late. One girl would make 
a play and that confidence 
seemed to rub off the other 
girls.”

The green-and-white’s 
anemic shooting kept them 
from recording a bigger 
margin of victory. The visi-
tors shot 28% from the field, 
including only 2-of-15 from 
the three-point arc, and 
were 9-of-20 (45%) from the 
free-throw line. Byers also 
committed 20 turnovers.

But, the visitors’ defense 
was stingy, allowing Elbert 
only one double-digit quar-

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor

ter.
No Lady Bulldog reached 

double-digit points but a 
quartet scored between 7 
and 9 points — junior So-
phie Linnebur and senior 
Heidi Price with 9 each 
sophomores Anna Vetter 
and Averie Eymann with 8 
and 7, respectively.

Price also had a team-high 
nine rebounds.

Defensively, Price and 
Linnebur tied for the team 
high in steals with two.

“It was an overall team 
victory and the girls are 
pretty positive coming off 
that win,” Cary said.

@ DENVER CHRISTIAN
Despite a 50-34 loss at Den-

ver Christian Dec. 9, Cary 
said his squad’s improved 
play over the final three 

quarters was the precursor 
to success at Elbert.

“In the first quarter, we 
just got hit by a buzz saw — 
they outscored us by what 
the final margin of victory 
ended up being. Pretty out 
of sync and out of focus,” 
Cary said. “We bounced 
back and played much bet-
ter, getting within 9 with 
two minutes to go, but just 
couldn’t get any closer.”

Linnebur and sophomore 
Allie Pelton led the offen-
sive attack with 9 points 
each followed by Vetter 
with 8 and Price with 5.

In addition to sub-30% 
shooting from the field and 
a 7-of-14 effort from the 
free-throw line, the Bull-
dogs turned the ball over 32 
times.

“We have to play with 

discipline and not turn the 
ball over to have a chance 
against most of the teams 
on our schedule,” Cary said. 
“If we allow ourselves to get 
rushed, that usually is when 
we turn the ball over and 
have a pretty difficult time.”

Byers recorded 34 re-
bounds, led by sophomore 
Hope Linnebur with 13.

The Lady Bulldogs will 
follow up Friday’s home 
game against No. 3-ranked 
Wiggins with a Jan. 10 
matchup against visiting 
Simla, which is among 
teams receiving votes (14) in 
the CHSAANow.com poll.

“A tough couple of games 
with a young squad to start 
the new year, but if we play 
to our potential,  we have a 
fighting chance,” Cary con-
cluded.

The 2023 portion of the high 
school winter sports schedule gets 
started in earnest along the I-70 
Corridor this opening week of the 
new year.

EAGLE MAKEUP GAME
The first of the local schools to 

return to the court or mat is Deer 
Trail, which hosts Arickaree in 
makeup basketball action tonight 
(Jan. 3).

The two 1A programs were orig-
inally scheduled to play on Dec. 14 
but the blizzard that hit the region 
the previous day forced eastern Col-
orado roadways, including High-
way 36, to remain closed a second 
day. As a result, Arickaree had to 
cancel classes for a second consec-
utive day and was unable to make 
the trek to Deer Trail.

The Lady Eagles, under head 
coach Phil Donovan, are undefeat-
ed over their first three games, in-
cluding a 50-5 whipping of visiting 
Cripple Creek/Victor to conclude 
the pre-Christmas portion of the 
schedule. The visiting Lady Bi-
son have won their only game of 
the season, 45-27, over visiting Ge-
noa-Hugo/Karval Dec. 9.

The Deer Trail boys, under first-
year head coach Kyle Dasenbrock, 
have already doubled last season’s 
win total, going 2-1 over their first 
three games. Arickaree was 0-1 be-
fore Christmas after a 35-32 loss to 
Genoa-Hugo/Karval.

Both Deer Trail teams travel to 
Hanover on Saturday, Jan. 7.

LOCAL WRESTLING CORNUCOPIA
A bevy of Corridor grappling 

action commences with a boys tri-
angular hosted by Strasburg on 
Thursday, Jan. 5. In addition to the 
host Indians, Byers and Thornton 
will also compete.

Both the Indians and Bulldogs are 
slated to be a part of the second day 
of Bennett’s annual wrestling week-
end to start January. On Friday, Jan. 
6, the Tigers will host a series of 
open duals with the annual Tiger 
Invitational tournament, with both 
boys and girls brackets, scheduled 
on Saturday. The first-year Stras-
burg girls program is slated to be a 
part of Saturday’s action.

LATE WEEK HOOPS ACTION
Both Byers girls and boys basket-

ball teams resume the season on 
Friday, Jan. 6, when they host Wig-
gins. The Bulldog boys enter the 
weekend 3-1 and on a three-game 
winning streak while the green-and-
white girls won their final game of 
2022 to enter Christmas break 1-3. 
Both Wiggins teams concluded the 
pre-Christmas schedule 4-2.

Strasburg boys and girls both 
host Rocky Ford on Saturday, Jan. 
7. The Lady Indians enter the week-
end 2-2 while the visiting Lady Mel-
oneers enter the new year 2-4 but 
have a tune-up game against Cen-
ter on Thursday. Both Strasburg 
and Rocky Ford boys went winless 
in the 2022 portion of the schedule.

Both Bennett squads won’t re-
sume the season until Tuesday, Jan. 
10, when they host The Pinnacle. 
The Lady Tigers enter the new year 
4-1 while the boys are 0-5.

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor

2023 sked ramps up this week

Your Projects Matter

WESTERN HARDWARE
 Downtown Strasburg, CO — (303) 622-4414

Monday — Saturday 8:00 am - 5:30 pm
Sunday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

O
P

E
N

Cell (303) 478-7872
         (303) 775-2035
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20- & 30-YARD TRASH ROLL-OFFS
Residential & Commercial

Serving Strasburg
and the I-70 Corridor

303-622-9499
D&D WATER SERVICE

The Gift Shop
             Downtown Strasburg, CO • 56781 E. Colfax Ave.

Greeting Cards • Candles • Cook Books
Music Boxes • Strasburg Souvenirs

Volume Discounts

$1.899

Gallon
500+

Limited Offer

GLOBAL
P R O PA N E

(303) 660-9290
Family Owned Business

FILL-UP SPECIALFILL-UP SPECIAL

58801 E. Hwy 36, Strasburg, CO 80136
(next to the old concrete plant facility)

303-622-4012

KAUFFMAN SALES & RENTALS DBA

HAPPY

NEW YEAR!

After the price of crude oil plum-
meted to $75 a barrel, which marked 
the lowest price since December of 
last year, big oil companies kept 
consumer gas prices artificially 
high in Colorado and around the 
nation, according to new analysis 
by Accountable.US.

Chris Marshall, research manager 
for the group, said instead of pass-
ing cost savings down to consum-
ers, big oil has continued to line the 
pockets of its wealthy shareholders 
and executives.

“While prices at the pump have 
been hurting American families, 
oil and gas companies are making 
record-shattering profits,” Marshall 
said. “Just in the first three quarters, 
24 companies made $343 billion.”

Marshall noted it represents a 
126% increase in profits over the 
same time period last year. In testi-
mony before Congress, oil and gas 
executives said they are increasing 
energy output, which should ease 
demand. Some CEOs blame the 
sluggish pace of lowering prices at 
the pump on local retailers the oil 

Report: Big oil kept gas prices
high after crude costs plunged

companies do not own or control.
After the price of spot crude 

dropped by 38% compared with the 
peak price set in June, the average 
price of gasoline actually rose 8%, 
from $3.28 to $3.54 per gallon.

Marshall hopes to see political 
leaders make consumers whole by 
following Great Britain’s lead. It re-
cently imposed a windfall profits 
tax on oil and gas companies.

“An important piece of that is ac-
countability for the oil and gas in-
dustry,” Marshall argued. “I think a 
windfall profits tax would be badly 
needed if we hope to stop the bla-
tant price gouging of American 
consumers from the biggest oil and 
gas companies.”

Marshall also noted that his group 
monitors SEC-mandated earnings 
calls of top oil and gas companies. 
He added across the board, CEOs 
have been boasting about record 
profits linked to high gas prices, 
and investors continue to push for 
distributions.

In the first nine months of 2022, 
21 oil and gas companies gave more 
than $107 billion to shareholders 
through dividend payouts and stock 
buybacks.

by Eric Galatas
 Public News Service

DENVER (AP) — Colorado Gov. 
Jared Polis has granted clemency 
to 24 people, including the co-de-
fendant of a Cuban immigrant 
who was pardoned in 2017 to pre-
vent his deportation as well as a 
state trooper hailed for stopping a 
gunman who entered the office of 
a previous governor over a decade 
ago but was accused of pointing a 
gun at a driver last year.

In one of a series of executive 
orders Dec. 22, Polis ordered Mi-
chael Clifton, who was convicted 
of committing an armed robbery 
with Rene Lima-Marin in 1998, be 
released on parole at the end of 
January.

Lima-Marin was mistakenly re-
leased from prison early. He mar-
ried and started a family before 
he was sent back to prison near-
ly six years later in 2018. A judge 
later ordered Lima-Marin to be 
released again, but he was picked 
up by immigration authorities on 
a deportation order based on his 
conviction before he could re-
turn home, prompting then Gov. 
John Hickenlooper to pardon Li-
ma-Marin.

In a letter to Clifton, Polis, a 
Democrat, said that Lima-Marin’s 
pardon was among the reasons he 
decided to issue a limited commu-
tation of his 98-year sentence. Polis 
also noted Clifton’s punishment 
was well beyond the usual range 
for such a crime and the work he 
has done in prison to help other 
offenders recognize the effect of 
their crimes on victims to justify 
the clemency order.

“You have taken accountabili-
ty for your actions and recognize 
the mistakes you made in the past. 
You are remorseful and ready to 
advance to a new phase of life. I 
believe you will be successful 
upon your release,” Polis said.

Jason Kasperek, the assistant 
manager of one of two video stores 
robbed by Clifton and Lima-Marin, 
said Dec. 23 that he visited Clifton 
in prison with the help of a restor-
ative justice councilor about six 
months ago after Polis’s office in-
formed him they were considering 
clemency.

Five years after Kasperek op-
posed Lima-Marin’s pardon, he 
said he was impressed by Clifton 
and questioned his part in his con-
viction.

At the time, Kasperek remem-
bers being told to focus on what 
Clifton did, which instilled “anger 
and hate” and made him “base 
(Clifton’s) entire existence off 
those few minutes of what he did 
in that store.”

“I never had a chance to sit there 
and think. They never told me that 
he had children. They just said re-
member what he did,” said Kasper-
ek, a photographer who ended up 

24 people granted clemency
joining Clifton’s mother in cam-
paigning for clemency for him. 
“He made a sporadic decision and 
robbed a store. I made a sporadic 
decision and put him in prison.”

When he got the call the night 
of Dec. 22 from the governor’s of-
fice, said Kasperek, “I just came 
undone.”

Polis also issued a pardon to and 
commuted the one-year probation-
ary sentence of Jay Hemphill, who 
pled guilty to misdemeanor men-
acing this year. He was arrested af-
ter allegedly yelling and pointing 
a gun at a driver as he was cross-
ing the street near the state Capi-
tol in 2021.

Polis noted that Hemphill was 
a member of the state patrol unit 
that provided security at the Cap-
itol and five governors and had 
protected Gov. Bill Ritter from a 
gunman who walked into the gov-
ernor’s office in 2007.

“You made a mistake in a brief 
instant when you thought you 
were under threat, and no one 
was physically harmed. You prop-
erly reported the incident to your 
chain of command within the Col-
orado State Patrol,” Polis wrote. 
“This mistake should not define 
your career or detract from your 
act of heroism in protecting Gov. 
Bill Ritter from a gunman.”

In 2007, Hemphill shot and 
killed Aaron Snyder after he 
walked into the reception area of 
the office dressed in a tuxedo and 
declared that he was the emperor 
of the state and there to take over.

Hemphill talked to him and got 
him to step out of the office but 
shot him after Snyder drew back 
his jacket to show a large gun in 
his pocket, according to a summa-
ry of the shooting investigation.

Polis also ordered that Robin Far-
ris, who was convicted of first-de-
gree murder in 1991 in Arapahoe 
County, be paroled next month 
after serving 31 years in prison. 
He noted that, had Farris been 
convicted under current law, the 
crime would have been classified 
as a class 2 felony, which would 
have made her eligible for parole 
more than 10 years ago.

The other 19 people who were 
pardoned in addition to Hemphill 
committed non-violent crimes like 
theft and drug possession mostly 
when they were young adults and 
have already served their sentenc-
es.

A pardon, a public forgiveness 
for a crime, restores the rights of 
people to things like serving on 
a jury, holding public office and 
possessing firearms.

Bedayn is a corps member for 
The Associated Press/Report for 
America Statehouse News Initia-
tive. Report for America is a non-
profit national service program 
that places journalists in local 
newsrooms to report on undercov-
ered issues.

by Colleen Slevin
 Associated Press
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DAVIES LIBRARY

128 Second Ave., Deer Trail
(303)769-4310
www.arapahoelibraries.org

Friday matinee: All ages are invited 
to an afternoon showing of “Turn-
ing Red” (2022, rated PG, 100 min-
utes). 1-3 p.m., Friday, Jan. 13.

