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BENNETT — One driver 
was seriously injured but 
no fatalities are expected 
from a collision between 
two semis near Bennett that 
closed both directions of 
I-70 for several hours Jan. 6.

A little bit after 9:30 a.m. 
Friday, local law enforce-
ment and emergency re-
sponders were dispatched 
to the median of I-70 im-
mediately east of the Ben-
nett overpass on report of 
a wrecked and jackknifed 
semi. Upon arrival, fire-
fighters and EMTs initiat-
ed extrication maneuvers 
in an effort to remove a 
52-year-old-male from Mc-
Minnville, Tenn., from the 
crushed cab of a 1996 Ken-

worth T600 semi and trailer.
Original reports that the 

wreckage was part of a head-
on collision between two 
semis were incorrect but a 
second rig, a 2016 Freght-
liner Cascadia, was found 
nearby with damage to the 
driver’s side back corner of 
its trailer.

“It was previously report-
ed as a head-on but, after 
investigation, it was deter-
mined to be otherwise,” a 
State Patrol spokesman said. 
“Both vehicles were travel-
ing westbound on Interstate 
70 near milepost 304.”

After investigation, of-
ficers determined the 
Freightliner (vehicle 1) was 
traveling “well below inter-
state speeds” after re-enter-

SEE SEMI CRASH
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AURORA — The new Arapahoe 
County health department official-
ly opened Jan. 3.

Staff was welcomed that morning 
by Director Jennifer Ludwig at the 
Arapahoe County Fairgrounds be-
fore proceeding to their offices to 
settle in.

Arapahoe County Public Health 
is one of three new entities replac-
ing the Tri-County Health Depart-
ment that served Arapahoe, Adams 
and Douglas counties for nearly 75 
years. Tri-County’s dissolution was 
primarily the result of disagree-
ments over the public health orders 
it instituted during the COVID pan-
demic.

Arapahoe County Commissioners 

voted to separate from the Tri-Coun-
ty Health Department in December 
2021 following Douglas County’s 
exit in September of that year and 
Adams County’s departure the fol-
lowing month.

Intergovernmental agreements 
allowed Tri-County to continue 
providing public health services 
through the end of 2022. On Jan. 
1, 2023, the individual counties, by 
law, were required to have their 
own health departments.

The I-70 Scout visited Arapahoe 
County Public Health’s Altura Pla-
za location in Aurora on its opening 
day Jan. 3.

The branch at 15400 E. 14th Place. 
has services including environmen-
tal health, family planning, birth

SEE ARAPCO PUBLIC HEALTH
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Arapahoe County delivers new health department

KATHY SMILEY/The I-70 Scout

At the opening of the Arapahoe County Public Health Department at Altura 
Plaza Jan. 3, Chief Medical Offi cer Dr. Chris Urbina, left, meets with Director of 
Nursing Melissa Spencer, RN; Immunization Program Nurse Manager Talitha 
Appel, RN; Nurse Health Coordinator Jessica Gomez, RN; and Immunization 
Program Associate Nurse Manager Caitlin Silverstein, RN.

STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

A wrecked semi sits across the median of I-70 at Bennett following a rear-end collision with 
another tractor-trailer rig a little after 9:30 a.m. Jan. 6.

PHOTOS BY STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Last week’s resumption of the wrestling season included a marquis matchup between two top-ranked local senior wrestlers Jan. 5. In the fi nal bout at 
Thursday’s triangular at Strasburg, Byers’ Lain Yapoujian, 2A No. 1 at 150 pounds, defeated Indian and 3A No. 1 144-pounder Zach Marrero.  SEE PAGE 13.
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While the full benefits of moisture from snow 
over the last week of 2022 and first few days of 
the new year won’t likely be noticed until spring, 
the wetter-than-normal winter has drought fore-
casters optimistic to start the new year.

According to the first U.S. Drought Moni-
tor report for 2023, released Jan. 3, Colorado is 
about 40% drought free; 58% abnormally dry or 
in the first two levels of drought: and less than 
2% designated in the two poorest categories — 
1.9% in extreme drought (D3) and 0.1% in excep-
tional drought (D4). In the case of the I-70 Cor-
ridor counties of Adams, Arapahoe and Elbert 
counties, about 70% has improved to moderate 
drought (D1), approximately 10% is abnormally 
dry, and the remaining western reaches are out 
of drought.

The last drought map of last year showed Col-
orado under 14% out of drought and more than 
40% in D2 or worse.

“Beneficial precipitation prompted improv-
ing drought conditions across north-central and 
northeastern Colorado,” said National Oceanic & 
Atmospheric Administration’s Brad Pugh in the 
Jan. 3 Drought Monitor narrative. “A decrease 
in the spatial coverage of extreme (D3) drought 
was also made.”

In most cases across the state, drought status 
was improved by one designation. The lone ar-
eas remaining in the two most severe categories 
are the far northeast and southeast corners of 
the state.

Across much of the I-70 Corridor last week, 

standing snow accumulations were over a foot 
as colder-than-normal temperatures continued 
to blanket the area.

According to the National Weather Service’s 
Boulder office, areas east of the Front Range 
have seen approximately 1.5 inches of moisture 
result from more than a foot of snow between 
last month and Jan. 4, between two and three 
times what the region usually sees over that 
time frame.

“About twice as much snow as usual but the 
amount of precipitation is closer to three times 
what is normally seen,” the NWS said. “We 
weren’t seeing the typical dry, fly-away snows 
that are typical of the start of winter. They were 
more like spring storms, particularly late March 
and April.”

Most recently, overnight squalls Jan. 1 and Jan. 
2 dropped a combined 5 inches of new snow, ac-
counting for up to 0.5 inches of moisture.

December 27,  2022 January 3,  2023

by Steven Vetter
 Managing Editor

Wet start to winter improves Colo. drought outlook

U.S. DROUGHT MONITOR

Most of Colorado saw at least a one-category improvement in drought designation between the final 
drought map of 2022 and the first maps of the new year. The I-70 Corridor has received about two times 
its normal snowfall between December and the first couple days of January with precipitation amounts 
closer to three times the historical average for the same period of time.

PHOTOS BY STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

The Arapahoe County Fairgrounds was a site for a drive-thru holiday lights 
extravaganza between Thanksgiving and New Year’s days. The display, 
provided by Utah-based Christmas in Color, had several banks of lights 
impacted by the Dec. 28 snowstorm that dropped several inches of snow 
along the Front Range and Eastern Plains. But the show went on, including 
Dec. 29 when the above and below photos were taken. The light show is 
one off three in Colorado with the Arapahoe County Fairgrounds hosting for 
the first time. Visitors could tune their radio to an FM signal and get a musi-
cal holiday experience as they passed by the various displays.

EMBER SEWARD-SORENSEN/The I-70 Scout

Pike’s Peak is shrouded in a Christmas evening sunset from a vantage point in 
eastern Elbert County.
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The Biden administration is facing mounting 
pressure from states to let them import med-
icine from Canada to help lower prescription 
drug costs.

Colorado Dec. 5 became at least the fourth 
state to seek federal permission to use the strate-
gy, following Florida, New Hampshire and New 
Mexico.

President Joe Biden has endorsed the approach, 
but his administration has yet to green-light a 
state plan.

“States have done the work, and the only thing 
preventing them from going ahead is the Biden 
administration,” said Jane Horvath, a health pol-
icy consultant who has worked with states on im-
portation plans.

Health & Human Services Secretary Xavier 
Becerra told KHN Dec. 5 that the Biden admin-
istration welcomed applications for drug impor-
tation programs from Colorado and other states. 
But he would not pledge that the FDA would 
rule on any application in 2023.

Asked what his message was to states, he said: 
“Sign up and submit an application, and we will 
take a look and see if you are able to get through 
the process.”

Buyers in the United States pay among the 
highest prices in the world for brand-name phar-
maceuticals. Drugs are generally less expensive 
in neighboring Canada, where the government 
controls prices.

Under President Donald Trump, the U.S. gov-
ernment declared that importing drugs from 
Canada could be done safely — satisfying a con-
dition spelled out in a 2003 federal drug impor-
tation law. The Trump administration finalized 
rules in September 2020 for states to apply.

During his campaign for the White House, 
Biden said he would allow consumers to import 

prescription drugs from other countries if the 
federal government certified those drugs as safe.

After Biden took office in 2021, he ordered the 
FDA to work with states to import prescription 
drugs from Canada. In a speech last year about 
reducing drug prices, he cited estimates by Colo-
rado about how much money people in the state 
could save through importation.

Despite the administration’s public show of 
support, early applicants have been frustrated 
by the FDA’s inaction.

In August, almost two years after submitting 
its drug proposal, Florida sued the federal gov-
ernment, accusing the Biden administration of 
slow-walking its review. The federal government 
denied the accusation. Florida Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis, a potential Republican presidential contend-
er for 2024, has championed the state’s effort.

In November, about three months after Flor-
ida sued, the FDA sent Florida a 15-page letter 
asking it to fill dozens of gaps in its plan. The let-
ter asked whether the state wanted to withdraw 
its application and submit another.

In a December court filing, Florida said “sud-
denly conjuring so many supposed defects” in its 
proposal was another “stall tactic” by the govern-

ment.
New Hampshire Health & Human Services 

Department spokesperson Jake Leon said New 
Hampshire’s proposal was rejected because it 
did not identify a Canadian wholesaler to pro-
vide the drugs. He said the FDA told the state it 
could reapply when it found one.

New Mexico remains in discussions with the 
FDA, said David Morgan, a state Health Depart-
ment spokesperson.

Other states have signaled interest in importa-
tion but have yet to seek federal approval.

The drug industry, wary that a government-or-
ganized importation program could eat into its 
profits, opposes the strategy and has argued it 
would circumvent controls that keep drugs safe 
in the U.S.

The Pharmaceutical Research & Manufactur-
ers of America, the drug industry lobby known 
as PhRMA, sued the federal government in 2020 
to block drug importation. That lawsuit is still 
pending. The Biden administration has argued 
in court that the lawsuit is invalid because it’s 
unclear when, if ever, the administration would 
approve a state’s importation plan.

Many brand-name drugs sold in the U.S. are 
already made abroad. In addition, millions of 
Americans have purchased lower-priced drugs 
from Canada and overseas through online phar-
macies and by visiting other countries.

Colorado officials said their proposal aims to 
save residents and employers an average of 65% 
off the cost of dozens of medications, including 
drugs for diabetes, asthma and cancer.

Kim Bimestefer, executive director of the Col-
orado Department of Health Care Policy & Fi-
nancing, told Kaiser Health Network the state 
wants to disrupt the current drug pricing system 
in which manufacturers can charge as much as 
the market will bear. The FDA told state officials 

SEE CANADA DRUGS
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CO latest state to press prez on Canada drug imports
by Phil Galewitz

 Kaiser Health Network

Freedom Roll OffFreedom Roll Off
Service, LLCService, LLC

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

NEW YEAR’S
SPECIAL!!

$20 o! through January

NEW YEAR’SNEW YEAR’S
720-338-0468

Freedomrolloffllc@gmail.comFreedomrolloffllc@gmail.comFreedomrolloffllc@gmail.com
Specializing in 20 & 30 yard roll off dumpstersSpecializing in 20 & 30 yard roll off dumpsters

720-338-0468720-338-0468720-338-0468720-338-0468720-338-0468720-338-0468720-338-0468720-338-0468

BUY, LEASE &BUY, LEASE &

RENT PROGRAMSRENT PROGRAMS

1000 Gal Tank,1000 Gal Tank,

$5,500.00$5,500.00

500 Gal Tank,500 Gal Tank,

$3,400.00$3,400.00

20#, 30#, 40# & #10020#, 30#, 40# & #100

Bottle RefillsBottle Refills
(Within expiration date)(Within expiration date)

Propane FillPropane Fill

$2.10 per gallon$2.10 per gallon

(Prices subject to change)(Prices subject to change)

Open: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.Open: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

555 Colfax Ave., Bennett555 Colfax Ave., Bennett

(303) 644-3251(303) 644-3251
Roggen Farmer's Elevator AssociationRoggen Farmer's Elevator Association

Roggen Office: (303) 849-5506Roggen Office: (303) 849-5506

LOOKINGLOOKING

FOR PROPANE?FOR PROPANE?

NEED A TANK?NEED A TANK?

Tumbleweed Tax andTumbleweed Tax and
Accounting ServicesAccounting Services

Welcomes you to 2023!Welcomes you to 2023!Welcomes you to 2023!Welcomes you to 2023!
It ’s tax season and we’re ready to help you with your It ’s tax season and we’re ready to help you with your 

personal, business, farm, estate taxes, etc.
¡Ofreciendo ahora, servicio en Español! ¡Ofreciendo ahora, servicio en Español! ¡Ofreciendo ahora, servicio en Español! ¡Ofreciendo ahora, servicio en Español! ¡Ofreciendo ahora, servicio en Español! ¡Ofreciendo ahora, servicio en Español! ¡Ofreciendo ahora, servicio en Español! ¡Ofreciendo ahora, servicio en Español! ¡Ofreciendo ahora, servicio en Español! ¡Ofreciendo ahora, servicio en Español! ¡Ofreciendo ahora, servicio en Español! 

Call us to reserve your appointment today (720)486-4856Call us to reserve your appointment today (720)486-4856
Tumbleweedtax100@gmail.comTumbleweedtax100@gmail.com

www.tumbleweedtaxandaccounting.comwww.tumbleweedtaxandaccounting.com
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it would take the agency six months 
to review its proposal, she said.

Colorado’s proposed plan would 
use an Ontario, Canada, wholesal-
er to send drugs through the bor-
der at Buffalo, N.Y., to an importer 
headquartered in Boise, Idaho. The 
drugs would be tested by an Ohio 
laboratory before being sent to 
pharmacies in Colorado and sold to 
residents and employers.

Colorado will add safety checks 
for drugs brought in from Cana-
da, Bimestefer said. “We are highly 
confident of their quality and bull-
ish on the savings,” she said of the 
Canadian drugs.

Colorado’s application said the 
state’s importation strategy faces 
not only resistance from drug man-
ufacturers, but concerns on the part 
of pharmacies and the Canadian 
government.

Canadian officials have opposed 
U.S. import plans because they fear 
the efforts could lead to shortages 
in Canada. However, Bimestefer 
said Colorado would only bring 
in drugs if ample supply exists for 
both countries.

The Colorado Business Group on 
Health, which includes large em-
ployers, strongly favors importation 
but realizes the Biden administra-
tion is under pressure from groups 
that profit from the status quo, said 
Robert Smith, the coalition’s execu-
tive director.

He called concerns about patient 
safety a “red herring.”

“The one thing we know about 
health care is that it is driven by 
economic self-interests,” he said.

Kaiser Health News is a national 
newsroom that produces in-depth 
journalism about health issues.

CANADA DRUGS FROM PAGE 3

BRIGHTON — The Adams Coun-
ty Health Department learned Dec. 
27 that two incidents involving wild 
birds resulted in a positive test for 
highly pathogenic avian influenza 
(HPAI), a type of influenza virus 
that infects birds specifically.

A deceased red-tailed hawk col-
lected at Barr Lake State Park near 
Brighton was found to have HPAI. 
In addition, the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health & Environ-
ment was notified by Colorado 
Parks & Wildlife that approximate-
ly 100 dead Canadian geese were 
discovered in an oil and gas pond 
in southwest Adams County. These 
birds were found frozen in the pond, 
and officials suspect they might 
also be positive for HPAI; however, 
their frozen state prevents a definite 
confirmation.

The strain of HPAI identified in 
these cases is highly contagious 
among birds and can spread rapidly 
to wild and domestic flocks. HPAI 
infection in birds causes severe 
disease and high death rates, par-
ticularly among flocks. The identi-
fication of HPAI in Adams County 
is not unexpected, as the current 
strain of H5N1 HPAI is actively cir-
culating in all 50 states. The Colo-
rado Department of Agriculture 
and Parks & Wildlife are the state 
agencies that monitor and conduct 
testing for HPAI infections. 

Based on the incidents, an in-
crease in HPAI in the Adams Coun-
ty region is assumed. Rarely, some 
strains of HPAI can cause infection 
and illness in humans. The current 
H5N1 strain of HPAI poses a very 
low risk to the public at this time.