ANYTHINK BENNETT LIBRARY

495 Seventh St.
(303)405-3231
anythinklibraries.org

Whimsical Wish Token Art: Artist 
Charlotte Bassin will teach adults 
to create a custom sculpture using 
colorful wooden tokens of their 
choice. Each token used in the 
program was previously “wished 
upon” by a community member 
during last year’s mySummer reading 
program. Space limited; registration 
required. Visit anythinklibraries.
org to sign up. 2-3:30 p.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 7.

Virtual writers workshop: Adults can 
share their work with other aspiring 
writers in a fun, supportive online 
workshop. Participants will learn to 
write better and hone their skills 
through creative exercises. Space 
limited; registration required. Visit 
anythinklibraries.org to sign up. A 
Zoom link will be provided in ad-
vance. The deadline to share work 
is Dec. 31. 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., Sat-
urday, Jan. 7.

Hybrid teen writer’s workshop: Teens 
can share their work and ideas with 
other writers in a fun and support-
ive workshop that will occur in per-
son and online. They can hone their 
skills through creative exercises and 
learn to write better, receive feed-
back and be more creative. Appro-

priate for ages 12 and older. Space 
limited; registration required. To 
sign up, visit Anythinklibraries.org. 
A link will be provided in advance. 
4:15-5:45 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 10.

Kids Adventure Yoga: Children ages 
2-6 can practice yoga with local in-
structor Scott Noble, using their 
imagination to explore movement 
through stories, songs and play. The 
class will focus on yoga poses (and 
noises) related to animals. Caregiv-
ers are encouraged to participate. 
Yoga mats provided. 10:30-11:30 a.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 12.

Yoga in the Stacks: Adults will join 
local yoga instructor Scott Noble 
and practice yoga poses that focus 
on alignment, stability and flexibil-
ity. Mats provided. All skill levels 
welcome. Space limited; registra-
tion required. To sign up, visit Any-
thinklibraries.org. 3-4 p.m., Satur-
day, Jan. 14.

Pokémon Trainer League: Kids ages 
7-14 will play, trade and discuss all 
things Pokémon. They can bring 
their own cards or use a library 
deck. Snacks provided. 4:15-5:15 p.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 17.

Baby Social Hour and Footprint Crafts: 
Parents with infants up to age 1 
year old who want to meet and 
socialize with other new parents are 
invited to hang out and play with 
their little ones in baby circle time 
activities. They will also make foot 
and handprint keepsakes. 11 a.m. to 
12 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 19. 11/17

Artist meetup:  The Corridor Creative 
Arts League will host a holiday party 
for adult and aspiring artists to help 
promote a greater understanding 
of art and the creative process while 
collaborating and exchanging ideas. 

Library News

Bring a gift to share. Play trivia for 
prizes. Cookies and snacks provided. 
2-3:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 21.

KELVER LIBRARY

585 Main St., Byers
(303)822-9392
www.arapahoelibraries.org

Stories & More: Caretakers will lis-
ten to stories, sing and play with 
their little ones. Families will leave 
with books and activities to facilitate 
learning at home. The program, 
activities and materials are geared 
for ages 18 months to 5 years, but 
younger children are welcome. 10-
11 a.m., Wednesday, Jan. 4.

Adult book club: “The Curious 
Charms of Arthur Pepper” by 
Phaedra Patrick. 6-7 p.m., Tuesday, 
Jan. 10.

Serving Christ and His children
on the high plains

Service at 8:30
Meeting Sundays at Pizza Pit Stop

56551 E Colfax Ave, Strasburg, CO 80136

Please visit our web site to learn more…

275 Ash Street, Bennett • 303-644-3044
www.corlcms.org

Come Worship
With Us!

9:00 A.M. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
10:00 A.M. Worship

275 Ash Street, Bennett
(303) 644-3044

Lutheran Church

Pastor Rev. Robert Koch

Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.

Missouri Synod

Come Worship
With Us!

9:00 A.M. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
10:00 A.M. Worship

275 Ash Street, Bennett
(303) 644-3044

Lutheran Church

Pastor Rev. Robert Koch

719-659-8848

2722 S. County Rd 173 Byers, CO
Sundays at 10:00 AM

In-person services every Sunday, but be sure to visit our 
website and Facebook page for up to date information.

LivingSpringsCowboyChurchByers.org

ChurCh DireCtory

MASS TIMES

• Tue,  Wed, Thur, Fri &
every 1st Saturday 8:30 am

• Saturday 5:00 pm
• Sunday 9:00 am 

11:30 am en español
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday 4:15-4:45 pm 
Sunday 8:15-8:45 am & 10:45-11:15 am

Or by Appointment
OFFICE CLOSED ON MONDAYS

Pastor: Fr. Jeff Wilborn
186 N. McDonnell St., Byers CO 80103

Parish: 303-822-5880, Hall: 303-822-5889
Sacramental Emergencies: 303-351-2551

www.ourladyoftheplains.org

Catholic Church

BYERS COMMUNITY CHURCH

byerschurch@gmail.com, (303) 822-5717

Presbyterian Church (USA)

135 S. Sherman St., Byers, CO

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 9:30 a.m.

Matthew 5:16 –– Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

DIY framed key holder: Adults are 
invited to create a creative and 
stylish framed key ring. All supplies 
included. 1-2:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 14.

Gentle Movement: Members of the 
Byers community can connect with 
each other while learning light ex-
ercises to remain active in the new 
year. The guest presenter is an ex-
pert in gentle movement. Each 
month features a different subject. 
1:30-3 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 18.

Bug Safari: Families and children 
ages 5-12 years old can join a bug 
safari presented by the Butterfly 
Pavilion, They will meet invertebrates 
from environments around the 
globe and learn more about their 
characteristics, living environment, 
and importance. 1-2 p.m., Saturday, 
Jan. 21.

DEER TRAIL

Wednesday, Jan. 4: Beef spaghetti 
garden salad and dressing, peaches.

Thursday, Jan. 5: Chili, crackers, corn, 
Craisins, cinnamon roll.

Monday, Jan. 9: Rosy chicken pasta, 
red peppers and dressing, pears.

Tuesday, Jan. 10: Frito pie, green 
beans, orange.

STRASBURG

Wednesday, Jan. 4: Pretzels with 
cheese.

Thursday, Jan. 5: Walking tacos.
Friday, Jan. 6: Chicken nuggets, 

French fries.
Monday, Jan. 9: Chicken strip wraps.
Tuesday, Jan. 10: Hamburgers, potato 

chips.

LuNch MeNus

BENNETT

Monday, Jan. 9: Chicken nuggets, 
chips, baked beans, apple, brownie.

Tuesday, Jan. 10: Cheese quesadillas, 
shredded mozzarella, corn, banana.

BYERS

Wednesday, Jan. 4: Pulled pork sand-
wich, chips, baked beans, pears.

Thursday, Jan. 5: Hot ham and cheese 
sandwich, tomato soup, steamed car-
rots, applesauce.

Friday, Jan. 6: Cheese pizza, garden 
salad with ranch, grapes.

Monday, Jan. 9: Bean and cheese bur-
rito, Spanish rice, mixed vegetables, or-
ange wedges.

Tuesday, Jan. 10: Macaroni with 
cheese, Little Smokies, broccoli with 
ranch, peaches.

Friend us on Facebook to learn more about our monthly specials

AS SEEN ON  ANIMAL PLANET

303-644-3337

Full Service Medical and Surgical Practice

Integrative, Affordable Health Care

Including Chiropractic, Massage & Laser

820 Sharis Ct. Bennett, CO • 303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com

Hay un interpréte de español disponible 

Mobile Services Available for Large & Small Animals  

Full GroominG

Full GroominG

ServiceS @ Pet SPa!

ServiceS @ Pet SPa!

303-644-3379

303-644-3379 LICENSED

Now offeriNg
exteNded Hours

7:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
moNday tHru saturday

oFFerinG Pet

oFFerinG Pet
BoardinG &

BoardinG &day care

day care

After-hours emergency triage service available.
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GREENWOOD VILLAGE — The 
Tri-County Health Department 
(TCHD) dissolved completely Dec. 
31 and is no longer offering services.

The last day of regular business 
hours was Dec. 30. On Jan. 1, Arap-
ahoe, Adams and Douglas counties 
began providing public health ser-
vices through their own, individual-
ly operated health departments.

“I have been part of TCHD for 
nine of its 70+ years. They have 
been unforgettable ones for me, re-
ally representing the zenith of my 
career in public health,” said Dr. 
John Douglas, executive director 
of Tri-County Health Department. 
“Leading TCHD has allowed me 
to work with an amazing range of 
talented colleagues — our staff, 
our departmental leadership team, 
our Board of Health, and our many 
innovative and extremely devoted 
partners in our communities. It also 
allowed me to work on an amazing 
array of issues important to the 
health of our residents.”

TCHD opened on Jan. 1, 1948 — 
just a few years after the end of 

Tri-County Health Department

closed Dec. 31 after 75 years
World War II — and will close on 
Dec. 31, 2022, — one day shy of its 
75th birthday.

“We have built a world-class, 
award-winning health department, 
and we are proud of our team mem-
bers and the high-quality services 
we offered,” Douglas said. “What 
an extraordinary span of time that 
three-quarters of a century has been 
for our nation, the world, and the 
discipline of public health.”

TCHD was a joint operation 
among Adams, Arapahoe and 
Douglas counties to provide public 
health services to their residents. 
The counties made the decision that 
they would rather have their stand-
alone public health departments in-
stead of a regional provider.

For more information about the 
new county health departments, 
call the:

• Adams County Health Depart-
ment at (303)220-9200;

• Arapahoe County Public Health 
at (303)795-4584; or

• Douglas County Health Depart-
ment at (720)643-2400.

Colorado saw the number of chil-
dren without health insurance drop 
significantly from 2019-21, accord-
ing to a new report from George-
town University in Washington, 
D.C.

The decline reverses a trend from 
the previous two years.

But Erin Miller, vice president for 
health initiatives for the Colora-
do Children’s Campaign, points to 
state data showing that more than 
200,000 children are at risk of los-
ing their health care coverage when 
the COVID public health emergen-
cy expires.

She said families losing coverage 
could face major financial risks, 
including medical debt and bank-
ruptcy.

“Folks are worried that they are 
not going to be able to afford their 
kid’s glasses if they don’t have Med-
icaid or CHIP coverage,” said Mill-
er. “Or they’re worried about going 
to the pharmacy one day to refill 
their kid’s asthma medication and 
finding out they don’t have insur-
ance any more.”

Loss of coverage is largely due 
to the return of administrative bur-
dens lifted at the onset of the pan-
demic.

As soon as next April, families 
eligible for insurance through the 
State Children’s Health Insurance 
Plan, or CHIP, and Medicaid will no 
longer keep their coverage.

Experts: More than 200,000 children

in Colorado could lose health coverage
They will have to go through a 

complicated and lengthy applica-
tion process.

The Georgetown report warns 
that, nationally, 6.7 million chil-
dren could lose coverage when the 
pandemic is declared over.

Report lead author Joan Alker, 
executive director of the George-
town’s Center for Children & Fam-
ilies, said three out of every four 
children who might lose insurance 
through Medicaid will still be eligi-
ble for coverage.

“Sometimes children lose cover-
age in normal times at Medicaid 
renewal, just because the letter gets 
lost in the mail,” Alker said. “Fami-
lies with limited English proficien-
cy may have more trouble getting 
through the renewal process suc-
cessfully.”

When families have insurance, 
Miller said, maternal and child 
mortality rates go down — and kids 
are more likely to graduate from 
high school and college and have 
higher income as adults.

She said the continuous cover-
age protections established during 
the pandemic, which kept families 
enrolled without all the red tape, 
shows it’s possible to ensure kids 
get the health care they need.

“Government policy makes a 
huge difference in the lives of peo-
ple and in families,” Miller said. 
“One silver lining of the pandemic 
is that if you say that folks need to 
stay enrolled in their coverage at 
the state level, they do.”

by Eric Galatas
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FILL-UP SPECIALFILL-UP SPECIAL

LITTLETON — Arapahoe Coun-
ty Coroner Kelly Lear, M.D., was 
recently acknowledged for Out-
standing Service by the National 
Association of Medical Examiners.

The award acknowledges Lear’s 
contributions to the organization 
and reflects the high esteem of her 

colleagues.
The NAME’s Out-

standing Service 
award is present-
ed to an individual 
who has demon-
strated dedication 
and service to the 
organization and 
its mission and rec-

ognizes significant contributions to 
the advancement of medicolegal 
death investigations in the United 
States.

Lear is one of three medical pro-
fessionals to be honored in 2022.

“Following an unprecedented 
increase in youth suicides within 
Arapahoe County, Dr. Lear helped 
create the Suicide Prevention Task-
force, advocating for increased ac-
cess to and understanding of men-
tal health resources within high 
schools and the community,” said 
Arapahoe County Commissioner 
Nancy Jackson. “She has been a 

ArapCo Coroner Dr. Kelly Lear

honored for key contributions
strong voice in our community in 
raising awareness of the fentanyl 
and opioid epidemics by partici-
pating in the county’s Prescription 
Drug Abuse Task Force and the 
state’s first-ever summit focused on 
the growing fentanyl crisis.”

First elected to the position in 
2014, Lear’s office works on behalf 
of the deceased to obtain the truth 
about their death and supports fam-
ilies in crisis and grief with compas-
sion and professionalism.