“The Adams County Health De-
partment is closely monitoring the 
situation involving the detection 

Dead red-tailed hawk discovered

at Barr Lake infested with bird flu
of HPAI in wild birds in our coun-
ty,” said Medical Officer Dr. Berna-
dette Albanese. “To protect you and 
your family’s health, residents in 
our communities should avoid any 
contact with sick and dying birds. 
Backyard flock owners should mon-
itor their birds for sudden illness or 
death.”

Public health and wildlife moni-
toring are vital to ending the out-
break. Individual bird owners, in-
cluding those in rural areas, can 
take action to help stop the spread 
of the HPAI virus, according to a 
release. The health department is 
encouraging bird owners to work 
to ensure domestic birds do not 
come into contact with wild birds 
and to keep poultry confined inside 
during the high-risk period of mi-
gratory bird activity.

Bird owners should also limit traf-
fic on and off farms and use person-
al protective equipment and disin-
fection when caring for birds, the 
release concludes.

For current case counts among 
wild birds, domestic poultry, and 
humans, view the bird flu dash-
board at www.cdc.gov.

REPORT DEAD BIRDS

Residents who find more than 
three dead wild birds within two 
weeks or see live birds showing un-
usual behavior should report their 
finding to Parks & Wildlife.

Backyard block owners and com-
mercial bird facilities should watch 
for multiple sick domestic birds or 
multiple unusual heads among do-
mestic birds and report their find-
ings to the Colorado State Veteri-
narian’s Office at (303)869.9130 or 
the USDA-Veterinary Services Col-
orado Office at (303)231.5385.

ARAPAHOE COUNTY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CASE NO SD22-002, SOUTH METRO FIRE RESCUE DISTRICT / 
AMENDED AND RESTATED SERVICE PLAN (SD)

PROPOSAL:  South Metro Fire Rescue District has prepared an amended and 

restated service plan for the fire protection district to address changes that have 
occurred since the initial adoption of the service plan in 1967.  These changes 
have been primarily geographic in nature and since 1967 the fire protection 
district boundaries have shifted and grown through consolidation and expansion 
with other fire protection districts. This amended and restated fire protection 
district service plan reflects the changes in geographic boundaries, population 
and demographics, finances, and services since the original district plan in 1967.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on January 17, 2023 the Arapahoe County 
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing at 6:30 P.M., or as soon as 
possible thereafter at 6954 S Lima St, Arapahoe Room, Centennial CO 80112; at 
which, all interested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning 
the above-described Case No. SD22-002, South Metro Fire Rescue District / 
Amended and Restated Service Plan (SD).  The agenda will typically be posted 
by the Friday afternoon preceding the hearing and can be viewed on our website 
at https://arapahoe.legistar.com/Calendar.  You can also listen to, or speak at, 
the meeting by calling 1-855-436-3656. To join the speaking queue, press *3 
on the telephone keypad.

More information about this proposal is available at the offices of the Arapahoe 
County Public Works and Development Department, Planning Division, 6924 
S Lima St, Centennial CO 80112 (please call ahead to schedule an appointment 
if you plan to walk-in), by calling 720-874-6650, or by emailing planning@
arapahoegov.com during regular business hours (8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday).

Joan Lopez, Clerk to the Board

Published in The I-70 Scout Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023, and the Eastern Colorado News on Friday, Jan. 13, 2023.

The Musketeers
Veterinary Practice

Dr. Cassandra Durant, DVM

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8 am to 6 pm
Saturday: 8 a.m. to 2 pm

Closed Wednesdays and Sundays
550 E Colfax Ave, Unit A, in Bennett

 (303) 644-4MVP
Call TODAY for an appointment or more info.

We also offer massage, acupuncture, laser therapy, 
and chiropractic treatment.

HappyHappy
New Year!New Year!

No January Vaccine ClinicNo January Vaccine Clinic

•Home•Auto•

•Farm•Crop•Life•

Health•Business•

303-622-4717 • Fax: 303-622-4716
www.wellerinsuranceagency.com

56770 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg, CO, 80136

Cell (303) 478-7872
         (303) 775-2035
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Community Corral

Jared Polis acts in wake
of temp refinery closure

DENVER — Activation of Colo-
rado’s state plan to provide tempo-
rary regulatory relief if a fuel sup-
ply chain risk due to the temporary 
shutdown of the Suncor oil refinery 
in Commerce City was authorized.

Such regulatory relief includes 
trucking hours, truck weight limits, 
and streamlined pipeline transport-
ing regulations.

Gov. Jared Polis Dec. 31 verbally 
declared the activation of the State 
Emergency Operations Plan. The 
order directs the Office of Emer-
gency Management to take nec-
essary actions to assist affected ju-
risdictions with response, recovery 
and mitigation efforts.

Slash pile fires planned
at Nat’l Wildlife Refuge

COMMERCE CITY — The U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service began con-
ducting pile-burning activities Jan. 
9 on the Rocky Mountain Arsenal 
National Wildlife Refuge.

Weather permitting, burns will 
be conducted between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Smoke may be visible and the 
area may smell of smoke.

The refuge burns piles of woody 
debris, also known as slash, to re-
duce hazardous fuels. The piles are 
made from the slash left after thin-
ning trees, primarily including in-
vasive species like Russian olive.

Certain criteria must be met to 
burn these piles, including smoke 
dispersal conditions, snow or oth-
er precipitation, adequate staffing, 
and fuel moisture. All pile burns 
are conducted within the require-
ments of a smoke permit issued by 
the state of Colorado.

Strasburg seniors group
plans Jan. lunch meeting

STRASBURG — The Strasburg 
Seniors Comanche VIP Association 
will host a potluck starting at 11:45 
a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 17, at the Stras-
burg American Legion Hall, 56423 
Westview Ave.

This month, Christina Pastori 
with the Prairie Creeks Indepen-

dent Living Center will speak.
For more information, contact 

Mary Humphrey at (303)622-4695.
The group meets at 11:45 a.m. the 

third Tuesday of each month.

30-day extension added
to public health directive

DENVER — The Colorado De-
partment of Public Health and 
Environment has extended Public 
Health Order 20-38 an additional 30 
days, effective Jan. 1.

The extended order is unchanged. 
It includes hospital reporting re-
quirements regarding bed capacity. 
It will expire at 12:01 a.m. on Jan. 31 
unless extended, rescinded, super-
seded or amended in writing. 

For more information, visit 
covid19.colorado.gov.

Free monthly lunch on tap
for local veterans, seniors

BENNETT — I-70 Corridor mil-
itary veterans and senior citizens 
age 65 and older can receive a free 
lunch on the second Friday of each 
month at the Bennett VFW Hall.

The first meal is scheduled at 12 
p.m., Friday, Jan. 13.

Veterans and seniors from all 
along the I-70 Corridor are invited. 
Meals will be served by a group of 
local volunteer women.

For more information, call Flora 
Goodnight at (303)549-2589.

Christmas tree recycling
available thru Adams Co.

BRIGHTON — The Adams Coun-
ty Parks, Open Space & Cultural 
Arts Department is accepting live 
Christmas trees for recycling from 
sunrise to sunset through Sunday, 
Jan. 15, at Riverdale Regional Park.

Participants can follow signs at 
the park to the drop-off site.

Ornaments, tinsel, garlands, 
flock, nails and stands must be re-
moved, and a limit of two trees per 
family applies. No tree limbs, yard 
waste or trees from commercial op-
erations are allowed.

Riverdale Regional Park is locat-
ed at 9755 Henderson Road, Brigh-
ton, one mile west of Highway 85 
on 124th Avenue.

For additional information, call 
the Parks, Open Space & Cultural 
Arts Department at (303)637-8000.

AdCo adds new app to help
its residents report issues

BRIGHTON — Adams County 
is now using an application that 
allows residents in unincorporated 
Adams County to report non-emer-
gency issues to the county.

Through the SeeClickFix app, 
citizens can report potential code 
compliance violations such as over-
grown weeds, trash, junk and inop-
erable vehicles.

To report issues directly to the 
county, downloaded the SeeClick-
Fix app to an iPhone or Android de-
vice, or visit adcogov.org/report-is-
sue.

Bennett proclaims winners
of holiday lighting contest

BENNETT — Winners of the 
annual Town of Bennett Holiday 
Lighting Contest were judged by 
the Board of Trustees Dec. 20.

First place went to 985 Pinehurst 
Court; second to 525 Fourth St.; and 
third to 170 Hancock Court.

Honorable mentions were given 
to 425 Second St. and 49780 Ante-
lope Drive W.

Bald Eagle Festival set
for Barr Lake State Park

BRIGHTON — The 11th annual 
Bald Eagle Festival will take place 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 
4, at Barr Lake State Park.

Nature’s Educators will attend for 
live Bald Eagle presentations every 
30 minutes. The presentation is free 
but donations to the organization 
will be greatly appreciated. Activi-
ties include kids crafts, a face paint-
er, and shuttle rides to the gazebo.

A guided hike led by Barr Lake 
volunteers to the gazebo boardwalk 
will begin at 9 a.m.

The Barr Lake Nature Center 
is located at 13401 Picadilly Road, 
Brighton. To register, visit cpw.state.
co.us.

Bennett Arts Council seeks
sponsors for 2023 season

BENNETT — The Bennett Arts 
Council is seeking sponsors for its 
upcoming 2023 season.’

This year the council has updated 
sponsorship levels and benefits for 
residents and businesses alike, in-
cluding a ticketed VIP event for all 
sponsorship levels and inclusion on 
a new donor wall.

The Bennett Arts Council sup-
ports free arts and cultural events 
in the Town of Bennett and on the 
I-70 Corridor.

For more information, visit town-
ofbennett.colorado.gov.

AdCo returns gov’t bldgs to 5-day sked
BRIGHTON — Mondays are 

now open at Adams County gov-
ernment buildings.

The county resumed a five-
day schedule for public hours at 
its buildings starting Jan. 3. The 
updated building schedule will 
continue to provide a regular 
40-hour workweek for residents 
and employees, but residents will 
have more flexibility in utilizing 
in-person services.

Many programs and services 
are accessible at adcogov.org un-
der the Save a Trip menu. The op-
tion allows residents to conduct 
their county business in the man-

ner most efficient for them. The 
county encourages residents to 
use the services, when possible, to 
minimize in-person visits.

“Moving to full public service 
hours at all Adams County loca-
tions is not only the right thing to 
do but will also provide additional 
access for residents,” said County 
Manager Noel Bernal.

All Adams County government 
offices, including Riverdale Ani-
mal Shelter, will be closed Mon-
day, Jan. 16, in observance of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day. Normal 
business hours will resume Tues-
day, Jan. 17.
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20- & 30-YARD TRASH ROLL-OFFS
Residential & Commercial

Serving Strasburg
and the I-70 Corridor

303-622-9499
D&D WATER SERVICE

Watch for upcoming Spring Auctions
More information to be posted online soon!

303-822-9298 
linneburauctions@hotmail.com
Visit www.linneburauctions.com for 
details, information & pics!!

Brenda Lee Vetter, 49, of Strasburg, Colo., 
lost her battle to cancer on Friday, December 
31, 2022 at Denver Hospice, Denver, CO.  She 
was born May 18, 1973, in Denver, Colo., to 
Bruce and Myrna Vetter.

Brenda attended Strasburg schools from 
Kindergarten through her Senior year.  Brenda 
played volleyball and basketball in high school, 
and had the honor of playing in the All Star bas-
ketball game her senior year.  After graduating 

high school, she attended UNC, receiving a Bachelor’s degree in 
Communications. Then, she worked at various companies as a Hu-
man Resources specialist.

Brenda enjoyed going to concerts, traveling, watching Duke basket-
ball, and spending time with her family and friends.  Brenda had an in-
fectious smile and a magnetic personality.  She never met a stranger.

She is survived by her father, Bruce (Sandi) Vetter; her sister, Sta-
cy (Carl) Sondburg; brother, Wesley (Stephanie) Vetter; nieces Lexi 
Sondburg, Jaci Vetter and Delani Vetter; step-sister Meridee (Bud) 
Mears; step-brothers John Bartik and Robert (Kris) Bartik; and numer-
ous other family and friends.

She was preceded in death by her mother Myrna Armes. 
Funeral services were held Jan. 7, 2023, at Mountain View Fellow-

ship, Strasburg, CO, with interment at Mount View Cemetery, Bennett, 
CO.

Memorial contributions may be made to Journey Church, P.O. Box 
503, Strasburg, CO 80102 or Mountain View Fellowship, 1955 Head-
light Road, Strasburg, CO 80136.
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WESTERN HARDWARE

OPEN
8:00 - 5:00

Mon. to Sat.
10:00 - 4:00 Sun.

Hardware Hank

Did it Break?
Come to us for 
tools to fix it.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 11
Deer Trail Conservation District Board. 

1 p.m. Schedule and meeting location 
subject to change during COVID re-
strictions. E-mail deertraileastadams@
gmail.com for current information.  

THURSDAY, JAN. 12
I-70 Regional Economic Advancement 

Partnership. 11:45 a.m., via Zoom. Visit 
I-70reap.com for meeting ID. 

“Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle” show-
ing hosted by Deer Trail School PTO. 
6 p.m.

Eastern Colorado Honor Band concert. 
6:30 p.m., Bennett High School audito-
rium.

Bennett Fire Protection District Board. 7 
p.m., Administrative Office, 355 Fourth 
St., Bennett.

SATURDAY, JAN. 14
Bennett-Watkins Lions Club. 9 a.m. via 

Zoom. Call Diane at (303)644-3717 for 
log-on information.

MONDAY, JAN. 16
East Adams Conservation District Board. 

9 a.m. Schedule and location subject to 
change. E-mail to deertraileastadams@
gmail.com for current information.

Strasburg Parks & Recreation District 
Board. 6 p.m., TBK Bank, 56641 E. Colfax 
Ave. Call (303)622-4260 for information.

Byers Fire Rescue. 6 p.m., Byers Fire-
house.

Bennett Planning & Zoning Commission. 
6 p.m., Town hall or virtually. Visit the 
Planning & Zoning Meeting Agendas 
page at townofbennett.colorado.gov for 
information.

TUESDAY, JAN. 17

Comanche VIP Seniors luncheon. 11:45 
a.m., Strasburg American Legion Hall, 
56423 Westview Ave.

Eastern Colorado Beekeepers. 6:30 p.m. 
via Zoom. E-mail info@easterncolora-
dobees.com or visit easterncolorado-
bees.com for link and location updates.  

EVERY THURSDAY
Family story time. 10:30 a.m., Davies Li-

brary, Deer Trail.
Gaming Club: Patrons ages 7 and up 

will play video and competitive games 
after school. 4-5:15 p.m., Bennett Any-
think library.

Alcoholics Anonymous. 6 p.m. For more 
information, call (303)903-6734.

EVERY FRIDAY
Storytime: Hear a story, sing a song, 

and spend time together to promote 
literacy for preschoolers. 10-10:15 a.m., 
arapahoelibraries.com. Click on “virtu-
al events.”

Alcoholics Anonymous. 6 p.m., Mountain 
View Fellowship, 1955 Headlight Road, 
Strasburg, east entrance. For more in-
formation, call (303)644-4899.

EVERY SUNDAY
Alcoholics Anonymous. 9 a.m. For more 

information, call (303)903-6734.

EVERY MONDAY
Snacktivities. 4:15-4:45 p.m., Davies Li-

brary, Deer Trail.
High Plains Music Ensemble rehearsal. 

6:30 p.m., Bennett High School band 
room. New players welcome. For ad-
ditional information, contact conduc-
tor Kurt Elliott at (303)895-7568 or hp-
memusicdirector@gmail.com or visit 
www.highplainsmusicensemble.com.

CORRIDOR CALENDAR

LITTLETON — The Arapahoe 
County Mayors & Commissioners 
Youth Awards is now taking nomi-
nations for the class of 2023.

This unique honor recognizes 
teenagers who have overcome ob-
stacles and risen to challenges life 
has presented. 

The award is dedicated to youth 
who live and attend school in Arapa-
hoe County in traditional classroom 
settings, group homes and alterna-
tive schools, as well as emancipated 
youth. Scholarships are awarded to 
graduating seniors who have over-
come different types of adversity 
and wish to pursue post-secondary 
education at vocational or two- or 
four-year schools.

Nominations typically come 
from teachers, counselors and oth-
er educators who are unrelated to 
the nominees, and all nominations 
must be submitted by 5 p.m., Friday, 
March 3. The awards will be pre-
sented at an in-person ceremony 
this spring.

High school seniors who live and 
attend school in Arapahoe County 
are eligible to receive a post-second-
ary educational scholarship for use 
in 2023.

Youth related to Arapahoe Coun-
ty employees are ineligible.

A committee comprised of coun-

ty elected officials within Arapahoe 
County will review applications and 
make recommendations for the 
awards.

For more information, contact 
Daniela Villarreal at dvillarreal@
arapahoegov.com.

BENNETT — The town of 
Bennett is seeking nominations 
for this year’s Adams Coun-
ty Mayors & Commissioners 
Youth Awards.

The program recognizes 
youth in the sixth through 12th 
grades, up to 20 years old, who 
have overcome personal adver-
sity to create positive change in 
their lives. Anyone who knows 
a deserving young person who 
has risen to the challenges 
while maintaining a positive 
attitude and serving as a role 
model for other teens can sub-
mit a nomination, due no later 
than Tuesday, Jan. 31.

To nominate a student, con-
tact Denise Taylor at dtaylor@
bennett.co.us.

Bennett wants applicants
for Adams youth awards

ArapCo, AdCo, Bennett seek recommendations
for ’23 Mayors & Commissioners youth awards
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Colorado social studies lessons must include 
the experiences and contributions of diverse 
groups: Latino, Indigenous, African American, 
Asian American, Native Hawaiian and Pacific Is-
lander, religious minorities, and LGBTQ people.

In a series of recent 4-3 party line votes in No-
vember, Democrats on the Colorado State Board 
of Education approved social studies standards 
with an expansive view of the American story 
and who has a place in it. The decision restored 
many specific references that had been cut from 
the draft standards in response to negative feed-
back from conservatives.

And the board also voted unanimously to 
make changes to standards that guide instruc-
tion about the Holocaust and genocide, clarify-
ing that the Nazi Party was fascist, not socialist, 
and adding historic and contemporary atrocities 
to the list of what students should know.

The decision moves Colorado in the opposite 
direction of states under Republican control that 
are passing laws to limit how teachers can talk 
about race, gender and sexuality and also to lim-
it how they can support students.

The State Board heard months of debate and 
received hundreds of e-mails about the stan-
dards.

Conservative parents said the standards would 
divide students by race and ethnicity and intro-
duce ideas about sex and gender at a young age, 
potentially in violation of parents’ values. Re-
publican board members largely agreed.

In response, a standards committee made up 

Colo. State Board passes inclusive social studies standards
of teachers, community members, and other ex-
perts stripped out many specific references in 
favor of terms like “diverse groups” and “mar-
ginalized perspectives.”

After those changes, other groups, including 
parents, students and teachers, rallied in defense 
of the more inclusive and specific version of 
the standards. They said students would benefit 
from seeing themselves in the curriculum and 
in American history.

In particular, queer youth said they would 
have understood themselves better and feared 
less for their futures if they had learned about 
gay or transgender people living full lives and 
contributing to their communities. They also 
want their peers to understand them better.

“My existence is not political,” said Reina Her-
nandez, a trans Latina student at Cherry Creek 
High School. “It’s simply been politicized to pur-
sue a political agenda. Will you support my right 
as a student to exist publicly?”

NEW STANDARDS NAME GROUPS, REQUIRE SPECIFICS

The State Board restored most of the cut ma-
terial, with some formatting changes to reduce 
repetition.

In preschool, rather than asking students, 
“Why is it important to hear and share multiple 
diverse perspectives?” a teacher would ask, “Why 
is it important to hear what friends from differ-
ent backgrounds (e.g. cultures, races, languages, 
religions, family composition) have to say?”

In eighth grade, rather than ask students to 
“analyze evidence from multiple sources includ-
ing those with conflicting accounts about spe-
cific events in both Colorado and United States 

history,” the standard names the perspectives 
that should be considered: “Indigenous Peoples,’ 
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, and African Ameri-
can perspectives on Western colonization and 
enslavement, Asian American and Latinos’ per-
spectives on immigration, the Indian Removal 
Act, the Buffalo Soldiers, and the Sand Creek 
Massacre.”

Republicans focused their concerns on ref-
erences in early grades to LGBTQ people. One 
preschool standard says students should show 
interest in interacting with and developing re-
lationships with people from a range of back-
grounds, and names LGBTQ people among oth-
er groups.

Democratic board members said this situation 
would look like children sharing freely about 
their families and bringing in family photos, 
whether they have a mom and a dad or two dads. 
Republican board member Steve Durham coun-
tered with the example of drag queen story time 
sessions held at some libraries.

He described the standards as “anti-parent” 
and some parents in the audience agreed.

Mary Goodley described teaching her toddler 
to sit, then walk, then run, and said teaching 
younger children about the contributions of 
members of the LGBTQ community would be 
like asking them to run before they could sit. She 
imagined her child entering school, learning 
about a notable leader in the LGBTQ commu-
nity, and then wondering what LGBTQ means.

“I don’t want my child’s first grade teacher to 
introduce him to these vast sexual complexities,” 

SEE SOCIAL STUDIES

PAGE 8

by Erica Meltzer

 Chalkbeat Colorado

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
Dear Family, Friends, and Community,

I cannot believe the year we just had! The Toy Drive was amazing, and it couldn’t have been done without all your guys’ 
support. To give a quick recap of this year, I had Payton Lasecke be the Toy Drive’s ambassador, and I could not believe 
the results we all produced! At the beginning of October, I wrote the announcement letter for the toy drive, sent it to her 
and my mother, and Payton got it out there in the  community within weeks! She was a great person to have as this year’s 
ambassador, and I could not be more grateful. We ended up with 3,100 toys, which is incredible! We did not expect to end 
with that many, but we could not be happier with the results! This is all due to the awesome family, friends and community 
I have surrounding me; this quite literally could not be done without you all being there since day one. I love and thank you 
all for everything these past 13 years, and it brings tears to my eyes to see how successful this Toy Drive has gotten. This 
Toy Drive means everything to my family and I, and the fact that you all are behind us and allowing us to keep honoring 
my brother means the world to us. I love you all and am blessed to have every single one of you in my life!

          Remember, Kindness started with you!
          Daniel Alvarado
          Cancer Fighters to the Rescue

No Appointment Necessary!  

AS SEEN ON  ANIMAL PLANET

820 Shari’s Ct. Bennett, CO • 303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com

Winter Vaccine clinicWinter Vaccine clinicWinter Vaccine clinic

Discounted Pricing on Vaccines, Deworming, and Heartworm Testing for Dogs and Cats. 

Ja n u a r y  20 & 21Ja n u a r y  20 & 21    

 Offering Pet Boarding, Day Care, & Grooming  
Hay un interpréte de español disponible 

Mobile Services Available for Large & Small Animals 

AS SEEN ON  ANIMAL PLANET

LICENSED

noW offering
extended Hours

7:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
monday tHru saturday

After-hours emergency triage service available.

Seeking an Seeking an 

HVAC/R Service HVAC/R Service 

Technician.Technician.

Call us to visit!Call us to visit!
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update the social studies standards 
to comply with several new state 
laws that require the inclusion of 
more diverse perspectives in social 
studies, call for more robust civ-
ics instruction, and make learning 
about the Holocaust and genocide a 
graduation requirement.

All three requirements became 
politically contentious. Republican 
board member Deb Scheffel want-
ed Colorado civics standards to be 
based on the conservative Amer-
ican Birthright standards, an idea 
Democrats rejected. And Durham 
shaped the standards around the 
Holocaust and genocide to associate 
Nazis with socialism and emphasize 
the dangers of left-wing govern-
ments, leading history teachers, 
Jewish groups, and others to call for 
changes.

Also in November, the State 
Board voted unanimously to make 
changes to the genocide standards 
before finalizing the social studies 
standards.

After reading a quote in which 
Hitler attacked Jews for being cap-
italists, Durham voted with other 
board members to add the word 
fascist to the description of the Nazi 
Party at the suggestion of board 
member Rebecca McClellan.

Board members also voted unani-
mously to restore references to Bos-
nia, Rwanda and Darfur that had 
been lost and, at the suggestion of 
Board Chair Angelika Schroeder, 
added a requirement that students 
learn about the Sand Creek massa-
cre as a genocide.

“I don’t want people to think with 
all the -isms that this only happens 
in other countries,” Schroeder said.

Bureau Chief Erica Meltzer covers 
education policy and politics and 
oversees Chalkbeat Colorado’s ed-
ucation coverage. Contact Erica at 
emeltzer@chalkbeat.org.

Goodley said. “Teaching children 
about particular sex and gender no-
tions is a clear violation of parental 
rights ... and decreases trust in the 
public education model.”

And parent Janelle Rumley said 
the idea that students need to see 
themselves in the curriculum dis-
turbed her, because it suggests 
white children like her own couldn’t 
be inspired by Martin Luther King 
Jr. or Harriet Tubman.

But other parents said, without 
specifics in the standards, their 
communities’ history just doesn’t 
get taught.

Maria Guadalupe Cardoza said 
she has nine children in the Boul-
der Valley school district, and “the 
only thing my children learn about 
our history is from people of their 
same color.”

Hernandez, the Cherry Creek stu-
dent, has been working to develop 
a class that would cover LGBTQ 
issues and ethnic studies. Convinc-
ing administrators the topics are as 
important as other academic sub-
jects has been hard, she said. Hav-
ing social studies standards that list 
by name the groups whose stories 
should be told would help students 
make their case.

“For a very long time, I was scared 
of who I was,” she said. “With educa-
tion, it helps.”

STANDARDS AIMED TO SHAPE,
NOT DICTATE, INSTRUCTION

Colorado does not set curriculum 
or choose textbooks at the state 
level. That will be up to school dis-
tricts. The standards lay out what 
students are supposed to know, and 
school districts usually try to pick 
curriculum that aligns with state 
standards. However, little enforce-
ment occurs, especially in subjects 
like social studies.

The State Board was required to 

Serving Christ and His children
on the high plains

Service at 8:30
Meeting Sundays at Pizza Pit Stop

56551 E Colfax Ave, Strasburg, CO 80136

Please visit our web site to learn more…

275 Ash Street, Bennett • 303-644-3044
www.corlcms.org

Come Worship
With Us!

9:00 A.M. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
10:00 A.M. Worship

275 Ash Street, Bennett
(303) 644-3044

Lutheran Church

Pastor Rev. Robert Koch

Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m.

Missouri Synod

Come Worship
With Us!

9:00 A.M. Sunday School
& Adult Bible Study
10:00 A.M. Worship

275 Ash Street, Bennett
(303) 644-3044

Lutheran Church

Pastor Rev. Robert Koch

719-659-8848

2722 S. County Rd 173 Byers, CO
Sundays at 10:00 AM

In-person services every Sunday, but be sure to visit our 
website and Facebook page for up to date information.

LivingSpringsCowboyChurchByers.org

ChurCh DireCtory

MASS TIMES

• Tue,  Wed, Thur, Fri &
every 1st Saturday 8:30 am

• Saturday 5:00 pm
• Sunday 9:00 am 

11:30 am en español
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE

Saturday 4:15-4:45 pm 
Sunday 8:15-8:45 am & 10:45-11:15 am

Or by Appointment
OFFICE CLOSED ON MONDAYS

Pastor: Fr. Jeff Wilborn
186 N. McDonnell St., Byers CO 80103

Parish: 303-822-5880, Hall: 303-822-5889
Sacramental Emergencies: 303-351-2551

www.ourladyoftheplains.org

Pastor: Fr. Jeff Wilborn

Catholic Church

BYERS COMMUNITY CHURCH

byerschurch@gmail.com, (303) 822-5717

Presbyterian Church (USA)

135 S. Sherman St., Byers, CO

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 9:30 a.m.

278 S. Sherman St., Byers 
303-822-9366 • mttaborbyers.org

Sat., 6:00 p.m. ........................................... Saturday Service

Sun., 9:00 a.m. .............................................. Sunday School

Sun., 10:15 a.m. ...................Worship (Nursery available)

Awana................. Tuesday, 5:15 to 7:15, Dinner provided

John 15:8 — Herein is my Father 

glorified, that ye bear much fruit.

Mt. Tabor
Baptist Church

DENVER — In the first week 
alone, 250 providers signed up to 
offer more than 12,000 preschool 
openings for Universal Preschool 
Colorado, the state Department of 
Early Childhood announced Dec. 
20.

Universal Preschool Colorado is 
the state-funded high-quality, vol-
untary mixed delivery preschool 
program available to every Colo-
rado child in the year prior to kin-
dergarten, the department said in a 
release.

“Hundreds of high-quality early 
childhood providers are now one 
step closer to opening their doors to 
Colorado kids and families for free, 
universal preschool,” said Gov. Jar-
ed Polis. “This exciting milestone is 

Preschool provider registration opens
part of the bold work we are doing 
to make universal preschool a real-
ity in Colorado, and we encourage 
school districts and community pre-
schools to register today.”

Universal Preschool Colorado 
launches in the fall of 2023. All pro-
viders who are licensed to support 
preschool-aged children can partici-
pate in UPK Colorado. They should 
contact their Local Coordinating 
Organization to begin the registra-
tion process, the release continues. 
To participate, providers must sign 
a provider agreement.

Once registered, providers can 
build out their profiles to advertise 
their services.

The family enrollment process 
launches at 8 a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 17.

SOCIAL STUDIES FROM PAGE 7

58801 E. Hwy 36, Strasburg, CO 80136
(next to the old concrete plant facility)

303-622-4012

KAUFFMAN SALES & RENTALS DBA

HAPPY

NEW YEAR!
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# OF WORDS 1 WEEK 2 WEEKS 3 WEEKS 4TH FREE!
1-15 $12.00 $22.00 $30.00 $30.00

16 $12.25 $22.50 $30.75 $30.75

17 $12.50 $23.00 $31.50 $31.50

18 $12.75 $23.50 $32.25 $32.25

19 $13.00 $24.00 $33.00 $33.00

20 $13.25 $24.50 $33.75 $33.75

21 $13.50 $25.00 $34.50 $34.50

22 $13.75 $25.50 $35.25 $35.25

23 $14.00 $26.00 $36.00 $36.00

24 $14.25 $26.50 $36.75 $36.75

25 $14.50 $27.00 $37.50 $37.50

26 $14.75 $27.50 $38.25 $38.25

27 $15.00 $28.00 $39.00 $39.00

28 $15.25 $28.50 $39.75 $39.75

29 $15.50 $29.00 $40.50 $40.50

30 $15.75 $29.50 $41.25 $41.25

31 $16.00 $30.00 $42.00 $42.00

32 $16.25 $30.50 $42.75 $42.75

33 $16.50 $31.00 $43.50 $43.50

34 $16.75 $31.50 $44.25 $44.25

35 $17.00 $32.00 $45.00 $45.00

36 $17.25 $32.50 $45.75 $45.75

37 $17.50 $33.00 $46.50 $46.50

38 $17.75 $33.50 $47.25 $47.25

39 $18.00 $34.00 $48.00 $48.00

40 $18.25 $34.50 $48.75 $48.75

41 $18.50 $35.00 $49.50 $49.50

42 $18.75 $35.50 $50.25 $50.25

43 $19.00 $36.00 $51.00 $51.00

Help Wanted • Classified Services • For Rent • For Sale • Farm & Ranch 
• Homes & Land • Wanted • Vehicles For Sale • Notices • Free •  

Lost ‘N’ Found • Thank You • Garage Sales • Boats & RVs

Sell It In Our Classi!eds!  
Classified Ads Appear In The I-70 Scout, Eastern Colorado News and On-Line 

at www.i-70scout.com For One Price!

Name: 

Mailing Address:  

Phone Number: (     )       -

Start Date:           -          -

End Date:            -          -

Number of weeks: (circle one)  
1      2      3      4  

Total Enclosed: $         .        

Total Number of Words: 

Classified Category: 

Simply fill out this form and mail it with a check pay-
able to The I-70 Scout at P.O. Box 829, Strasburg, 
CO 80136 or drop it off  at our office located at 1522 
Main Street, Strasburg (north of  Plains Heating  
building). Ads must be received by Friday at 12:00 
p.m. for publication in the following Tuesday’s edition.