As a forensic pathologist, Lear 
is responsible for performing au-
topsies, determining the cause and 
manner of death, supervising med-
icolegal death investigations, and 
providing expert witness testimony 
and consultation to the district at-
torney’s and public defender’s offic-
es.

Lear is a nationally recognized 
expert in forensic pathology, infant 
and childhood death investigation 
and prevention, mass fatality man-
agement, and forensic pathologist 
training and education, according 
to a release.

NAME was founded in 1966 as the 
premier professional organization 
for medical examiners, forensic pa-
thologists, and medicolegal affili-
ates and administrators.  

Lear

ARAPAHOE COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CASE NOS. PF22-003 AND USR22-002,
OUR LADY OF LIGHT MONASTERY/

FINAL PLAT AND USE BY SPECIAL REVIEW

PROPOSAL:  The Final Plat proposes to subdivide approximately 107.62 

acre parcel into five lots located at the southeast corner of N. Calhoun Road 
and E. U.S. Highway 36.  Lots 1, 2, 3 and 5 are to be developed for single-
family residential and Lot 4 is proposed to be developed as a monastery for 
the Capuchin Poor Clares of Denver.  The monastery will house a maximum 
of 15 sisters who are devoted to lead a cloistered life centered on prayer.  
The monastery will consist of a chapel, community room, library, refectory, 
kitchen, garage, and offices along with private bedrooms and bathrooms for 
the sisters.  The proposed monastery is being reviewed through the Use by 

Special Review process. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on January 24, 2023 at 9:30 A.M., 
or as soon thereafter as the calendar of the Arapahoe County Board of 
County Commission permits, a public hearing will be held; at which, all 
interested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the 

above-described PF22-003 and URS22-002, Our Lady of Light Monastery 
Final Plat and Use by Special Review. The public hearing will be held at 

5334 S Prince St., East Hearing Room, Littleton CO 80120, with the option 
to participate remotely.  The agenda will typically be posted by the Friday 

afternoon preceding the hearing and can be viewed on our website at https://
arapahoe.legistar.com/Calendar.  You can also listen to, or speak at, the 
meeting by calling 1-855-436-3656. To join the speaking queue, press *3 
on the telephone keypad.

More information about this proposal is available at the offices of the 
Arapahoe County Public Works and Development Department, Planning 
Division, 6924 S Lima St., Centennial CO 80112 (please call ahead to 
schedule an appointment if you plan to walk-in), by calling 720-874-6650, 
or by emailing planning@arapahoegov.com during regular business hours 

(8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday).

Joan Lopez, Clerk to the Board

Published in The I-70 Scout Tuesday, Jan. 3 , 2023, and the Eastern Colorado News Friday, Jan. 6, 2022.

•Home•Auto•

•Farm•Crop•Life•

Health•Business•

303-622-4717 • Fax: 303-622-4716
www.wellerinsuranceagency.com

56770 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg, CO, 80136
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2023 county wheat events announced
FORT COLLINS — Wheat farm-

ers can participate in the yearly 
county business meetings and 
elections sponsored by Colorado’s 
three main wheat organizations.

A meeting for Adams, Arapa-
hoe and Elbert counties will be-
gin at 6 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 5, at 
the Limon Community Building, 
477 D Ave. The program will in-
clude an update on the Colorado 
State University Wheat Breeding 
Program from breeder Dr. Esten 
Mason.

Organizational updates are slat-
ed on the Colorado Wheat Admin-

istrative Committee (CWAC), the 
Colorado Association of Wheat 
Growers (CAWG), and the Colo-
rado Wheat Research Foundation 
(CWRF).

To attend an event, RSVP to Col-
orado Wheat at info@coloradow-
heat.org or (970)449-6994.

County-level representatives for 
CWAC and CAWG will be elect-
ed. For more information, visit 
coloradowheat.org.

 Additional meetings will occur 
in Lamar (6 p.m. Jan. 5), Fort Mor-
gan (8 a.m. Jan. 6) and Haxtun 
(12:30 p.m. Jan. 6).

FORT COLLINS — Colorado 
wheat farmers are invited to the an-
nual county business meetings and 
elections Jan. 5-6 at four locations.

The program at each meeting 
will include an update on the Colo-
rado State University Wheat Breed-
ing Program from breeder Dr. Es-
ten Mason. Organizational updates 
will be provided on the sponsors of 
the event: the Colorado Wheat Ad-
ministrative Committee (CWAC), 
the Colorado Association of Wheat 
Growers (CAWG) and the Colo-
rado Wheat Research Foundation 
(CWRF).

County representatives for both 
CWAC and CAWG will be elected. 
To attend, RSVP to the Colorado 
Wheat office at info@coloradow-
heat.org or (970)449-6994.

A complimentary meal will be 

Colo. wheat orgs plan yearly gatherings
served at each meeting.

2023 COUNTY WHEAT MEETINGS
THURSDAY, JAN. 5

Baca, Prowers, Bent, Kiowa, Crowley, 
Otero, Las Animas counties. 12 p.m., 
Lamar Community Building, 610 S. 
Sixth St.

Lincoln, Elbert, El Paso, Adams, Arap-
ahoe, Cheyenne, Kit Carson, Jefferson, 
Douglas, Fremont, Custer, Huerfano, 
Pueblo counties. 6 p.m., Community 
Building, 477 D Ave., Limon.

FRIDAY, JAN. 6

Morgan, Weld, Boulder, Larimer, 
counties. 8 a.m., The Block, 19592 E. 
Eighth Ave.

Logan, Sedgwick, Phillips, Washing-
ton, Yuma counties. 12:30 p.m., Hax-
tun Community Building, 125 E. 
Wilson St.

KIT CARSON — The Colorado 
Conservation Tillage Association 
Nov. 28 announced its keynote 
speakers for the 35th annual High 
Plains No-Till Conference Feb. 7-8 
at the Burlington Community & 
Education Center.

The speakers will be Jason Mauck, 
Jim Gerrish and Don Day Jr.

Mauck, a proponent of relay crop-
ping who is blazing a new path 
using cash and cover crops in uni-
son, will headline the event. Mauck 
works 3,000 acres of corn, soybeans 
and wheat in addition to 25,000 
hogs each year. His company, Con-
stant Canopy, develops cutting 
edge farming methods and uncov-
ers clues toward greater farming 
efficiency.

Jim Gerrish, an independent 
grazing lands educator, consultant 
and writer, will serve as the second 
keynote speaker. Gerrish lives in 
central Idaho and works with nu-
merous ranchers using irrigated 
pastures and native rangeland.

His experience includes more 
than 22 years of beef-forage sys-

Prairie no-till conference speakers named
tems research and outreach with 
the University of Missouri, which 
encompassed many aspects of 
plant-soil-animal interactions and 
provided the foundation for many 
basic principles of management-in-
tensive grazing.

The final keynote speaker will 
be president and chief meteorolo-
gist of Day Weather, Inc., Don Day 
Jr. For more than 25 years, Day has 
provided customized broadcast 
weather services to over 70 radio 
stations across Wyoming, Colorado 
and Nebraska.

He will discuss long-range and 
seasonal weather forecasting as it 
relates to agricultural producers in 
the High Plains region.

The two-day conference will also 
showcase more than 40 breakout 
sessions presented by producers 
and industry experts on topics such 
as direct marketing, inter-seeding, 
regenerative grazing, soil health 
economics, wheat stem sawfly and 
estate planning.

For more information, visit www.
HighPlainsNoTill.com.

The Musketeers
Veterinary Practice

Dr. Cassandra Durant, DVM

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8 am to 6 pm
Saturday: 8 a.m. to 2 pm

Closed Wednesdays and Sundays
550 E Colfax Ave, Unit A, in Bennett

 (303) 644-4MVP
Call TODAY for an appointment or more info.

We also offer massage, acupuncture, laser therapy, 
and chiropractic treatment.

HappyHappy
New Year!New Year!

Seeking an Seeking an 

HVAC/R Service HVAC/R Service 

Technician.Technician.

Call us to visit!Call us to visit!

THANKSTHANKS
for shopping infor shopping in

Downtown Downtown 
Strasburg, COStrasburg, CO
for 50+ yearsfor 50+ years

WESTERN WESTERN HARDWAREHARDWARE
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PHOTOS  BY STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

The Bennett High School instrumental music department hosted a holiday concert Dec. 15 along with guest musicians from the Denver Brass. From left photo, 
Kayla Barela, left, and Annissa De Santiago play their French horns during the symphonic band’s performance of “Jingle Bell Rock;” high school music director 
Valerie White leads the wind symphony during “Blue Christmas;” and Colten Reams narrates the symphonic band’s version of “A Christmas Tale.”

PHOTOS BY STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Bennett Elementary first-graders presented their “A Christmas List” winter concert Dec. 6 at the high school auditorium. From left photo, Penelope Spietz, Mila 
Kovell, and Rodrigo Ramirez-Delgado put their hearts into their performance; music teacher Jessica Scott prompts a properly adorned Katelyn Harris; and Alan 
Hermosillo Lujan provides accompaniment on the xylophone.

303-822-9535
swimsdisposal.com

Locally owned trash 
company servicing
the I-70 Corridor in

residential & commercial 
garbage pickup.
Call today for your

cheapest rates!
1676 ASPEN STREET

PO BOX 375
STRASBURG, CO  80136

TOWNANDCOUNTRYTA@AOL.COM

303-503-0637

• Farm
• Trucking
• Small
  Business
• Personal

TOWN AND COUNTRYTOWN AND COUNTRY
TAX SERVICETAX SERVICE

BOB YAICH

Wishing everyone a healthyWishing everyone a healthy
& Happy New Year!& Happy New Year!

Monday: By Appointment 
Tues./Wed./Fri.: 9:30am-5:30pm
Thursday: 9:30am-1:30pm
Open First Saturday of Each Month H

o
u

r
s

Claussen 
Chiropractic

Ben Claussen, D.C.Ben Claussen, D.C.

1517 Main Street1517 Main Street

Strasburg, CO Strasburg, CO 

(303) 622-4200(303) 622-4200
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BUY, LEASE &BUY, LEASE &

RENT PROGRAMSRENT PROGRAMS

1000 Gal Tank,1000 Gal Tank,

$5,500.00$5,500.00

500 Gal Tank,500 Gal Tank,

$3,400.00$3,400.00

20#, 30#, 40# & #10020#, 30#, 40# & #100

Bottle RefillsBottle Refills
(Within expiration date)(Within expiration date)

Propane FillPropane Fill

$2.10 per gallon$2.10 per gallon

(Prices subject to change)(Prices subject to change)

Open: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.Open: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

555 Colfax Ave., Bennett555 Colfax Ave., Bennett

(303) 644-3251(303) 644-3251
Roggen Farmer's Elevator AssociationRoggen Farmer's Elevator Association

Roggen Office: (303) 849-5506Roggen Office: (303) 849-5506

LOOKINGLOOKING

FOR PROPANE?FOR PROPANE?

NEED A TANK?NEED A TANK?

DENVER — Frozen waters pro-
vide unique opportunities for peo-
ple to go places that are inaccessible 
by foot. But ice can also be danger-
ous without proper preparation and 
an understanding of the dangers. 

Whether ice fishing, skating, sled-
ding or snowshoeing, the right pre-
cautions and correct equipment are 
important.

On Nov. 22 at Crystal Lake Park in 
Littleton, teenager Dyllan Whitten-
burg was trapped under ice when 
he and three other teenagers fell 
through the barely frozen lake. Dive 
crews retrieved him, but he died 
two days later at Children’s Hospi-
tal Colorado. Nearby neighbors res-
cued the other three teenagers with 
hoses, extension cords and rope.

The tragedy marks the 41st wa-
ter-related fatality in Colorado this 
year. Residents must understand 
the dangers water and ice can pose, 
according to a release.

“When you fall into icy waters, 
cold water immersion shock can 
cause you to involuntarily gasp and 
inhale water,” said Grant Brown, a 
boating safety expert with Colora-

Caution on ice advocated
do Parks & Wildlife. “Your body will 
conserve heat by reducing blood 
flow to your arms and legs, making 
it difficult to swim and pull yourself 
out of a hole in the ice. Bringing the 
correct equipment, like a life jack-
et, ice picks and warm clothes, can 
save your life.”

ICE FACTS
• Ice near a structure like a dock 

or log will be significantly thin-
ner than ice in the center of a 
lake.

• Off-highway vehicles require 
ice that is at least 6 inches thick. 
Cars and medium trucks re-
quire 8-15 inches of ice.

• The safest ice is solid and clear 
because it froze quickly and is at 
least 4 inches thick.

• Milky ice indicates more freez-
ing and thawing has occurred 
and is considered less safe.

• Ice always expands and con-
tracts, which can make scary 
popping and cracking noises. 
The sounds mean ice is form-
ing. They are completely natu-
ral.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Colorado Parks & Wildlife advises the public to use the correct equipment to 
stay safe and warm on the ice this winter.

AdCo North Pole Gift Shop

SUBMITTED PHOTO

BRIGHTON — Shoppers and workers interact at the third annual North Pole 
Gift Shop Dec. 3 at the Adams County Human Services Center. Parents of chil-
dren from newborn to 17 from more than 120 families chose gifts from a large 
selection of items such as toys, clothes, socks and hoodies. The event, which 
served more than 350 kids, included a resource fair featuring Adams County 
community resources. 
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purposes.”
A full-out hazardous materials re-

sponse was deemed necessary as at 
least 200 gallons of fuel and oil that 
reportedly had escaped the vehicle 
and required extensive cleanup.

“You get that much fuel leakage, 
it’s a time-consuming process,” the 

State Patrol representative said.
The road closure lasted almost 12 

hours with reopening at 4:20 a.m. 
Dec. 30. Traffic was detoured north 
to Highway 36 at Watkins. At ap-
proximately 10 p.m. Thursday, the 
backlog of traffic at the eastbound 
off-ramp of I-70 at Watkins was at 

GARY LESMANN/The I-70 Scout STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Left photo, cleanup of a burned semi trailer carrying apples took all afternoon and evening on the eastbound off-ramp of I-70 at the Peoria exit 322. Right 
photo, a semi tipped about 2 miles east of Watkins at 4:15 p.m. the same day and kept the eastbound lanes of I-70 closed for 12 hours, until 4:20 a.m. Friday.  

CRASHES FROM PAGE 1
least another mile long.

Bennett Fire Rescue was assisted 
by Sable Altura, Buckley and Stras-
burg fire departments.

FIRE @ PEORIA EXIT
Just before 11:30 a.m. Thursday, 

local fire agencies and law enforce-

ment were dispatched to the I-70 
interchange at Peoria (mile marker 
322) on reports of a semi on fire.

Upon arrival, a trailer full of bags 
of apples was fully engulfed in 
flames on the eastbound off-ramp 
of the interstate.

“It didn’t take us too long to extin-
guish things but the most time-con-
suming part of these kind of fires 
is taking care of the hot spots,” said 
Deer Trail Fire Chief Rich Loveless. 
“In this case, pallets caught fire, and 
things got so hot around the axles, 
that it melted the aluminum and 
sent it running onto the ground. 
The trailer was a total loss.”

The incident was considered the 
result of mechanical malfunction, 
so the driver of the rig left the scene 
about 2 p.m., the same time emer-
gency personnel had completed 
their response.

As of 10:30 p.m., the scene was still 
being cleaned up, which included 
loading the debris onto tow trucks. 
Reports said the location was clear 
of activity about 11:45 p.m.

I-70 between Byers and Deer Trail 
was never shut down.

Byers and Strasburg fire depart-
ments assisted.

Agate School District
Home of the Longhorns!

Tired of big Tired of big 
class sizes?class sizes?

Agate’s biggest Agate’s biggest 
class is 15!class is 15!
Now offering Now offering 
STEM & CAD, STEM & CAD, 
drama, cheer drama, cheer 

and, coming soon and, coming soon 
...E-Sports!...E-Sports!

Preschool is FREE! Preschool is FREE! 

!"r ALL grad#
• c$%& 'c( !"r 

$)*+,-m.,/ @
(719)764-2741
• 01+n2 c3+l4’s 

0+rt5 c.r-+6c$t( 
& 789$te4 

+::;,<=$-i"> 
?@"r4

Family Testimonials:
“I’m so thankful my children 
are at Agate; I love the safe, 

small environment.”

“The staff here is so
helpful and friendly.”

Staff Testimonial:
“I wouldn’t want to be

anywhere else.”

41032 2nd Ave., Agate, CO 8010141032 2nd Ave., Agate, CO 80101

1076 South 1st Street 1076 South 1st Street 
Bennett, CO 80102 Bennett, CO 80102 
(303)644-5100 • www.fnb.com(303)644-5100 • www.fnb.com

Best wishes in 2023!Best wishes in 2023!
Stay safe this winter!Stay safe this winter!

Lobby Hours:Lobby Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 4:00 pmMonday - Friday 8:30 am to 4:00 pm

Drive Up Hours:Drive Up Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pmMonday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Calendar

THURSDAY, JAN. 5
Bennett Parks & Recreation District Board. 

5:30 p.m., Bennett Recreation Center.
Winter concert for grades K-2. 6:30 p.m., 

Deer Trail School.

SATURDAY, JAN. 7
Bennett Community Food Bank. 8-10 a.m., 

Bennett Community Center.

MONDAY, JAN. 9
Food Bank of the Rockies Mobile Pantry. 

9-11 a.m., Kelver Library parking lot, 
585 S. Main St., Byers. Optional pre-reg-
istration at newclient.link2feed.com.

Deer Trail School Board. 7 p.m., com-
mons area.

Byers Fire Protection District Board. 6:30 
p.m., Byers Firehouse.

Byers Water & Sanitation District Board. 7 
p.m., District Office, 421 S. Sherman St.

Byers Park & Recreation District Board. 7 
p.m., Quint Valley Fairgrounds.

Deer Trail Fire Protection District Board. 7 
p.m., Deer Trail Firehouse.

TUESDAY, JAN. 10
Deer Trail Town Board. Work session 

6:30 p.m., regular meeting 7 p.m., Town 
Hall, 555 Second Ave.

Bennett Board of Trustees. Work-study 
5:45 p.m. Regular meeting 7 p.m. For a 
Zoom link, visit townofbennet.colora-
do.gov.

Strasburg Sanitation & Water Board. 7 
p.m., TBK Bank conference room, 56641 
E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg.
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AURORA — An Auro-
ra City Council member 
filmed himself imitating 
Mexicans, Arab Muslims, 
South Asians and other mi-
nority groups as advertise-
ments for his sports bar in 
2020, drawing scorn from 
a spectrum of community 
leaders.

The Sentinel was alert-
ed via a confidential tip to 
the existence of the videos 
showing Councilmember 
Steve Sundberg, who was 
elected in 2021, promoting 
Legends of Aurora Sports 
Grill by performing stereo-
typical impressions of vari-
ous groups.

Community leaders 
shown the videos responded 
with frustration and disap-
pointment, while Sundberg 
did not respond to multiple 
requests for comment and 
a detailed list of questions 
sent Dec. 19.

“It’s disrespectful, and it’s 
insulting to our city. Aurora 
is a very multicultural city. 
What’s his intent, just to get 
people to go to his business? 
That’s not the right way,” 
said Lucy Molina, a Chicana 
mother of two and commu-
nity organizer who works 
in Aurora. “I used to run a 
restaurant and a bar, and 
I would have never done 
something like that for 
bank. It’s horrible. It shows 
so much bad taste. ‘Mal gus-
to,’ we say.”

Often described as Colo-
rado’s most diverse city, Au-
rora is home to 390,000 peo-
ple, around 21.2% of whom 
identify as foreign-born, ac-
cording to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. More than a quarter 
of the city, 29%, identifies as 
Hispanic or Latino. About 
16.6% of Aurorans are black, 
6.6% are Asian, and 10.6% 
are descended from two or 
more races.

“Using brash stereo-
types of our communities 
does not respect the many 
hard-working families that 
live and contribute to Au-
rora,” said Dilpreet Jammu, 
a leader in the local Sikh 

Aurora councilman who mocked minorities on Facebook ripped

community and executive 
director of Colorado Sikhs. 
“Aurora is one of the most 
diverse cities in our state, 
and we value the contribu-
tions of all citizens to make 
this a wonderful and safe 
place to live.”

Three former Legends 
employees, who spoke with 
The Sentinel on the con-
dition of anonymity, said 
Sundberg came up with the 
ideas for the videos himself 
and encouraged workers to 
take part.

While none recalled Sund-
berg threatening workers 
into participating, they said 
the supervisor-employee 
relationship between Sund-
berg and his employees 
made some feel uncomfort-
able saying “no.”

Sundberg imitates a vari-
ety of accents in the videos 
while wearing costumes 
that resemble stereotypi-
cal depictions of Mexicans, 
Arab Muslims and other 
groups.

In one video, he sits cross-
legged on a carpet, dressed 
in a turban and robe, and 
brandishes a scimitar after 
being offered bacon by an 
employee. He then repeat-
edly exclaims “haram,” a 
term referring to behavior 
prohibited under Islamic 
law, such as eating pork.

In another video, Sund-
berg wears a Mexican falsa 
blanket, folded to look like 
a poncho, and pretends to 
be a translator for a kitch-
en employee, saying in 
Spanish that the man has 
“26 girlfriends” and asking 
if the viewer likes his large 
“conejos,” which literally 
means “rabbits.”

Colorado State Univer-
sity associate professor of 
Spanish Andrea Purdy, who 
translated the clip for The 
Sentinel, questioned wheth-
er Sundberg instead meant 
to say the similar word “co-
jones,” which is Spanish for 
“testicles.” Sundberg also 
imitates a Mexican accent 
throughout the video.

“What is offensive to me 
about the video is putting  a 
Latino employee in this sit-
uation of seeming to be the 
person with language dom-
inance and then have the 
person who owns the busi-
ness pretend to be a Spanish 
translator,” Purdy wrote in 
a follow-up e-mail. “It may 
be that he thought it was 
funny, but it has racist over-
tones nonetheless.”

He imitates a South Asian 
accent in another video 
meant to promote the cur-
ry sold by Legends as well 
as in a video promoting the 
Maharaja IPA produced by 

ed to the videos with anger 
and disappointment. Iman 
Jodeh — spokeswoman for 
the Colorado Muslim Soci-
ety and who represents the 
district including Legends 
in the Colorado House of 
Representatives — said the 
videos were “clearly not in-
tended to welcome a diverse 
population to Sundberg’s 
establishment.”

Two years ago, Jodeh 
became the first Muslim 
elected to Colorado’s Gen-
eral Assembly. The child of 
Palestinian immigrants and 
refugees who came to Col-
orado in the 1970s, she was 
raised in Aurora and is also 
the first Palestinian-Ameri-
can to earn a seat in the leg-
islature.

“How can diverse com-
munities trust that our gov-
ernment is working for our 
best interest when our elect-
ed officials use cliche stereo-
types to mock our heritage, 
our religious practices, and 
our struggles?” Jodeh asked 
in response to the videos.

“I’m not sure what’s more 
offensive about this pathet-
ic use of trite, racist tropes: 
his desperate attempt for fi-
nancial gain at the expense 
of marginalized people or 
his blatant disregard of the 
impact perpetuating these 
stereotypes has in a com-
munity needing to come 
together, decrease racial 
tension, and increase inclu-
sivity when he is an elected 
official in this city.”

Aurora NAACP president 
Omar Montgomery said 
that, beyond the videos, he 
was additionally disappoint-
ed by Sundberg’s involve-
ment in council decisions to 
eliminate unfilled positions 
in the city’s Office of Diver-
sity, Equity & Inclusion, and 
in an office created to mon-
itor the actions of police fol-
lowing the death of Elijah 
McClain.

Sundberg was the first to 
suggest that the city’s diver-
sity office be cut and joined 
fellow conservatives in sup-
porting the cuts to the inter-
nal police monitor during 

SEE SUNDBERG
PAGE 14

by Max Levy
 Sentinel Colorado

PHILIP B. POSTON/Sentinel Colorado

Aurora City Councilmember Steve Sundberg is seen imitating an Arabic individual while adver-
tising a meal special at his bar, Legends of Aurora Sports Grill, in the photo of the original Face-
book post. The bars social media page is filled with a bevy of cultural appropriation videos.

Avery Brewing Co.
In another video promot-

ing Legends’ dark lager 
beer — referred to by its 
German name, “schwarzbi-
er,” meaning “black beer” 
— Sundberg imitates a Ger-
man accent as he performs 
a skit revolving around the 
stereotype of black men 
having large penises.

The discovery of the vid-
eos marks the second time 
this year that Sundberg’s 
workplace behavior has 
been called into question. 
In October, The Sentinel 
reported that Sundberg 
had been investigated for 
making sexually suggestive 
comments in the presence 
of city employees.

In another video, Sund-
berg dresses as a Viking; 
jokes about “raping and pil-
laging season coming up 
soon;” refers to a woman, 
apparently a Legends bar-
tender, as a “bar wench;” and 
asks another if she wants to 
be his “shield maiden.”

The videos in which Sund-
berg imitated Arab Mus-
lims, South Asians and Mex-
icans and joked about black 
men and rape were posted 
on the Legends Facebook 
page in 2020 and remained 
publicly available on the af-
ternoon of Dec. 19.

Community leaders react-

720-338-0468720-338-0468

Freedomrolloffllc@gmail.comFreedomrolloffllc@gmail.com
Specializing in 20 & 30 yard roll off dumpsters

New yearNew year''s s 
SpecialSpecial!!!!

Mention this ad to get $20 off through Mention this ad to get $20 off through 
JanuaryJanuary

Freedom Roll Off Freedom Roll Off 
Service, LLCService, LLC

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATEDLOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
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the 2023 budgeting process.
Montgomery said videos like 

those posted on the Facebook page 
of Sundberg’s business hindered 
the city in its goal of building trust 
with residents of color.

“If he wants to make jokes about 
diversity and things of this nature, 
maybe he ought to fund that office 
so it can do the work of educating 
our city and our council members 
that Aurora is a diverse city,” Mont-
gomery said. “We need to do all we 
can to increase trust, and some of 
what the council does continues to 
drive a wedge between communi-
ties of color and the city itself. Com-
mercials like these are not a good 
way of developing trust.”