Please Note:
Ads are charged by the word. Please spell out all words. Any  
abbreviated words will be spelled out for publication.  
Abbreviated words, phone numbers, e-mail addresses, and 
websites count as 1 word. Hyphenated words count as 2 
words (i.e. part-time).

Text:
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ANYTHINK BENNETT LIBRARY

495 Seventh St.
(303)405-3231
anythinklibraries.org

After-school Art Box Mini Paintings: 
Kids ages 7-14 will use tiny materials 
to make tiny paintings to fill the Free 
Little Art Box at the library entrance. 
4:15-5:15 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 11.

Kids Adventure Yoga: Children ages 
2-6 can practice yoga with local in-
structor Scott Noble, using their 
imagination to explore movement 
through stories, songs and play. The 
class will focus on yoga poses (and 
noises) related to animals. Caregiv-
ers are encouraged to participate. 
Yoga mats provided. 10:30-11:30 a.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 12.

Teen video production workshops: 
SeriesFest’s Mobile Cinema Lab will 
visit Anythink Bennett to present 
this weekly program. Kids ages 12-18 
will work in teams to write, produce 
and edit their own short films and 
TV pilots. They will learn to utilize 
the latest filmmaking technology 
with SeriesFest expert instructors. 
Participants are encouraged to attend 
the full, three-week series. Prizes will 
be awarded for recurring attendance. 
Space limited; registration required. 
To sign up, visit Anythinklibraries.
org. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Saturdays, 
Jan. 14, 21 and 28.

Coffee & Cards: Adults will drink 
coffee, eat snacks and play hearts, 
poker, cribbage, Farkel and other 
games. 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., Friday, 
Jan. 13.

Anime club: Fandom friends ages 
14 and up will watch, read and 
discuss all things anime and manga 
with new projects, activities and 
discussion topics each month. Snacks 
provided. 3:30-5 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 
14.

Yoga in the Stacks: Adults will join 

local yoga instructor Scott Noble 
and practice yoga poses that focus 
on alignment, stability and flexibil-
ity. Mats provided. All skill levels 
welcome. Space limited; registra-
tion required. To sign up, visit Any-
thinklibraries.org. 3-4 p.m., Satur-
day, Jan. 14.

Pokémon Trainer League: Kids ages 
7-14 will play, trade and discuss all 
things Pokémon. They can bring 
their own cards or use a library 
deck. Snacks provided. 4:15-5:15 p.m., 
Tuesday, Jan. 17.

Baby Social Hour and Footprint Crafts: 

LIBRARY NEWS

Parents with infants up to age 1 year 
old who want to meet and socialize 
with other new parents are invited 
to hang out and play with their little 
ones in baby circle time activities. 
They will also make foot and hand 
print keepsakes. 11 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 19.

Artist meetup: The Corridor Creative 
Arts League will ring in the New 
Year with its reintroduction, updates 
and challenges. Adults will learn 
what the CCAL has in store for 2023. 
2-3:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 21.

Sled Dog Talk: Karen Land, a three-
time participant in the 1,000-mile 
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, and 
her dogs will teach people of all ages 
how to dress for the Arctic and care 
for a team of huskies. 10-11:30 a.m., 
Wednesday, Jan. 25.

Kids Adventure Yoga: Children ages 
2-6 can practice yoga with local in-
structor Scott Noble, using their 
imagination to explore movement 
through stories, songs and play. The 
class will focus on yoga poses (and 
noises) related to animals. Caregiv-
ers are encouraged to participate. 
Yoga mats provided. 10:30-11:30 a.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 26.

Pop-Up Studio: The Studio at Any-
think is guided by the philosophy 
that customers of all ages thrive 

when they follow their passions, 
collaborate with others, and be-
come creative. Anythink’s Studio 
team will explore and create using 
different technology and tools each 
month. 1-5 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 26.

Gel printing workshop: The Corri-
dor Creative Arts League, Anythink 
Bennett and the Bennett Arts Coun-
cil will host a gel printing work-
shop for ages 16 and older with lo-
cal artist Angie Perryman. The fun 
and addictive technique is easy for 
artists of any level. Space limited; 
registration required. To sign up, 
visit Anythinklibraries.org. The pro-
gram will run from 1-3:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, Jan. 28, at the Bennett Com-
munity Center, 1100 E. Colfax Ave.

KELVER LIBRARY

585 Main St., Byers
(303)822-9392
www.arapahoelibraries.org

DIY framed key holder: Adults are 
invited to create a creative and 
stylish framed key ring. All supplies 
included. 1-2:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 14.

Gentle Movement: Members of the 
Byers community can connect with 
each other while learning light ex-
ercises to remain active in the new 
year. The guest presenter is an ex-
pert in gentle movement. Each 
month features a different subject. 
1:30-3 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 18.

Bug Safari: Families and children 
ages 5-12 years old can join a bug 
safari with the Butterfly Pavilion. 
They will meet invertebrates from 
environments worldwide and learn 
more about their characteristics, 
living environment and importance. 
1-2 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 21.

DAVIES LIBRARY

128 Second Ave., Deer Trail
(303)769-4310
www.arapahoelibraries.org

Friday matinee: All ages are invited 
to an afternoon showing of “Turn-
ing Red” (2022, rated PG, 100 min-
utes). 1-3 p.m., Friday, Jan. 13.

DIY tea blending: Tweens and teens 
ages 9-18 can learn the basics of 
blending loose leaf teas to suit per-
sonal tastes. They will make several 
personalized blends to take home. 
4-5 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 25.

Cardboard construction: Children 
ages 5-12 years can explore card-
board and construction through 
STEAM — science, technology, 
engineering, arts and math. Fam-
ilies with children might find that 
STEAM makes learning fun. 4-5 
p.m., Thursday, Jan. 26.

Zoom talk with noted author planned
BRIGHTON — An award-win-

ning and bestselling author of 
more than 20 novels will speak 
via the Zoom platform at 6 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 19, and patrons of 
Anythink Bennett library are in-
vited to participate.

Novelist Kristin Hannah, au-
thor of blockbusters such as “The 
Nightingale” and “The Great 
Alone,” will discuss her latest 
book, “The Four Winds,” a “Read 
with Jenna” book club selection. A 
moderated question-and-answer 
session about her books will fol-
low the presentation.

Each attendee can receive one 
free book, courtesy of the author, 
while supplies last. Recipients 
must attend to obtain a book. Ad-
ditional copies of Hannah’s books 
are available from The Bookies at 
thebookies.com.

To register or for more informa-
tion, visit arapahoelibraries.org or 
call (303)542-7279.

The movie adaptation of “The 
Nightingale” is slated for release 
early this year and “The Great 

Alone” also has been optioned for 
the big screen.

Hannah’s other titles include 
“Winter Garden,” “Night Road” 
and “Firefly Lane.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Movie versions of two of Kristin 
Hannah’s novels — “The Nightin-
gale” and “The Great Alone” — are 
in the works.
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Once upon a time, when PepsiCo 
owned Taco Bell, Pizzazz Pizza was 
a popular menu item. After many 
years, for whatever reason, the piz-
za was no longer offered. Since Sep-
tember, it is back on the menu with 
a new name, Mexican Pizza.

This recipe for Mexican Pizzazz Piz-

za is a variation of that Taco Bell 
fan-favorite.

You can mix pizza sauce with en-
chilada sauce to get more of the 
original taste. I dot the tops with sal-
sa instead of tomatoes to enhance 
the flavor.

This recipe makes four individual 
pizzas requiring two baking sheets. 
You might have extra sauces and in-
gredients left over.

Refrigerate leftovers in covered 
containers. I use them to make Mex-
ican style chili for another meal.

Ahhh. We meet again.

INGREDIENTS

• 1 tablespoon frying oil
• 1 tablespoon butter

• 8 flour tortillas
• 1 pound lean ground beef
• ½ cup diced onion
• 1 tablespoon taco seasoning
• 1 cup refried beans, warmed
• 1 cup Mexican cheese blend
• 1 cup red enchilada sauce
• ½ cup chunky salsa
• 2 green onions, sliced
• ¼ cup chopped nacho chilies

DIRECTIONS

Heat oven to 375 degrees.
In skillet, brown beef. Drain 

grease, if needed.
Stir in onions, seasoning, refried 

beans, half of the cheese, salsa.
Align four tortillas on lined 

baking sheet. Spread hamburger 
mixture over each. Cover with re-
maining tortillas. Spoon enchilada 
sauce on tops of each. Sprinkle with 
remaining cheese, salsa, green on-
ions, nacho chilies.

Bake 8-10 minutes until heated 
through and cheese melts. Slice in 
wedges and serve on pretty plates.

Bobbie Keefer is a resident of 
Byers. Watch for more of her reci-
pes in the Eastern Colorado News.

Mexican Pizzazz Pizza

CHUCK WAGON

by Bobbie Keefer

 For The Scout

rolls, corn, applesauce.
Friday, Jan. 13: Sloppy joes, Tater Tots, 

baked beans, pears.
Monday, Jan. 16: No school.
Tuesday, Jan. 17: Walking taco, re-

fried beans, carrots, mixed fruit.

DEER TRAIL

Wednesday, Jan. 11: Chicken fried 
rice, Goldfish, carrots and dressing, 
grapes.

Thursday, Jan. 12: Cheeseburgers, 
chips, broccoli, mixed fruit.

Monday, Jan. 16: Pulled pork sand-
wich, coleslaw, string cheese, apple-
sauce.

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Grilled chicken 
wraps, tomatoes with ranch, chips, 
mixed fruit.

STRASBURG

Wednesday, Jan. 11: Chicken fajitas.
Thursday, Jan. 12: Waffles, sausage 

with egg patties.
Friday, Jan. 13: Mozzarella sticks with 

marinara sauce.
Monday, Jan. 16: No school.
Tuesday, Jan. 17: Corn dogs with 

chips.

LUNCH MENUS

AGATE

Tuesday, Jan. 10: Turkey meatballs 
and gravy, dinner roll.

Wednesday, Jan. 11: Mini corn dogs, 
dinner roll.

Thursday, Jan. 12: Boneless chicken 
chompers, chips.

Monday, Jan. 16: Chicken patty sand-
wich.

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Walking beef taco, 
shredded lettuce and cheese, taco sauce.

BENNETT

Wednesday, Jan. 11: Sweet & sour 
chicken, seasoned rice, broccoli, pears, 
fortune cookie.

Thursday, Jan. 12: Tuscan chicken 
sandwich, carrots with ranch, orange.

Monday, Jan. 16: Cowboy burger, 
coleslaw, fruit cocktail, cookie.

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Chicken fajita spa-
ghetti, Texas toast, salad with cherry 
tomato, peaches.

BYERS

Wednesday, Jan. 11: Chicken tacos, 
cornbread, baby carrots with ranch, 
peaches.

Thursday, Jan. 12: Chili, cinnamon 
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ing the right lane from the shoul-
der when the Kenworth (vehicle 2) 
struck the rear of the first trailer.

“Vehicle #1 came to a controlled 
stop in the right lane just after im-
pact,” the State Patrol’s report said. 
“Vehicle #2 went off of the left side 

of the roadway [and down] into the 
median where it came rest.”

The wreckage of the second semi 
spanned across the entire median 
with the cab protruding into the in-
side lane of eastbound I-70 and the 
trailer partially blocking the inside 

SEDALIA — CORE Electric Co-
operative (CORE) is pleased to an-
nounce the hiring of Angie Bedolla 
as the Local Government and Busi-
ness Relations Manager.

As the Local Government and 
Business Relations Manager, Bedol-
la will be responsi-
ble for managing 
and expanding 
CORE’s relation-
ships with govern-
mental partners 
and key accounts 
to ensure align-
ment and support 
through expanded 
programs, economic growth, and 
the changing energy landscape.  
She will also support efforts to iden-
tify future power needs for com-
mercial and industrial members.

Bedolla joins CORE after five 
years at Xcel Energy, where she 
was an account manager focused 
on electric sustainability, energy ef-

CORE Electric Co-operative announces

new local gov’t, biz relations manager
ficiency, electric vehicle initiatives, 
and demand response programs. 
She was previously in corporate 
economic development at Xcel En-
ergy and was an economic develop-
ment specialist at Adams County 
Economic Development.

Angie served as Councilwoman 
for the city of Thornton, represent-
ing Ward 4, in 2020 and 2021, where 
she initiated and fast-tracked grant 
programs for businesses during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. She also 
supported redevelopment, business 
attraction and expansion, and busi-
ness support services to the existing 
business community.

 “Angie’s background in both the 
utility and economic development 
spaces is a tremendous asset to 
our cooperative,” said Rob Osborn, 
CORE’s business development Di-
rector. “Her ability to support stake-
holders and key accounts will ben-
efit not only CORE but the regions 
we serve now and in the future.”

Bedolla

PHOTOS BY STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Left photo, emergency personnel assess how to extricate a damaged semi and trailer that jackknifed in the median of I-70 at Bennett after a mid-morning 
collision Jan. 6. The second semi, right photo, was able to drive away from the scene with minimal damage to the driver’s side back corner of the trailer.

SEMI CRASH FROM PAGE 1
westbound lane of the interstate.

After the second vehicle’s driver 
was safely extricated, he was airlift-
ed to a Denver area hospital with 
serious injuries, but the State Pa-
trol spokesman said the following 
morning that the injuries weren’t 
thought to be life-threatening. He 
was said to have been wearing his 
seat belt, which State Patrol officials 
said likely helped him avoid fatal 
injury.

The driver of the first semi, a 
53-year-old male from Denver, was 
uninjured and drove his rig away 
from the scene.

Both directions of I-70 were shut-
down until early afternoon with 
backups in both directions span-
ning up to two miles. Traffic head-
ing both ways were redirected to the 
off-ramps where they were mostly 
detoured to Highway 36. Another 
significant traffic logjam of at least 

a mile long occurred on the south-
east lane of the old highway be-
tween Bennett and Lady Bird Hill.

The first reopened lane of traffic 
was the outside lane of eastbound 
I-70 about 12 p.m. with the second 
lane in the same direction cleared 
just after 1:30 p.m. Both directions 
of the interstate were fully re-
opened about 3:10 p.m. A handful 
of tow trucks were required to right 
the wreckage and remove it from 
the scene.

Hazardous material teams were 
originally called to the scene but 
fuel spillage was minimal with only 
one saddle tank reportedly compro-
mised.

“Everything was cleared up about 
4 p.m.,” the State Patrol said. “Very 
lucky with that and that there 
weren’t more vehicles involved or 
a lot more damage and worse inju-
ries.”

303-822-9535
swimsdisposal.com

Locally owned trash 
company servicing
the I-70 Corridor in

residential & commercial 
garbage pickup.
Call today for your

cheapest rates!

Volume Discounts
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500+

Limited Offer
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P R O PA N E

(303) 660-9290
Family Owned Business

FILL-UP SPECIALFILL-UP SPECIAL



The I-70 Scout • 13Tuesday, January 10, 2023

The
Gift Shop

Baskets
Candy
Frames

Gift Wrap
Holiday
Purses

Downtown Strasburg,CO
56781 E. Colfax Ave.

(303)622-4226
1076 South 1st Street 1076 South 1st Street 
Bennett, CO 80102 Bennett, CO 80102 
(303)644-5100 • www.fnb.com(303)644-5100 • www.fnb.com

Best wishes in 2023!Best wishes in 2023!
Stay safe this winter!Stay safe this winter!

Lobby Hours:Lobby Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 4:00 pmMonday - Friday 8:30 am to 4:00 pm

Drive Up Hours:Drive Up Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pmMonday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

DEER TRAIL — The Deer 
Trail varsity girls came back 
from Christmas break Jan. 
4 with a close, hard-fought 
game that ended with a 41-
35 loss to the visiting Aricka-
ree Lady Bison.

With a little over a min-
ute left in the first half, the 
Lady Eagles were trailing 
17-7. Deer Trail managed

SEE GB DEER TRAIL

PAGE 14

by Marysue Hauser

 For The Scout

CARL STEITZ/For The Scout

WHO SAYS BASKETBALL IS A NON-CONTACT SPORT? — Lady 
Eagle Megan Donovan gets a face full of an Arickaree defend-
er’s arm and elbow Jan. 4.