Qusair Mohamedbhai — a Den-
ver-based attorney and a member 
of the South Asian community who 
has represented high-profile Au-
rora clients such as the family of 

Elijah McClain — said he believed 
Sundberg’s mocking of certain eth-
nicities could open the door for em-
ployees to sue him for creating a 
hostile work environment.

“That costume with the poncho 
and everything, that’s like Exhibit A 
for ‘my boss is a racist,’” Mohamed-
bhai said. “The fact that he’s trying 
to advertise his business, … I hope 
it has the exact opposite effect.”

If Sundberg was discriminat-
ing against customers on the ba-
sis of race, Mohamedbhai warned 
he would also be running afoul of 
the state’s public accommodation 
laws. Mohamedbhai said the videos 
reminded him of recent debates 
about the appropriateness of ethnic 
groups being used as mascots by 
schools and sports teams.

“It reminds me of that phrase, 
‘my culture is not a costume,’” Mo-
hamedbhai said.

SUNDBERG FROM PAGE 13

C O N N EC T S

FREE INTERNET

Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (866) 750-1383

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet 

with one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

YOU QUALIFY for 

Free Internet if you 

receive Medicaid, 

SNAP, Housing 

Assistance,

WIC, Veterans 

Pension, Survivor 

Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.
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If you didn’t see it in The I-70 Scout,
it’s probably in the ECN
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
Watkins, Bennett, Strasburg, Byers, 
Deer Trail and Agate: $30/year

Out-of-area within CO: $44/year*

Outside Colorado: $48/year*
*All subscribers outside the I-70 Corridor also receive The 
I-70 Scout at no extra charge.

Become fully informed about the I-70 Corridor by ordering now!
The Eastern Colorado News is not available online. Subscribe today!

Call (303)622-9796 or visit www.i-70scout.com.

Serving Eastern Colorado for over 100 years!

Eastern Colorado NewsEastern Colorado News

Christmas snow snarls Monday traffic
While fresh snow this past holi-

day weekend didn’t occur until late 
in the evening on Christmas Day 
and into the morning of Dec. 26, it 

didn’t keep regional weather offi-
cials from claiming a White Christ-
mas.

But the additional snow and ac-
companying cold temperatures 
resulted in holiday nightmares for 
Monday morning commuters.

“It’s officially a White Christmas 
in Denver and many other areas 
across Colorado,” the National 
Weather Service’s Boulder office 
declared about 5:30 a.m. Dec. 25. “A 
white Christmas is defined as hav-
ing a snow depth of 1” or greater on 

Christmas morning. Only 37% of 
years have had a white Christmas 
in Denver.”

But the NWS definition of White 
Christmas doesn’t require fresh

SEE XMAS SNOW
PAGE 2

Volume 108, Number 25 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2022

Serving Eastern Colorado since 1916 $1.00

DEER TRAIL — Not only 
did the Deer Trail Board 
of Trustees discuss the re-
quired improvements to the 
town’s wastewater system 
during their Dec. 15 meet-
ing, it approved taking the 
first two steps in the process.

After the town received a 
compliance advisory from 
the state for in-flow viola-
tions, a proposal for possi-
ble solutions was presented 
by Nick Marcotte with Ele-
ment Engineering, who said 
a meeting was held recently 
with the town attorney, staff 

Wastewater improvements
authorized by DT trustees

and Mayor Judd Behrens to 
discuss the town’s response. 

“Any wastewater plant has 
two limits, or capacities — 
a flow limit and a loading 
limit,” Marcotte explained. 
“Your wastewater is within 
capacity with the flow, or 
hydraulics, but over capaci-
ty with respect to organics.”

Marcotte said the first step 
is to prepare a formal letter 
to the Colorado Department 
of Public Health & Environ-
ment (CDPHE) presenting 
a schedule for a return to 
compliance. The next step 
is to conduct a preliminary

SEE DT SEWER
PAGE 4

by Kathy Smiley
 Staff  Writer

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor

EMBER SEWARD-SORENSEN/Eastern Colorado News

Left photo, the driver of a semi lost control of his rig on black ice on eastbound I-70 near Deer Trail about 8:45 a.m. Dec. 26. The tractor-trailer rig ended up 
stuck in the median with a leaky diesel fuel tank. The scene was cleared about three hours later. Center photo, The driver of this red pickup that rolled off of 
westbound I-70 near Byers about 6 a.m. Dec. 26 miraculously escaped injury despite requiring extrication from the vehicle. Left, a 16-year-old male driver was 
unable to navigate a slick part of County Road 181 south of Byers the morning of Dec. 26. He clipped a power post and took out a street sign.

A lifesized replica of World 
War II-era battleship USS Col-
orado that’s emerging on the 
banks of Brighton’s Mann-Ny-
holt Lake will never see na-
val service, but it’s already 
received honors from the U.S. 
Navy.

Several U.S. Navy officers 
joined veterans and Adams 
County officials for the offi-
cial “mast stepping” ceremo-
ny for the replica battleship, 
destined to debut by Memo-
rial Day 2023 as the county’s 
new Veterans Memorial.

“The Navy is excited about it 
because they want to use it as 

Battleship under construction at Brighton Veterans Memorial
by Belen Ward
 Colorado Community Media

IMAGE COURTESY OF ADAMS  COUNTY

An artist’s rendition presents a vision of the future Veterans Memorial in Adams County.

a recruitment tool, bring po-
tential recruits, maybe bring 
out veterans to do physical 
therapy, weddings, military 
weddings, or commissioning 
of officers or chiefs, or retire-
ments. We are going to have 
the USS Colorado’s bell the 
same one on the submarine, 
“ said Adam County Commis-
sioner Charles “Chaz” Tedes-
co, a retired Navy Veteran.

Crews are building the Vet-
erans Memorial at the Riv-
erdale Regional Park, on the 
shore of Mann-Nyholt Lake. 
It’s meant to honor past, pres-
ent and future veterans for 
their sacrifices to defend our

SEE BATTLESHIP
PAGE 24

STEVEN VETTER/Eastern Colorado NewsSTEVEN VETTER/Eastern Colorado News

DAVID MAGDANZ/Eastern Colorado News

Santa Claus confers with a boy while viewers sit enrapt at a showing of “The Polar Express” 
Dec. 16 at Christ Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Bennett.
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ANSWERS ON PAGE 20

SOLUTION ON PAGE 20

20 YEARS AGO
DECEMBER 31, 2002

 DEER TRAIL — Dangerous buildings’ days are 
numbered in Deer Trail.

An ordinance passed by the town board Dec. 3 al-
lows the town to order property owners to repair, va-
cate or demolish buildings found unsafe by inspec-
tors, and bill the property owners for the repairs or 
demolition.

One clause could place the strip fronting U.S. 
Highway 40 in danger if owners have not kept up re-
pairs since the 1965 flood.  The clause specifies that 
if a building, damaged by fire, wind, earthquake or 
flood, or simply dilapidated, becomes “an attractive 
nuisance to children; a harbor for vagrants, criminals 
or immoral persons” or if people choose to engage in 
illegal or immoral activities in the building, it can be 
considered a nuisance.

15 YEARS AGO
JANUARY 1, 2008

 BYERS–– A decorated World War II veteran from 
Fort Morgan and his son from Byers were given a 
free trip to the World War II Memorial in Washington 
D.C., in November.

Otis Chartier and his son Fred Chartier made the 
trip courtesy of HonorFlight, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to providing veterans with the opportunity 
to visit their memorials.  The elder Chartier, who is 

86, served in the Army Air Corps and infantry and 
saw combat in France and Germany in 1944 and 1945  
Fred Chartier went on the trip in a guardian capacity.

The Chartiers heard about the HonorFlight orga-
nization through family members, applying through 
the Rocky Mountain regional program in May.  Sev-
eral months later Otis was notified that he would be 
included in a group of 11 veterans slated for the No-
vember trip.

The veterans, along with seven guardians, flew out 
of DIA Nov. 2. A full day Nov. 3 was spent visiting the 
WWII memorial and other sites in Washington D.C.

10 YEARS AGO
JANUARY 1, 2013

 BENNETT — Vandals put a damper on many Cor-
ridor residents’ Christmas celebrations, shooting out 
car and house windows and stealing vehicles over-
night Dec. 23 and early Christmas Eve.

According to Adams County Sheriff’s officials,  
more than 30 victims, most from throughout Ben-
nett and the Wolf Creek Run subdivision northwest 
of Strasburg, were getting their homes and vehicles 
repaired though the Christmas holiday and the fol-
lowing days.  The heaviest damage in Bennett was 
said to have occurred in the Centennial subdivision.

In addition to damage to residential homes, the 
vandals also broke out windows and damaged doors 
on the north employee door of Bennett Town Hall.

Today is Tuesday, Jan. 3, the 
third day of 2022. There are 362 
days left in the year.

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT
On Jan. 3, 1990, ousted Pan-

amanian leader Manuel Norie-
ga surrendered to U.S. forces, 
10 days after taking refuge in 

the Vatican’s diplomatic mis-
sion.

ON THIS DATE
In 1777, Gen. George Wash-

ington’s army routed the Brit-
ish in the Battle of Princeton, 
New Jersey.

In 1959, Alaska became the 

49th state as President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower signed a procla-
mation.

In 2007, Gerald R. Ford was 
laid to rest on the grounds of 
his presidential museum in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

One year ago: The East 
Coast’s main north-south high-

way, Interstate 95, became 
impassable in Virginia after a 
truck jackknifed, triggering a 
chain reaction as other vehi-
cles lost control during a win-
ter storm; hundreds of drivers 
were stuck in place in frigid 
temperatures, some for over 24 
hours. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS
 Actor Dabney Coleman is 

91. Hockey Hall of Famer Bob-
by Hull is 84. Actor Victoria 
Principal is 73. Actor-director 
Mel Gibson is 67. Actor Jason 
Marsden is 48. Former NFL 
quarterback Eli Manning is 42.                                        

                  ––The Associated Press

ACROSS
1. Piece of data
6. Baryshnikov’s step
9. Back wound
13. Soft palate hanger
14. Any high mountain
15. Tsar’s edict
16. Means
17. Bishop of Rome’s jurisdiction
18. Female water-elf
19. Highest mountain
21. Sea that is also the largest lake
23. A in MoMA
24. Small island
25. Ignited
28. Lamborghini model
30. Extravagant
35. 15th of March, May, July or Oct.
37. ____-a-Sketch
39. Technology expert
40. Novice
41. Damage one’s reputation
43. Lil’ Bow Wow’s first name
44. Bette Midler’s movie “____ Pocus”
46. “I’m ____ you!”
47. Unit of pressure
48. Denver breakfast choice
50. Big rig
52. ____ de Janeiro
53. Excessively abundant
55. Ensign, for short
57. Great ____ Reef
61. National Geographic ____
65. Gibson garnish
66. Arabic garment
68. D-Day beach
69. Longest continental mountain range
70. Nada
71. Energy to motion converter
72. Golf pegs
73. Red Cross bed
74. Follow as a consequence

DOWN
1. Surfer’s “man”
2. Tel ____, Israel
3. Ditty
4. Extremist
5. Masters without t
6. Ghost of Christmas ____
7. Miller High Life, e.g.
8. Four-eyes’ gear
9. Bypass
10. Uber alternative
11. The largest continent
12. Past participle of “be”

15. Remove from political office
20. Eyelid infections
22. Opposite of nothing
24. Burning aroma producer
25. *____sphere, the solid earth
26. “She is pulling my leg,” e.g.
27. 9 a.m. prayer
29. *____sphere, air surrounding earth
31. Sleeveless garment
32. Blood of the gods, Greek mythology
33. Harry Belafonte’s daughter
34. *____sphere, all water on earth
36. Aretha Franklin’s genre
38. Type of crime
42. Young Montague
45. Brown and yellow finches
49. Cravat or bola
51. Financial gain
54. 100 centimes
56. “Barefoot in the Park” playwright
57. Summer ride
58. “Green Gables” protagonist
59. Amusement park attraction
60. Sturgeon ____ and salmon ____
61. Table mineral
62. Chow or grub
63. Biblical pronoun
64. Ready and eager
67. ____sphere, all life on earth

Quadrantids Shower
Five hundred years ago, a comet 

broke apart, and we are still enjoying 
the effects of this in the annual mete-
or shower of the Quadrantids. In the 
Northern Hemisphere, the shower can 
be seen by the naked eye very high in 
the sky near the North Star before sun-
rise on a dark and cloudless morning. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). What’s 
going well will go even better with a 
few adjustments. You won’t find the 
magic insight alone, and trying to do so 
is as futile as playing on a teeter-totter 
alone. Keep seeking advice until some-
thing resonates.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Shared 
goals are fortifying for relationships, 
and so is helping one another reach in-
dividual goals. What doesn’t work at all 
is when a partner imposes a goal onto 
you, or vice versa. Avoid that kind of 
baggage.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). A friend-
ship is forming, and you’ll enjoy the 
direction it’s taking. It’s as though you 
are developing a shared language. 
Soon this will be its own kind of world 
-- a safe haven from the harshness of 
the real world.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). It’s as 
though someone drops a key in your 
hand to open the previously locked 
doors. But it’s not another person who 
gives you this power, it’s the synthesis 
of what you’ve been learning. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).   Because 
you know how to present things in 
a favorable light, people want what 
you’re offering. You also know when to 
pull back so as not to seem overly con-
cerned with what others decide to do. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Are they 
sensitive or are you blunt? Whichever 
is the case, the friction will bring emo-
tions to the surface, which isn’t a bad 
place for them to be. Getting things out 
in the open will help everyone under-
stand one another..