Lady Eagle

comeback

falls short

Bulldogs sweep duals at ’Burg triangular

Sports

CARL STEITZ/For The Scout

Lady Eagle Jeanette Rodriguez shoots against Arickaree.

STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 Scout

Left photo, Strasburg’s Egen Stephens picks up Thornton’s David Williams during his pinfall victory at 215 pounds during a Jan. 5 home triangular that also 
included Byers. From center photo, Bulldogs Torin Wardall and Riley Robinson both recorded their fi rst-ever high school victories on Thursday against Thornton.

STEVEN VETTER/The I-70 ScoutRICHARD SOUTHARD/For The Scout

RICHARD SOUTHARD/For The Scout

Byers’ Kaiden Powell puts Strasburg’s Zach Rushman in a precarious predic-
ament during the Jan. 5 triangular on the Indians’ home mat. Powell was 
behind through much of the fi rst two periods before pinning Rushman with 20  
seconds left in the second.

STRASBURG — While Byers 
came back from break winning 
both of its duals at a triangular at 
Strasburg Jan. 5, the host Indians 
went 0-2.

After winning four of six match-
es and beating Thornton 36-24, the 
green-and-white defeated Strasburg 
45-30. The Indians fell to Thornton 
36-24.

“And we were without three of 
our kids, so we could have won by 
more,” said Byers head coach Jon 
Yapoujian.

“Pretty disappointing, a lot of 
matches we lost we should have 
won,” lamented Strasburg head 

coach Jordan Ross.
The feature bout was at 144 pounds 

between a pair of local, top-seeded, 
two-time state champions.

Bulldog senior Lain Yapoujian de-
feated Strasburg senior Zach Marre-
ro 5-2.

Yapoujian, the top-ranked 2A 
wrestler at 150 pounds, dropped a 
weight to grapple with Marrero, No. 
1 at 144 in 3A.

For additional coverage from last 
week, including Bennett’s open du-
als and invitational tournament on 
Friday and Saturday, respectively, 
see the Jan. 13 Eastern Colorado 
News.
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DT boys unable to stop Bison

The Deer Trail Eagles came back 
from Christmas break with a 70-
28 loss to the Arickaree Bison Jan. 
4. Their record so far this season 
stands at 2-2.

Throughout the first half, the Ea-
gles played hard against Arickaree, 
but they slowly fell behind. Deer 
Trail ended the first half with a dis-
advantage of 40-13.

“We didn’t really fight for posi-
tion for defensive and offensive 
rebounds. That’s something that 
we’ve been working on ever since 
that game,” said Deer Trail head 
coach Kyle Dasenbrock. “That’s the 
main thing that I think we need to 
work on. If we did that, I don’t think 
the score would’ve looked like it 
did.”

The visiting team out-rebound-
ed the host Eagles, doubling their 
rebounds exactly, 34-17. Sikuea “C 
Square” Samate led Deer Trail on 
the boards with six rebounds. 

“C Square definitely stood out 
that night, playing as hard as he 
could the whole night,” Dasenbrock 
said. “That’s the best thing that we 
did — we never stopped hustling 

and going all out from the time the 
ball was tipped until the end of the 
game. The other coach said that he 
has never played a team that played 
as hard as we did. That was some-
thing that I was very proud of.”

In addition to Samate leading the 
team in rebounds, he was one of the 
team’s top scorers  with 5 points. 
Sophomore Ivan Peredez added 
7 points and led the team with 8 
steals. Freshman Dillon Ward was 
the Eagles’ top scorer with 9 points. 
He also chipped in with three re-
bounds.

On defense, Deer Trail forced 27 
Arickaree turnovers and drew four 
charges against the visiting Bison. 

“There has been a huge improve-
ment in our man-to-man (defensive) 
principles and I think it showed 
when we attempted to draw around 
eight charges, and ended up getting 
four charging calls,” Dasenbrock 
said. “But I mean, give credit to 
Arickaree, they are a very talented 
team. I think this game was a good 
opportunity to show what adversity 
is like and try to fight through that.”

COMING UP
Jan. 10: Idalia.
Jan. 12: @ Kiowa.
Jan. 17: Colorado Deaf & Blind.

by Marysue Hauser
 For The Scout

to gain some points with two free 
throws and a quick layup, but the 
Bison were still in the lead. Aricka-
ree fired back with a well-executed 
offense and a 3-pointer with only 6 
seconds left, bringing the score to 
20-11 at the break.

“I think we came out in the first 
half pretty flat, we had a little time 
off and it showed,” said Deer Trail 
head coach Phillip Donovan. “In 
the second half, however, I was very 
pleased with our play. I’m super 
proud of the girls and the heart that 
they played with. I thought that it 
was pretty amazing.” 

In the second half, the Eagles 
fought back and managed to close 
the gap by a significant amount. 

Towards the end of the third quar-
ter, senior Alex Donovan completed 
a three-point play with a free throw 
after she was fouled on a layup to 
close the gap to 26-22.

“(Senior) Alex Donovan and 
(sophomore) Allena Sanchez-Neal 
definitely stood out because of stats, 
and they played solid throughout 
the game,” Donovan said. “Howev-
er, I really think that the team as a 
whole showed a lot of heart. … It 
was a really good team effort.”

Alex Donovan led the scoring for 
Deer Trail, tallying 15 points and 

CARL STEITZ/For The Scout

Eagle Ivan Paredes crashes to the floor in an effort to keep possession of the 
ball against Arickaree Jan. 4.

GB DEER TRAIL FROM PAGE 13

hitting three-of-three from the free-
throw line. Sanchez-Neal was the 
second-highest scorer, putting up 9 
points and adding three steals. Ju-
nior Ally Hardwick and freshman 
Megan Donovan contributed with 
four and seven rebounds, respec-
tively. 

“Arickaree definitely played hard, 
but I am proud of my team for play-
ing with so much heart,” Donovan 
said. “For future games, I would say 
that we need to make sure that we 
stick to our game and do what we 
know we can do when it comes to 
our play.”

CARL STEITZ/For The Scout

Lady Eagle Jaden Gudenkauf drives 
the baseline against Arickaree Jan. 4.
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Eastern Colorado NewsEastern Colorado News
Snow blankets area first 2 nights of ’23

A pair of overnight snows 
the first two days of 2023 
blanketed much of the I-70 
Corridor with between 3-5 
inches of snow and provid-
ed commuters with treach-
erous travel conditions the 
morning of Jan. 3.

Area weather reports from 
both Sunday and Monday 
nights ranged mostly be-
tween 1-2 inches with a cou-
ple of anomalies — most 
notably 4 inches of new 
white stuff falling at Cabin 
Creek overnight on Sunday 
and 3-plus inches in and 
around Strasburg and Ben-
nett Monday night.

According to the National 
Weather Service’s Boulder 

office, the I-70 Corridor’s 
two-day snow accumulation 
was approximately double 
of what most of the Front 
Range received but about 
half of the northeastern 
corner of the state, which 
included almost 9 inches 
falling in and around Ster-
ling. Parts of the seven most 
northeastern Colorado 
counties reported between 
6-10 inches of snow from 5 
a.m. Jan. 1 through 5 a.m. 
Jan. 3.

While the Corridor’s 
standing snow level has 
grown beyond the foot-
mark in many places, the 
most recent storm ac-
counted for only about 
0.1 inches of moisture per

SEE STORMS
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Much of the I-70 Corridor received 4-5 inches of snow over separate storms Jan. 1 and Jan. 2. 
The two-day accumulation was mostly twice what the Front Range received but about half of 
what the northeastern corner of the state reported.

STEVEN VETTER/Eastern Colorado News

The Arapahoe County Fairgrounds was a site for a drive thru holiday lights extravaganza between 
Thanksgiving and New Year’s. The display, provided by Utah-based Christmas in Color, had several 
banks of lights impacted by the Dec. 28 snowstorm that dropped several inches of snow along the 
Front Range and Eastern Plains. The above photo of a snowman family was taken Dec. 29.

Agate School in process of revising 2022-23 budget

AGATE — A significant decrease 
in student count after the school 
year started is forcing the I-70 Cor-
ridor’s smallest school district to re-
vamp its current budget mid-year.

During the Dec. 19 Agate School 
Board meeting, Finance Director 
Keith Yaich said that the Colorado 
Department of Education’s formal 
student count in October of 72.5 full-

time equivalents was down from 
the district’s originally budgeted 
figure of 79 and that the reduction 
in state revenue requires the district 
to revamp its 2022-23 budget.

“We even budgeted for 10 kids less 
than we had at the end of last year. 
At the last minute, we even took five 
kids off from where we thought we 
would be,” Yaich said. “But we lost 
several kids that started the year 
here but left before October count. 
We lost a lot of students who were 

by Steven Vetter

Managing Editor
kids of staff that left. Overall, we are 
at a decrease of about 20 students 
from last year.”

According to Yaich, the revamp-
ing of the budget isn’t expected to 
impact the district significantly but 
is forcing the distribution of monies 
in some accounts.

“Financially, the school is still 
in good shape,” Yaich said. “Pretty 
amazing shape actually with 7-8 
months worth of expenses in our 
reserves,” he said.

Many auditors say school districts 
are fiscally healthy with four or five 
months of expenses in reserves, he 
added.

When asked if the district should 
be even more conservative when 
estimating its annual budget, Yaich 
said that going too far can be an is-
sue in one specific area.

“If you shoot too low, then you 
have to worry about employees and

SEE AGATE BOE

PAGE 4

Cracked water pipes

shut down Strasburg

Elementary kitchen

STRASBURG — The abnormally cold condi-
tions that draped Colorado during most schools’ 
Christmas break took its toll at one I-70 Corridor 
school district.

According to Strasburg Superintendent Dan 
Hoff, 13 pipes running under the elementary 
school cafeteria cracked during the two-week 
holiday vacation, eliminating hot meals for 
Strasburg elementary and high school students 
when they returned to class Jan. 4.

“We are providing sack breakfasts and lunch-
es for the first week back to school for the ele-
mentary and high school,” said Hoff Wednesday 
morning, adding that efforts to repair the issues 
are moving forward. “The return of teachers and 
staff on Tuesday and students on Wednesday 
was not impacted because affected areas are not 
widespread.”

In his Jan. 2 memo to district students and fam-
ilies, Hoff added, “Please use this message as an 
opportunity to be aware and prepare your stu-

SEE FROZEN PIPES

PAGE 4

by Steven Vetter

Managing Editor

by Steven Vetter

Managing Editor
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ANSWERS ON PAGE 20

SOLUTION ON PAGE 20

20 YEARS AGO
JANUARY 7, 2003

Home foreclosures jumped 60.5% in Adams and 
Arapahoe counties in 2002, but the foreclosure rate 
isn’t nearly as high as it was in the late 1980s.

Adams County advanced 64.3% from 700 in 2001 
to 1,313 in 2002 and Arapahoe County increased 57.5% 
from 1,000 to 1,575.

The number of foreclosures in Adams County is at 
its highest level since the late 1980s, said Don DiFlore, 
the 2003 president of the Aurora Association of Real-
tors.

Adams County reported 2,690 home foreclosures in 
1988, a county high, and Arapahoe reported a record 
4,624 in 1987.

“It’s been especially common in the last 90 days — 
we have seen a huge jump in days (houses stay) on 
the market,” DiFlore said.

In the late ’90s, many homes would sell within 
five or six days of being put on the market, he said. 
Today, homes averaging more than 50 days on the 
market. As a result, people who counted on selling 
their homes rather than foreclosing have to wait, and 
losing their homes to foreclosure.

15 YEARS AGO
JANUARY 8, 2008

Residents in the far eastern portions of Adams 
and Arapahoe counties could face stricter vehicle 

regulations and other encumbrances because of the 
Denver-metro area’s inability to comply with federal 
ozone regulations.

On July 23, the nine-county Denver region violated 
federal standards for eight-hour ground-level ozone 
standards, and, on Nov. 20, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency formally designated the region an 
“ozone nonattainment area.”

With that designation came a mandate for the Col-
orado Department of Public Health & Environment 
to develop an ozone management plan to be turned 
into the EPA for federal approval by April 2009. Part 
of that plan was expected to include the expansion of 
emissions testing, burn bans and dust mitigation re-
quirements for all of Arapahoe and Adams counties.

An EPA release said a number of ozone violations 
between 2005 and mid-2007 led to the decision.

10 YEARS AGO
JANUARY 8, 2013

 STRASBURG — The Adams County Sheriff’s Of-
fice arrested three juveniles and a young adult Dec. 28 
in connection with a recent string of property crimes 
and auto thefts in Bennett and Strasburg.

The suspects, all from Bennett or Strasburg, are 
connected the the crash of a stolen pickup into the 
Valley Bank & Trust ATM and 60 criminal mischiefs 
involving house and auto windows; seven auto thefts; 
and two cases of theft from motor vehicles.

Today is Tuesday, Jan. 10, the 
10th day of 2023. There are 355 
days left in the year.

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT
On Jan. 10, 1776, Thomas 

Paine anonymously published 
his influential pamphlet, 
“Common Sense,” which ar-

gued for American indepen-
dence from British rule.

ON THIS DATE
In 1860, the Pemberton Mill 

in Lawrence, Mass., collapsed 
and caught fire, killing up 
to 145 people, mostly female 
workers from Scotland and 

Ireland.
In 1861, Florida became the 

third state to secede from the 
Union.

In 1863, the London Under-
ground had its beginnings as 
the Metropolitan, the world’s 
first underground passenger 
railway, opened to the public 

with service between Padding-
ton and Farringdon Street.

In 1920, the League of Na-
tions was established as the 
Treaty of Versailles (vehr-SY’) 
went into effect.

In 1971, French fashion de-
signer Coco Chanel died in 
Paris at age 87.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS
Singer Rod Stewart is 78. 

Boxing Hall of Famer and en-
trepreneur George Foreman 
is 74. Singer Pat Benatar is 70. 
Hall of Fame race car driver 
and team owner Bobby Rahal 
is 69.

––The Associated Press

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: AT THE SUPERMARKET

ACROSS
1. Rock bottom
6. Attorneys’ org.
9. Hefty volume
13. Cast ____
14. It’s all the rage
15. Miserable
16. Fit for a king
17. Back then
18. Do like Demosthenes
19. *Checkout clerk
21. *Meat professional
23. “____ the land of the free...”
24. Fictional Himalayan
25. Meme move
28. Man Ray’s art movement
30. On cloud nine
35. Crude group
37. Seaside bird
39. Formerly known as dropsy
40. Make-up artist?
41. Blast from the past
43. Bruce Willis’ ex
44. Chocolate substitute
46. Mischievous sprites
47. Plaintiff
48. *Advantageous display
50. ____ Spumante
52. Meddle
53. Largest share owner
55. “____ to Joy”
57. *Coldest display
61. *”What’s on ____?”
65. Main artery in the body
66. Feathery neckwear
68. Isolated
69. Hipbone-related
70. Octopus’ defense
71. Espresso plus steamed milk
72. Eye contact
73. Word from #32 Down
74. Goes up or down

DOWN
1. D.E.A. agent
2. On a deck, perhaps
3. Pad
4. Gem State
5. Depended on
6. From a distance
7. *Reusable one
8. Hacienda brick
9. Cleopatra’s necklace
10. Moonfish
11. Boundary line
12. Looker or ogler

15. Capable of movement
20. One of the Muses
22. Shoshonean
24. Railyard worker
25. Gabbana’s partner
26. Relating to bees
27. Edward Teach’s facial feature
29. *Prepared food department
31. Contributes
32. Get ready to drive (2 words)
33. Type of wheat
34. *Ricotta and eggs section
36. Semiaquatic tetrapod, for short
38. Sips from a flask?
42. Bar by estoppel
45. Novelist HonorÈ de ____
49. Blackbird dessert
51. Paragons
54. Galactic path
56. Pomp
57. Be unsuccessful
58. Dramatic part
59. Sportscaster Andrews
60. JFK or ORD postings
61. Japanese alcoholic beverage
62. Tiny amount
63. Not in favor of
64. Lecherous look
67. *O in BOGO

Peculiar People Day
Mars is retrograde for almost two more 

days and Uranus is retrograde almost two 
more weeks. Both power planets current-
ly advocate for weird plot twists, flashy 
surprises and, best of all, an embrace 
of the more unusual characters in our 
midst, our beloved standouts, oddballs 
and originals. Happy Peculiar People 
Day. If you don’t know one, be one.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Though 
you’re known to take charge in many sit-
uations, it doesn’t mean you always have 
to. You’ll feel the need to conserve energy 
by letting others take the lead. It’s easy to 
follow along.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your success 
formula will be so simple: You’ll hang 
out with the people who have what you 
want, and you’ll do what they do. Social 
energies will blend in harmony, and the 
time you spend together will be advanta-
geous to all.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You can sense 
that your taste is changing because new 
things appeal to you. You’re willing to 
be a little adventurous in a novel pur-
suit. It’s thrilling to discover the draw of 
something you didn’t even know existed 
before.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You can imag-
ine an exciting future or a worse one. A 
future just like today is the easiest one to 
imagine, but it’s also the least likely ver-
sion of tomorrow to occur. This is an ideal 
day to implement a small improvement. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).  If they have 
a right to demand, then you have an ob-
ligation to give them what they want (or 
not). However, unless they worked for it 
or paid for it, the demand is unfounded. 
Beware of the sneaky disguises of entitle-
ment. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Excuses might 
just be the truth told at an inopportune 
moment. Nobody who is anticipating 
results wants to hear about problems in-
stead. Excellent leadership will involve 
finding solutions without shaming or 
blaming.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). In an unfamil-

iar situation, it could feel like you must 
fend for yourself, but actually there are 
lots of ways to navigate that don’t involve 
a defensive stance. Consider blending in, 
friendliness, entertaining, support or oth-
er.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).  You long for 
glamour and the stimulation of interest-
ing, creative people to bounce ideas off 
of. When you don’t see it around you, 
make your own. Plan to throw a party or 
join one.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).  Your physi-
cality will reflect the weight of your feel-
ings and the way your thoughts travel 
through you. You are too keenly aware 
of your purpose to allow for meander-
ing. You’ll skip the loopy detours and go 
straight to the point.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).  Family dynam-
ics will be complicated to navigate, but if 
it were any other way it wouldn’t seem 
like your kin. This isn’t just about who is 
alpha; it’s about how relationships shape 
you and set up a foundation for your suc-
cess.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).  You can do it 
the easy way or the hard way. Neither is 
better. The easy way will require figuring 
things out. Once you’re over the learning 
curve, it’s a coast. The hard way is obvious 
because it’s the way it’s usually done.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21).   You’ll 
discover new talents as you start moving 
more toward the things that attract you. 
When there’s nothing attractive around, 
get to a different environment -- the life 
of your undeveloped talents depends on 
it!

Today’s Birthday (Jan. 10).  There’s much 
in your you-to-you relationships to be 
proud of this year. You’ll be honest with 
yourself, you’ll take chances because you 
believe you’ll prevail no matter what, and 
because you’re so brave, you’ll gain what 
can’t be bought. But you’ll also get the 
money. More highlights: an anonymous 
gift and a wilderness journey. Gemini and 
Leo adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 6, 
12, 17, 25 and 1. Aries and Taurus adore you.

–– Horoscopes by Holiday

The NoT-So DuSTy PageS

ToDay IN hISTory

horoScoPe

arTS & eNTerTaINmeNT
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ACCOUNTING

AUTOMOTIVE

CHIROPRACTOR

COMPUTER/INTERNET

FOR SALE
SUPER-FAST HIGH-SPEED

INTERNET
GUARANTEED TO BLOW YOUR

CURRENT INTERNET PROVIDER AWAY!
Price: Starting at just $29.95/mo

Seller: Bijou Telephone Co-op

Call 303-822-5400 
if you're ready for something better!

Claussen 
Chiropractic

1517 Main Street

Strasburg, CO

(303) 622-4200

CARPET CLEANING

StrasburgStrasburg
Auto PartsAuto Parts

Family owned and Family owned and 
operated for 45 years.operated for 45 years.
Mon - Fri 7:30am - 6pmMon - Fri 7:30am - 6pm
Sat 8am-5pm / Sun 8am-1pmSat 8am-5pm / Sun 8am-1pm

303-622-4211303-622-4211
1313 Monroe St. Strasburg, CO1313 Monroe St. Strasburg, CO
Thank you for your business! - Ed & CherylThank you for your business! - Ed & Cheryl

COMPUTER TECH

720-281-4990
carl@carlthecomputerguy.comcarl@carlthecomputerguy.com

• In-Home • Technical
Support

Licensed & 
Insured
Free 

Estimates
36 Years Experience

Commercial & Residential
Foundation Walls,

Excavation,

Flatwork,

 Stamped Concrete,

Concrete Demo,

Hauling,

Recycled Asphalt Drives.

Bert Gagne
303-941-3991

gagnesconcrete@netecin.net

LEO’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC

License #: 7422
Strasburg: 720-203-9955

Leo Hurtado
Master Electrician/Owner

Fillings •Cleanings •Crowns
•Extractions •Emergency Services

•Root Canals •Whitening
Open Evenings and Weekends

In-Network for Almost All Insurances
303-644-5058

www.openandaffordable.com
280 E. Colfax Ave Suite 1, Bennett, CO 80102

ENGINEERING

303.434.4560
Lic. & Insured - LIC# 5497

Panel Upgrades - Pole Barns
All Types of Wiring - Free Estimates

CONSTRUCTION

DENTAL

Pole Barns, roofing, decks, garages, and more

Outback Construction LLC.

720-202-1490 
Kevin Damron 

constructionoutback@gmail.com

CONCRETE

(303) 834-0431
Sam@guffeyelectricllc.com 
55955 E Kentucky Ave
Strasburg, CO 80136 
www.guffeyelectricllc.com

Commercial, Residential, Service
Licensed and Insured

Wally’s
Concrete

Licensed & Insured

Residential & Commercial

FREE ESTIMATES
ALL FLAT WORK

STAMPED CONCRETE
FOUNDATIONS

No Job Is
Too Small or Too Big

References Available

Call or Text Walter

720-998-5731
Locally Owned

wallysconcrete@gmail.com

Service Directory

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Grothe Financial Services P.C.
(303)644-4600

Need QuickBooks Support?
Give us a call!

A+ Appliance A+ Appliance ServicesServices
Rods Appliance ServiceRods Appliance Service

• Free Phone Quotes• Free Phone Quotes
• $20 Cash Discount• $20 Cash Discount
Brand Name Parts &Brand Name Parts &

Two-Year Warranty PlusTwo-Year Warranty Plus
a Client Satisfaction &a Client Satisfaction &
Low Price Assurance.Low Price Assurance.

Established in 1995 and Established in 1995 and 
Locally Owned. Locally Owned. 
303-822-9868
303-809-4229

Five Star
Client Rated

www.rodscontracts.com

Excavating • Utilities • Septic • 

Hydrants • Landscape/Hardscape 

• Handyman/Remodeling

720-507-4076
rprecisionindustriesllc@gmail.com

• Used & new tire sales

• Tire repairs • Oil changes

• Windshield Chip Repair • Car Wash

Monday-Friday: 8:00-5:00

Saturday: 8:00-12:00

Sunday: Closed
Purchase 4 new 

tires from us 
and  

receive a free 
rotation!

97 N Main St.

Byers, CO 

303-822-8333

New
Location!

ASE Certified Technician
OIL CHANGE (CONV)

ALIGNMENTS
Tu-Fri 8am to 5:30pm

Sat. 9am to 3pm
56773 E. I-70 Frontage Rd.
Strasburg, CO.

Nationwide Nationwide 
Warranty!Warranty!

303-622-4100

ELECTRICIANS

FREE CABINETRY DESIGN  
and estimates for kitchens, 

bathroom vanities or any space 
of your house that needs 

cabinets.

In-Stock Cabinets up to Custom Cabinetry
25-plus Years of Experience

 We bring the showroom to you with many 
door sample options.

Call Gina at 720-878-1813
to set up your free consultation

www.cocabinetryandroofing.com

CABINETRY

EYE CARE

This Space Only
$21.00 Per Week
(303)622-9796

Most Insurances Accepted
1506 Main St., Strasburg

720.405.2020
2020EyeVenue.com
Locally Owned

• Routine Eye Exams
• Medical Eye Care

• Sunglasses
• Contact Lenses

JayHawk Grading
Byers, Colorado

Road Grading • Finish Grading
• Driveway Material • 

Excavation • Snow Removal
303-210-8567

CONCRETE

"  "  "  "

F.M. Concrete
25 Years of

Specializing in:
All concrete work:

Demo • Replacement • Driveways 
• Patios • Garages • Retaining 
Walls • Stamped, Regular or 
Any Finish/Texture • Colored 

Concrete

Also Providing:
• Skid Steer Services (concrete, 

dirt or asphalt removal & hauling)
• Driveway Resurfacing (milling, 

road base or material of  choice)

Call for FREE ESTIMATE!
(720)361-8474

F.M. Concrete
25 Years of

Specializing in:
All concrete work:
Demo • Replacement • 

Driveways • Patios • Garages 
• Retaining Walls • Stamped, 

Regular or Any Finish/Texture • 
Colored Concrete • Certified w/
professional concrete products 

for repainting/resealing

Also Providing:
• Skid Steer Services (concrete, 

dirt or asphalt removal & hauling)
• Driveway Resurfacing (milling, 

road base or material of  choice)

Licensed & Insured
Will Travel to Your Job!

Call for FREE ESTIMATE!
(720)361-8474

FENCING

Reed & Sons
Custom fencing

Call Brendan for a free estimate

303-834-7216
reed&sonsfencingllc



This Space 
Only

$42.00 
Per Week

(303)622-9796
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HEAVY EQUIPMENT

Tractor and Equipment Repairs. 
Backhoes • Loaders • Trenchers

CaLL us, we Can fix iT!
Pick up and delivery available!
303-622-4012

Hydrants
installed or replaced

303-865-4830
Serving Eastern Colorado for Over 30 Years

Sales/Service • Installation • Furnaces
Air Conditioning • Geo-Thermal

 Fireplaces

FREE ESTIMATES 
on new or replacement systems

1506 Main Street,Strasburg, CO  •  plainsheating.com

303-622-2914

Comfort Guy Inc.
“Don’t get caught in the cold!

Schedule a precision 
tune-up for your 
heating system!”

303-644-5193Your Custom Comfort 
System Specialist www.comfortguyinc.com

I!"#$%&"' I!()%*!+# 
*!, F&-# R&!$( F&!*!+&*.
Business • Home • Auto • Life • Health • Farm
Wills • Renters & Condo • Rental Property

(303) 644-4872
integrityinsagency.com

Julie Lewis

Reasonable Pricing!
Local Business!
303-990-3715

Steve Schneiderman
Professional Farrier

720-530-6034
Now Accepting Clients

HORSE CARE

LAWN & ACREAGE

BoBcat Skid Steer work

Trenching, grading, postholes (6-36 in.), 
culvert installation, road grading, snow 
removal and m o r e !

ref. available upon request. 

call Peter 720-935-1428 

JUNK VEHICLES

Home — Farm & Ranch — Commercial
Strasburg O!ce — 970-522-1681

Renee Little
Renee@SonnenbergAgency.com

Service Directory

GARAGE DOORS

FUNERAL HOMES

FUNERAL HOMES & MONUMENTS
Locally Owned and Operated

 56131 E. Colfax Ave. Strasburg, CO 80136

303-710-4221
www.lovefuneralhomes.com

• Maintenance Cleans
• Construction Cleans
• Move In / Move Out Cleaning
• Locally Sta!ed, Owned and Operated

303-803-5495

HOUSECLEANING

Heating & Air Conditioning

Residential & Commercial

303303.622.24HR(2447)

USMechanicalCompany.com

24 Hour Service • Straightforward Pricing
Daikin 12 years parts & labor warranties*

Financing Options Available
Indoor Air Quality & Water Filtration

Free Estimates on Replacements / Installs
10100% Satisfaction Guarantee 

 

Wide Open
Heating, Air & Electric LLC

Commercial & Residential HVAC
New Builds • Duct Cleaning

24/7 Emergency Service
Preventive Maintenance

Water Heater Replacement

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Military& First Responder Discounts 

720-810-6048 
www.facebook.com/wideopenhvac

Strasburg Rock Co.
Sales & Delivery

Recycled Asphalt
Road Base • Arena Sand

Fill Dirt • Top Soil • Mulch
Decorative Rock • Compost
Family Owned Since 2004

8255 Strasburg Road
Call for a FREE estimate

720-557-6529

LANDSCAPING MATERIAL

HANDYMAN SERVICES

INSURANCE

For all Your Commercial & 
Residential Insulation Needs:
• ATTIC Blow Insulation;

• Net Blow Walls;
• Wall Batts;

• Vinyl Insulation;
• Spray Foam; and
• Foam Fire Stop.

• New & Remodel Homes
We Give You an Affordable Price!

Affordable Insulation LLC

47327 Clover Ave.

Bennett, CO 80102

For English, (303)949-9751

Para Español, (303)437-0566
www.insulationindenverco.com

          facebook.com/affordable.insulation.73

           Affordable Insulation Inc.            Affordable Insulation Inc. 

INSULATION

Full-Service Flooring Company
• No-cost, no-obligation

in-home estimates;

• Samples brought to

home at time of estimate.

Sales, Installation & Repairs:
Carpet • Hardwood 

Laminate • Luxury Vinyl & 

Waterproof Floors

Sanding/finishing of
existing hardwood, 

prefinished hardwood & 
hardwood stairs.

(303)667-0085

FLOORING

INSURANCE

Commercial & Residential 
Refrigeration • Boilers 

Chillers & Automatic Controls 

Adams Heating & 
Air Conditioning

Located in Strasburg and Proudly
Serving the I-70 Corridor for 15+ Years

FREE ESTIMATES on replacement or new installs

7 2 0 . 2 6 6 . 0 4 9 6

Handyman Services

Jim Erlsten

Jime5120@aol.com

(303) 475-7429

Veteran Owned • Insured

• Doors & windows, kitchen, bathroom, 
   tile, and building maintenance.
• Small tractor work: mowing,
   rototilling and seeding.

PROFESSIONAL

FARRIER SERVICE

is back in your area!

Contact Lane Betts
(720)965-3308

This Space Only
$14.00 Per Week
(303)622-9796 PAINTING

HEATING & AC

HYDRANTS

Marvin’s Handyman Services
(720)840-6444

strasburghandyman@gmail.com
Electrical • Plumbing • Repairs 

• Woodworking • Welding • 

Yard Work • Gardening

No Job Too Small!

FINANCIAL ADVISOR

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, a registered investment advisor. SUM Financial 
Services Group is a separate entity from LPL Financial.

Nathan Sumner, CFP
President | SUM Financial Services Group

720.613.6160
sumfsg@sumfsg.com
280 E Colfax Ave #2, P.O. Box 525 
Bennett, CO 80102

®

EnGarde Defense
CCW, Handgun & Home Safety

Group and private classes

55 years experience; NRA Cert.

Text Larry Browne, (720)808-2240

FIREARMS SAFETY

w q w q w q w q w q w

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Landscape Installs • Gravel 
Driveways Irrigation Systems • 

Retaining Walls • Walk Ways & Patios  
• Trenching & Excavation • Land 
Clearing • Drainage Solutions

• Freeze Hydrants

Family owned and operated with over 
38 years of industry experience.

www.canyoncreeklandscape.com

 Call us today for a free estimate. 
720-427-8430
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PRO CLASSIC 
PAINTING 
303-880-7235

CALL ERIC OR LINDA
contactus@proclassicpainting.com

Chances are we painted one of your 
neighbor’s or friend’s home.

We get rid of pests 
fast, safely, and 

affordably.

Guaranteed results!

Mice & General Pests

PEST CONTROL

Bennett, Colorado

www.FrontRangeRVstorage.com

Pet Boarding
303-644-4322
www.TheFourLeggedInn.com

Bennett, CO

 Call Adam: (720) 327-9363
schat.adam1@gmail.com

Schat PlumbingSchat 

Courteous and prompt service!