CANCER (June 22-July 22).   Normal-
ly, you go slow into relationships and 
allow people to reveal their character 
over time, but there’s no benefit to 
such an approach today. People will 
show you who they are, and you’ll react 
swiftly.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).  The rule is, be-
fore you can give something away, you 
have to own it. That’s the part you’ll be 
working on today. You’ll acquire skill 
and resources, so when it’s your turn to 
contribute, you’ll have plenty to offer. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).  You think 
you’re doing the thing that makes most 
sense considering all the variables pres-
ent. To others, you’re nothing short of 
amazing. An abundance of common 
sense culminates into uncommon 
good fortune.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).  When you 
witness need, beauty, opportunity or a 
chance to save the day, a mysterious 
part of you springs from the depths. 
The impulse is golden. Your sponta-
neous action will set off a chain of 
events.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).  It doesn’t 
seem like cultivating good relation-
ships should be a calculated endeavor, 
but a more systematic approach will be 
effective. Be wary of anyone who prom-
ises too much too soon. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21).   Famil-
iarity is comfortable but not memora-
ble. Often the novelty finds you, but 
today you’ll need to seek it out, which 
makes the experience wonderfully spe-
cific to your preferences..

Today’s Birthday (Jan. 3). Confidence 
is your cosmic birthday present. In the 
past, you didn’t know how your work fit 
into the big picture, but now you un-
derstand the uniqueness of your gifts. 
More highlights: Fresh excitement in 
your personal life, a lucrative sale and 
the advancement of a family plan. Pi-
sces and Sagittarius adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 8, 40, 5, 21 and 10.                                                                                                                           

                               –– Horoscopes by Holiday

The NoT-So DuSTy PageS

ToDay IN hISTory

horoScoPe

arTS & eNTerTaINmeNT

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: GEOGRAPHY 101
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ACCOUNTING

AUTOMOTIVE

CHIROPRACTOR

COMPUTER/INTERNET

FOR SALE
SUPER-FAST HIGH-SPEED

INTERNET
GUARANTEED TO BLOW YOUR

CURRENT INTERNET PROVIDER AWAY!
Price: Starting at just $29.95/mo

Seller: Bijou Telephone Co-op

Call 303-822-5400 
if you're ready for something better!

Claussen 
Chiropractic

1517 Main Street

Strasburg, CO

(303) 622-4200

CARPET CLEANING

StrasburgStrasburg
Auto PartsAuto Parts

Family owned and Family owned and 
operated for 45 years.operated for 45 years.
Mon - Fri 7:30am - 6pmMon - Fri 7:30am - 6pm
Sat 8am-5pm / Sun 8am-1pmSat 8am-5pm / Sun 8am-1pm

303-622-4211303-622-4211
1313 Monroe St. Strasburg, CO1313 Monroe St. Strasburg, CO
Thank you for your business! - Ed & CherylThank you for your business! - Ed & Cheryl

COMPUTER TECH

720-281-4990
carl@carlthecomputerguy.comcarl@carlthecomputerguy.com

• In-Home • Technical
Support

Licensed & 
Insured
Free 

Estimates
36 Years Experience

Commercial & Residential
Foundation Walls,

Excavation,

Flatwork,

 Stamped Concrete,

Concrete Demo,

Hauling,

Recycled Asphalt Drives.

Bert Gagne
303-941-3991

gagnesconcrete@netecin.net

LEO’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC

License #: 7422
Strasburg: 720-203-9955

Leo Hurtado
Master Electrician/Owner

Fillings •Cleanings •Crowns
•Extractions •Emergency Services

•Root Canals •Whitening
Open Evenings and Weekends

In-Network for Almost All Insurances
303-644-5058

www.openandaffordable.com
280 E. Colfax Ave Suite 1, Bennett, CO 80102

ENGINEERING

303.434.4560
Lic. & Insured - LIC# 5497

Panel Upgrades - Pole Barns
All Types of Wiring - Free Estimates

CONSTRUCTION

DENTAL

Pole Barns, roofing, decks, garages, and more

Outback Construction LLC.

720-202-1490 
Kevin Damron 

constructionoutback@gmail.com

CONCRETE

(303) 834-0431
Sam@guffeyelectricllc.com 
55955 E Kentucky Ave
Strasburg, CO 80136 
www.guffeyelectricllc.com

Commercial, Residential, Service
Licensed and Insured

Wally’s
Concrete

Licensed & Insured

Residential & Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
ALL FLAT WORK

STAMPED CONCRETE
FOUNDATIONS

No Job Is
Too Small or Too Big

References Available

Call or Text Walter

720-998-5731
Locally Owned

wallysconcrete@gmail.com

Service Directory

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Grothe Financial Services P.C.
(303)644-4600

Need QuickBooks Support?
Give us a call!

A+ Appliance A+ Appliance ServicesServices
Rods Appliance ServiceRods Appliance Service

• Free Phone Quotes• Free Phone Quotes
• $20 Cash Discount• $20 Cash Discount
Brand Name Parts &Brand Name Parts &

Two-Year Warranty PlusTwo-Year Warranty Plus
a Client Satisfaction &a Client Satisfaction &
Low Price Assurance.Low Price Assurance.

Established in 1995 and Established in 1995 and 
Locally Owned. Locally Owned. 
303-822-9868

303-809-4229

Five Star
Client Rated

www.rodscontracts.com

Excavating • Utilities • Septic • 

Hydrants • Landscape/Hardscape 

• Handyman/Remodeling

720-507-4076
rprecisionindustriesllc@gmail.com

• Used & new tire sales

• Tire repairs • Oil changes

• Windshield Chip Repair • Car Wash

Monday-Friday: 8:00-5:00

Saturday: 8:00-12:00

Sunday: Closed
Purchase 4 new 

tires from us 
and  

receive a free 
rotation!

97 N Main St.

Byers, CO 

303-822-8333

New
Location!

ASE Certified Technician
OIL CHANGE (CONV)

ALIGNMENTS
Tu-Fri 8am to 5:30pm

Sat. 9am to 3pm
56773 E. I-70 Frontage Rd.
Strasburg, CO.

Nationwide Nationwide 
Warranty!Warranty!

303-622-4100

ELECTRICIANS

FREE CABINETRY DESIGN  
and estimates for kitchens, 

bathroom vanities or any space 
of your house that needs 

cabinets.

In-Stock Cabinets up to Custom Cabinetry
25-plus Years of Experience

 We bring the showroom to you with many 
door sample options.

Call Gina at 720-878-1813
to set up your free consultation

www.cocabinetryandroofing.com

CABINETRY

EYE CARE

This Space Only
$21.00 Per Week
(303)622-9796

Most Insurances Accepted
1506 Main St., Strasburg

720.405.2020
2020EyeVenue.com
Locally Owned

• Routine Eye Exams
• Medical Eye Care

• Sunglasses
• Contact Lenses

JayHawk Grading
Byers, Colorado

Road Grading • Finish Grading
• Driveway Material • 

Excavation • Snow Removal
303-210-8567

CONCRETE

"  "  "  "

F.M. Concrete
25 Years of

Specializing in:
All concrete work:

Demo • Replacement • Driveways 
• Patios • Garages • Retaining 
Walls • Stamped, Regular or 
Any Finish/Texture • Colored 

Concrete

Also Providing:
• Skid Steer Services (concrete, 

dirt or asphalt removal & hauling)
• Driveway Resurfacing (milling, 

road base or material of  choice)

Call for FREE ESTIMATE!
(720)361-8474

F.M. Concrete
25 Years of

Specializing in:
All concrete work:
Demo • Replacement • 

Driveways • Patios • Garages 
• Retaining Walls • Stamped, 

Regular or Any Finish/Texture • 
Colored Concrete • Certified w/
professional concrete products 

for repainting/resealing

Also Providing:
• Skid Steer Services (concrete, 

dirt or asphalt removal & hauling)
• Driveway Resurfacing (milling, 

road base or material of  choice)

Licensed & Insured
Will Travel to Your Job!

Call for FREE ESTIMATE!
(720)361-8474

w q w q w q w q w q w
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, a registered investment advisor. SUM Financial 
Services Group is a separate entity from LPL Financial.

Nathan Sumner, CFP
President | SUM Financial Services Group

720.613.6160
sumfsg@sumfsg.com
280 E Colfax Ave #2, P.O. Box 525 
Bennett, CO 80102

®

EnGarde Defense
CCW, Handgun & Home Safety

Group and private classes

55 years experience; NRA Cert.

Text Larry Browne, (720)808-2240

FIREARMS SAFETY

FENCING

Reed & Sons
Custom fencing

Call Brendan for a free estimate

303-834-7216
reed&sonsfencingllc
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HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Tractor and Equipment Repairs. 
Backhoes • Loaders • Trenchers

CaLL us, we Can fix iT!
Pick up and delivery available!
303-622-4012

Hydrants
installed or replaced

303-865-4830

Serving Eastern Colorado for Over 30 Years
Sales/Service • Installation • Furnaces

Air Conditioning • Geo-Thermal
 Fireplaces

FREE ESTIMATES 
on new or replacement systems

1506 Main Street,Strasburg, CO  •  plainsheating.com

303-622-2914

Comfort Guy Inc.
“Don’t get caught in the cold!

Schedule a precision 
tune-up for your 
heating system!”

303-644-5193Your Custom Comfort 
System Specialist www.comfortguyinc.com

I!"#$%&"' I!()%*!+# 
*!, F&-# R&!$( F&!*!+&*.
Business • Home • Auto • Life • Health • Farm
Wills • Renters & Condo • Rental Property

(303) 644-4872
integrityinsagency.com

Julie Lewis

Reasonable Pricing!
Local Business!
303-990-3715

Steve Schneiderman
Professional Farrier

720-530-6034
Now Accepting Clients

HORSE CARE

LAWN & ACREAGE

BoBcat Skid Steer work

Trenching, grading, postholes (6-36 in.), 
culvert installation, road grading, snow 
removal and m o r e !

ref. available upon request. 

call Peter 720-935-1428 

JUNK VEHICLES

Home — Farm & Ranch — Commercial
Strasburg O!ce — 970-522-1681

Renee Little
Renee@SonnenbergAgency.com

Ca
ny

on
 Creek Landscape, LLC 

Commercial & Residential 
Services

• Landscape Designs & Installs 
• Gravel Driveways

Irrigation Systems • Retaining Walls 
• Walk Ways & Patios  • Trenching & 

Excavation • Land Clearing 
• Water Features

• Drainage Solutions • Horse Arenas • 
• Erosion & Sediment Control 

• Freeze Hydrant Install and Replace

Family owned and operated with over 
38 years of industry experience.

 

www.canyoncreeklandscape.com

 Call us today for a 
free estimate. 
720-427-8430

Service Directory

GARAGE DOORS

FUNERAL HOMES

FUNERAL HOMES & MONUMENTS
Locally Owned and Operated

 56131 E. Colfax Ave. Strasburg, CO 80136

303-710-4221
www.lovefuneralhomes.com

HEATING & AC

• Maintenance Cleans
• Construction Cleans
• Move In / Move Out Cleaning
• Locally Sta!ed, Owned and Operated

303-803-5495

HOUSECLEANING

Heating & Air Conditioning

Residential & Commercial

303303.622.24HR(2447)

USMechanicalCompany.com

24 Hour Service • Straightforward Pricing
Daikin 12 years parts & labor warranties*

Financing Options Available
Indoor Air Quality & Water Filtration

Free Estimates on Replacements / Installs
10100% Satisfaction Guarantee 

 

Wide Open
Heating, Air & Electric LLC

Commercial & Residential HVAC
New Builds • Duct Cleaning

24/7 Emergency Service
Preventive Maintenance

Water Heater Replacement

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Military& First Responder Discounts 

720-810-6048 
www.facebook.com/wideopenhvac

Strasburg Rock Co.
Sales & Delivery

Recycled Asphalt
Road Base • Arena Sand

Fill Dirt • Top Soil • Mulch
Decorative Rock • Compost
Family Owned Since 2004

8255 Strasburg Road
Call for a FREE estimate

720-557-6529

LANDSCAPING MATERIAL

HANDYMAN SERVICES

LANDSCAPING

For all Your Commercial & 
Residential Insulation Needs:
• ATTIC Blow Insulation;

• Net Blow Walls;
• Wall Batts;

• Vinyl Insulation;
• Spray Foam; and
• Foam Fire Stop.

• New & Remodel Homes
We Give You an Affordable Price!

Affordable Insulation LLC

47327 Clover Ave.

Bennett, CO 80102

For English, (303)949-9751

Para Español, (303)437-0566
www.insulationindenverco.com

          facebook.com/affordable.insulation.73

           Affordable Insulation Inc.            Affordable Insulation Inc. 

INSULATION

Full-Service Flooring Company
• No-cost, no-obligation

in-home estimates;

• Samples brought to

home at time of estimate.

Sales, Installation & Repairs:
Carpet • Hardwood 

Laminate • Luxury Vinyl & 

Waterproof Floors

Sanding/finishing of
existing hardwood, 

prefinished hardwood & 
hardwood stairs.

(303)667-0085

FLOORING

INSURANCE

Commercial & Residential 
Refrigeration • Boilers 

Chillers & Automatic Controls 

Adams Heating & 
Air Conditioning

Located in Strasburg and Proudly
Serving the I-70 Corridor for 15+ Years

FREE ESTIMATES on replacement or new installs

7 2 0 . 2 6 6 . 0 4 9 6

Handyman Services

Jim Erlsten

Jime5120@aol.com

(303) 475-7429

Veteran Owned • Insured

• Doors & windows, kitchen, bathroom, 
   tile, and building maintenance.
• Small tractor work: mowing,
   rototilling and seeding.

PROFESSIONAL

FARRIER SERVICE

is back in your area!

Contact Lane Betts
(720)965-3308

This Space Only
$14.00 Per Week
(303)622-9796

MASSAGE

PAINTING

HEATING & AC

This Space Only
$21.00 Per Week
(303)622-9796

HYDRANTS

Choose a job you love and you will never 
have to work a day in your life.

-Confucius
It doesn't matter how strong your 
opinions are. If you don't use your 
power for positive change, you are 
indeed part of the problem.
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PRO CLASSIC 
PAINTING 
303-880-7235

CALL ERIC OR LINDA
contactus@proclassicpainting.com

Chances are we painted one of your 
neighbor’s or friend’s home.

We get rid of pests 
fast, safely, and 

affordably.

Guaranteed results!

Mice & General Pests

PEST CONTROL

Bennett, Colorado

www.FrontRangeRVstorage.com

Pet Boarding
303-644-4322
www.TheFourLeggedInn.com

Bennett, CO

 Call Adam: (720) 327-9363
schat.adam1@gmail.com

Schat Plumbing

Courteous and prompt service!

       New construction• Remodels
              Water heaters • Gas lines 
Small drain cleaning • Hose repair 
Boiler repair • Well tank valves
       (Electronic and metal recycling)

ROOFING

SAND & GRAVEL

Mitchell  brand 

SAND • GRAVEL • DIRT
road/ landscaping Stuff

arena/bedding/Structural

303-870-4260 

Shannon 

Roth

(303)822-6644

(303)883-9339

PO Box 9

Byers, CO 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

SEPTIC

20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE     ALL MAKES & MODELS
ATV   CYCLES   GENERATORS 
LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
CARBURETOR REBUILDS & TUNING

314 S. OWENS ST
BYERS CO 80103
720 365 7794
OPEN TUES - SAT 10AM - 8PM

PET CARE

303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com

820 Shari’s Ct. Bennett, CO

As Seen On  Animal PlanetAs Seen On  Animal Planet

Next time you’re away, 
your pet has a place 

to stay.

Hay un interpréte de español disponible 

• Professional Experienced Sta! 
• Clean Facility
• Walks & Outside Playtime 
• Owner Directed Feeding
• Experienced in Administering Medication
• Baths Available for Additional Fee
• Pet Updates Available
• Full & Half Day Daycare Available 
• Fully Insured

LICENSED

CUMMINGS ROOFING CO.

29 Years Serving The Corridor!
Licensed and Insured

Steve Cummings
303-644-5500 • Cell: 303-594-8608

Lance Grothe, CPA, CFP®
Tax, Accounting
& Financial Services
690 E Colfax Ave, Bennett
303-644-4600

TAXES

STORAGE

Service Directory

Roofing & Gutters
Residential • Commercial 

Asphalt Roofing • Metal Roofing • Flat Roofing 
TPO • EPDM •  A+ Rating w/BBB 

719.775.8687  •  raazroofing.com

RAAZ Roofing & Construction, LLC

719-464-3050
CharlesAKnightstep@gmail.com

PET BOARDING

PLUMBING

This Space Only

$21.00 Per Week

(303)622-9796

PAINTING PET BOARDING

PLUMBING TOWING

PHOTOSHOP SERVICES
Photo Collages • Scanning • Printing
Graphic Design • Photo Touch-Ups

Digital Photo Restoration

EVENTS/SPECIAL OCCASIONS
Invitations • Reunions • Parties

Graduations • Weddings • Birthdays 
Baby Showers • Memorials

MARKETING COLLATERAL
Sell Sheets • Postcards • Menus

Labels • Fliers • Posters • Booklets
Manuals • Brochures

I-70 Publishing Co. 
303-622-9796
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Service Directory

R & M Tree Service
Tree & Shrub Trimming & Removal

• Insured • 14 years experience

(720) 601-2030

WINDOWS

WATER DAMAGE

claSSifieD aDS

Bring your household and 
everyday trash to ERL every 

second full-week of the month for 
a HALF-OFF DISCOUNT!

COMPOST: $12 PER YARD

East Regional Landfill

C
o

n
t
a

c
t (303) 685-2700

8201 Schumaker Rd.
Bennett, CO

Now requiring hard hats and safety vests. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Caring and compassionate vet
 care for your livestock, horse and

furry four legged companions.

Mon, Tu, Th, Fri - 8 am to 6 pm
Sat 8 am to 2 pm; Closed Wed & Sun

550 E Colfax Ave unit A in Bennett

303-644-4MVP

Dr. Cassandra Durant, DVM
Massage, acupuncture, and

chiropractic treatment as well!

The Musketeers
Veterinary Practice

VETERINARY

"Caring for all of your pet, horse and livestock 

needs along the I-70 Corridor since 1947." 

303-622-4415
56151 E. Colfax Ave. Strasburg

Monday — Friday, 8am-7pm;
Saturday, 8am-1pm

Mobile & Emergency Service 

Strasburg Veterinary

Clinic, LLC

Reed Hanks, DVM • Jodie Vetter, DVM 

Megan Wright, DVM •Alison Bush, DVM

Shireen Zolghadri, DVM • Arin Allbritten, DVM 

Casey Stanley, DVM • Mikayla Bonnett, DVM

BENNETT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 29J

If you are interested in applying, please  
visit the district website, www.bsd29j.com. 
All applications must go through the online 

portal. If you have any questions, please con-
tact Cassie Salberg at 

csalberg@bsd29j.com. 
Bennett School District 29J is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer.

IS CURRENTLY HIRING THE FOLLOWING 
FOR THE 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR

• Car Driver
• Bus Driver
• Substitute Teachers
       $150/day  gr. K-5, $175/day  gr. 6-12

 

Please apply through the Talent Ed 
portal located under employment on the 

Strasburg School District website.  
Full Time, great benefits package to 

include medical, life and LTD.

For additional information, 
please e-mail Brooke Kartus: 
bkartus@strasburg31j.com

Strasburg School District No. 31-J is an equal 
opportunity employer and does not unlawfully 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, 
sex, national origin, creed, religion, age, sexual 
orientation, disability or other protected status.

STRASBURG 
SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 31J

High School
• Spanish Teacher
• SPED Teacher
• SPED Para

2022-23 
Open Positions:

Byers School District 32-J
is accepting applications

for an
Elementary Principal

Start date August 1, 2023.  
The district is looking for an individual that will provide leadership and administration 
which will motivate instructional and support personnel to strive for academic excel-

lence so as to provide the best possible opportunities for student achievement, growth 
and development.

Inherent in the position are the responsibilities for planning, organizing, talent man-
agement, facilities and educational programs, financial management, extracurricular 
activities, emergency procedures, and resource scheduling, which they supervise, 
consistent with Colorado Revised Statutes, School Board Policies, and the Byers 

School District Administrative Procedures.

• This is a 200 day position with benefits.
• Salary Range $70k - $80k based on experience.
• Must have a Master’s degree and hold or be eligible for a
  Colorado Principal License.
• Five years of successful elementary teaching experience
  preferred.
• Working knowledge of Standards Based Education.
• Experience with instructional strategies that promote
  academic achievement.
• Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS).

Administrative Applications are available on the Human Resources page of website 
under District tab, www.byers32j.k12.co.us, or at the District office.  Applications 

should be submitted to Byers School District, Attn: Tom Turrell, 444 E. Front Street, 
Byers, CO 80103.  Applications may also be emailed to turrell.tom@byers.k12.co.us 

or faxed to 303-822-9592.  For additional information, contact
Tom Turrell at (303) 822-5292 x1111.

Applications due February 1, 2023.  Start date August 1, 2023.

E.O.E. 

Prairie Creeks Living Center
Assisted Living

Accepting applications for 
Cook: Full-time, 6 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Part-time, 3 p.m.-8 p.m.
Resident Assistant:

Part-time, 3 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Apply in-person at

56175 Sunset Ave., Strasburg.
Background check required.

Please give us a call  for 
all  your printing needs! 

303-622-9796
CROSSWORD ANSWERS SUDOKU SOLUTION

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTU-

NITY

Property Manager
at Bijou Manor

To organize and administer the day-
to-day operations of the Apartment 

complex in a caring and compassionate 
manner. To verify and process 

information required, complying with 
government regulations. To enforce 
rules of occupancy in accordance 

with the Bijou Manor tenant Lease, 
government regulations and the 

project’s Management Plan. Training 
and support will be given to the 

employee. Bookkeeping experience 
required. This is a part-time position; 
$15-$20/hour based on experience. 

Position open until filled.
Background check required.

Call (303)769-4230 
548-558 4th Ave., Deer Trail, CO

TTY - Colorado Relay Service
1-800-659-3656

“USDA is an equal
opportunity provider,
employer and lender.”

Integrative, Affordable Health 

Care & Chiropractic Care.

Hay un interpréte de español disponible. 

Mon-Fri: 7:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday: 8am-5pm
Sunday: Closed

303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com
820 Shari’s Ct., Bennett, CO

Full service medical &  
surgical practice specializing in 

family pets, fine horses, live-
stock, and exotics.  

Mobile & emergency services 
available.

Now offering pet boarding, 

day care, and grooming. 

As seen on Animal Planet

Dr. Jennifer Gochanour

Dr. Laura Jimenez

Dr. Alexandra Klimovitz

Dr. Madi Levitsky

Subscribe to the Eastern Colorado News today! (303)622-9796
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Services
Montoya Metalworks. Fabrication and 
welding. Residential, commercial and 
agricultural. Shop/mobile: (720)425-
1654. 1/10

For Sale
Letter jackets and chenilles. Harriet Mc-
Neill, (303)919-2065. 1/3c

Free
Free, free, free. Pick up of autos, farm 
equipment, batteries, all nonferrous 
metal types. Also available for a min-
imal fee, pick up of appliances, TVs, 
piles, etc. Call Blaine today at (303)819-
7659. 1/24c

Farm & Ranch
Premium horse hay; also, goat and cow 
hay. In midsize, net wrapped round 
bales. Call (303)822-5564. 1/10

• Daily rate of pay is $125.00

• Meal card for free school lunch on 
days you sub.

• After obtaining your substitute 
license with the Colorado 
Department of Education and 
working 5 sub days for our district 
we will fully reimburse you the cost 
of your substitute license.

• Fun environment, great opportunity 
to earn some money and help our 
district !ll some much needed 
substitute teaching positions.

• If  you’re not interested in substitute 
teaching we are also accepting 
applications for Para Professional, 
Cooks and Custodian subs.

Please apply through our job posting 
portal on our website 

www.strasburg31j.com or 
email Brooke Kartus: 

bkartus@strasburg31j.com

Strasburg 
School District  

is hiring  
Substitute Teachers

Heavy Equip. Operators/Laborers Needed
• Will train.

• Own transportation required.

Contact Bill, Kuhn Construction
(303)570-6104

Foreman/Heavy Equip. Operator Needed
• Competitive wages.

• Company vehicle.

Contact Bill, Kuhn Construction
(303)570-6104

 Now Hiring:
Part-Time Food Service/Cook

Please apply through our job posting 
portal on our website 

www.strasburg31j.com or 
email Brooke Kartus: 

bkartus@strasburg31j.com with 
additional questions.

Strasburg School District No. 31-J is an equal 
opportunity employer and does not unlawfully 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, 
sex, national origin, creed, religion, age, sexual 
orientation, disability or other protected status.

STRASBURG 
SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 31J

THE DEER TRAIL SCHOOL

PLEASE FILL OUT AN ONLINE 
APPLICATION AT WEBSITE

WWW.DT26J.COM.
QUESTIONS? PLEASE CALL

HAYLEY WHITEHEAD
303-769-4421.

IS LOOKING TO FILL THE
FOLLOWING POSITIONS FOR THE

2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR
• Elementary Teachers

• Middle School
Science Teacher

• Substitute Teachers
• Substitute Cafeteria
• Substitute Custodians

• School Nurse
2023-24 SCHOOL YEAR
• Industrial Arts Teacher

Help Wanted

Classified ads

Facility Director/
Manager   

•

Byers School District 32-J

• Scheduling staff
• Cleaning duties
• Ordering supplies
• Working with contractors
• Basic maintenance skills
• Basic HVAC, plumbing,
  and electrical skills needed.

Applications due Februrary 15, 2023.  Start date April 3, 2023.
E.O.E.

 Applicant must be: 
  • organized
  • good communicator
  • problem solver 
  • team player.

Classified Applications are available on the Human Resources 
page of the website under District tab, www.byers32j.k12.co.us,   
or at the District office.  Applications should be submitted to 
Byers School District, Attn: Tom Turrell, 444 E. Front Street, 

Byers, CO 80103.  Applications may also be emailed to 
turrell.tom@byers.k12.co.us or faxed to 303-822-9592.  