       New construction• Remodels
              Water heaters • Gas lines 
Small drain cleaning • Hose repair 
Boiler repair • Well tank valves
       (Electronic and metal recycling)

ROOFING

SAND & GRAVEL

Mitchell  brand 

SAND • GRAVEL • DIRT
road/ landscaping Stuff

arena/bedding/Structural

303-870-4260 

Shannon 

Roth

(303)822-6644

(303)883-9339

PO Box 9

Byers, CO 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

SEPTIC

20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE     ALL MAKES & MODELS
ATV   CYCLES   GENERATORS 
LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT
CARBURETOR REBUILDS & TUNING

314 S. OWENS ST
BYERS CO 80103
720 365 7794
OPEN TUES - SAT 10AM - 8PM

PET CARE

303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com

820 Shari’s Ct. Bennett, CO

As Seen On  Animal PlanetAs Seen On  Animal Planet

Next time you’re away, 
your pet has a place 

to stay.

Hay un interpréte de español disponible 

• Professional Experienced Sta! 
• Clean Facility
• Walks & Outside Playtime 
• Owner Directed Feeding
• Experienced in Administering Medication
• Baths Available for Additional Fee
• Pet Updates Available
• Full & Half Day Daycare Available 
• Fully Insured

LICENSED

CUMMINGS ROOFING CO.

29 Years Serving The Corridor!
Licensed and Insured

Steve Cummings
303-644-5500 • Cell: 303-594-8608

Lance Grothe, CPA, CFP®
Tax, Accounting
& Financial Services
690 E Colfax Ave, Bennett
303-644-4600

TAXES

STORAGE

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Roofing & Gutters
Residential • Commercial

Asphalt Roofing • Metal Roofing • Flat Roofing 
TPO • EPDM •  A+ Rating w/BBB

719.775.8687  •  raazroofing.com

RAAZ Roofing & Construction, LLC

719-464-3050
CharlesAKnightstep@gmail.com

PET BOARDING

PLUMBING

This Space Only

$21.00 Per Week

(303)622-9796

PAINTING PET BOARDING

PLUMBING TOWING

PHOTOSHOP SERVICES
Photo Collages • Scanning • Printing
Graphic Design • Photo Touch-Ups

Digital Photo Restoration

EVENTS/SPECIAL OCCASIONS
Invitations • Reunions • Parties

Graduations • Weddings • Birthdays 
Baby Showers • Memorials

MARKETING COLLATERAL
Sell Sheets • Postcards • Menus

Labels • Fliers • Posters • Booklets
Manuals • Brochures

I-70 Publishing Co. 
303-622-9796
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

R & M Tree Service
Tree & Shrub Trimming & Removal

• Insured • 14 years experience

(720) 601-2030

WINDOWS

WATER DAMAGE

CLASSIFIED ADS

Bring your household and 
everyday trash to ERL every 

second full-week of the month for 
a HALF-OFF DISCOUNT!

COMPOST: $12 PER YARD

East Regional Landfill

C
o

n
t
a

c
t (303) 685-2700

8201 Schumaker Rd.
Bennett, CO

Now requiring hard hats and safety vests. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Caring and compassionate vet
 care for your livestock, horse and

furry four legged companions.

Mon, Tu, Th, Fri - 8 am to 6 pm
Sat 8 am to 2 pm; Closed Wed & Sun

550 E Colfax Ave unit A in Bennett

303-644-4MVP

Dr. Cassandra Durant, DVM
Massage, acupuncture, and

chiropractic treatment as well!

The Musketeers
Veterinary Practice

VETERINARY

"Caring for all of your pet, horse and livestock 

needs along the I-70 Corridor since 1947."

303-622-4415
56151 E. Colfax Ave. Strasburg

Monday — Friday, 8am-7pm;
Saturday, 8am-1pm

Mobile & Emergency Service

Strasburg Veterinary

Clinic, LLC

Reed Hanks, DVM • Jodie Vetter, DVM

Megan Wright, DVM •Alison Bush, DVM

Shireen Zolghadri, DVM • Arin Allbritten, DVM 

Casey Stanley, DVM • Mikayla Bonnett, DVM

BENNETT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 29J

If you are interested in applying, please  
visit the district website, www.bsd29j.com. 
All applications must go through the online 

portal. If you have any questions, please con-
tact Cassie Salberg at 

csalberg@bsd29j.com. 
Bennett School District 29J is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer.

IS CURRENTLY HIRING THE FOLLOWING 
FOR THE 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR

• Car Driver
• Bus Driver
• Substitute Teachers
       $150/day  gr. K-5, $175/day  gr. 6-12

Byers School District 32-J
is accepting applications

for an
Elementary Principal

Start date August 1, 2023.  
The district is looking for an individual that will provide leadership and administration 
which will motivate instructional and support personnel to strive for academic excel-

lence so as to provide the best possible opportunities for student achievement, growth 
and development.

Inherent in the position are the responsibilities for planning, organizing, talent man-
agement, facilities and educational programs, financial management, extracurricular 
activities, emergency procedures, and resource scheduling, which they supervise, 
consistent with Colorado Revised Statutes, School Board Policies, and the Byers 

School District Administrative Procedures.

• This is a 200 day position with benefits.
• Salary Range $70k - $80k based on experience.
• Must have a Master’s degree and hold or be eligible for a
  Colorado Principal License.
• Five years of successful elementary teaching experience
  preferred.
• Working knowledge of Standards Based Education.
• Experience with instructional strategies that promote
  academic achievement.
• Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS).

Administrative Applications are available on the Human Resources page of website 
under District tab, www.byers32j.k12.co.us, or at the District office.  Applications 

should be submitted to Byers School District, Attn: Tom Turrell, 444 E. Front Street, 
Byers, CO 80103.  Applications may also be emailed to turrell.tom@byers.k12.co.us

or faxed to 303-822-9592.  For additional information, contact
Tom Turrell at (303) 822-5292 x1111.

Applications due February 1, 2023.  Start date August 1, 2023.

E.O.E. 

Please give us a call  for 
all  your printing needs!

303-622-9796

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTU-

NITY

Property Manager
at Bijou Manor

To organize and administer the day-
to-day operations of the Apartment 

complex in a caring and compassionate 
manner. To verify and process 

information required, complying with 
government regulations. To enforce 
rules of occupancy in accordance 

with the Bijou Manor tenant Lease, 
government regulations and the 

project’s Management Plan. Training 
and support will be given to the 

employee. Bookkeeping experience 
required. This is a part-time position; 
$15-$20/hour based on experience. 

Position open until filled.
Background check required.

Call (303)769-4230 
548-558 4th Ave., Deer Trail, CO

TTY - Colorado Relay Service
1-800-659-3656

“USDA is an equal
opportunity provider,
employer and lender.”

Integrative, Affordable Health 
Care & Chiropractic Care.

Hay un interpréte de español disponible. 

Monday thru Saturday:
7:30am - 7:30pm
Sunday: Closed

303-644-3337
www.livingspringsvet.com
820 Shari’s Ct., Bennett, CO

Full service medical & 
surgical practice specializing in 

family pets, fine horses,
livestock, and exotics. 

Mobile & emergency services 
available.

Offering pet boarding,
day care, and grooming. 

As seen on Animal Planet

Dr. Jennifer Gochanour
Dr. Laura Jimenez
Dr. Alexandra Klimovitz
Dr. Madi Levitsky

Subscribe to the Eastern Colorado News today! (303)622-9796

Foreman/Heavy Equip. Operator Needed
• Competitive wages.
• Company vehicle.

Contact Bill, Kuhn Construction
(303)570-6104

 

Please apply through the Talent Ed 
portal located under employment on the 

Strasburg School District website.  
Full Time, great benefits package to 

include medical, life and LTD.

For additional information, 
please e-mail Brooke Kartus: 
bkartus@strasburg31j.com

Strasburg School District No. 31-J is an equal 
opportunity employer and does not unlawfully 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, 
sex, national origin, creed, religion, age, sexual 
orientation, disability or other protected status.

STRASBURG 
SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 31J

High School
• Spanish Teacher
• History Teacher

2022-23 
Open Positions:

Part-Time
• Food Service

• Preschool 
Paraprofessional

CROSSWORD ANSWERS SUDOKU SOLUTION
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Prairie Creeks Living Center
Assisted Living

Accepting applications for 
Cook: Full-time, 6 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Part-time, 3 p.m.-8 p.m.
Resident Assistant:

Part-time, 3 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Apply in-person at

56175 Sunset Ave., Strasburg.
Background check required.

Services
Montoya Metalworks. Fabrication and 
welding. Residential, commercial and 
agricultural. Shop/mobile: (720)425-
1654. 1/10

Free
Free, free, free. Pick up of autos, farm 
equipment, batteries, all nonferrous 
metal types. Also available for a min-
imal fee, pick up of appliances, TVs, 
piles, etc. Call Blaine today at (303)819-
7659. 1/24c

Farm & Ranch
Premium horse hay; also, goat and cow 
hay. In midsize, net wrapped round 
bales. Call (303)822-5564. 1/10

• Daily rate of pay is $125.00

• Meal card for free school lunch on 
days you sub.

• After obtaining your substitute 
license with the Colorado 
Department of Education and 
working 5 sub days for our district 
we will fully reimburse you the cost 
of your substitute license.

• Fun environment, great opportunity 
to earn some money and help our 
district !ll some much needed 
substitute teaching positions.

• If  you’re not interested in substitute 
teaching we are also accepting 
applications for Para Professional, 
Cooks and Custodian subs.

Please apply through our job posting 
portal on our website 

www.strasburg31j.com or 
email Brooke Kartus: 

bkartus@strasburg31j.com

Strasburg 
School District  

is hiring  
Substitute Teachers

Heavy Equip. Operators/Laborers Needed
• Will train.

• Own transportation required.

Contact Bill, Kuhn Construction
(303)570-6104

 Now Hiring:
Part-Time Food Service/Cook

Please apply through our job posting 
portal on our website 

www.strasburg31j.com or 
email Brooke Kartus: 

bkartus@strasburg31j.com with 
additional questions.

Strasburg School District No. 31-J is an equal 
opportunity employer and does not unlawfully 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, 
sex, national origin, creed, religion, age, sexual 
orientation, disability or other protected status.

STRASBURG 
SCHOOL 

DISTRICT 31J

THE DEER TRAIL SCHOOL

PLEASE FILL OUT AN ONLINE 
APPLICATION AT WEBSITE

WWW.DT26J.COM.
QUESTIONS? PLEASE CALL

HAYLEY WHITEHEAD
303-769-4421.

IS LOOKING TO FILL THE
FOLLOWING POSITIONS FOR THE

2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR
• Elementary Teachers

• Middle School
Science Teacher

• Substitute Teachers
• Substitute Cafeteria

• School Nurse
2023-24 SCHOOL YEAR
• Industrial Arts Teacher

• K-12 PE Teacher

Help Wanted

CLASSIFIED ADS

Facility Director/
Manager   

•

Byers School District 32-J

• Scheduling staff
• Cleaning duties
• Ordering supplies
• Working with contractors
• Basic maintenance skills
• Basic HVAC, plumbing,
  and electrical skills needed.

Applications due Februrary 15, 2023.  Start date April 3, 2023.
E.O.E.

 Applicant must be: 
  • organized
  • good communicator
  • problem solver 
  • team player.

Classified Applications are available on the Human Resources 
page of the website under District tab, www.byers32j.k12.co.us,
or at the District office.  Applications should be submitted to 
Byers School District, Attn: Tom Turrell, 444 E. Front Street, 

Byers, CO 80103.  Applications may also be emailed to 
turrell.tom@byers.k12.co.us or faxed to 303-822-9592.  

For additional information, 
contact Tom Turrell at (303) 822-5292 x1111.

Byers School District is accepting applications for a facil-
ities director/manager to oversee daily operations within 
and around the Byers School Campus.  Duties include, 

but are not limited to:

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Bar Double J J J

Hay For Sale

• Alfalfa • Alfalfa/Grass • Cow Hay
John James, (303)819-0122

Top quality hay. Variety of types, 
sizes, prices. Barn stored.

Delivery available.

(303) 263-4328

Circle DL Ranch LLC

DAN & LORETTA BOSWELL               BYERS, CO

Chunky’s Towing
We buy junk cars

 and trucks!
720-560-6763
Se Habla Español

Kelver Library (Arapahoe Libraries), locat-
ed at 585 S. Main St. in Byers, is hiring 
a library specialist to staff our library 
and work with community patrons. If 
you are looking for an excellent part-
time (20 hours) customer service role, 
please visit https://arapahoelibraries.
applicantpro.com/jobs/ to complete an 
application. The job posting will close 
on January 9. 1/10

Petro-Mat
Part-time help needed 

Apply in person at
56920 E. Colfax Ave., Strasburg

or Call 303-622-4896

OFFICE FOR RENT
Approximately 400 sq. ft. Office with 

reception/2nd office in front. Approximately 1850 

sq. ft. warehouse with overhead door. 1 Bathroom. 

Yard space available. Nice! Located in commercial

office/warehouse building in Strasburg.

303-361-9100 x 21

For Rent

NEW MOBILE HOME - BENNETT
2 large bedrooms, 2 baths, laundry, 

off-street parking.  Available SOON.

$1,350
303-854-8829

WantedWanted
Coins and collections. Watches, 
jewelry, silver sets, and more.

CALL  What ’s  it  Worth Appraisals
 720-327-7867 720-327-7867

Wanted

Notices

Hiring for our
Bennett location.

Seeking licensed mental
health professionals:

LPC • LMFT • LCSW
Job bene!ts include:

• Flexible scheduling, including 
work at home and in-office hours;

• Health insurance, including HSA;
• Competitive pay w/bonuses; &

• Training.
Please contact:

info@reflectivewellness.org or 
Wes at (720)935-1647.

Aurora Public Schools
School Bus Drivers Wanted

• Starting Pay $21.43/hour
• Full Benefits • Paid Training

• School Year Schedule
Apply at:

https://transportation.aurorak12.org/

The Deer Trail Rural 
Fire Protection District 
is accepting nominations 
for election to the board of 
directors. All nominations 
must be f i l led out and 
received by the designated 
election official by Friday, 
February 24. Nomination 
forms can be obtained on the 
Deer Trail Fire Department 
Facebook page or from 
current board members. The 
election will take place on 
Tuesday, May 2.

For Sale:
Towed Vehicles

• 2017 ARII TI

VIN: 038774

• 1963 Chev Tk

VIN: 128566

Hank’s Happy Acres, Inc. 

Strasburg, Co 80136

Call 303-489-4746

For Sale
Letter jackets and chenilles. Harriet Mc-
Neill, (303)919-2065. 1/3c

PART-TIME PHOTOGRAPHERS
wanted to shoot high school sports and 
other activities. Credentials from the Col-
orado High School Activities Association 
for free entry into events, including the 
postseason, included. For more informa-
tion, contact Steven at (303)622-9796 or 
svetter@i-70scout.com.

PART-TIME REPORTERS
needed to cover evening and weekend 
meetings and other newsworthy events ei-
ther live or virtually. Excellent opportunity 
for teachers with excellent English skills to 
make extra cash. To apply, send resume 
and cover letter to dclaussen@i-70scout.
com. Vehicles For Sale
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Colorado Land Realty

Frank Linnebur, Broker • 303-748-7028 • 800 US Hwy. 36, Byers

View all listings at: ColoradoLandRealty.com

• 1,920 Ac Pasture/CRP 28mi NE of Byers, 28mi SW of  Ft. 
Morgan (Shamrock CO) $900/Ac.

• Older 940 sf home w/ bsmt on 47 acres 1 mile E of Agate 
I-70 frontage $449,000

• 13.92 Acres 2 irrig wells adjacent to Strasburg Schools
$780,000

• 35 Ac home site 4 mi NE of Strasburg 3 mi NW of Byers
$193,0000

CLASSIFIED ADS

Homes & LandHomes & LandHomes & LandHomes & Land

$639,900
• 35+ Acres S. of Strasburg
• Brand New Modular Home
• 2,204 sq. ft. of livable space
• 4 bedroom, 3.5 baths
• 1-year home warranty
• 32’x38’x16’ pole barn
• BROKERS WELCOME

Contact Dennis at (303)350-6085 or email 44Dennis.ds@gmail.com

Call us Call us nownow
The I-70 Scout, 303-622-9796.The I-70 Scout, 303-622-9796.

Linda Gentry

Managing Broker/Owner

Byers, Colo.

(303)570-5871

Jnlgentry@aol.com

Becky Matthews

Broker

Byers, Colo.