For additional information, 
contact Tom Turrell at (303) 822-5292 x1111.

Byers School District is accepting applications for a facil-
ities director/manager to oversee daily operations within 
and around the Byers School Campus.  Duties include, 

but are not limited to:

Professional Research Assistant 
needed to work on 

The Bennett Kids PowerUP Project
a study seeking to positively impact the health 

behaviors of kids living in rural areas.

Research assistant duties will include:

• a Tuesday-Saturday work week • 50% of time on CU Anschutz 
campus & 50% in Bennett • work with children/caregivers • 

recruit study participants • collect data.
Minimum Qualifications: Bachelor’s degree in biological sciences, health/medical 

research, public health, education, or a related field; experience in research, clinical, or 
educational settings working directly with patients/students.

Preferred Qualifications: Bilingual in English and Spanish; experience working 
with children and families in the I-70 corridor.

Salary & Benefits: Salary range between $47,000 to $52,000; and generous leave, 
health plans & retirement contributions.

For full position listing, use QR Code or the link below:
https://cu.taleo.net/careersection/2/jobdetail.ftl?job=28369&lang=en

Applications accepted electronically ONLY at www.cu.edu/cu-careers

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Bar Double J J J

Hay For Sale

• Alfalfa • Alfalfa/Grass • Cow Hay
John James, (303)819-0122

Top quality hay. Variety of types, 

sizes, prices. Barn stored.

Delivery available.

(303) 263-4328

Circle DL Ranch LLC

DAN & LORETTA BOSWELL               BYERS, CO

Chunky’s Towing
We buy junk cars

 and trucks!
720-560-6763
Se Habla Español

Kelver Library (Arapahoe Libraries), locat-
ed at 585 S. Main St. in Byers, is hiring 
a library specialist to staff our library 
and work with community patrons. If 
you are looking for an excellent part-
time (20 hours) customer service role, 
please visit https://arapahoelibraries.
applicantpro.com/jobs/ to complete an 
application. The job posting will close 
on January 9. 1/10

Petro-Mat
Part-time help needed 

Apply in person at
56920 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg

or Call 303-622-4896

    

OFFICE FOR RENT
Approximately 400 sq. ft. Office with 

reception/2nd office in front. Approximately 1850 

sq. ft. warehouse with overhead door. 1 Bathroom. 

Yard space available. Nice! Located in commercial

office/warehouse building in Strasburg.

303-361-9100 x 21

For Rent

NEW MOBILE HOME - BENNETT
2 large bedrooms, 2 baths, laundry, 

off-street parking.  Available SOON.

$1,350
303-854-8829

WantedWanted
Coins and collections. Watches, 
jewelry, silver sets, and more.

CALL  What ’s  it  Worth Appraisals
 720-327-7867 720-327-7867 

Wanted

Help Wanted

PHOTOGRAPHERS
wanted to shoot high school 
sports and other activities. Cre-
dentials from the Colorado High 
School Activities Association for 
free entry into events, including 
the postseason, included. For 
more information, contact Ste-
ven at (303)622-9796 or svet-
ter@i-70scout.com.

PART-TIME REPORTERS
needed to cover evening and 
weekend meetings and other 
newsworthy events either live or 
virtually. Excellent opportunity 
for teachers with excellent En-
glish skills to make extra cash. To 
apply, send resume and cover 
letter to dclaussen@i-70scout.
com.
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Colorado Land Realty

Frank Linnebur, Broker • 303-748-7028 • 800 US Hwy. 36, Byers

View all listings at: ColoradoLandRealty.com

• 1,920 Ac Pasture/CRP 28mi NE of Byers, 28mi SW of  Ft. 
Morgan (Shamrock CO) $900/Ac.

• Older 940 sf home w/ bsmt on 47 acres 1 mile E of Agate 
I-70 frontage $449,000

• 13.92 Acres 2 irrig wells adjacent to Strasburg Schools
$780,000

• 35 Ac home site 4 mi NE of Strasburg 3 mi NW of Byers
$193,0000

Classified ads

Homes & LandHomes & LandHomes & LandHomes & Land

$639,900
• 35+ Acres S. of Strasburg
• Brand New Modular Home
• 2,204 sq. ft. of livable space
• 4 bedroom, 3.5 baths
• 1-year home warranty
• 32’x38’x16’ pole barn
• BROKERS WELCOME

Contact Dennis at (303)350-6085 or email 44Dennis.ds@gmail.com

Tania Stephens - Broker/OwnerTania Stephens - Broker/Owner
(303) 644-4444(303) 644-4444

310 Colfax, Bennett, CO 80102310 Colfax, Bennett, CO 80102

Service Beyond The Expected! • www.LookEastRealty.net

BENNETTBENNETT 46600 E. 112th   Avenue46600 E. 112th   Avenue

35+ acres with outbuildings,  barns and 4 35+ acres with outbuildings,  barns and 4 
bedroom, 2 1/2 bath home.bedroom, 2 1/2 bath home.

Previously sold homes by Look East Realty:
• 5733 Kiowa Bennett Road, Bennett
• 4121 S. Cherry St., Englewood

“As the new owner of Look East 
Realty, I look forward to continuing our 
success for our neighbors and developing 
new relationships.”          – Tania Stephens

For Sale!For Sale!

$881,500$881,500

UNDER CONTRACT
3208 North Pointe Drive,Evans, CO

Sharlyn Rose
303-916-8512

sharlynrose@tds.net • www.countryroserealty.com 

Hap p y New year!
AND MANY BLESSINGS IN 2023!

Matt Brinkhoff
Coldwell Banker Realty 
303-324-0241 
www.mattscoloradohomes.com
www.facebook.com/brinkhoffhomes

Call us Call us nownow
The I-70 Scout, 303-622-9796.The I-70 Scout, 303-622-9796.

DENVER — Gov. Jared Polis will 
host the meeting of the Western 
Governors Association this winter 
in Phoenix, his first since his elec-
tion as the chair of the organization.

The Western Gov-
ernors Association 
is a bipartisan orga-
nization for gover-
nors that addresses 
issues and develops 
policy strategies for 
the region.

Polis announced 
his 2023 “Heat Be-
neath Our Feet” initiative at the 
association’s summer meeting. The 
campaign will explore and develop 
geothermal technology and policy 
across western U.S. states.

Harvested by drilling deep into 
the ground, geothermal energy is a 
renewable source of electricity that, 
at shallower depths, can be used to 

Gov. to lead his 1st West Govs Assn. confab
heat and cool buildings and cam-
puses with little electricity use.

The innovative renewable energy 
source can save people money on 
their bills, protect the environment, 
and cut carbon emissions. Western 
states hold a large portion of the 
nation’s geothermal energy capaci-
ty, making the association uniquely 
positioned to support the develop-
ment of related technologies. Geo-
thermal energy holds the potential 
to reduce utility costs and local air 
pollution and greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Geothermal energy creates 
new jobs as the industry grows.

“Heat Beneath Our Feet” opened 
at Colorado Mesa University in 
Grand Junction last September. The 
university campus uses geothermal 
technology, a clean energy source 
that saves students money.

Polis was vice chair of the West-
ern Governors Association in 2022.

Polis
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Rookies restaurant hosted a 
Christmas luncheon in December 
for the Strasburg Seniors Coman-
che VIPs.

If you attended, this cheesecake 
was served for dessert. Connie 
made it — or made many, I should 
say. She told me her mom, Barb Val-
le, gave her the recipe so I want to 
give her mom credit.

The Comanche VIPs provides a 
social outlet for area seniors. The 
monthly potlucks are held on the 
third Tuesday of each month. I was 
a guest speaker at one meeting. I 
had such a good time, my husband 
and I joined.

I’m glad we did because not only 
do we meet new friends, I got this 
recipe!

INGREDIENTS

• 1 (8-ounce) cream cheese, soft-
ened

• 1 (8-ounce) sour cream
• ! teaspoon sugar
• 1 teaspoon vanilla
• 2 (8-ounce) frozen whipped top-

ping
• 1 graham cracker crust
• cherry pie filling
• blueberry pie filling

DIRECTIONS

In a mixer bowl, whip cream 
cheese on low speed until smooth. 
Add sour cream, sugar, vanilla. Mix 
again until combined.

Fold in whipped topping until 
mixture is creamy. Spoon evenly in 
crust. Cover and chill to set.

Slice in wedges and serve on pret-
ty dessert plates with a dollop of pie 
filling.

No-Bake Vanilla Cheesecake

ChuCk Wagon

by Bobbie Keefer

 For The Scout
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during the Dec. 15 Bennett School 
Board meeting.

“We were a first-year group 
among 23 teams and that includ-
ed high school and STEM school 
teams,” Clark said. “We were third 
place after the first round. We fin-
ished in seventh, but we certainly 
didn’t compete like rookies.”

While Bennett didn’t qualify for 
further regional competition Dec. 
3-4 at Colorado School of Mines, it 
did bring home a coveted award.

“We did win the award for the 
most creative design,” Baker said. 
“The judges told us that’s one of the 
neatest designs they’ve seen, some-

thing they hadn’t seen at this level 
before. We thought that was pretty 
exciting, especially being a first-
year team.”

The BEST Robotics competition 
includes building and program-
ming a robot capable of moving 
around, picking things up, and 
dragging items around. Robots are 
controlled remotely by joysticks 
and points are scored by putting 
things in particular places.

“It’s a pretty elaborate compe-
tition and the kids diid very well,” 
Baker added.

According to team members and 
parents, the amount of cell phone 

PHOTOS BY SEAN MARTIN/For The Scout

The after school Bennett Robotics club formed a team that competed in their first ever BEST Robotics competition in the metro area in mid-November. The team 
didn’t advance to regional competition in early December but did receive the special award for most creative design. From right photo, the team’s robot is put 
through its paces and the entire squad take a moment to have a laugh around its mechanical creation.

BENNETT BOE FROM PAGE 1

interference inside the competition 
provided most of the issues after 
the first round.

“They just couldn’t get that thing 
to move,” one contest attendee said.

The Bennett team consisted of 
two students each from the sixth-
grade and freshmen classes; three 
seventh-graders; and a quartet of 
eighth-graders.

“A young group, but they learned 
a lot,” Clark said. “We are hoping 
to be able to encourage a lot more 
kids to participate and maybe get a 
couple of teams next time.”

FOOD SERVICE ISSUES
In addition to the rising cost of 

food, food service director Amy 
Kirkwood announced her depart-
ment is battling a rising increase in 
delinquent meal accounts.

Of the approximately $10,000 in 
outstanding meal debt, Kirkwood 
indicated that 53 accounts make up 
about 70%.

“Sixteen percent of our negative 
balances own about 56% of the 
debt,” she added.

Kirkwood said many families are 
confused because lunch and break-
fast were free to all students during 
the previous two COVID-impacted 
school years and the fact that Col-
orado voters recently approved a 
ballot initiative for free lunches 
statewide.

“Unfortunately, a lot of people 
still think it’s free, but not this year 
and the new program doesn’t start 
until next school year,” said Kirk-
wood, adding that many delinquent 
accounts date back to 2019 or earli-
er. “A lot of this dates well before 
COVID with some of these fami-
lies.”

Kirkwood asked the board to re-
visit food service policies including 
penalties for delinquent accounts.

“We have to figure out if we are 
going to enforce it and if there are 
going to be any consequences,” she 
said. “We have something in place, 
but nobody wants to implement it.”

Kirkwood reiterated that her staff 
will not turn students away from a 
hot or filling meal.

Additional fiscal stress is caused 
by weekly food prices which have 
escalated to about $6,000.

“That’s what we’re spending and 
not being reimbursed on,” Kirk-
wood said.

OTHER BUSINESS
Superintendent Robin Purdy said 

that decisions regarding weather-re-
lated closures or delayed starts are 
not made lightly or without prop-
er due diligence when it comes to 
forecasts and weather patterns.

Concerns arose a couple days be-
fore the board meeting when school 
was canceled and followed up by a 
2-hour delayed start the next day.

“It’s all about safety of our stu-
dents and staff,” said Purdy, adding 
that road closures make it difficult 
for maintenance employees to get 
to the campus. “This last time, we 
needed time to get the 2 feet of snow 
removed from our parking lots and 
give our staff time to get here. A lot 
of our staff don’t live right here, so 
it makes things more difficult, espe-
cially early in the morning.”

“It needs to be all about the safe-
ty of our students and staff,” added 
director Dennis Smialek. “If we end 
up getting scolded a bit, I’m fine 
with that. We need to err on the side 
of caution.”

Athletic Director Lucas Devlin 
reported that a late-season football 
game that included attendance by 
Denver Broncos alumni and cheer-
leaders was a success with the NFL 
franchise donating $1,000 to the Ti-
ger football program.

“It was a lot of fun that night and 
I think everybody got a lot out of 
it,” he said.

Bennett also returned football 
helmets borrowed from other 
schools over last season and added 
that the district is back on schedule 
to both receive new helmets and 
get current ones inspected and re-
furbished on a regular basis. The 
high school has 14 new helmets 
on order for next season while the 
middle school will have seven new 
headgears.

Purdy also announced that the 
high school’s Career & Technical 
Education curriculum has grown to 
include fire science and EMT cur-
riculum.

The board will next meet at 6 
p.m., Thursday, Jan. 19.

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(720) 770-0083

FREE
7-Year Extended
Warranty* – A $695 Value!