(303)345-3388

BeckyMatthewsRE@gmail.comJnlgentry@aol.com

Let us bring youLet us bring you
HOME in 2023!in 2023!

We are not only your real estate agents, we are your neighbors! CALL US TODAY!

Tania Stephens - Broker/OwnerTania Stephens - Broker/Owner
(303) 644-4444(303) 644-4444

310 Colfax, Bennett, CO 80102310 Colfax, Bennett, CO 80102

Service Beyond The Expected! • www.LookEastRealty.net

BENNETTBENNETT 46600 E. 112th   Avenue46600 E. 112th   Avenue

35+ acres with outbuildings,  barns and35+ acres with outbuildings,  barns and
4 bedroom, 24 bedroom, 211//22 bath home. bath home.

We are in the process of an o!ce remodel!
Watch for an OPEN HOUSE coming soon!
We are excited for 2023. THANK YOU for your continued support!

Under Contract!
Under Contract!

$881,500$881,500

295 Lincoln Ave. Bennett  —  $357K  Estate Sale Fix-Up!295 Lincoln Ave. Bennett  —  $357K  Estate Sale Fix-Up!

Nice Style, 3 bed & 2 bath • Large Lot •  Big 2-Car Garage Nice Style, 3 bed & 2 bath • Large Lot •  Big 2-Car Garage 
• RV Pad • Extra Room & Large Garden Area• RV Pad • Extra Room & Large Garden Area

Call Agent  Call Agent  
Dan MinerDan Miner

(303)699 -9685(303)699 -9685

Sharlyn RoseSharlyn Rose 303-916-8512
www.countryroserealty.com 

CONTACT ME FOR MORE INFORMATION TODAY!

sharlynrose@tds.net   

35-acre building site 
overlooking West Bijou 
Creek with established 

grass & smaller trees on 
the property. Corner lot 
on county-maintained 

road, well permit 
approved, & electricity 

available at lot line.

Call for tour!

SOLDSOLD

53909 E Bison Dr.
53909 E Bison Dr.

Strasburg: $590,000
Strasburg: $590,000

1885 Longbranch St.
1885 Longbranch St.

Strasburg $469,000
Strasburg $469,000

57091 E 24th Ave.
57091 E 24th Ave.

Strasburg $525,000
Strasburg $525,000

Matt Brinkhoff
Coldwell Banker Realty 
303-324-0241 
www.mattscoloradohomes.com
www.facebook.com/brinkhoffhomes

4689 Vindale Lane, Byers; $205,0004689 Vindale Lane, Byers; $205,000
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We have openings on our schedule for part-time proofreaders. Hours are generally Wednes-
day evenings, Saturday a! ernoons and evenings, or Sunday mornings. No single person will 
be required to cover all shi! s. Instead, we want to add to our pool of proofreaders so that a 
variety of people read the paper. Fresh eyes make good proofreaders — that’s a fact!

Strong English/grammar and punctuation skills required. 

For an application or more information, stop by the o"  ce of the # e I-70 Scout & Eastern 
Colorado News, 1522 Main St., Strasburg; call (303)622-9796 and ask for Doug; or send 
resume and cover letter to dclaussen@i-70scout.com. Positions available immediately.

Full-time production artist/advertising co-coordinator. Experience with Mac and Adobe 
Creative Suite (particularly InDesign and Photoshop) required. Strong phone and customer 
service skills a plus. To apply, send resume and cover letter to dclaussen@i-70scout.com. 
Openings available immediately.

Photographers to shoot upcoming school sports seasons and other activities. # ose inter-
ested can receive proper credentials from the Colorado High School Activities Association 
for free entry into events, including the postseason. Mostly interested in receiving photos 
from games/activities at I-70 Corridor home sites. For more information, contact Steven at 
# e I-70 Scout/Eastern Colorado News, (303)622-9796 or svetter@i-70scout.com.

Part-time reporters to cover evening and weekend meetings and other newsworthy events 
either live or virtually. Excellent opportunity for teachers with excellent English skills to 
make extra cash. To apply, send resume and cover letter to dclaussen@i-70scout.com. 
Openings available immediately.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Homes & Land Homes & Land

Mark Off Your Check List:Mark Off Your Check List:
!!   Leasing Land   Leasing Land
! ! Rent Bottom Floor/In-Law QtrsRent Bottom Floor/In-Law Qtrs
!!   Horse Boarding   Horse Boarding
! ! Raising LivestockRaising Livestock
!!   Dream Business Opportunity   Dream Business Opportunity
! ! Awesome SchoolsAwesome Schools

Sweet Home Colorado
Realty  

Responsible

Broker

720-378-3988
dartatlow@gmail.com  

Darlene Tatlow

So Much Potential!So Much Potential!
6303 S. Exmoor Road, Byers6303 S. Exmoor Road, Byers

38 Acres — $767,00038 Acres — $767,000
Remodeled 3 bedroom, 3 bath HomeRemodeled 3 bedroom, 3 bath Home
3,200 sf heated shop • 8-stall barn3,200 sf heated shop • 8-stall barn

Priced accordingly. Lender offering $2,000 buyer credit! 
Cash, conventional, or Jumbo!

Quiet with AwesomeQuiet with Awesome
Sunsets & Mountain Views!Sunsets & Mountain Views!

It has been quite the year. In 2022, 
we survived high inflation, stock 
market lows, housing market fren-
zies, and ongoing Federal Reserve 
rate hikes. Although we don’t have 
a crystal ball to predict what will 
happen to the economy next year, 
we could use this year’s events as a 
guide: Things might remain rocky.

If homeownership and investing 
are on your 2023 goals list, ask your-
self these questions to before whip-
ping out your spreadsheet, money 
apps or notebooks.

SPACE: WHAT AM I WILLING TO SACRIFICE?
Whether you have a goal of buy-

ing a new home or renting a new 
place next year, you have much to 
consider. For instance, 30-year fixed 
mortgage rates went from an aver-
age of 3.45% in January to 6.90% in 
October thanks to inflation and Fed 
rate increases.

The Fed has already raised inter-
est rates 75 basis points four times 
this year. This factor, coupled with 
housing shortages, has driven the 
national median price of homes 
above $400,000 for the first time, 
according to the National Associa-
tion of Realtors.

Homeownership could still be an 
attainable goal, but you might have 
to make sacrifices, says Zaneilia 
Harris, a certified financial planner 
and president of Harris & Harris 
Wealth Management Group in Up-
per Marlboro, Md.

“You need to evaluate what you 
are willing to give up in space in 
order to own property,” Harris says. 
“You may have to gradually get to 
where you want, as opposed to just 
going straight into a single-family 
house.”

This situation could mean start-
ing off with a condo or townhouse 
and then using the equity from the 
condo to purchase your next prop-
erty, Harris says.

Making preparations to buy a bigger home or invest during 2023?
CAN OWNERSHIP BE MORE AFFORDABLE?

Another portal to homeownership 
Harris recommends is the Neigh-
borhood Assistance Corporation of 
America, also known as NACA. The 
mortgage program allows working 
people to purchase a home with no 
down payment, closing costs, fees 
or stringent credit prerequisites.

Members can also buy their 
homes at a below-market interest 
rate. The program is currently in 28 
states and the District of Columbia.

Buying a home in 2023 could also 
be more attainable if you’re willing 
to get a roomie, says Jocelyn Wright, 
a CFP and retirement income certi-
fied professional at PF Wealth Man-
agement Group in Bala Cynwyd, Pa. 
She roomed with her sister in 2017.

“It’s not going to be forever neces-
sarily, but this gave us the opportu-
nity to have our own home, and we 
can leverage the equity and all of 
that going forward,” she says.

IS MY PORTFOLIO DIVERSE ENOUGH?
This year hasn’t been the green-

est for investors — at the start of 
December, the S&P 500 was down 
more than 15% in 2022. The market’s 
volatility could understandably 
make investors unsure about mov-
ing forward. Financial professionals 
say a diverse portfolio and taking 
the right amount of risk might be 
steps in the right direction.

Keep diversification in mind, 
Wright says. Diversification is when 
you invest in a variety of assets to 
manage risk and market volatili-
ty. The FTX and BlockFi collapses 
that happened in November are a 
reminder about avoiding too many 
investments in one area.

“Unfortunately, a lot of newer 
investors were very excited about 
Bitcoin, crypto, (and) all of that, 
and forgot those lessons,” Wright 
says. “You don’t put your short-term 
money into the market, and those 
rules always apply.”

Wright considers short-term 
money to be cash you’ll need in 12 

months to three years.
Instead of putting all of your 

money into the stock market, put 
the amount you’ll need in the near 
future into an emergency fund, 
high-yield savings accounts, a cer-
tificate of deposit, or short-term 
fixed-income securities like Trea-
sury bills, Wright says.

HOW MUCH RISK?
Ask yourself how much risk you’re 

comfortable taking, Harris says. 
Risk depends a great deal on cir-
cumstances, but investors shouldn’t 
fear risk if they have enough in-
come, an emergency fund, and a 
diverse portfolio, she says. And risk 
is worth it when you invest for the 
long term and can reap those long-
term rewards.

Harris says younger people who 
are further away from retirement 
can and should be willing to take 
on more risk. Harris, who identifies 
as black, also says some people of 
color have historically been afraid 
to take on much risk, but she wants 
them to remember that risk/reward 
combo as well.

If you haven’t started investing, 
or stopped investing because mon-
ey was tight, remember you can al-
ways invest at a comfortable pace.

“You have to invest and become 

by Elizabeth Ayoola
 NerdWallet

NAM Y. HUH/Associated Press

A real estate sign stands before a 
residential property in Northbrook, Ill. 
Elevated home prices, rising interest 
rates, and steep competition are dis-
rupting millennials’ plans to buy their 
fi rst home.

MILLENNIAL MONEY

comfortable with that, wheth-
er that’s biweekly, bimonthly or 
monthly,” Harris says.

You can always start with low-
er-risk investments. Some include 
I bonds, money market funds, or 
Treasury-Inflation Protected Securi-
ties, also known as TIPS.

1676 ASPEN STREET
PO BOX 375

STRASBURG, CO  80136
TOWNANDCOUNTRYTA@AOL.COM

303-503-0637

• Farm
• Trucking
• Small
  Business
• Personal

TOWN AND COUNTRYTOWN AND COUNTRY
TAX SERVICE

BOB YAICH
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PHOTOS BY KATHY SMILEY/The I-70 Scout

Arapahoe County Commissioner and Board of Public Health Director Nancy Jackson, left photo, visits the Altura Plaza location Jan. 3 on the opening day of 
the Arapahoe County Public Health Department. Center, an archway of balloons welcomes staff and clients. Right, Harm Reduction & HIV Prevention Program 
Manager Clinton Whatley poses in the program’s supply storage area.

control, prenatal and parenting 
case management, the Women, In-
fants & Children (WIC) program, 
harm reduction, HIV and STI clin-
ics, and immunizations for children 
and adults.

Other locations with varied ser-
vices are in Greenwood Village, En-
glewood and south Aurora.

The location was formerly uti-
lized by Tri-County Health, and of-
ficials note that residents who used 
the services should not experience 
major disruptions. Many of the of-
fices and staff members were hired 
from Tri-County to serve in their 
former positions.

“We did an open competitive pro-
cess — we posted all the jobs. Ob-
viously, people in Tri-County had 
the expertise with our residents so 
lots of them applied for those jobs,” 
said Arapahoe County Senior Com-
munications Business Partner Lisa 
Fedak, adding that around 50 em-
ployees work at the Altura location.  
“We have a significant number of 
Tri-County people here. In some 
cases, like if you have a WIC edu-

cator, you could be seeing the same 
person you saw last month in the 
same location. That’s by design. We 
wanted to make this transition as 
seamless as possible.”

While heading for a kitchen and 
seating area where a hot chocolate 
bar had been set up previously for 
an employee meet-and-greet, the 
Scout met Arapahoe County Com-
missioner & Board of Public Health 
director Nancy Jackson, who was 
helping a staff member direct a 
Spanish-speaking resident looking 
to pay for a new food truck license. 
The woman was directed to the En-
vironmental Health office.

Jackson said the morning’s wel-
come event was “inspiring.” The 
department-wide staff discussion 
touched on team building and the 
department’s strategic plan.

“You could feel people’s excite-
ment to be a part of a new opportu-
nity for our community,” she said. 
“It’s a historic event.”

Jackson added that the staff was 
also familiarized with the county’s 
human services protocol and its 

ARAPCO PUBLIC HEALTH FROM PAGE 1
technology program.

“They’re still going to be doing 
their same jobs in many respects, 
but they have to be learning the 
Arapahoe County computer sys-
tem, which is very different from 
Tri-County’s,” she noted.

A tour of the facility found HIV/
Harm Reduction Program Manag-
er Clinton Whatley at work in the 
same office he had with Tri-County. 
The program’s purpose is to reduce 
health and social harms associated 
with substance use, empower par-
ticipants to maintain and improve 
their own health, and prevent opi-
oid overdose and HIV/Hepatitis C 
transmission within the communi-
ty.

“We do some work in the office, 
but we’re mostly out in the commu-
nity, offering HIV testing, exchang-
ing used syringes and such,” What-
ley said. “We’re able now to do some 
new things that we didn’t do with 
Tri-County, (including some educa-
tional presentations in schools), so 
it’s exciting.”

A storage area near the office 
contains supplies for the program. 

“We have tests, syringes, water 
and snacks to give to unhoused 
folks,” Whatley said, posing for a 
photo in the large room. “We dis-
tribute a lot of Narcan/Naloxone 
for opioid overdose and training for 
its use.”

Whatley added that around 85% 
of the people they work with are 
homeless.

The tour through the building’s 
maze of hallways included the im-
munization department, where 
staff members were meeting with 
Dr. Chris Urbina, the department’s 
Chief Medical Officer. Urbina has 
more than 45 years of experience 
as a practicing physician and in the 
public health and general preven-
tative medicine fields. He said he 
“unretired” to take the position at 
Arapahoe Public Health.

The chief medical officer pro-
vides consultation, technical assis-
tance and medical advice in the de-
velopment of health promotion and 
disease prevention programs, med-

ical and clinical input, and the de-
velopment of sound public health 
activities. 

“The team does all the real work,” 
Urbina said, gesturing at the nurses 
at the meeting. “Today we’re sign-
ing all new orders and protocols for 
immunizations and talking about 
emergency procedures and how we 
all work together.”

Urbina added that the CMO also 
serves as signatory licensed physi-
cian. 

“You’re required to have an MD 
sign all documentation to buy vac-
cines and medications,” he said. 
“The hard work goes to the nurses 
and the team out in the community. 
This is an excellent team, I might 
add.” 

“We administer the immuniza-
tions and do the paperwork,” said 
Talitha Appel, R.N., the nurse man-
ager for the immunization pro-
gram, adding that mastering the 
Arapahoe County system for elec-
tronic health records is a new chal-
lenge. “Also, we’re looking forward 
to starting up our mobile units 
again.” 

The Altura personnel and those 
at the other locations are ready to 
meet the public and provide their 
services now.

For more information visit www.
arapahoecountygov.com/Pub-
lic-Health.

The Adams County Health De-
partment is also now up and run-
ning, with locations in Brighton, 
Commerce City, Denver and West-
minster. Visit adamscountyhealth-
department.org for more informa-
tion. 

In a telephone town hall last No-
vember on the new Public Health 
Department, Arapahoe County 
Commissioner and Board of Health 
Chairperson Nancy Sharpe said that 
Adams County residents will not be 
turned away.

“We are working together with 
Adams County,” she said. “If some-
one goes to an Arapahoe County fa-
cility but they live in Adams Coun-
ty, they will receive services there, 
and vice-versa.”

Health, medical readiness key to Bennett class
BENNETT — The town of Ben-

nett and Adams County Office 
of Emergency Management will 
host a free health and medical pre-
paredness course from 6-7:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 19, at Town Hall, 207 
Muegge Way.

Participants will learn to prepare 
their household for disaster, devel-
op backup resources for its health 
care needs, and provide instructions 
on improving its recovery.

Seating is on a first-come, first-
served basis and is limited to 40 
people.

Children under the age of 18 
must be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian.

Courses will be delivered in En-
glish. For interpretation or transla-
tion services or other accommoda-
tions, e-mail requests to klopez@
adcogov.org no later than five busi-
ness days prior to the course.


